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TY COMICS HORSE-LAUGH OATERS 


Murchison's Show Biz Aspirations 


Selznick Blasts Distrib Methods, 
Calls Tollvision ‘Producer's Dream’ 


Endorsing toll-tv as a possible+ 


“salvation for U.S. film produc- 
tion,” producer David O. Selznick, 
in Gotham yesterday (Tues.), blast- 
ed what he labelled antiquated 
concepts in film distribution. He 
made it quite plain that, for his 
part, he wouldn't mind seeing a 
sharp reduction in the number of 
U.S. theatres. 

Back from Italy, where he was 
five months shooting “A Farewell 
To Arms,” Selznick ranged far and 
wide in his interview, but really 
let fly on the question of distribu- 
tion and costs. “There is. some- 
thing manifestly wrong when it 
costs a business 25% to 30% to 
reach the retailer, ie. the exhibi- 
tor,” hé sajd. “Obviously, it 
shouldn't cost the same te dis- 
tribute both the picture that gross- 
es $15,000,000 and the film that 
brings in $500,000. The picture 
that is in demand should cost less 
to release. The picture business 
for years has lived with the fal- 
lacy that the cost of distribution 
must be a percentage of the gross, 
regardless of what that gross is.” 

Selznick noted that a major por- 
tion of earnings today came from 
a small number of houses. “They 
now make a lot of pictures that 

(Continued on page 18) 


Billy Wilder’s Deal With 
Conan Doyle Estate For 





B’way ‘Holmes’ Musical 


Hollywood's Billy Wilder has em- 
barked on his first Broadway ven- 
ture. Wilder last week signed a deal 
with the A. Conan Doyle estate 
to.produce a musical in N, Y. based 
on the Sherlock Molmes and Dr. 
Watson characters. It’s to be put 
on in the fall of 1958, which is the 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle centennial. 

No writers have been set. How- 
ever, Rex Harrison has been ap- 
proached on playing the lead and 
the actor is said to be interested. 

Deal was negotiated on behalf of 
the Doyle estate by Henry E. Les- 
ter, Rene de Chochor of Geneva and 
Oliver Brown of James Brown As- 
soeiates, the estate's literary agents 
in the U. S. 

Lester said he was in the U. S. 
as the Doyle estate’s rep, not only 
to huddle with Wilder but to dis- 
cuss the sale of other Doyle prop- 
erties. to interested producers. 
Apart from the Sherlock Holmes 
detective series, Doyle also wrote 
a number of historical novels such 
as “White Company,” “Brigadier 
Gerard” (a series) and “Professor 


Challenger.” John Ford is inter- 
ested: in the “White Company” 
property. Lester also is negotiat- 


ing for a CinemaScope tint remake 
of one of the Sherlock Holmes 
stories. 

As for the Wilder legit tuner, 
Lester said it was naturally the in- 
tent of following up with a screen 
version of the Broadway produc- 
tion. Wilder has the film rights. 








SHOW BIZ DINNER TO 
- SALUTE HANDY’S 84TH 


W. C. Handy, writer of “St. 
Louis Blues” and other standards, 
will be saluted on occasion of his 
84th birthday Nov. 17. A show biz 
committee is sponsoring a dinner 
in honor of the “Father of the 
Blues” on that date at the Waldorf- 
Astoria, N.Y. Event will also be 
marked by civic, social, business 
and professional leaders. 

Among those helping to organ- 
ize the salute are Oscar Hammer- 
stein 2d, Ed Sullivan, Dorothy 
Fields, Nat King Cole, Lionel 
Hampton, Harry Hershfield, Benny 
Goodman and Paul Cunningham, 
ASCAP prexy who is also chair- 
ranning the committee. 


H wood Growing 
In Importance 
As Disk Centre 





With an increasing number of | 
into disk} 


20th Gives Chill 


film players turning 
artists and the growing competi- 
tion for film soundtrack scores 
and music, Hollywood’s importance 
as a major recording centre is due 
to be heightened in the coming 
period, according to Dick Peirce, 
RCA Victor’s Coast a&r rep who 
has been in N.Y. for the past week 
for exec huddles. Peirce stated that 
all of the major companies are 
doing extensive recording on the 
Coast and that Victor is due to 
(Continued on page 18) 


Hit Records Have Caused 





GET THE DROP ON 
VIOE0 VARMINTS 


By JACK HELLMAN 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

“We'll laugh them off the air.” 

Hollywood's television comics 
were never more serious over the 
| impending rash of westerns that 
| will pock the channels. To them it’s 
not only a fight for their own sur- 
vival but a blow to the prestige of 
their art that a pistol-packin’ cow- 
boy can put to rout the most dur- 
able staple of show business— 
| comedy. 
| What are théy going to do about 
| it? By what is known of the plans 
|of a half dozen practitionsr of the 

loose lip and the flip word—plenty. 

|Said one of them, “We'll kid the 
| pants off them and may even ex- 
| pose some of their mossy tricks. 
| They'll be lampooned, caricatured, 
burlesqued and satirized to such an 
outlandish extent that their gun 
fights and the such will never be 
taken seriously again.” 

Said George Burns (& Allen): 
“Our first four shows will be along 
these lines.” (He'll be competing 
with one of them—‘Restless Gun” 
on rival NBC-TV.) Jack Benny is 
planning at least a couple and Red 
Skelton will do his “deadeye” skit 
more than has been customary. 
Most of the others will play along 
but they're not tipping their hand 

(Continued on page 62) 











To Bartlesville 


There'll be no contribution of 
20th-Fox product te the pay-tv run 
at Bartlesville, Okla., which bows 
next month and starts charging its 
| subscribers Oct. 1. 

Refusal of 20th to make its films 
available for Bartlesville was made 
flatly by Alex Harrison, 20th gen- 





Death to Many a Bright 
Future, Sez Martha Raye 


Detroit, Aug. 27. 

“A million-record sale has done 
more to ruin a bright future than 
any other one thing,” according to 
Martha Raye, appearing here at the 
Elmwood Casino. + 

“Most of the young entertainers 
coming ‘along just don’t get that 
professional polish that comes only 
with long, hard practice in facing 
the public,” she said. “And, be- 
lieve me, facing the public, espe- 
cially the night club one, can be 
pretty brutal. It gives me heart- 
break to see a young kid crumple 
before an unfriendly audience. 

“An oldtimer like me cari cope 
with it and nearly always win them 
around, but it’s only because we've 
had some pretty grim experiences. 
It doesn’t matter whether you are 
a concert singer or a vulgar en- 
tertainer like me. You're up 


against the same problems.” 


eral sales topper. “We're staying 
| With the theatres,” he said, adding, 
|““but we'll be watching with inter- 
est.” 

Joining 20th in its refusal to play 
ball with Bartlesville is Paramount, 
| but for different reasons. Company 

has its own fat in the fire via the 
| Telemeter pay-tv system, which it 
owns and promotes. 

| Several of the other distribs are 
| making their pix available for the 
| Bartlesville home run. According to 
Henry Griffing, prez of Video In- 
| (Continued on page 61) 





Success Story 

Sign of Manhattan's grow- 
ing prosperity: 

Although the new Astor 
Plaza office building on Park 
Ave. between 53d and 54th 
Sts., won't be ready for occu- 
pancy until 1960 (even the 
demolition on the old proper- 
ties is still under way) it is 
already 78% leased. 





Sinatra's Blast 





Despite $11,000,000 





MAUREEN 0’HARA’S TY 
SERIES: ‘WEAKER SEX’ 


Hollywoood, Aug. 27. 

Maureen O'Hara is being sought 
to hostess and star in new tele- 
series about famed femmes in his- 
tory, “The Weaker Sex,” being 
prepared by  producer-director- 
writer Kurt Neumann. 

First six scripts of 26 are ready | 
to go, with shooting slated for Sept. 
16 start. Neumann and Carroll 
Young wrote initial half-dozen. Ap- 
propriately, first will be “Eve,” 
with “Mme. Pompadour,” “Lucre- 
zia Borgia,” “Lizzy Borden,” “Lil- 
lian Russell” and “Belle Starr” to 
follow. 





Ys. Mitch Miller 
Alleges Payola 


Charge of payola made this week 
by Frank Sinatra against Columbia 
Records’ pop artists & repertoire | 
chief Mitch Miller has put a sharp 
edge on the longrunning battle of | 
the ASCAP songsmiths against | 
Broadcast Music Inc., the broad- | 
casters and their disk affiliates. It 
was the second time within a year | 
that Sinatra rapped Miller, both 
times to Congressional bodies. 

In the latest blast, Sinatra | 
charged in a message to Sen. 
George A. Smathers (D., Fla.) that 
Miller “had admitted under oath 
recently that he took large sums 
of money from writers whose 
songs he recorded.” Although 
Sinatra did not disclose where 
Miller made the admission, it's 
known that Miller had testified on | 
the subject in pretrial examina- 


(Continued on page 62) 


Real-Life Melier Marks | 
Romanian Legit Actress’ 
Flight to Canada Asylum 


Montreal, Aug. 27 

A cloak-and-dagger sequence in 
the best theatrical sense resulted 
in a happy ending for a Romanian 
actress last Friday (23) when her | 
plane touched down in Montreal. | 

Nina Diaconescu, 28-year-old 
lead with the Romanian National 
Theatre, fled the company in July | 
and asked for political asylum in 
Venice. With the help of her uncle, 
Adrian Popovici, a Montreal law- 
yer, who flew to Venice in response 
to her cabled SOS, she made her 
escape on the last night of the 
company’s participation in the In- 

“ (Continued on page 63) 








Desilu Blowup 


By ABEL GREEN 


La Jolla, Calif., Aug. 27. 

Clint Murchison, Texas oil ty- 
coon, after nearly a month of hud- 
dies at this southern California 
resort with Desi Arnaz and Lucille 
Ball, has returned to Dallas with- 
out consummating his $11,000,000 
cash bid to buy out Desilu—studio, 
vidpix and all. Arnaz pixed the deal 
on two grounds, which even Mur- 
chison and his negotiator, Phil 
Regan, former headliner and now 
in industrial relations, had to con- 
cede were sound: (1), the nearly 
$9,000,000 capital gain will accrue 
to him anyway (it’s only a matter 
of time, says he), and (2), more im- 
portantly, a sellout would kayo 
Arnaz’s current independence as 
sole arbiter of the Desilu operation. 

While the deal called, also, for a 
25% -kickback to Arnaz in a new 
Desilu Corp., he would have been 
governed henceforth by a board 
operation. 

Perhaps even more important 
than the fact that the Murchison- 
Desilu deal was or wasn’t consum- 
mated is the inevitable probable 
rise af the Texas oilman’s orbit in 
the show biz scheme of things. 

Item: The $11,000,000 deal was 
merely a springboard for acquisi- 
tion of five television stations. 
Murchison is going forward on this 
phase regardless. 

Item: He has commissioned 
the Don Sharpe-Warren Lewis-Nat 
Wolff packaging outfit, in Holly- 
wood, to submit whatever video 
ideas, of stature, that may present 
themselves. 

Item: He is high on show busi- 
ness but; paradoxically, reportedly 
nixed a Lehman Bros. proposal 

(Continued on page 22) 


Gov. Griffin of Georgia 
Sounds Off on Eartha, 
Cole and ‘Darky’ Lyrics 


Atlanta, Aug. 27. 

Georgia’s Gov. Marvin Griffin 
digressed during the course of a 
speech before Atlanta Masonic 
Lodge No. 151 to publicly put sing- 
ers Eartha Kitt and Nat King 
Cole on the griddle. He said Negro 
citizens should strive to be more 
like Booker T. Washington, Negro 
educator who founded Tuskegee 
Institute in Alabama, and George 
Washington Carver, outstanding 
Negro scientist. 

During course of his address te 
the Masons, the Governor said he 
respects Negroes and has known 
many of them during his lifetime 
as “true gentlemen.” But, he said, 
Negroes should not aspire to be 





like “Eartha Kitt and Wat King 
Cole and others I know.” 
He added that many Negroes 


today have the feeling their race 
“isn’t what they want it to be.” 
This group, he charged, wants to 
“mix with the whites.” 
Governor’s remarks came at the 
(Continued on page 63) 
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Edinburgh Fest Viewed as One Of 
Biggest Talent, Artistic Events; ‘57 
Show Spawns Nudes, Small Niteries 


s 


Ike’s Maxwell Rabb 
Likes Show Business’ 


Washington, Aug. 27. | 
Maxwell Rabb, Secretary to the) 
Cabinet, rates a new title these 
days—Secretary of Show Biz! 
Affable, able Rabb, who serves 
as trouble shooter for President 
| Eisenhower on minority problems, 
las well as liaison with the Cabinet, 








By GORDON IRVING 
Edinburgh, Aug. 27. 





The International Festival here | 
is becoming too big. There is so 
much to see and do that the visitor 
from foreign lands is confused with 
an over-abundance of riches. A 
little less quantity, and a little 
more quality, perhaps would help.) 
Such a move would also relieve) 
the critical lack of theatres and) 
halls. There’s just enough to go 


round now. A festival opera mocee 
is an immediate need. 

However, even as is, the Edin-} 
burgh 1957 affair represents one of! 
the greatest gatherings of talent! 
and artistic endeavor in the world.| 
Many lingoes are heard on the 
fashionable promenade along 
Princes St. Huge automobiles with 
overseas registrations are on the 
streets. The clubs are full, the res- 
taurants are doing top biz, depart- 
ment stores are happy, and there 
are even little night clubs spring-| 
ing up } 


Lack of an official after-the-show 
revue is again bemoaned by Ameri- 
can visitors. Smalltime groups 
stage late-night shows in a number 
of halls, but the Festival Club still 
needs a sophisticated cabaret or a) 
regular nitery of its own. Sugges- 
tions put forward include the idea 
that names like Danny Kaye, Bea- 


trice Lillie, Maurice Chevalier or 
Victor Borge should be invited of- 
Continued on page 63) | 


Dot Dandridge’s $2-Mil 














Libel Suit Vs. Negro Mag 


Fort Worth, Aug. 27. 


2 


|has many friends in many quar- 
ters, including show biz. But he set 
}some sort of record recently when, 
in a single hour, the following 
happened: 

1. A visit from Mike Todd, “to 
pay his respects.” 


Metro Launches First 
All-Nighters in Germany 
Frankfurt, Aug. 20. 
In a country notoriously lacking 





2. A phone call from his good 
in late night entertainment, Metro} ¢.i.ng. 20th - Fox prexy Spyros 
has just initiated the first all-night) gyouras. 
films in Germany at its own ain 3. A phone call from Bob Hope, 




















LONG OVERDUE 


It is a sorry commentary that Uncle Sam, a fast man with a 
few million bucks, has been so lethargic in material rewards 
for the great losses and grave injuries to two of its doughtiest 
soldiers in greasepaint, and that not until 12 years after the 
end of World War II did the House Judiciary Committee vote 
Jane Froman $138,205 damages and Gypsy Markoff $33,236 for 
the boundless contributions they made in the war effort. Theirs 
typified the unselfish, all-out efforts by all and anybody in show 
business. The show biz war record is replete with endless sagas 
of dedication to the cause and the immeasurable values con- 
tributed by the great and the small towards morale, on the 
home-front and the war-front. 


From the lowliest USO-Camp Shows unit comprising the semi- 
name, the knockabout comic, the dancer, and the inevitable 
accordionist whose instrument substituted for the piano ac- 
companiment, all did their stint. Whether Bob Hope or Joe E, 
Brown, Jack Benny or Al Jolson (and he may be counted a war- 
time casualty as if he had died in North Africa where he con- 
tracted what may have proved the fatal malaria); whether the 
small groups from the Aleutians to the Caribbean, from the 
European to the Far East war theatres, there is an indelibly 
shining chapter, writ forever to the credit of show business. 


The Lisbon plane crash was particularly tragic for the Misses 
Froman and Markoff. A yeoman courage and a poised and beau- 
tiful personality hides, under flowing couture, the more-than-a- 
score Of operations on Miss Froman’s cruelly fractured limbs. 
And Miss Markoff, as she bravely perambulates the Continental 
bistros, usually of a Russo-Magyar motif, displays indelible me- 
mentos of the cruel fates as her crippled digits caress the ac- 
cordion which is her professional stock in trade. 





It is a grim coincidence that the awards of $138,205 and $33,236 
made the news columns coincidentally with the disclosure by 
and criticism from Senator John L. McClellan (D., Ark.) that 


millions upon millions of war supplies lie in wasted bastions in 
Newfoundland, Greenland and Labrador. 





It is a niggardly recognition indeed from a very tardy Gov- 
ernment to two of the most gallant ladies of the theatre. 
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Gleaned on a Gondola 


[At the Venice Film Festival] 
444444444444¢+4 By KOBERT F. HAWKINS, 


+. 
> 


Venice, Aug. 27. , aspects, the selection committee 
Ilya Lopert was the first U. S. | ‘on which Di Giammatteo was and 


distrib-buyer on the spot, arriving | !s a member) and the jury (on 








on the scene some days ahead of | 


which Cavallaro served last year), 


the fest proper. He’s already in-| It is illuminating-in its frankness. 


Attorneys for singer Dorothy 
Dandridge filed a $2,000,000 libel x $118,000 for Miss Markoff. 
suit here against the publishers 
a magazine for Negroes. (Continued on page 63) 
The petition named the Good 
Publishing Co., of Fort Worth ,pub- | 
lishers of Hep magazine. ECKMAN SWINGS OVER 


The suit said the magazine’s Jan- 
uary issue carried a “libelous and 
defamatory article’ about the Ne- 
gro film and night club performer. 


Kearns Proposes Asst. Sec. 


Of State for Talent Tours 
Washington, Aug. 27. 

Rep. Carroll Kearns (R., Pa.) has 

introduced a bill in the House pro- 

viding for an Assistant Secretary 

of State for International Cultural 


Affairs. Holder of the post would 
be responsible for foreign tours by 
U. S. entertainers which are ar- 
ranged under the international cul- 
tural exchange program, 

Kearns also offered a bill to 
exempt UHF television receivers 
from the 10% manufacturers ex- 
cise. Several bills to this effect 


have been introduced this session. 
One result would be to make it 
just as cheap to sell an all-channel 
receiver as a VHF receiver. 


=— 


























cerned with the promotion of its | 
theatrical business, both in Britain | 
and the U.S. . 


cinemas, the MGM theatre in Ber-|  jongtime Rabb fan, to report his 
lin, and the MGM house here. Film | arrival in town for an amphitheatre 
used is “Gone With Wind,” dubbed | appearance. 
in Germany, which plays from| 4 A visit from producer Mel 
12:30 until 5 a.m. on Saturday | Shavelson, here for location shoot- 
nights. It’s running at the regular | jng on “Houseboat.” 
scale. | 5. Notification from Tent No. 11, | 
Gpening last weekend at the) Variety Club, that he had been) 
1,000-seater in Berlin it was just | named an honorary member. 
about sellout. “Wind,” which ran | 
nearly two years in a Berlin thea- | 
tre, was just dubbed ‘“outstand- | ¢ 
ing” by the German film classifica- ll t é nts 
tion board, thus making theatres 
that play it i aes re o“ 
reductions. Film has broken a 
long-run records in Germany. All Amusements 
Boston, Aug. 27. 
14 Years After Crash As the Boston newspaper strike 
Ja F G M k ff a its third week, pote gee 
man of the entertainment industry re- 
ne ro ’ yp ar 0 | ported a slump. me yy | niteries, 
summer theatres and al fresco at- 
Collect From Uncle Sam tractions are down. Although show 
Washington, Aug. 27. biz interests made heavy use of 
Fourteen years after the plane) radio, tv and billboards, exploita- 
crash in which they were injured.) tion failed to have the impact of 
Jane Froman and Gypsy Markoff | newspaper advertising. 
have made real progress in their| In new developments, publishers 
long fight to collect from the Gov-|of the three struck plants, Globe, 
jernment. The House has voted| Herald-Traveler and Record-Amer- 
damages of $138,205 to Miss Fro-| ican-Sunday Advertiser, boarded 
man and $33,236 to Miss Markoff. | their windows Friday (23) as picket 
The special bill in their . behalf! lines continued. Out of work news- 
sought $398,000 for Miss Froman| papermen were looking for other 
|jobs. A 100,000-run special Boston 
The two women, flying abroad | edition of the Manchester Union- 
| Leader, Manchester, N. H. was set 
| to go on sale today (Tues.) in the) 
| Hub. 
| The Manchester newspaper so- ‘ i 
| licited theatrical advertiong in | terested in the two Italian entries, 
T0 BRIT PRODUCTIO | Boston at 50c a line. The Christian | “Sogni Nel Casseto” and “Notti 
* | Science Monitor began selling in| Bianche,” of which he’s privately 
London, Aug. 27. | downtown Boston Friday (23) | Seem one, and has secured rights to 
Sam Eckman Jr., longtime head | afternoon for the first time since | “Porte de Lilas,” Rene Clair’s lat- 
|of Metro in Britain, is joining the| the strike started on the night of | &St Pic which runs here out-of-com- 
board of Halas & Batchelor, the| Aug. 9. (The Monitor is the only petition, for the U. S. A. Lopert 
jcompany operating the largest| poston daily not affected by the | also bought the two Italo entries in 
| animated studio in Europe. Ap- | strike.) | Cannes, “Guendalina” and “Notti 
|pointment takes effect Sept. 1.) Out-of-town newspapers were | di Cabiria,” after that event. He} 
| Halas & Batchelor plan to switch! bringing 15¢ in Boston and N.Y.|is also talking co-production with 
| next year from cartoons to live| Sunday Times went for $1 a copy | Several European producers. 
| action features and plan to make) jn some sections, 50c in others. Arnold Picker here, siricily on | 
| two to three pix a year. They 4 Walter Brown, head of Boston| vacation, at the Excelsior. UA’s | 
also turn out around three ani-| Garden, George Clarke, Record| “Satchmo” and “12 Angry Men” | 
mated shorts for theatrical release, | njtery columnist and committee of | slated to be shown here in the “in- 
as well as their contract work pro-| newspaper writers were firming| formative section.” “Men” is a 
ducing cartoon commercials for tv,| pians for an all-star benefit at the | previous fest winner with both the 
etc. (Continued on page 63) Berlin Grand Prize and a Locarno | 
yeas ee i aaa a critics’ citation to its credit. Fes- | 
" tivaliers arriving here seen sport- 
acting as UK rep for Otto Prem- GALLERY HAMS GET ing copies of “Un Leone D'Oro,” | 
a. = ree — ac . Italian book written by Fernaldo di | 
‘onda. s association w alas | ? 
& Batchelor will be mainly con-| US. SENATE BLACKO Sint sesame St Geli commianel 
Washington, Aug. 27. 
The Senate amended its rules 
| yesterday (Mon.) to bar members 


inside story of how the Venice 
| ovemt functions in its most secret | 





New Festival regulations this year 
emphasize fact that the four prizes 
(Gold and- Silver Lion,-two Volpi 
Acting Cups) muSt be assigned, 
thus eliminating danger of a repeat 
of last year’s hung jury verdict, 
which satisfied no one. 

Now that Lindsay Anderson’s 
“Every Day Except Christmas,” a 
40-minute British documentary, 
won the Documentary Grand Prize, 
it may get a release in that coun- 
try. Jury decision on it was unan- 
imous. Talk here is that the Brit- 
ish at first didn’t even want to send 
the prize-winner, feeling other pix 
were better choices. 

Dino DeLaurentiis still mulling 
a set of pic possibilities, results of 
his recent stateside trip. As things 


| stand now, tentatively, he would 


make two pix here in Italy, one 
with RKO, the other with Colum- 
bia, while during 1958, he would 
make two more items in the U. S. 
(probably with Italic. directors), 


(Continued on page 17) 
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|from announcing guests in the | 
| gallery. | 
| And show biz was responsible. | 
| Several Senators rebelled, decid- | 
jing it wasn’t dignified after a suc- | 
|cession of personalities, including | 
| Jerry Lewis, Jimmy Durante, Ar- | 
thur Godfrey, etc., were introduced | 
| to the Senate from the gallery and 
|drew applause from other Senate | 
| visitors. | 
| However, the straw that really 
| broke the camel's back was not a | 
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TOLL TV: TIME FOR DECISION 


Par Seeks 506 From Rembusch For 
Pass the Hat’ Admission on ‘10 C's 


a 





If Paramount has its way, Indi-+ 


ana exhibitor Trueman Rembusch 
will be penalized $50,000 for play- 
ing “Ten Commandments” without 
any stipulated admission price. 
Rembusch exhibited the Cecil B. 
De Mille production at the Crest 
Theatre, Wabash, for two weeks 
and the customers were simply ad- 
vised to pay whatever amount of 
admission they chose. 

Rembusch’s professed public 
spiritedness (“the picture belongs 
to the people”) did not sit well with 
Par. Film company went to Fed- 
eral Court in Indianapolis with 
the complaint that Rembusch was 
causing “malicious injury to our 
property”—50G worth of injury. 

According to veterans of the pic- 
ture business, no theatre operator 
ever pulleg such a stunt before. 
And Par wants to make certain it 
doesn’t happen again, particularly 
with a picture that cost $13,000,000. 
Company claims the rental ob- 
tained from the two-week run was 
substantially short of the amount 
which would have been realized 
under the conventional, fixed price 
scale. 


Court hearing has been set for | 
Sept. 3, but already Par has won | 


an initial legalistic round. Com- 
pany obtained a temporary injunc- 
tion restraining Rembusch from 
continuing the run beyond the twe 
weeks. Defendant had threatened 


to hold “Commandments” for as | 1959, the American Petroleum In-| 


long as eight weeks. 

Print of the picture has been re- 
turned to Par, where it remains un- 
til the points of the case are ad- 
judicated at the hearing or, unless, 
by midnight Saturday (31) both 

(Continued on page 20) 


Metro Tossed It to Par, 
So Vidor Gets Top Credit 
On Briskin-Helmed ‘Joker’ 


Paramount's “The Joker Is 
Wild” is going into release as a 
“Charles Vidor Production” de- 
spite the fact the picture was pro- 
duced by Samuel Briskin, and 
Vidor served only as the director. 

This billing hocus-pocus has its 
genesis in the original packaging 
of the deal. Vidor was to serve as 
both producer and director in a 
projected tieup with Metro. Also 
involved were Frank Sinatra, star 
of the film; Art Cohn, author of 
the title book based on the life of 
Joe E. Lewis, and Lewis. 

But the M-G deal fell through 
due to disagreement over terms 
and the package was taken to Par 
where agreement was reached, but 
with Briskin, then a Par contract 
producer, to take over the pro- 
duction helm. 

Film was financed by Par and 
this company is given the first 
$400,000 in profits. After this sum 
is collected, the profit is split on 
the basis of 25% to Par and 75% 
divided among Sinatra, Vidor, 
Cohn and Lewis. Negative cost 
was $2,400,000. 


WB’S $2,000,000 FOR 








‘SAYONARA’ BUILDUP 


Building up for a record promo- 
tional push, Warner Bros. has al- 
located a $2,000,000 budget to sell 
its “Sayonara” film to the public. 
All media are to be used in pro- 
moting the William Goetz produc- 
tion. 

Large number of tieups and 
other preselling gimmicks are be- 
ing worked up by the WB ad-pub 
department under Robert S. Tap- 
linger, the company’s ad and p.r. 
vicepresident. Picture is based on 
the James A. Michener bestseller 
and stars Marlon Brando, Red But- 
tons, Miike Taka and Ricardo 
Montalban. 

Key city p.a. tours have been set 
for Buttons and Miss Taka, Latter 
will act as press rep for the pro- 
duction and will travel with a com- 
prehensive publicity kit contain- 
ing special features and _ art. 
There'll be a soundtrack album of 
the film’s music, 


Hub Copley Goes Pix 


Boston, Aug. 27. 
Hub gets another picture house, 
| the old Copley legiter, now dubbed 
|“the new Cepley Theatre,” opening 
Sept. 23 with “Miracle of Marcel- 
ino” in a benefit for St. John’s 
Seminary. 

Joe Longo, former Republic ex- 
ploitation head in hub, will manage 
the converted legiter. Opening of 
the Copley as a film house will 
| bring the number of firstrun situa- 
{tions in Boston to 16, and marks 
|the third legit house in Hub to 
become a picture theatre. First was 
| the Majestic, now the Saxon, and 
| second was the Plymouth, now the 





$3,000,000 Gusher 





STIRRING EXHIBS 


The two weeks of demonstrations 
of the Paramount-controlled Inter- 
national Telemeter home toll tv 
system in New York, on the heels 
of showings on the Coast, have 
caused the greatest impact on ex- 
hibitor thinking since the wide- 
screen and “scope” revolution. 

Theatremen’s impressions and 
attitudes are varied but it appears 
most agree that pay-as-you-see 
video, regardless of the pros and 
cons on its values, is no longer 
something for the sons of the pio- 
neers to worry about just vaguely 
in the future. Telemeter, many 
veterans are convinced, is work- 
able and near at hand. It’s on the 
immediate horizon, according to 
Par, in cable form. And if the FCC 
okays broadcast toll, this will speed 
things even more. It’s something 
demanding the immediate consid- 
eration of the industry and the 
brain work going on is intense. 

It’s known that a number of ex- 





For Pix in Oil's 
1959 Centennial 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
| Preparing for the centennial 
celebration of the oil industry in 


| stitute is already shopping in Holly- 
wood for the best talent available 
ito create and appear in from four 
ito eight feature-length films which 
will have an overall budget of 
about $3,000,000. 

Primary purpose of the films will 
be for screenings to oil industry- 


sufficiently good, 
shown on television. 
API execs have confabbed with 
every major film studio except 
Metro, and with various indie vid- 
filmeries such as Jack Denove Pro- 
ductions and Roland Reed. In addi- 
tion, they have met with a number 
of top directors at the Screen Di- 
rectors Guild to discuss the project. 
Execs’ trek here from the east 
was in the nature of an exploratory 
visit, to mull their project with 
the top talent available in Holly- 
wood. They told those they met 
that they plan a minimum of four 
and maximum of eight films, that 
they want the pix to be entertain- 
ing as well as informative. While 
the films are prjmarily for institu- 
tional purposes, if the finished re- 
sults meet expectations, API will 
show them on tv. Institute is rep- 
ped by BBD&O in the negotiations. 


‘| Live on Other People’s 
Talents’: Todd to Exhibs 
-At Asbury Park Huddle 


Asbury Park, N. J., Aug. 27. 
There was a two-day demonstra- 
tion here last week of Todd-AO 
projection techniques plus a round- 
table discussion of what has made 
Wa what will make “Around the 


they may be 








World in 80 Days” tick at the box- 
office. But the real demonstration 
was “Mike Todd in Action.” For 
the showman’s colorful oratory 
and mannerisms for the benefit of 
his exhibitor guests would have 
rivaled a filibuster of the late 
Huey Long. ‘ 
Introing a rep of Interstate The- 
atres of Texas at a luncheon in 
the Hotel Berkeley-Carteret, Todd 
provoked waves of laughter when 
he confided: “You know why 
shirt’s open at the neck? That's 
to make room for the lump in my 
throat because you all know how 
I feel about Bob O’Donnell.” 
“There's a whole new generation 
of exhibitors,” Todd remarked as 
the diners rose in informal bows. 
Experiencing difficulty with the 
name of H. B. Meiselman of Char- 
lotte, N. C., he was interrupted by 
the exhib who said, “Forget how to 
oe my name and sell me 
“What's this?” demanded Todd 
feigning difficulty in reading an- 
(Continued on page 17) 





| Telemeter managing director Louis 


ites, but if entertainment quality is 


hibitors are approaching the matter 
in secret. That is, they’ve been 
having private huddles with Par 
president Barney Balaban and 


Novins on the sidelines. They want 
| to know the economics of franchise 
operation, doubtless with the 
| thought in mind of possibly acquir- 
| ing territorial rights before a com- 
petitor moves in. Novins admits 


| (Continued on page 22) 


Buffalo Exhib Settles 
$32-Mil Antitrust Suit 





titrust suit brought against the 
eight majors two years ago in N.Y. 


TELEMETER RUNS 


A $32,100,000 treble damage an- | 


Loew's Meet; Mgt. 


Tomlinson May Ask SEC to Delay Sept. 


Hails Court Ruling; 


Pollack Sees Further Delaware Test 





Taylor Exits RKO 


Hollywood, Aug? 27. 

Next RKO exec to depart the 
studio in the continuing reduction 
of its staff will be Albert B. Taylor, 
executive in charge of commit- 
ments. 
ankle his post Oct. 1. 

Taylor came to the studio in 
January, 1956, from New York 
where he was a CBS-TV executive. 
He was also co-producer of the 
Broadway hit “Damn Yankees.” 


Legit an Invalid 
To Pix; No Deals 
But Lotsa Reading 


Upcoming legit season hasn't 
caught the faney of the film com- 
| panies, with not a single pre-pro- 
duction deal chalked up so far. 

“We're interested and quite will- 





ing to invest if the right property | 


comes along, but so far we've seen 
nothing of outstanding promise,” 
said one of the story editors this 
week. He added that both his and 
other companies were continuing to 
| sean scripts being submitted. 

Filmeries naturally are interest- 
|ed in getting their fingers into the 
|kind of potentially successful 


Studio disclosed he wil | 


|Federal Court by Konczakowski | Broadway properties that eventu- 


cuit, has been dismissed, according | the same time, they're also quite 
to a stipulation signed last week by | Willing to reap coin as investors, 


Theatres, a small upstate N. Y. cir- | ally may end up on the screen. At! 


Judge William B. Herlands. Terms 
of the settlement were undisclosed. 

Chain, operated by M. M. Kon- 
czakowski and his wife, charged 
the defendant distribs with dis- 
criminating against its four houses 
|in the Buffalo area in respect to 
| runs and clearances. The Koncza- 
| kowskis’ theatres include the Cir- 
| 
| 





all of Buffalo. 


ele, Marlowe, Regent and Senate, | 


|}and nothing more. 
| Sinking coin into a Broadway 
| production doesn’t necessarily as- 
| sure a film company of walking 
| away with it as a screen property. 
| There’s nothing like “first call” on 
play, even though a film company 
| is among its backers. On the other 
| hand, the outfit obviously is in a 
better position to match any bids 
(Continued on page 20) 





Trade is holding up remarkably 
well this session in view of the few 
new entrants and fact that many 
exhibitors are waiting until this 
weekend to preem fresh fare for 
Labor Day. Cool weather and rain 
in many sectors all contributed to 
sustained strength of longruns, ac- 
cording to reports from VARIETY 
correspondents in some 22 key 
cities. 

For second week in a row and 
third time this month, “Around 
World in 80 Days” (UA) is landing 
first place. In some keys, the Mike 
Todd epic is topping the trade of 
a week ago. It’s capacity in some 
four cities, record in Cincy and 
terrific to big in other spots. 

“Pride and Passion” (UA) again 
is capturing second place, same as 
last week. “Jeanne Eagels” (Col) 
is copping third money, only a step 
behind “Pride.” “Seven Wonders 


of World (Cinerama) is taking 
fourth position as against fifth a 
week ago. 


“Man of Thousand Faces” (U), 
out for first week to any extent, 
is taking over fifth place. “Silk 
Stockings” (M-G) is winding sixth, 
same as last week. “Hatful of 
Rain” (20th) is climbing to 
seventh slot. It was ninth a week 
ago. 

“10 Commandments” (Par) is 
winding up in eighth place. “Love 
in Afternoon” (AA) will finish 
ninth while “Band of Angels” is 
10th. 

“Affair to Remember” (20th), 
“Omar Khayyam” (Par) and “Run 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Trade Holds Big Pre-Holiday; ‘80 Days’ Tops, ‘Pride’ 
2d, ‘Eagels’ 3d, ‘Wonders’ 4th, ‘Faces’ 5th, ‘Silk’ 6th eee ons 


of Arrow” are the runner-up films 
in that order. 

“Sun Also. Rises” (20th) is 
standout new pic, soaring to a 
mighty take in opening stanza at 
N.Y. Roxy. “Sea Wife,” also from 
20th-Fox, looms fine in L. A. 
“Brothers-in-Law” (Cont) is socko 
on preem in N.Y. ’ 

“Sweet Smell of Success” (UA), 
fast in Cincy, looks solid in Chi. 
“Man on Fire” (M-G), is fine in 
N.Y. and Chi, “Night Passage” (U) 
okay in Minneapolis looms hotsy in 
Balto. 


“Fire Down Below” (Col) 
shapes okay in N. Y. “Doctor at 
Large” (U), a comparatively new | 


entry, looks smash in Boston and 


“Battle Hell” 
smash on opening stanza at th 
N.Y. Central. 


moderate in L. A. 

“Beginning of End” (AB-PT), 
okay in Providence, looms nice in| 
Boston. “20 Million Miles to 
Earth” (Col) shapes robust in 
Chi. 
“Will Success Spoil Rock Hun- | 
ter?” (20th), stout in Washington | 
and Indianapolis, is only slight in | 
Philly. “Young Don’t Cry” (Col) 
is rated average in Detroit. 

“Loving You” (Par), sturdy in 
K. C., looks good in Toronto. “Gun | 
Glory” (M-G), oke in Washington | 
is fair in Seattle and sharp in| 
Buffalo, 


Reports on 
8-9) ' 





(Complete Poaetts 


+ Management rejoiced as a 


Delaware jurist ruled against 
an attempt to thwart the Sept. 
12 meeting of stockholders, 
(stories on page 5). The “reb- 
els” have mapped new strat- 
egy. One of the biggest cor- 
porate battles in picture busi- 
ness history thus rages on. 





| Despite Loew's clear-cut victory 
jin the Delaware court, the Joseph 
| Tomlinson dissident faction is not 
prepared to throw in the towel in 
its fight for control of the film 
empire. It’s understood that Tom- 
linson and his associate, Stanley 
Meyer, will appeal to the Securities 
& Exchange Commission today 
(Wed.) in an effort to obtain a 
postponement of the special stock- 
holders meeting, scheduled for 
Sept. 12, to a later date. 

Argument to be advanced by the 
| Tomlinson faction is that it re- 
| quires more time to prepare proxy 
material for submission to the 
company's stockholders. A delay 
of about two months, it’s said, will 
be requested. 

The Delaware court ruling which 
invalidated the election of Louis 
B. Mayer and Samuel Briskin to 
| the board at the rump meeting of 
| July 30 and declared illegal the 
resolutions passed at the rump ses- 

(Continued on page 18) 








“Love Thy Neighborhood’ 


| Chi Downtowner Takes 
| Nabe Pix for 2d Ride 


Chicago, Aug. 27. 

Tail-ending a rash of first-run 
breaks in nabe theatres, a down- 
town house has completed the re- 
verse cycle of film booking by tak- 
|ing a nabe-break package for sub- 
sequent run. 

“Tammy and Bachelor” and 
“Joe Butterfly,” which both headed 
neighborhood double bills released 
in Chi this summer by Universal 
without a downtown run, move into 
the normally firstrun downtown 
Grand Theatre, Friday (29). The 
indie-owned Grand normally plays 
; action pix doubleheaders. 

The pix are in the Grand on a 
percentage basis rental set for first 
| subsequent run. The booking was 
|made on the assumption that 
downtown audiences are essential- 
ly different from outlying theatre 


and that the down- 
wn possibilities of the pic 
are not hurt by its previous 


nabe showing. “Joe Butterfly” was 
selected from among a number of 
the similarly released pix avail- 
able at Universal because as the 
first film offered for nabe release, 
it presumably did not reach full 
potential among the skeptics who 
watched the experiment. “Tammy 
and Bachelor” was released be- 
fore the disk “Tammy” had start- 
ed its climb to the top of local 
popularity charts and missed out 
on considerable exploitation posi- 
bilities. 

The Universal packages includ- 
ing “Tammy” and “Butterfly” 
were available to Loop houses 
simultaneously with their release 


lofty in N.Y. |to the nabes, but there were no 
(DCA) is rated | ‘ers. 





e 
gown” (UA), wie Ot'Oameer than 20TH’S AREA-TESTS OF 


ALL-C’SCOPE NEWSREEL 


Demonstration ree! of a Movie- 
tone News issue in black-and-white 
CinemaScope is currently in the 
works at 20th-Fox. Company plans 
to spring the reel on the trade 
upon its completion, so as to arouse 
maximum interest in the new news- 
reel form. 

Plan is to screen the sample reel 
in various exchange centres and to 
sample tke reaction prior to going 
ahead with plans to convert the en- 
tire Movietone News operation to 
CinemaScope. Cost of the switch is 
expected to come high, since many 

(Continued on page 18) 
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‘Joker’ Lewis, Sinatra Catch Vegas 
Preem: Not the Horse (No Ticket) 


By GENE ARNEEL 


Las Vegas, Aug. 27. 

Las Vegas is the town whose 
first lady is Miss Liberty on the 
silver dollar (paper singles are 
smuggled to other regions, being 
no prey for the one-armed ban- 
dits); where the intense sun seems 
to join in the conspiracy to keep 
the sportsmen in the cooled casinos 
(states a native cab driver: “the 
heat isn’t so bad once you get used 
to it—but who wants to get used to 
it?” ); where newcomers are awak- 
ened to the fact that there’s only 
one primary color, the green of the 
jong velvet on the craps tables; 
and where professional comedians 
dwell on the lessened frequency 
that comes with a man’s advancing 
years (the reference being to love- 
making, not broadcasting). 

On to this razzle-dazzle piece of 
geography came a Hollywood com- 
pany (Paramount) over the past 
weekend to further enliven things 
and make with the bally high about 
a new picture. This was a natural 
because the film was “The Joker 
Is Wild” which focuses on the life 
ef Joe E. Lewis, longtime promi- 
nent denizen of the desert. 

60—Count ‘Em—60 

Guests of Par were about 60 
press and radio-tv reps, and join- 
ing them at the uncovering of 
“Joker” at the El Portal Theatre, 
plus a string of parties before and 
after, were the VIP’s of the 
“Strip.” This is Nevada state high- 
way 92 which leads to downtown 
L.V. and on which is located the 
greatest concentration of the best- 
dressed gambling joints in the 
world, 

Film outfit had a flock of allies 
to help in jazzing up the festivities 
attendant to the “Joker” showing. 
Pressagents and owners of all the 
main night (and day) entertain- 
ment spots were eager to host the 
visiting fourth estaters. Par drum- 
beaters were much in evidence. 
Jerry Pickman, ad-pub v.p., and 
Herb Steinberg, national exploita- 
tion director, came in from the 
New York homeoffice. Studio pub- 
licity chief Teet Carle flew in with 
a staff of seven. 

They ran a smooth and active 
show whose purpose, of course, 
was to draw attention to “Joker.” 


‘Continued on page 20) 


Hi Brown ‘Shadow 
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Puts RKO BackOn 


Production Line 


RKO swung back into produc- 
tion this week as Hi Brown began 
work on “Woman with Shadow.” 
The first of three pictures which 
Brown will produce at the Produc- 
tion Center and on location in 
New York, “Shadow” is a small- 
scale budgeter with a cast of un- 
knowns 

Importantly, though, the fact is 
that the company again is active on 
the film-making front and this has 
had a stimulating effect on the re- 
maining homeoffice personnel. 

Sull undecided are domestic dis- 
tribution deals for new product, in- 
cluding “Stage Struck,” which was 
completed earlier this year with 
Henry Fonda and Susan Strasberg 


in the leads. With no domestic re- 
leasing facilities of its own, RKO 
has been channeling its back pro- 
duct through Universal and states 
rights dealers. Reports have been 
in circulation that U would take 
on distribution of “Stage Struck” 
but, according to insiders, no firm | 


deal has been set. 


St. Pete Sun’s ‘Moon’ 
To Launch New Arty 
St. Petersburg, Fla., Aug. 27. 

Latest addition te the “coffee” 
circuit is the Sun Art Theatre 
here which opens Saturday (31) 
with the Florida preem of War- 
ners’ “Rising of the Moon.” Free 
coffee and cake will be served, 
with an art exhibit changed regu- 
larly in the lounge. 

Buying and booking of product 
for the 400-seater will be handled 
by the Arthur Davis office out of 
Miami. Davis ts a former publicist 
and foreign film distributor. 





DE MILLE’S 10-STRIKE 


Alien Property Custodian 
Sues Superior Films 


Wilmington, Aug. 27. 

Atty.-Gen. Herbert Brownell has 
filed a $19,000 breach of contract 
suit in Federal Court here against 
Superior Films. Acting as successor 
to the Alien Property Custodian, 
Brownell alleges Superior failed to 
abide by terms of a pact under 


IN 2D MPLS. ROUND»: hich the company was assigned 


Minneapolis, Aug. 27. 

Talk of industry here is the} 
socko business being chalked by) 
“Ten Commandments” in its first 
local subsequent run engagements 
in four widely separated neighbor-| 
hood houses that were awarded it 
on competitive bids for their areas. | 

In first’ week it'll hit $15,000 at. 
Terrace, $12,000 at Edina and $11.- 
000 each at Riverview and Holly-| 
wood at 90c matinees and $1.50) 
nights, three shows daily and newt 
reserved seats. 

This is double to triple the- | 
atres’ best previous  grosses.| 
Booked for minimum of two weeks, | 
all four houses already have com- | 
mitted themselves to a_ third) 
frame. Picture ran 13 weeks} 
downtown here as hard-ticket at-) 
traction. 

Playing firstrun for first time, 
11,000-seat neighborhood St. Louis 
Park at 85c-90e will have fine) 
$4,000 week with Allied Artists’ 
“Dino.” This is exclusive engage- 
ment. Gross is considerably more 
than theatre usually garners in 
earliest- 28-day clearance slot. 


NT Brass in S.F. 
For Exhib Gabs 





San Francisco, Aug. 27. 

Elmer C. Rhoden, National Thea- 
tres president, Frank H. Ricket- 
son Jr., general manager, and Allan 
May, treasurer, led huddle of 40 
Northern California theatre man- 
agers and other Fox West Coast 
execs here last week on plans for 
fall campaign. 

Meeting was preceded by first 
Frisco public showing of Cinemir- 
acle camera, in lobby of Fox Thea- 
tre. 

Mayor George Christopher wel- | 
comed Rhoden to Frisco, noted film | 
business had had “some difficult | 
moments” in past but was “march- 
ing on with the times” by intro- 
duction of Cinemiracle. 

Rhoden said Louis de Roche- 
mont finished shooting “Cinemir- 
acle Adventure,” was now putting 
last touches,on film and said he 
expected it would be ready for 
playdates in mid-January. 

Both Rhoden and May denied re- 
current rumors that Fox West 
Coast is planning eight-story office 
building, with theatre on ground 
floor, on a parking lot the circuit 
owns back of Loew's Warfield in 
downtown Frisco. May pointed out 
money market was too tight for 

(Continued on page 22) 


Australia’s Youth ‘Sold’ 
On Films; ‘Movies Better 
Than Ever’ Doesn’t Rate 


Sydney, Aug. 27. 

In sharp contrast to the U.S.. 
Australia’s youth still is firmly 
addicted to the motion picture. 
This was brought ut by Norman 
Rydge in his 20th annual sales 
drive address before execs of the 
Greater Union chain which he 
heads. 

Rydge cited statistics culled from | 
survey reports by Prof. W. F. Con- 
nell of the U. of Sydney, showing | 
that 38% of the 18-year-old boys | 
44% of the girls attend film shows | 
at least once a week. And he| 
re Prof. Connell to the effect | 
ha 

“The cinema, for all its faults, | 





;remains the adolescents’ greatest | 
resource of emotional education | 





from which great profit as well as | 
entertainment is gained.” 
Rydge in his address died 


| the need to concentrate on selling | 


(Continued on page 22) 


Murray to AA in UK 


Kenneth W. Murray has resigned | 
as secretary of Associated British- | 
Pathe Ltd., with which he had been | 
associated for 20 years, to join 
Allied Artists as United Kingdom 
representative. 

He replaces G. G. Dickinson in 
ithe AA London post. 





| rights to Thea Von Herbous’ screen- 
play for “M.” Picture, originally 
made in 1931, was remade in 1949. 

In addition to the $19,000, 
Brownell is demanding interest at 
a 6% rate from Aug. 20, 1953, plus 
all costs of the action. 


Parker-Daiei In 
Ist U.S.-Japanese 
Production Deal 


What is said to be the first co- 
production deal between American 
and Japanese motion picture out- 
fits was set by Steve Parker Pro- 





| ductions, an indie company launch- 


ing its first feature film project. 
The U. S. firm, headed by Parker, 
heretofore a documentary film pro- 
ducer, has made an arrangement 


| with the Daiei Co. of Japan for the 
| production of “Fourth Bureau,” an 
|original script by Jack Laird and 
| Alan Lee. 


According to Parker, John Hus- 
ton will be associated with him in 
the production. Huston, he dis- 
closed, will direct and have a 50% 


| interest in the American company’s 


share of the co-production arrange- 
ment. Daiei, Parker revealed in 
N. Y. this week, will provide all be- 
low-the-line costs while the U. S. 
firm will provide the story, direc- 
tor and stars. Anthony Quinn is 
being sought for the starring role 
in the film, which deals with Rich- 
ard Sorge, the counterspy who op- 
erated in Japan during World 
War II. 

Parker said that talks had been 
held with United Artists relating to 
a releasing deal. Filming, he said, 
will start in Japan in February. The 
young producer, who was formerly 
an actor, also_plans to film a second 
picture in Japan—‘Imperial Hotel, 
Tokyo,” another original by Laird. 
No arrangements or deals for the 
latter have been set as yet. 

As part of his activities in Japan, 
Parker, in association with Gene 
Kelly, who will direct and serve as 
host, will film a 90-minute tv spec- 
tacular to be called “Show Busi- 
ness, Japan.” Film, to be financed 
by NBC, will cover all aspects of 
the entertainment available in 
modern Japan. Work on this proj- 
ect will start in November. 

Parker’s association with film 
production in Japan stems from 
two documentaries he recently 
completed for the Japanese govern- 
ment. The 27-minute films—“On- 
sen” and “Geisha”—will be given 
theatrical distribution and will also 
be shown on television in the U.S., 
Parker disclosed. While he was in 
Japan filming the documentaries, 
Parker met Huston, who was there 
to select location sites for 20th- 
Fox’s “The Townsend Harris 
Story.” The meeting resulted in 
the association for the filming of 
“Fourth Bureau.” 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Ralph Brooke 
Randall Brooks 
Erik Bruhn 
Lucia Chase 
Jerome Cowan 
Joe De Santis 
Scott Douglas 
Charles Einfeld 
Alex C. Ewing 
Jennifer Jones 
Victor Jory 

Nora Kaye 

Ruth Ann Koesun 
John Kriza 

Joe Levine 
Michael Lland 
Michael Sean O'Shea 
Cye Martin 
Fernand Nault 
Dimitri Romanoff 
Ken Schermerhorn 
David O. Selznick 
Lupe Serrano 
Gene Wesson 
Violette Verdy 











New York Sound Track 


+++? C+ +oeo~e 


Webb & Knapp realty firm, via William Zeckendorf, reportedly eye- 
ing the Palace Theatre property on Broadway as an office building 
site... Ed Wynn, at Scaroon Manor in the Adirondacks for the location 
shooting of “Majorie Morningstar,” squelches inquisitive guests whe 
ask personal questions about why he’s trying to make a comeback at his 
age by saying, “What can I do? My son cut off my allowance.”... 
Some 500 Broadway performers, some still in makeup, others in re- 
hearsal costumes, turned up for a special midnight screening last week 
at the Little Carnegie of “A Novel Affair,” starring Margaret Leighton 
and Ralph Richardson, both of whom graced the Broadway legit scene 
last season. . .Jack Levin named chairman of N. Y. Cinema Lodge B'nai 
B’rith’s “honor night” for Stanley Warner exec veepee Sam Rosen at 
the Sheraton Astor on Oct. 12.. Monique Van Vooren back in Gotham 
after winding her stint in Metro’s “Gigi” in Paris. 

Paramount now has Adolph Zuker out on the commercial beat for 
“Ten Commandments.” He was on the Arlene Francis tv’er yesterday 
discussing the picture and reviewing industry history. ..Special police 
detail has been assigned to Hi Brewn for local location shooting of 
“Woman with Shadow,” thus avoiding the need of clearances with lo- 
cal precincts. City Hall now in earnest about lending an assist to 
film-makers, sez Brown. ..“Saint Joan” figures to gross about $250,000 
domestic. Negative cost was $1,000,000...Max Youngstein back from 
European capitals while Arthur Krim remains abroad. Ben Halpern, 
UA's publicity manager in Paris the past 20 months, returning to the 
homeoffice for a new spot in domestic publicity. 

Spyros P. Skouras, 20th-Fox prez, now says he'll go to Russia in 
January. His most recent plan was to visit the Soviet Union after re- 
turning from South Africa next month . .. Barbara Nichols due to 
make her first p.a. tomorrow (Thurs.) at Radio City Music Hall since 
her auto crash. She'll attend the “Pajama Game” preem...Anne 
Baxter, fresh from WB’s “Chase a Crooked Shadow,” due for rehears- 
als of “The Square Foot of Wonderful” on Broadway . . . Charles Ein- 
feld, 20th ad-pub v.p., and producer David O. Selznick due to huddle 
on the Coast re “Farewell to Arms” . . . East Germany’s DEFA outift 
mails a posh brochure detailing its output. Only trouble is, East Ger- 
many’s “‘Ims can’t be released in the U. S.... Maria Schell’s rising 
star is helping the b.o. on her “The Last Bridge” at the Normandie. 
Film avas kicking around Gotham for years, with no ene wanting to 
touch it .. . Richard Davis (Fine Arts Theatre, UMPO, etc.) not due 
back till October. He’s been away since April... MPEA tackling the 
division of Israel licenses. 

Sophia Loren’s pals says she simply wasn't interested in a $35,000 of- 
fer for a one-shot on tv—a brief one, yet. Cary Grant siinilarly aloof .., 
Will Rogers Hospital collections running short of quota, Unless there’s 
beaucoup money-raising in towns yet to be heard from (Boston, San 
Francisco, Chicago, Milwaukee and Minneapolis) the $1,000,000 goal 
will not be reached .. . George Fraser now working as international pub- 
licity coordinator for “Ten Commandments” . As for active indie 
film-makers, dig Hal Wallis. He’s got three new productions in the can 
(“Wild as the Wind,” “Hot Spell” and “Sad Sack”) and the future 
looks crowded. 

Jayne Mansfield, 20th-Fox star, to make a European tour starting 
late September . . . Museum of Modern Art pianning a retrospective 
showing of German films in October. It'll be tied in with a Museum 
exhibition devoted to German culture...Rang Org. importing femme 
player April Olrich to do p.a.’s for “Pursuit of the Graf Spee” in which 
she’s featured...Those press reports re a renewed Soviet approach to 
the MPEA on the purchase of pix were started via an interview with 
Eric Johnston in Rio de Janeiro in which Johnston acknowledged he'd 
met the Russian Ambassador but emphasized they hadn’t discussed 
films. It came out different... Harry Brandt of the Brandt circuit will 
be guest on the DuMont “Night Beat” show tonight (Wed.)...Ger- 
many’s Carol Hellman due in within another month with a copy of 
“Confessions of Felix Krull.” 

An art gallery especially designed for children will be established 
at the Children’s Museum in Nashville as a memorial to the late Alfred 
Starr, Tennessee circuit operator and former president of Theatre 
Owners of America ... RKO Theatres topper Sel Schwartz off to the 
Coast to ogle new product and inspect RKO Theatres in the L.A. and 
Frisco areas . . . Universal will start three new productions next 
week to give the studio a total of seven currently before the cameras, 
said to be the largest number of pictures simultaneously shooting any 
time this year . . . John Cromwell has resumed film direction after 
six years as an actor on the Broadway stage. He’s currently guiding 
Paddy Chayefsky’s ““‘The Goddess” at the Gold Medal-Biograph Studios 
in the Bronx . .. Universal prexy Milton R. Rackmil off to Europe over 
the weekend to 0.0. the company’s offices there . . . Members of 
Southern California Theatre Owners Assn. passed a resolution pledging 
themselves to immediate purchase of Loew's shares for the purpose 
of supporting the Joseph R. Vogel management in the fight for control 
of the company. Stock-owning members pledged to vote their shares 
in support of the Loew’s management .. . When Cinerama’s “Seven 
Wonders of the World” winds up its engagement at the Warner Theatre 
on Broadway on Sept. 22, it will have been screened 1,398 times... 
Dates for the new Cinerama entry, “Search for Paradise,” have been 
set for Philadelphia, Dallas (Oct. 2), Pittsburgh (Oct. 3), Buffalo and 
St. Louis (Oct. 9). World premiere is scheduled for New York on 
Sept. 24 .. . Burt Steiner, actor turned dialog director, will serve as 
d.d. on “Majorie Morningstar.” 

William Perlberg and George Seaton bought the rights to “The Rat 
Race,” 1949 play by Garson Kanin. The files show it ran only 84 per- 
formances. 

The 1957 edition of the Kinematograph Year Book (Odhams Press, 
London; $5.90), now in its 44th year, has made only two changes over 
last year’s edition: the contents are more up-to-date, and the price has 
almost doubled. 

This 596-page reference book is crammed with information, includ- 
ing a fully comprehensive “Who’s What in the Industry,” list of trade 
organizations, renting companies, and everything else which goes to 
make up a volume of this type. 
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Renzo Cesana Glory Allyn 
Irving Drutman Murri Barber 
George Jessel 
Curt Jurgens Buddy Basch 
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Spyros P. Skouras 
Gloria Stewart 


Europe to N, Y. 


Peter Glenville 
Susan Kohner 


Leo Kovner 
Barney Balaban “Hal Makelim 
Ed & Pegeen Fitzgerald Louis Mandel 
Mabel Kirsh Mort Myerson 
Abner Klipstein Betsy Palmer 
Arnold Picker Erich Maria Remarque 
Munio Podhorzer Frank Ross 
Alfred H. Tamarin Everett Sloane 
Menique Van Vooren Ezra Stone 
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Briskin's ‘Independent’ Status 


Las Vegas, Aug. 27. 

Twists and turns in the maneuvering at Loew's brought produc- 
er Samuel Briskin into perhaps the strangest position of all the 
parties involved. But one point he stresses: If he winds up with 
an important position within the company, “I would be concerned 
with curing the patient, not killing it.’ Meaning, no liquidation. 

Briskin, here over the past weekend for the opening of his 
“Joker Is Wild” production, recently was elected to the Loew’s 
directorate at the “rump” meeting of the Joseph Tomlinson group. 
This election, along with Louis B. Mayer’s, has been declared 
illegal by the Court of Chancery in Delaware. 

But the fact that he was so named created the trade impression 
that he was in the same camp with Tomlinson and’ Stanley Meyer. 
This isnot so. Briskin has never met Tomlinson and the only time 
he ever saw Meyer was when the latter married former Universal 
chief Nate J. Blumberg’s daughter about 15 years ago. 

Another angle is this: Briskin’s election to the Loew's board had 
been opposed in court by Loew’s attorneys because of an alleged 
association with another company. The company was not identi- 
fied. 

The film-maker disclosed here that while he had a contract with 
Paramount, which had nearly another two years to run, this was 
terminated by mutual consent some months ago. He maintains 
his office on the Par lot in Hollywood but stresses he’s a free 
agent and his secretary is on his payroll, not Par’s. 

Producer was involved in another peculiarity. He was recom- 
mended for the presidency of Loew's by Robert Heller Associates, 
management consultants retained by the company. Yet, no one 
at the Heller organization ever talked to him or made any contact 





whatever. 


Behind Briskin through all this is the Lehman Bros. banking 


firm. 


It’s understood that Robert Lehman has wanted him in the 


organization for some time, but it’s not clear in what capacity. 


Exhibs’ Pros & Cons on 35m ‘World’ 
As Todd Stumps for ‘Print-Down’ 








By GEORGE GILBERT 


Asbury Park, N.J., Aug. 27. 

Terms are not the only consid- 
eration determining the sale of his 
“Around the World in 80 Days,” 
Mike Todd told more than 100 ex- 
hibitors who attended a two-day 
symposium and screen demonstra- 
tion held here last week, He in- 
sisted the film be shown under 
the “best possible conditions” in 
houses surveyed by his engineers. 

With expiration a couple of 
weeks ago of a “promotion” agree- 
ment between the Michael Todd 
Co. and the American Optical Co., 
Todd himself apparently now feels 
free to point out that “80 Days” 
can be favorably screened in 
methods other than the original 
70m Todd-AO. The expired agree- 
ment called for Todd to devote 
his “best efforts” to promoting use 
of the Todd-AO process, 

The theatremen, who in effect 
represented a “captive” audience 
since they were all guests of Todd, 
scrutinized the values of a “print- 
down” Todd-AO during the dem- 
onstration Thursday (22) at Reade’s 
Paramount Theatre on this resort’s 
boardwalk. Here, in keeping with 
recommendations of Todd's en- 
gineers, a booth has been set up 
in the rear of the orchestra to 
eliminate the steep angle of pro- 
jection from the balcony “throw.” 

Prior to the demonstration, Todd 
urged the exhibs to install screens 

(Continued on page 20) 


List Industries 
Half-Yr. 50% Rise 


List Industries, whose principal 
holding is RKO Theatres, showed 
nearly a 50% gain in operational 
income for the first six months of 
this year as compared with the 
first half of 1956. Total income 
amounted to $3,207,423 in the new 
period, compared with $2,209,274 
in the corresponding 1956 period. 

The net for the six months of 
1957, after depreciation, income 
taxes and other charges, amounted 
to $503,782, and added to this is 
$411,868 in capital gains which 
accrued from the sale of_properties. 
This is equal to 21c per share. Net 
for the first half of last year was 
$317,471, or 10¢ per share. 

As of last June List was in a 
solid money position with cash and 
government securities amounting 
to $23,000,000 and longterm mort- 
gage receivables of about $7,100,- 
000. This suggests the possibility 
of either further diversification or 
perhaps a buy-in of a portion of 
the common stock issue. 








Report Mayer Mending 


San Francisco, Aug. 27. 
Louis B. Mayer may be able to 
leave Stanford Hospital in a few 


days, his doctor reported last week, 


though the exact type of anemia 
that hospitalized him more than 
fortnight ago still hasn't been 
diagnosed. 

Dr. Arthur Bloomfield said 
Mayer’s condition is good “and 
getting better.” Mayer, he said, 
had regained most of his strength 
after a series of blood transfusions 
and, the doctor added, more trans- 
fusions have not been needed 
lately. 


Vogelites Look 
To Sept. 12 For 
Final Victory 


Jubilation ran through the 
Loew’s homeoffice building as news 
of the decision of the Delaware 
Court of Chancery spread rapidly 
throughout the building on Mon- 
day (28). Now that the special 
stockholders’ meeting will be held 
on Sept. 12, as summoned by prexy 
Joseph R. Vogel, there was general 
confidence that the Loew’s topper 
will emerge triumphant in his 
fight with the Joseph Tomlinson 
dissident faction. : 

Immediately after the Delaware 
decision was flashed to New York, 
Louis Nizer, Loew's special counsel 
who argued most of Loew’s case 
before Chancellor Collins J. Seitz, 
termed the decision a victory for 
Loew’s and for the company's 
stockholders. “The court has 
held our position in every detail” 
he declared. He noted that the 
court had declared that Louis B. 
Mayer -and Samuel Briskin had 
been “invalidly” elected by the 
rump group and that they had 
been enjoined from “pretending to 
act. as directors.” He pointed out, 
too, that all resolutions adopted 
by the Tomlinson group at the 
rump meeting are “illegal.” 

“Furthermore,” declared Nizer 
in a statement, “the court has 
forbidden the Tomlinson group io 
implement the resolutions, one of 
which attempted to repudiate 
the special stockholders meet- 
ing called by president Joseph R. 
Vogel. The entire attack of the 
Tomlinson-Meyer-Mayer faction has 
been rejected by the Chancellor 

(Continued on page 18) 











WOULD BLOCK 
LIQUIDATION 


Regardless of who ultimately 
lands on first at Loew's this cor- 
poration will continue in the busi- 
ness of preducing and distributing 
pictures. 

Exhibitors throughout the na- 
tion in recent weeks have been 
outspoken in expressing fears that 
a victory for dissident stockholder 
Joseph Tomlinson in his fight 
against president Joseph R. Vogel's 
management would lead to liquida- 
tion. Similar trepidations have 
been noted across Hollywood and, 
indeed, in the Loew's New Yorle; 
homeoffice itself. 

However, such a turn of events 
is precluded as a possibility, ac- 
cording to heretofore unheard- 
from sources. These are the 
voices of insiders who request 
anonymity but there can be no 
doubts that they're in a position to 
know. 

Key factor behind the ruling out 
of dissolution of assets is the role 
being played by the Wall Street 
banking firms of Lehman Bros. 
and Lazard Freres. These two out- 
fits have an investment of $8,000,- 
000 riding on Loew’s, their com- 
bined total holdings of 350,000 
shares are voted jointly (meaning 
the largest single voting block) 
and they want Loew’s to continue 
as a going concern. , They figure 
the future potential of the com- 
pany is of greater value than any- 
thing that would accrue to them 
via placing physical facilities, stu- 
dio properties, real estate, etc., 
on the block at this time. 

One usually reliable source 
added that Tomlinson takes a simi- 
lar view despite the many intra- 
trade statements which have iden- 
tified him as the liquidation-bent 
heavy. 

But actually it doesn’t matter to 
a great extent the way in which 
Tomlinson has plotted things on 
the presumption that he'll take 
over the Loew’s helm. The insid- 
ers say he couldn’t pursue an all- 
out divestiture program for the 
reason that the opposition that 
would be forthcoming from Leh- 
man and Lazard would thwart him. 

However, that there will be some 
changes in Loew’s economic struc- 
ture is regarded as likely. This 
would take the form of continuing 
sale of unneeded and unprofitable 
assets and, if the right kind of deal 
can be arranged, the sale of either 
a part or all of the Culver City 
studio to investors but continuing 
tennancy under a longterm lease- 
back. ’ 

This kind of maneuvering would 
have as its purpose the strength- 
ening of cash position and provide 
the means for shrinkage of capital- 
ization structure through purchases 





ALWAYS BE A LOEW’S: BANKERS 


Decks Cleared for Vogel's Session . 

Of Sept. 12 as Court Invalidates 
Mayer-Briskin Election & Rump Meet 

ae) eon 


Wilmington, Del., Aug. 27. 
Hollywood, Aug. 27. 


The last legal obstacle for the 
| holding of the Loew's special stock- 
Charles Schnee exits Metro after | holders’ meeting on Sept. 12 was 
six years as a contract producer to |Temoved here today when the 
form his own indie production unit | Delaware Court of Chancery ruled 
at Columbia. Departure is effective | that Louis B. Mayer and Samuel 
Nov. 1 Briskin were invalidly elected to 
Schnee, a writer at Metro before |the board at the July 30 rump meet- 
he became a producer, will write | ing called by the Joseph Tomlinson 
and produce the films on _ his/| forces. At the same time, Chan- 
Columbia program, getting a par- | cellor Collins J. Seitz ruled that 
ticipation in profits. Deal is similar | all actions taken at the July 30 
to those under which former Metro-| Meeting are invalid and he en- 
ites George Sidney and Joe Paster- | joined the Tomlinson supporters 
nak and Sam Katz went to Colum- | on the board from taking any steps 
bia. bes implement the resolutions taken 
| the rump session. 
Since a resolution passed by the 











of the corporation’s stock. 


Todd's ‘Hey Rube 


For Vogel Corner 
Vs. ‘Hostile’ Side 


In his customary flamboyant 
manner, Mike Todd came out in 
a forceful and colorful defense of 
the Loew’s management and prexy 
Joseph R. Vogel in the fight 
against the Joseph Tomlinson fac- 
tion. 

Todd prepared an advertisement, 
originally intended for the Wall 
Street Journal. However, he was 
unable to make the insertion be- 
cause of a Securities & Exchange 
Commission ruling relating to 
“propagandizing” during a proxy 
fight. At any rate, the ad, which 
Todd did not release, employs a 
carnival allusion to make its point. 
Titled “Hey, Rube!,” the ad, signed 
by Todd, points out that the “Hey, 
Rube!,” call is “sounded only in 
moments when the show is in great 
peril—under attack by hostile 
elements.” 

“One of the great shows of our 
time—Loew’s MGM—is under at- 
tack by hostile elements,” the Todd 
never-published ad says,” and 
people in show business, true to 
their tradition are rallying to its 
support.—Me too. 

“As an old carny guy,” Todd 
continues, “I do not want to blow 
the whistle or expose another guy's 
gaff. I am not one to minimize the 
talents of the asset-hunters, com- 
pany-grabbers, proxy-fighters, li- 
quidators or other geezers out to 
make a fast buck. 

“These peculiar or special talents 
have sometimes been known to 

(Continued on page 22) 





Selling $0 Days Hard (Ticket) 


Mike Todd Sounds Off on Two-Buck Admission 
Policy With Popcorn Bypassed 





Asbury Park, N.J., Aug. 27. 

Mike Todd, whose “Around the 
World in 80 Days” is already play- 
ing 39 situations in Todd-AO and 
will be marqueed in 45 to 50 sites 
by the end of the month, sounded 
off anew on his marketing policies 
for the film at an elaborate sales 
meet held here last week under his 
auspices. Warming to his subject, 
he also tossed in his conception of 
what today’s show business should 
be and credited the public with 
more intelligence than most of the 
industry gives it. 

He warned his exhibitor guests 
that “80 Days” will always be a 
hard-ticket show and will never be 
priced at less than $2 top. “You 
know I don’t have any antipathy 
toward popcorn,” the showman 
said, “but I don’t want any sold 
with ‘80 Days’.” Referring to his 
upcoming film version of the Cer- 
vantes novel, he added that “ ‘Don 
Quixote’ won't be a ‘popcorn’ pic- 





ture either. You can have pop- 
corn in between.” 

“Price is no longer the important 
factor at the boxoffice,” Todd de- 
clared. For a top film today can 
gross as much at upped admissions 
in 400 theatres as in 4,000. “I'm 


so convinced that’s show business,” | 
know | 


he added. “Moreover, I 
they (the public) don’t believe the 
ads. An ad campaign isn’t impor- 
tant. You've got to have the quali- 
ty in the picture.” 

With a flourish of his hand, 


Tomlinson faction was one repu- 
diating the special stockholders’ 
meeting called by prexy Joseph R. 
Vogel, the court's decision has the 
effect of enjoining the Tomlinson 
group from intertering with the 
Sept. 12 shareholders’ session. The 
| court's decision was a clear-cut vic- 
|tory for the Loew’s management 
\in its fight with Tomlinson for 
control of the company. 

Chancellor's opinion was sum- 
mary judgment for bids of Vogel 
}and 53 stockholders who supported 
|him, to have the entire July 30 
meeting declared invalid. 

Killoran Victory 

The court accepted the reasoning 
}of Clair J. Killoran, attorney for 
|intervening stockholders’ group, at 
|last week's argument, that provi- 
sion under which the two had been 
|elected was intended to apply 
|where there was less than a 
quorum in office. He therefore re- 
jected the motion for summary 
judgment by the Tomlinson fac- 
—_ and granted that of the Vogel 
side. 

The only part of latter action he 
|denied specifically was that seek- 
jing to restrain Tomlinson side 
(Continued on page 20) 


High ‘If Slant 
On Loew's Stock 


Despite the battle for control of 
the Loew's empire, the Wiesenber- 
ger Investment Report, periodi- 
cally issued by Arihur Wiesenber- 
| ger & Co. brokerage firm, says that 
|if the company can be revitalized 
| under a strong management team 
}and a board “representing substan- 
| tial holding interests,” it believes 
that the valu. of Loew’s shares 
would be “far greater than is in- 
| dicated by the recent $18 price ...” 

The various developments in re- 

lation to the company “only reem- 
phasize the value of Loew's prize,” 
the report says. The Wall Street 
firm's survey says “there have been 
some intimations that the com- 
pany’s 25c. share quarterly divi- 
dend rate may be cut.” It adds, 
| however, that the company’s re- 
|cent earnings statement and the 
possible divvy cut cannot be 
blamed entirely on prexy Joseph 
R. Vogel, “since they reflect box- 
office failure of pictures made be- 
fore he became head of the com- 
pany.” 


Todd Attys. Sue Him 


Los Angeles, Aug. 27. 

| Breach of contract suit to re- 
\cover $12,472 was filed against 
| Mike Todd by lawyers who repre- 
|sented him in his tax battle with 











| 


| 
} 





‘; 


Todd bellowed, “the jig is up, the | the County of Los Angeles over 


public is too smart. You can't 
fool them anymore. Razzle-dazzle 
gets ‘em in the opening day, but 
they'll find out whether they've 
been fooled by misleading adver- 
tising and false pretenses. The 
most important thing is to build 
the publicity into the negative.” 


He recalled a conversation he) 


had with one exhib whom he asked 
(Continued on page 20) 


|the assessment on the negative of 
;“Around the World in 80 Days.” 


Action was filed by James D. 
|Gunderson who says he hired at- 


}torneys Barnett Shapiro and Wil- 
jliam Kraker to do tax assignment 


work for Todd. Suit contends they 


| were paid only $12,390 of a $22,- 


364 fee and that they assigned the 
claim for the balance to Gunder- 


\ son. 





VARIETY 








6 FILM REVIEWS Wednesday, August 28, 1957 
The Joker Is Wild Lewis talking to his own image, The Sun Also Rises made maximum use of the field-/Reck Areund the World 
' isn't realistic, Wen day opportunity afforded his len ‘ ° 
aaa da tenia On the musical side, a number gat omhe oa aad in Paris, Spain and Mexico. Other simae oe Story 





Geod story values and top- 
drawer impersonation of aitery 
comic Joe E. Lewis by Frank 
Sinatra. Too long but still ex- 
ploitable and saleable. 





Las Vegas, Aug. 27. 


Paramount release of Samuel J. Bris- 








kin reduction. Stars Frank Sinatra, . sd i Danik ‘ 
Mitzi t yno1 Jeanne Crain, Eddie Albert; Evans. , Directed by Henry King. Screen- 
features Beverly Garland, Jackie Coogee. Action of the Tiger = eel me ienest 
“¢ ‘har 4 . Se ay, e pway vel; editor, a Mace; 
} a a a a Lets tees (BRITISH-TECHNICOLOR) music, Hugo Friedhofer, conducted by 
book by Art Cohn; camera, Daniel L. Lionel Newman; camera (De Luxe color), 
Fapp: editor, Everett Douglas; music, Confused meller with Van Leo Tover. Previewed in N.Y. Aug. 20, 
Walter Scharf; song “All the Way” by Johnson as an adventurer and Running time . 
Sammy Cahn and James Van Heusen; M j Cc 1 irl in di | Jake Barnes , Tyrone Power 
specialty songs and parodies, Harry Har artine Carol as girl in dis- | ([sdy Brett Ashley ........ Ava Gardner 
ris. Premiere at El Portal Theatre. ies tress; will satisfy undiscrimin- Robert Cohn e oe a} Ferrer 
Vegas, Aug. 23, ‘57. Running time, ; Mike Campbe . Erro ynn 
MINS ating audiences. | Bill Gorton — ‘4 Eddie Albert 
Joe E. Lewis .. ...c+seeee0 Frank Sinatra | Count Mippipopolous .... Gregory Rato 
Martha Stewart Mitzi Gaynor London, Aug. 27. Georgette .... ..s+ Suliette Greco 
Letty Page Jeanne Crain| Metro release of a Claridge (Kenneth Zizi ; Marcel Dalio 
Austin Mack Eddie Albert Harper) production. _Stars Van John- | Doctor Henry Daniell 
Cassie Mack . . Beverly Garland | son, Martine Carol, Herbert Lom. Di- | Harris. --..sceweceeene Bob Cunningham 
Swifty Morgan .... Jackie Coogan | rected by Terence Young. Screenplay, | The ere Danik Patisson 
Capt. Hugh McCarthy..... Harry Kelley | Robert Carson, adapted for screen by | Romero wad Robert | vans 
George Parker ...» Ted de Corsia | Peter Myers, from novel by James Wel- j Mr. Braddock .. Eduardo Nor iega | 
Tim Coogan : Leonard Graves | lard; camera, Edmund Dickinson; editor, | Mrs. Braddock . Jacqueline Evans 
Flora ..... Malerie Allen | Frank Clarke; music, Humphrey Searle. oer nm : So ee 
rsque Come | At Empi T t London. Running | Frances al c ) 
Burlesque Come panes Hank Henry Qt Ragiee ee re, Londo ‘Mar. Romero’ -.-... Carlos David Ortigos 
Fi $j a Ww * aS .ccieyybocsteceice Van Johnson | ; 
Frank Sinatra wee first to omry be Fare Martine Carol | In undertaking the transmuta- 
the ball with this one, having j triton (2000005 00000200000. Herbert Lom |. | oy 
bought Art Cohn’s story of Joe E. | Henri “eo ”. Gustave Rocco |tion into screen fare of the novel 
: 49 - | Kol Stendho .. sees» Jose Nieto |. 1: ati 
Lewis in galley proof form and | 7). Countess... seeese ieee are+Which first .escalatored .Ernest 
thereafter taking a key part in the Mara cea ‘ (Anna Gerber Hemingway to renown, Darryl F. 
ackaging y , y Security Guard ........ nthon awson | é 
PACKsens. 7 he epee a  yglieageym tibetan Sean Connery |Zanuck faced problems which 
true represontation of pixie Lewis, | gating 201 Yvonne Warren | might have given pause to a pro- 


bon vivant and nitery buffoon, and | 
acknowledged by many in the trade | 
as doyen of the saloon comedians. 
It doesn't matter much about this | 
objective, for the fact is that the | 
finished product is a pretty good | 
picture 

Joe BE. Lewis may not be a house- | 
hold word in many areas but this | 
doesn't matter, either. Paramouut | 
is out to sell the picture, net the 
man, and the entertainment plusses 
and exploitation pegs seem suffi- 
cient to assure a fair-enough pay- 
off. 

Sinatra obviously couldn't be 
made to look like Lewis; any 
thought of a reasonabie facsimile, 
appearance-wise, is out of the ques- 
tion. And Lewis’ style of delivery 
is unique and defies accurate copy- 
ing ‘although some of his onstage 
mannerisms are aped by the film's 
star quite well), But these are 
minor reservations in light of the 
major job Sinatra does at being 
an actor. He's believeable and 
forceful — alternately sympathetic 
and pathetic, funny and sad. 

“Joker Is Wild” purports to be 
the case history of a Prohibition 
era entertainer who lived through 
a savage attack by mobsters; loved 
and lost a pretty, rich girl; mar- 
ried a dancer whom he neglected; 
often was a self-pitying heel; hit 
the bottle and gambled all the 
time; and meanwhile gagged his 
way to being a heavy favorite in 
the club-date sweepstakes. 

Samuel J. Briskin’s production 
tries to make contact with the 
inner person of this character, in 
addition te giving a play to the 
outer clown. A certain amount of 
success is scored and it's via this 
approach that the picture achieves 
weight. It has some good, dramatic 
story material, 

Oscar Saul's screenplay builds 
splendidty and is peppered with 
some bright and sharp dialog along 
with a few old jokes, which don't 
rate the laughs they get by Lewis’ 
on-screen audiences. 

Eddie Albert plays Austin Mack, 

Lewis’ longtime piano accompanist 
and intimate friend, with consider- 
able feel, He's the old reliable type 
of buddy, sometimes confused or 
frustrated but ever eager to help 
the comic when the going gets 
rough. Story has it that the turn- 
ing point in Lewis’ career was his 
being jockeyed by Mack into the 
ole of comedian when the gang- 
and muscle men damaged his 
vocal chords and he could no 
longer be a singer. 

Jeanne Crain is touching and fits 
in fine as the wealthy gal who 
falls for Lewis (and he for her) but 
eventually gives up on him be- 
cause of his hesitancy about mar- 
riage. The leggy, shapely, cutie-pie- 
faced Mitzi Gaynor is colorful as 
a chorus dancer who marries Lewis 
after“Miss Crain takes the powder. 
And she proves she can handle 
herself in the acting department 
when she despairs of the funny 
man as he gives his time to his 
cronies and the bottle. 

In featured spots are Beverly 
Garland, who works well as Al- 
bert’s wife, and Jackie Coogan, 
who plays the irrepressible sales- 
man Swifty Morgan with gusto. 

In lesser spots and holding their 





own are Barry Keliey, Ted de 
C orsia, Leonard Graves, Valerie 
Allen and Hank Henry (whose 


hangout continues to be Las Vegas). 
; Under Charles Vidor’s direction, 
‘Joker Is Wild” plays out in well 
organized and smooth fashion. But 
it goes overboard on length. Too 
much time and footage are taken, 
for example, in the buildup for the 





of old tunes are reprised by Sina- 
tra and he introduces one new one, 
!“All the Way,” by Sammy Cahn 
}and James Van Heusen, pleasantly 
| okay via the Sinatra voice, Walter 
| Scharf’s scoring is a strong credit 
and technical work ali is compe- 
| tent. i Gene. 


Tyrone Power, Ava Gardner, 
Errol Flynn in Hemingway 
saga for okay b.o. 


20th-Fox release of Darryl F. Zanuck 
production. Stars Tyrone Power, Ava 
Gardner, Mel Ferrer, Errol Flynn, Eddie 
Albert; features Gregory Ratoff, Juliette 
| Greco, Marcel Dalio, Henry Daniell, Bob 
| Cunningham, Patisson, Robert 























. 


Somewhere along the line a good 
idea got lost in “Action of Tiger.” 
Hence, what might have been an 
exciting thriller turns out to be 
confused, highly-colored stuff with 
casual direction and mostly routine 
performances. However, Van John- 
son and Martine Caro] have mar- 
quee value and this melodrama 
will satisfy the undiscriminating. 

According to the credits Robert 
Carson’s screenplay (‘based on 
James Wellard’s k) was adapte 
for the screen by Peter Myers. 
Exactly how or why a screenplay 
has to be adapted for the screen is 
an intriguing point and it may be 
that too many writers were in- 
volved in shaping the story. 

Insofar as it can be disentangled, 


runner in contraband — mostly 
Greek children, whom he rescues 
from Communist Albania in his 
motor-launch, He meets Martine 
Carol who offers him considerable 


ducer less intrepid, experienced 
incisive. The 30-year-old 

ldealt with expatriates of World 
| War I's “lost generation” careen- 
ling around Europe. Since, there’s 


lbeen another global war much 
imore vast, other “lost genera- 
itions.” Zanuck wisely surrounded 


|“Sun” with constellations of mar- 
}quee - weighty 
|Power, Ava Gardner, Mel Ferrer, 
|Errol Flynn, Eddie Albert — and 


| obtained excellent locales, provided | 


'a lush production background. It 
lremained for Peter  Viertel’s 
|screenplay to bring the novel’s 
lecolorful crop of characters to life 
as had Hemingway's book. Offset- 
ing the film’s many production 
|plus marks is fact Viertel, while 


|} terizations and the all-important 
| mood Hemingway had conjured up. 
|Chances of really big boxoffice are 
|fair, and can be improved with em- 
|phasis on cast names and—par- 


see tts | Mrs. Patton 
stars Tyrone | ,'Girl. 


coin to rescue her blind brother | ticularly—on a plot hook that is 
(Gustavo Rocco), a political prison- | provocative and certain to arouse 
er in Albania. |talk and consequent b.o. reaction. 

Miss Carol’s charms persuade; Zanuck never has been daunted 
Van Johnson against his better | by an offbeat theme, and he knows 








attack on Lewis. Closer editing 


would seem to be in order. And the 
ess at the finish, which has 


busin 


judgment. The remainder of yarn 
involves the party now swollen to 
six children and four adults, in 
skirmishes with the security police 
and armed bandits before they 
ultimately find safety. 

All this might have been legiti- 
mate plotting for a straight-for- 
ward drama, but director Terence 
Young allows too much ‘time 
between his highlights, with his 
characters rarely emerging as 
credible people. Add uninspired 
dialog and indifferent art-work, 
and it will be seen that not even 
excellent color and strong lensing 
by Edmund Dickinson (shot briefly 
in Athens, thence to Spain) can do 
much for this disappointing film. 

Performances don’t help a great 
deal. Van Johnson has the muscles 
for the_role but plays the role with 
a bored scowl which hardly lifts 
even When grudgingly romancing 
comely Miss Carol. She is able to 
contribute little more than her 
good looks, 

Of the leading players, only 
Herbert Lom impresses, He amus- 
ingly and _ skillfully portrays a 
larger-than-life bandit with curious 
garb and an eye-glass. Lom per- 
forms with a flourish as if he 
realizes that desperate measures 
are called for if the pic is to be 
saved. But Lom appeers too late 


|and is bumped off too soon for him 


to be of great help. 

Some of the smaller roles are 
played competently by Helen Haye, 
Anna Gerber, Jose Nieto, Sean 
Connery and Anthony Dawson. 
But newcomer Gustavo Rocco, 
though handsome, fails to make 
much impact as Miss Carol's blind 
brother. Rich. 





Ruenes Family Expands 
Theatrical Operations 


Mission, Tex., Aug. 27. 

Ramon Ruenes Jr., and Eduardo 
I. Ruenes have purchased Buck- 
horn Drive-In, located between 
here and McAllen, Tex. Eduardo 
will be manager of the ozoner. 
Jefferson Amusement of Dallas 
will handle bookings, firstrun pics. 

The brothers are members of the 
Ruenes Theatre Circuit of the Rio 
Grande Valley which operates the 
Victoria and Capitol in Browns- 
ville; the Ruenes in San Benito; 
Azteca in Harlingen; Rex in Rio 
Hondo; El Rey in Raymondville, 
Mexico in McAllen and the Rex 
here. The Ruenes family have 
been in the theatre biz for the past 


'50 years, 


how to utilize such ‘opportunities 
| (witness “Pinky”). In light of the 
film industry’s new found “free- 
dom” of expression under the re- 
vised Production Code, Zanuck 
doesn’t gloss over the key plot 
twist that Power plays an im- 
potent newspaperman in frustrated 
love with Ava Gardner, who plays 
| Lady Brett Ashley. y 
|drags along their “love affair” in- 
jstead of propelling it. Thus the 
yarn never comes off either as a 
love story or a definitive study of 
the “lost generation.” 


Power is on the wooden side, his 
character never wholly believable. 
Miss Gardner turns in a far more 
sympathetic and credible perform- 
ance. Mel Ferrer never quite 
achieves the hangdog aspect re- 
quired of his role, but Errol Flynn 
and Eddie Albert turn in topflight 
characterizations as drunken mem- 
bers of the gamoling expatriates. 
Flynn registers especially well, for 
it’s an offbeat part for him. 
Among featured players, Robert 
|Evans as the bullfighter, Juliette 
|Greco as a Parisian prostie, and 
a gadabout 





‘ 


Gregory Ratoff as 
count are standout. 
Director Henry King, saddled 
with an overlong and® never 
sparkling script, could instill little 
vital life into much of the pic, and 
many of the conversational scenes 
|seemed to lag. However, when 
King could swerve from the script, 
his inventive direction is marked. 
The two high points of the pro- 
duction — for excitement, clever 
Staging and visual delight—are a 
Spanish fiesta and bullfight se- 
quences. King extracted the ulti- 
mate, deftly catching his cast in 
the heart of all the action, thus 
achieving notable results. Unfor- 
|tunately, these scenes are only in- 
| Cidental to the plot. 
t Leo Tover’s color photography 
| injects much excitement, and he 
A TT 


Par’s Family Affair 


Paramount president Barney 
Balaban, board _ chairman 
Adolph Zukor, ad-pub v.p. Jer- 
ry Pickman and other execs of 
the film company had a special 
purpose in attending last 
week’s opening of the “Simply 
Heavenly” legiter at the Play- 
house, New York. 

They were to root for Melvin 
Stewart, male lead in the show, 
| who until recently was a waiter 
in the Par homeoffice execs’ 
dining room. 














back-of-the-camera credits are ex- 
cellent right dowr the line—Hugo 
Friedhofer’s score, the art direc- 
jtion of Lyle R. Wheeler and Mark- 
Lee Scott, editing by William 
Mace. 

| Zanuck’s overall reining of the 
production is obvious every frame; 
fit is “big” in the biggest sense of 
the word, Too bad such general, 
top - tier production excellence 


couldn’t have been extended to the | 


elements—the story— 
Chan. 


more vital 
of the film. 


| Reform School Girl 

Cheapie for the adolescent 
trade. Adequate for program 
situations. 





Hollywood, Aug. 23. 
American-International release of a 
| Carmel Production. Stars Gloria Castillo, 
| Ross Ford, Edward Byrnes. 
Robert J. Gurney Jr., Samuel Z. Arkoff. 
| Director-Screenplay, Edward Bernds; cam- 
}era, Floyd Crosby; editor, Richard C. 
| Meyer; art director, Den Ament; 
| Ronald Stein. Previewed at Warner's 


| Hollywood, Aug. 22, ‘57. Running time, 
| 71 MINS. 
| Donna Price .. Gloria Castillo 
| David Lindsay . oss Ford 
| Vinee os ees . Edward Byrnes 
SOD 2650 crcrtecnecesees , eed 
| Ruth .. Jan Englund 
| Roxy peseeees Yvette Vickers 
| Mrs. Trimble ..... Helen Wallace 
| Cathy 7 -»» Donna Jo Gribble 
Josie : Luana Anders 
| Mona Diana Darrin 
S ERRGE. 00 veces sec Nesdon Booth 
| Gary - . Wayne Taylor 
| Blonde cotecce stones Sharon Lee 
| Mr. Horvath .... .. Jack Kruschen 
| Elena ee es Linda Rivera 
| Midge “ Elaine Sinclair 
| Matron - Dorothy Crehan 


| Mrs. Horvath ....... Claire Carleton 
Lillian Powel 


: ’ Sally Kellerman 





Since quality has little to do with 
the success of a cheapie exploita- 
tion film for a teenage audience, 
this should serve adequately in 
program situations (‘in this. case, 
teamed with “Rock Around the 
World”). For the prurient-minded, 
there’s mucho leg display, and for 


| hewing to the plot line of the book, | the immature audiences, there's a 


the plot has Van Johnson as a/joses along the way the charac- | 


plaintive adolescent — philosophy 
about non-squealing. 
Edward Bernds, who also di- 


rected, wrote the screenplay and 
keeps things at a pretty elemen- 
tary level on both counts, despite 
widely separated patches of re- 
freshing adult dialog. Gloria Cas- 
tillo enacts attractive youngster in 
bad environment, sent to reform 
school after involvement in a fatal 
ear accident. Conflict with unre- 
constructed types at the school 
then revolves about whether she 
should name the guilty party, Ed- 
ward Byrnés, an _  unappetizing 
young car thief. Sympathetic 
teacher Ross Ford and new bf. 
Ralph Reed help her solve her 
problem, after considerable and 





But the script | 


| 
Too, performances are mixed. | 


none-too-convincing violence. 

Pic offers empioyment to a large 
corps of local young actresses, per- 
haps its only real justification. 
Miss Castillo especially impresses, 
with a wholescme, fresh appeal. 
Ford, Byrnes and Reed haven't 
much chance against the plotting. 

Kove. 


The Disembodied 
Voodoo and mystic spells com- 
bined for a routine meller. 





Hollywood, Aug. 23. 
Allied Artists release of Ben Schwalb 
roduection. Stars Paul Burke, Allison 
ayes; features John E. Wengraf, Eugenia 
ul, Joel Marston, Robert Christopher, 
Norman Fredric, A =. Ukonu, Paul 
Thompson, Otis Greene. Directed by 
Walter Grauman. Screenplay, Jack Town- 
ley; camera, Harry Neumann; editor, 
William Austin; music, Marlin Skiles. 
Previewed Aug. 16, ‘57. Running time, 
od MINS. 





Producers, | 


music, | 


(Musica]) 


British-filmed biopic of big- 
name singer over there, Tom- 
my Steele, slightly altered for 
Yank consumption. Notable 
only in exposing Steele to 
Yank audiences, but it should 
go with rock ’n’ roll, rhythm 
& blues crowd. 








| Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

| American-International release of «an 
Anglo-Amalgamated Film. Stars Tommy 
Steele, Nancy Whiskey; features Hunter 
Hancock, The Steelmen, Humphrey 
Lyttleton band, Charles McDevitt Skiffle 
Group. Producer, Herbert Smith. Direc- 
tor, Gerard Bryant. Screenplay, Norman 
Hudis; camera, Peter Hennessy; editor, 
| Ann Chegwidden; art director, Eric Saw; 
songs, Steele, Lionel Bart, Michael Pratt. 
| “Freight Train,” by Paul James and Fred 
William. Previewed at Warner's Holly- 


wood, Aug. 22, °57. Running time, 71 
NS. 
Tommy Steele ........ Tommy Steele 
RPUERED .. .ccvesescece Patrick Westwood 
Mrs. Steele ....cccccesss Hilda Fenemore 
| Mr. Steele ........es.e08- Charlies Lamb 
John Kennedy ......... Peter Lewiston 
| Paul Lincoln ........¢00e+: John Boxer 
Junkshop Man ..+.eeeeerees Daly 
Hospital Nurse ......+.+.-- Lisa Daniely 





Byran Coleman 


Hospital Doctor 
Cyril Chamberlain 


Chief Steward 
Busker (Guitarist). . 


....- Bernard Hunter 


lst Steelman (Bass) . Alan Weighell 
2nd Steelman (Pianist) . Dennis Price 
3rd Steelman (Drummer) . Leo Pollini 


| 4th Steelman (Saxophonist). Alan Stuart 
| Judo Instructor .. Tom Littlewood 
| Cals Bands: Chris O'Brien's Carib- 
| beans and Tommy Eytle’s Calypso Band. 





| Teenage Party Artists: Humphrey Lyt- 
|telton’s Band, Chas. MeDevitt Skiffle 
| Group and Hunter Hancock. 

| Aimed at rock ‘n’ roll and 
jrhythm & blues aficionados, this 
pic should rightly be entitled 
|“Rock Around Blighty.” A _ Brit- 


| ish-filmed biopicof Tommy Steele, 
|noted English rock singer (called 
“The Tommy Steele Story” over 
there), it’s been crudely Ameri- 
|eanized for local consumption by 
| adding intro footage by Yank dee- 
jay Hunter Hancock. However, it 
remains emphatically British in 
| concept and largely in locale, even 
if more in the Cockney than the 
| stiff-upper-lip tradition. 

Pic is most notable in exposing 
young Steele to Yank audiences. 
From this, he’s got an engaging 
| personality and a fine set of pipes, 
worthy of a better idiom. Other- 
| wise, biog is a slender story thread 
jon which to hang a multitude of 
rock, calypso, ballad and rhythm & 
jblues tunes, Frankly, to the un- 
|initiated, by the time 15 or so mu- 
jsical pieces (most of which young 
| Steele helped write) go by, rock 
|numbers have a tendency toward 
|monotonous uniformity. However, 
|two numbers’ stand out. One is 
|“A Handful of Songs,” a non-rock 
| ballad sung by Steele; other is an 
linterpolated sequence in which 
| Nancy Whiskey and the Chas. Mc- 
Devitt Skiffle group belt out their 
famed version of “Freight Train.” 


Technically, pic is ‘erry-built 
and reflects cheap production 
| standards. Numbers recorded at a 


|London teenage concert are used 
| through pic in other contexts, but 
are easily recognizable by distinc- 
|tive tonal quality and pore lip 
syne. (One notable peculiarity is 
{that Steele speaks a strong Cock- 
| ney in dramatic passages, but sings 
with a solid U. S. twang.) Kove. 


Across the Bridge 
(BRITISH) 


Slow, contrived British drama 
with mounting atmosphere and 
sock climax. Powerful perfor- 
mance by Rod Steiger provides 
main b.o. appeal. 


London, Aug. 20. 
Rank production and release. Stars 
Rod Steiger, David Knight, Marla Landi. 














J Paul Burke | Directed by Ken Annakin -reenplay 
Fonda -sveeesvers sees Allison Hayes | Guy om, ‘Stomie. Srdsmenki fume alae 
» Metz ......ee cerns John E. Wengraf | by Graham Greene; camera, Reginald 
Mo te ccccvcececereeees genia Paul | Wyer; editor, e; music. 
PE accebbaeysSs> se Joel Marston | James Bernard. t , Leleester 
OO nsec reer eerenrens — gg wid | Square, London, Running time, 103 MINS. 
juba ... tenes Norman Fredric | Carl Schaffner ............. od Steiger 
Voodoo Drum Leader . E, Ukonu | Johnny i ‘ 
Gogi ..... :; Paul Thompson |Mary ... °°). 7272227227! ria 
Kabar ........ Otis Greene | Chief of Police ... |... .:"!"Noel Willman 
: | Det.Inspector Hadden ..... Bernard Lee 
Voodoo deep in the jungles pro- | Paul Scarf .............. oe 
vides the basic backdrop for this | cooper...” >, Aten Gitord 
okay meller which generally sus- | Mrs. Scarff . inuebees Wells 
tains interest ; Ss. e | Bay ....ssssee . aith Brook 
th mg neat and should please | wiiten’ 1.0..." Stanley Maxted 
e young ‘uns. Film is being pack-| Anna ...... 0025000... arianne Z 





aged with the sci-fi “From Hell It 


| Came” (see review in this issue). 
” 


_Mesmeric spells, fatal spells and 
just plain spells abound in the 
Jack Townley screenplay, all cou- 
pled with voodoo mysticism. There 
are so many spells at times, one 
even seems to be cast over the 
plot. Allison Hayes, heautiful wife 
of a jungle doctor, is the evil one 
with the voodoo powers who even- 





tually is knifed to death after try- 
|ing—and sometimes succeeding— 
|to rid the plot of several charac- 
| ters. Surviving the plot twists and 
turns are: author-lecturer Paul 
Burke, photog Joel Marston and 
Burke’s assistant, Robert Chris- 
topher. 

Cast members all perform ade- 
quately under the okay direction 
of Walter Grauman (from tv), and 
Ben Schwalb’s production mantling 
and technical contributions are par 





| for the course, Neal, 





|. In marquee value, Rod Steiger 


| is on his own in this film. Pro- 
| viding his name can pull in patrons 
jon either side of the Atlantic early 
| enough, there is sufficient quality 


j about “Across the Bridge” to in- 


}Sure generous draw via word-of- 
|mouth later on. 

The screenplay by Guy Elmes 
and Denis Freeman, based on Gra- 
ham Greene’s story, unfolds slow- 
| ly. At times, it needs patience to 
absorb. But this is strong on situa- 
tion and acting stints and winds up 
;with a sure-fire climax” In es- 
sence, it is a gripping character 
;Study of an arrogant man who, 
; through his own crooked folly and 
greed, topples from power to de- 
grading death as a gutter outcast. 
| Steiger is a shady international 
financier who is on the lam from 
Scotland Yard and the FBI. On 

(Continued on page 18) 
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‘Robinson’: Venice Storm Centre 


Row over the refusal of the Venice film festival to admit the 
German feature, “Robinson Soll Nicht Sterben” (Robinson Shall 
Not Die), has triggered the resignation of fest director F. L. Am- 


mannati. 


It looks as if it will be accepted. 


The Italfans say the German film was submitted after the Aug. 


5 deadline. 
lection committee on Aug. 2. 


The Germans insist that it was available to the se- 
In any case, the Germans have de- 


cided to skip participation in the feature-film contest altogether. 


However, the matter has had 


more serious consequences since 


the Germans now are threatening to withdraw from the Common 


European Film Market as a result of the “slight.” 


Common Mar- 


ket film group meets at Ischia immediately following the fest, and 
an attempt will be made at that time to get the Germans back 


into the fold. 


Of all the Common Market partners, Germany’s film producers 
are probably the least enthusiastic about the project. Neverthe- 
less, they’ve gone along with it to date, though they definitely 
have been a modifying influence. 


Venice at one point tried to 


compromise by offering to run 


“Robinson” in the children and youth film category. Germans 


nixed that bid. 











Spanish-Italo Brooklyn Launches 
Venice Fest in Bigwig Setting 


Venice, Aug. 27. 

The 18th Venice Film Festival 
got under way Sunday (25) night 
with the world premiere showing 
of “Un Angel Volo Sobre Brook- 
lyn” (An Angel Flew Over Brook- 
lyn), the Spanish entry 
co-produced with Italy) directed 
by Ladislao Vajda and starring 
Pablito Calvo and Peter Ustinov. 

Opener in Venice Lido’s arc-lit 
Film Palace was attended by large 
number of stars, film industry reps, 
government delegates and Ambas- 
sadors, plus a record number of 
scribes from all parts of the world. 
Undersecretary Giuseppe Resta 
headed the large Italian delegation, 
which included pic industry top- 
pers and reps of the Italian House 
and Senate. Here for Spain, whose 
single entry was screened, were the 
Spanish Ambassador, as well as the 
current film industry- topper in 
that country, Munoz-Fontan, pic 
star Pablito Calvo, and a host of 
other film industryites from that 
country. Preem was Eurovisioned 
for half an hour, with Emma 
Danieli emceeing tv's salute to the 
top pic event. 

Gala sendoff was followed by a 
full-dress supper at the Excelsior 
Hotel in honor of the foreign dele- 
gations and guests of the festival. 
After only two days of competition, 
naming of potential prizewinners 
is difficult if not foolish, especially 
at a fest such as this where there 
are only four prizes in all handed 
out—two to films and two to actors. 
The grapevine, such as it’s worth, 
likes the two Italo entries, “Notti 
Bianche” and “Sogni nel Cassetto,” 
the Indian pic, “Aparajito,” “Hat- 
ful of Rain” (perhaps for a per- 
formance prize); “Kumonosu Djo,” 
Akira Kurosawa’s Japanese entry; 
the French pic, “Oeil pour Oeil”; 
Russia's “Malwa.” All these cannot 
win—and there are several dark 
horses. 





Germany’s Export-Union’s 
Full-Scale N.Y. Office 


Germany's Export-Union, which 
functions to promote the German 
films abroad, will have a full- 
fledged office operating in New 
York in the early spring, Munio 
Podhorzer reported in Gotham 
Monday (26) following his return 
from Europe. Podhorzer has been 
appointed Export-Union rep for 
the States. He will, for the mo- 
ment, continue to head up his 
United German Film Enterprises 
and Casino Film Exchange outfits. 

Export-Union rep said that he'll 
lay the groundwork for future 
operations during the next couple 
of months, surveying the market 
and reporting both ways—to the 
Germans and to the American 
trade. . 

Apart from helping to promote 
German pix, he'll also seek to ar- 
range for use of the German stu- 
dios by American producers and 
te start the ball rolling’on German 
film weeks which are slated for 
early next year. Apart from ‘this, 
Podhorzer is investigating the pos- 
sibility of a German “showcase” 


4 





(though 





release house in New York, 


¥ 


2D ALBANY OZONER 
CHANGES TO $1 PER 


Albany, Aug. 27. 

| Competition created by the new 
Jericho Drive-in, at Glhenmont, 
| through its dollar-a-carload price 
|every night has led the nearby Al- 
|bano Drive-in, at Ravena, to put 
into effect same scale. 





| 


| 


| 


| 
| 
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INT-TPT JOUST 
FOR TITLE BOUT 


By HY HOLLINGER 


The controversy over the closed- 
circuit theatre telecasting of the 
Sugar Ray Robinson-Carmen Basi- 
lio middleweight chamionship bout 
on Sept. 23 points up the interne- 
cine strife in an industry that has 
been tenaciously attempting to get 
a foothold as both an entertain- 





Rhoden Terms Restrictive Compacts 
In Leases as ‘Historical Carryovers’; 
Goldwyn Suit in Recess to Sept. 9 


AUSTRIANS DROP BID | San Francisco, Aug. 27 
FOR TAX ON SYNC-PIX 





> 


National Theatres President 
|Elmer C. Rhoden considered Fox 
| Midwest's restrictive convenants in 
theatre leases as “historical carry- 


Vienna, Aug. 23. 


ment medium and a business com- 
munication system. Since the in- 
ception of closed-tv, its history has 
been marked by warfare, mostly 
under the surface, of the various 
companies attempting to make a 
big business out of the medium. 


Austria’s film trade association | 
has withdrawn its bid to the gov-| 
ernment for the increase in duty | 
on synchronized pictures being 
brought into the country. Same 
proposal was made two years ago, 


levers,” he testified before Federal 


Judge Edward P. Murphy last 


| week. 


Testimony started the bobtailed 
sixth week of Sam Goldwyn’'s 
$1,755,000 antitrust suit against 
National Theatres, 20th-Fox, Fox 


but failed. | West Coast and Fox West Coast 


The ethics of the companies in- 
volved in the closed-circuit busi- 
ness have frequently been ques- 
tioned. Companies have come into 
business and have quickly expired. 
The competition for business, 
either of the entertainment or the 
business variety, has been so keen 
that name-calling and alleged un- 
scrupulous practices have not been 
uncommon. The tactics employed 
have occasionally soured potential | 
users of the medium. Observers | 
have attributed the dog-eat-dog | 
methods to growing pains and as | 
representing the symptoms of a/| 
new industry fighting for general | 
recognition, : 

The controversy over the tele- | 
casting of the fight brought the | 
bitter feuds out of its own closed- | 





The first time the buck-per-car | circuit status and into the airwaves | 


|rate has ever been charged, across 
| the board, in the Albany exchange 
| district, it was adopted by Morris 
‘and Raphael Klein when they 
opened the Jericho in June, be- 


cause a town curfew law made the | 


| screening of dualers almost impos- 
{sible. As the days grew shorter, 
\this difficulty lessened, but the 
{scale was maintained. 


British Long On 





Shorts in Venice; 


US, France Next 


By GENE MOSKOWITZ 
Venice, Aug. 27. 

Great Britain walked off with 
the top number of prizes at the 
eighth Venice Documentary and 
Short Subject Film Festival by 
copping the Grand Prix, one award 
in a special category, one diploma 
and two honorable mentions. The 
U.S. followed with one category 


prize, two diplomas and one hon- | 


orable mention, and. France took 
two category kudos and one di- 
ploma. The rest of the 18 awards 
and six mentions were split twixt 
Russia, Czechoslavakia, Poland, 
Italy apd West Germany. Both 
East and West did well. Fest ran 
from Aug. 12-21. 

Proving the adage of not being 
a prophet in one’s own country, 
the big prizewinner from England, 
a 40-minute poetic evocation of the 
market center of London, Covent 
Garden, was almost not sent since 
the Anglo selection committee was 
against it. 

The Reluctant Winner 

It took some astute officials to 
fight for it, plus a special fest in- 
vite, to get it in. Then it walked 
off with the big award. , Film is 
“Every Day Except Christmas” 
made by Lindsay Anderson. It was 
done for Ford of England but had 
trouble getting theatre or video 
release in London and had been 
shown’ only at a special program 
at the National Film Theatre in 
London called “Look at Britain.” 
Venice recognition should point 
out the oversight to Anglo distribs 
and video bookers and give this 
unique film the deserved outlets, 
it’s felt here. 

Out of 150 shorts, including 20 
medical pix, the hard-pressed jury 

(Continued on page 22) 


}of Theatre Network Television, .is- 


of public inspection. It’s uncovered | 
a lot of unpleasant things that can 
only give the closed-tvy medium a/ 
black eye. 
‘Ethical Practices’ 
As a consequence of current con- 
troversy, Nate Halpern, president 


sued a call for “ethical business 
practices” in the young industry. 
Halpern’s company, the first of the 
closed-circuit firms, is the one that 
originally had a deal with the In- | 
ternational Boxing Club to tele- | 
cast the Robinson-Basilio fight. | 
However, it was contended by Irv- | 
ing Kahn, president of the Tele- 
PrompTer Corp., a rival firm, that 





|will agree to eliminate the duty 


This time, the Austrian pro-| agency Corp. Only one session 
ducer-distribs managed to get the | was held last week because Judge 
government to include the raised | Murphy became ill and trial is now 
duty in the proposed new tariff | in recess until Sept. 9, per judge's 
sked. At the meeting of the In- opening-day instructions. 
ternational Federation of Film| Under questioning of defense 
Producer Assns. in Berlin recent-|jawyer Arthur B. Dunne, Rhoden 
ly, the Austrian delegation was | said Fox Midwest took over leases 
sharply attacked for its position./from old Woolf-Shanberg circuit 

As’a result, the Austrian trade | after Fox bought out four midwes- 
outfit withdrew its proposal, which | tern circuits in 1929, pointed out 
already had been the subject of|that covenants restricting lessors 
considerable agitation on the part) from entering theatre business or 
of the American companies, who'd | using houses for theatrical! pur- 
be the hardest hit. Question now | poses were in some of the leases. 
is whether, despite the Austrian! Rhoden volunteered that “as a 
trade’s turnabout, the government | matter of fact, I didn’t think they 
(the covenants) would hold up,” 
from the proposed sked. {and they didn’t in such places as 

| Carsheae, Mo., and Muscatine, Ia. 

On cross-examination by Gold- 
lawyer, Joseph L. Alioto, 

| Rhoden wouldn't go so far as to 
jadmit his opinion was based on 


—_ e. 
M-G Making Like 
’ | covenants’ illegality, simply said 
‘Commandments’ ie sti Fs 


He testified Fox had no policy on 
‘ . b J e 
On ‘Raintree’ Pic 


;covenants, saying “when leases 
|came to me initialed by Mr. (Louis) 
'Honig ‘Fox Midwest's real estate 

| 

Obviously playing for high stakes | 
with its $5,000,000 (‘in negative 
costs) production of “Raintree! 


man) and the lawyers, I signed 
County,” Metro appears to be fol-| ’ 
lowing the marketing pattern set | ‘WIFE FOR A NIGHT 


by Paramount with its epic, “Ten| DAY & DATES LEGITER 





wyn's 








tres which Par tenanted and the 
playoff likely will be on the same 
kind of graduated basis. 
“Raintree” figures as particularly 
significant at this time in view of 
the current battle for control of 


no such contract existed and that 
TelePrompTer had every right to 
attempt to make a deal with Robin- 
son and the IBC. 


In the midst of the controversy, 
another closed-tv outfit, the re- 
cently formed Closedcircuit Tele- 
casting System, attempted to get 
into the act. CTS, headed by Fan- 
shawe Lindsley, a former TNT 
staffer, wrote to Julius Helfand, 
chairman of the N.Y. State Boxing 
Commission, with a suggestion that 
purported to offer a solution to the 
“closed-circuit television logjam.” 
Copies of the letter were sent to 
Robinson and James D. Norris, 

(Continued on page 22) 


Sugar Ray's Kayo TY or No Go 


The question of whether the Ray Robinson-Carmen Basilio mid- 
dleweight championship fight on Sept. 23 will be televised re- 
mained uncertain as of yesterday (Tues.). Although Robinson has 
been ordered by the N. Y. State Athletic Commission to live up to 
his agreement, Robinson declared that he wili not enter the ring if 
tv cameras or radio mikes are present at ringside. 

Robinson and Julius Helfand, chairman of the State Athletic 
Commission, engaged in a heated exchange at a hearing relating 
to Robinson’s calling off the fight over a dispute on the closed-tv 
rights to the event. International Boxing Club, promoter of the 
fight, had signed a deal with Theatre Network Television. How- 
ever, Robinson insisted he had not approved the deal and that he 
preferred to do business with the TelePrompTer Corp. which had 
made him a better offer. Helfand declared that Robinson, if he 
wanted to, could bring a civil action against the IBC on the ques- 
tion of the television rights, but that was not for commission to 
rule on. 

Meanwhile, last-minute efforts were being made to reach a 
compromise. A meeting between Robinson and James Norris, 
head of the IBC, was scheduled for late Monday (26) afternoon, but 
Norris was taken ill with a case of food poisoning and was rushed 
to a hospital. It appeared, however, that Robinson, although he 
has stated “I won't be televised,” was in a more conciliatory mood. 
“I have high hopes that we will come to some understanding,” 
he said. 

Meanwhile, IBC and TNT are proceeding with plans to stage and 
telecast the fight. TNT topper Nate Halpern revealed that he 
had increased his guarantee to a minimum of 500,000 seats. Upping 
the guarantee, Halpern explained, is consistent with the policy of 
negotiation. An early figure, he said, sets a floor but not a ceiling 
of seat availabilities for the telecast. Originally, Halpern’s mini- 
mum was for 250,000 seats. The new 500,000 figure is said to be 
the highest in the history of closed-circuit television. 


and, within the framework of the 
controversy, the finger-pointing at 
profits and losses. 

Following its Louisville, 
premiere, which is being fashioneu 
after the bombs-away unveiling of 
“Gone With the Wind” in Atlanta 
pre-World War II, “Raintree” likely 
will be opened ait six theatres. 
Deals are set for the Astor, Boston; 

(Continued on page 18) 








M-G and its parent Loew's Inc.,| 


Ky... 


Alioto made a point of bringing 
(Continued on page 15) 

Commandments.” At least, M-G at) 

the start is eyeing the same thea-| In an unusual situation, a pic- 

| ture based-on a legit play is going 


| into release at about the same time 
'as presentation of the stage prop- 
erty. Film is “Wife for a Night,” 
Gina Lollobrigida starrer which 
|Edward Harrison is distributing. 
| French import opens Friday (23) 
|at the Beverly-Canon Theatre, 
| Beverly Hills. 
The play, originally titled “Daz- 
zling Hour,” ran two years in Paris. 
| American version is going on the 
| boards under the aegis of Jules 
| Ziegler in association with Gilbert 
| Miller, who owns the American 
{rights. With Francis Lederer and 
Mony Dalmes in the leads, this 
opens Monday (26) at the Pocono 
Playhouse and after a week's run is 
to play Philadelphia and then New 
| York. Author is Anna Bonacci. 
Standard practice is to hold up 
| release of a picture until the legiter 
| upon which it is based has run its 
course, Harrison stated that in 
| this instance he’s under no such re- 
striction. 








j 
J 


| Skouras Skirts Subpoena 


San Francisco, Aug. 27. 

Spyros Skouras was in Frisco 
| last week, reportedly working on 
a deal. 
| Sam Goldwyn’'s lawyers tried to 
,subpoena him for testimony in 
|Goldwyn vs. 20th-Fox, National 
| Theatres, Fox West Coast, but 
Skouras avoided service, though 
he went to Frisco’s City Hall, 
greeted Mayor George Christopher 
and repertedly urged Christopher 
|to run for the U.S. Senate seat 
| being vaeated next year by Senator 
| William Knowland. 

Nature of tv deal Skouras is sup- 
| posed to be working on is still a 
mystery, though rumors say it has 
to do with pay-tv. He made no 
contact with ,defense lawyers in 
the Goldwyn case and chief de- 
| fense counsel Arthur B. Dunne re- 
|fused to accept Skouras’ subpoena 
—he said he had no “authority” 
j to accept it—because he was un- 
able to get in touch with Skouras, 





PICTURE GROSSES 





VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 28, 1957 





L.A. Slows Up; ‘Omar’ Okay $75,000, 
1] Spots; Rain’ Lively 246, ‘Arrow’ 


206, Fuzzy’ 


s 


‘END’ OKAY $8,000 IN 
PROV.; ‘EAGELS’ 106, 2D 


Providence, Aug. 27. 

State’s holdover of “Jeanne 
Eagels” is the money-maker here 
this week. Other stands are just 
fair, except for “Beginning of End” 
at Majestic, which is okay. “Run 
of Arrow” at RKO Albee, “The 
Garment Jungle” at Strand are 


Mild 116, Both in 3 





Los Angeles, Aug. 27. 

Despite six new bills, praspeets 
for current frame indicate a defin- 
ite drop from last week, take 
ing slowed by a dearth of big open- 
ers. Greatest coin total is going to 
“Omar Khayyam,” which is rated 

light $22,000 in three spots. How- 
}-ever, total is being upped to an 
okay $75,000, taking in one nabe 
and seven ozoners. 

“Hatful of Rain” is rated stout 
$24,000 in two locations while “Sea 


Wife” looks fine $20,000 or a bit 
better. “Run of Arrow” shapes 
mild $20,000 or thereabouts in 
three spots. “Fuzzy Pink Night- 
gown” shapes modest $11,000 in 


three houses. 

“Man of Thousand Faces” looms 
hefty $15,000 in second Hollywood 
Paramount “Jeanne Eagels” is 
rated tidy $15,500 in third Egyptian 
week. i 

Hard-ticket pix are still very big. 

Estimates for This Week 

State, Vogue, Ritz (\UATC-FWC) 
(2.404: 885; 1,330; 80-$1.80)— 
“Omar Khayyam” (Par) and “Sev- 
enth Sin” (M-G). Light $22,000 or 
close. Last week, State, Ritz with 
Pantages, “Silk Stockings” (M-G) 
(4th wk, Pantages, Ist wk, others), 
State, Ritz, $17,000. Vogue, with 


Downtown Paramount, “Band of 
Angels" (WB) (2d wk), $17,200. 
Downtown Paramount, Holly- 
wood, Leyola, Uptown (ABPT- 
FWC) (3,300; 756; 1,248; 1,715; 90- 
$1.50)—"Sea Wife” (20th) and 
“Hell on Devil's Island” (20th). 
Fine $20,000 or over. Last week, 
Hollywood, “Rock Hunter” (20th) 
and “Abductors” (20th) (2d wk), 


$5,400. Loyola, Uptown with Hill- 
street, Iris, “Bambi” (BV) (reissue) 
and “Apache Warrior” (20th), $32,- 


000 
Orpheum, Four Star, Hawaii 
(Metropolitan-UATC-G&S) -(2,213; 


868: 1,106; 90-$1.50)—“Fuzzy Pink 
Nightgown” (UA) and “QOutlaw’s 
Son” (UA) Modest $11,000 or 
near. Last week, Orpheum, “Lov- 


ing You” (Par) and “Fighting Trou- 


ble” (AA?) (3d wk), $3,500. Four 
Star, “King and I” (20th) and 
“Carmen Jones” (20th) (reissues), 
$3,200. Hawaii with Fine Arts, 


Los Angeles, “Love Is Splendored 
Thing” (20th) and “Three Coins in 
Fountain” (20th) (reissues) (3d wk, 
Fine Arts, Ist wk, Hawaii, Los An- 
geles), $8,700. 

Downtown, Wiltern, New Fox 
(SW-FWC) (1,757; 2,344; 965; 90- 
$1.50)—"Run of Arrow” (RKO)-U) 
and “Land Unknown” (U), « Mild 
$20,000 or thereabouts. Last 
week, “Tammy and Bachelor” (U) 
and “Midnight Story” (U), $27,000. 

Fox Whilshire, Los Angeles 

(Continued on page 17) 


‘Success’ Sturdy $9,000, 
Cincy; ‘Arrow’ Ditto, 
‘Wonders’ 1836, 64th 


Cincinnati, Aug. 27. 

Mainstem traffic is slowing 
slightly this stanza, However, two 
new bills, “Sweet Smell of Suc- 
cess” at Keith’s and “Run of Ar- 
row” at Palace, shape okay. Hold- 
overs of “Man of Thousand Faces” 
and “Pride and Passion” still are 
all right. “Around World in 80 
Days” is clinging close to record 
high set last week in 10th lap. 
“Seven Wonders” continues hotsy 
in 64th week, 

Estimates fer This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 90-$1.25)— 

“Man of Thousand Faces” (U) (2d 


wk Fairish $8,000 after $12,500 
preem 

Capitel (SW-Cinerama) (1,376; 
$1.20-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders” 


Cinerama) (64th wk). Holding to 
last week’s hefty $18,500 tempo. 
Grand (RKO) (1,400; 90-$1.50)— 
“Pride and Passion” (5th wk). All 
right $8,000 after $9,500 fourth 
frame 
Guild Vance) (300; 50-90)— 
Seventh Sin” (M-G) (2d wk). Okay 
$1.700. Last week, $1,900. 
Hyde Park (Shor) (617; 50-90)— 
“Torment” (Indie). All right $1,700. 


Last week, “Oedipus” (Indie) (2d 
wk), $1,100 

Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 
‘Sweet Smell of Success” (UA) 
Fast $9,000. Same last week for 
“Love in Afternoon” (AA) (2d wk). 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 75-$1.10)— 
“Run of Arrow” (U), Okay $9,000. 


Last week “Omar! Khayyam” 

(Par), ditto iit 
Valley ‘Wiethe) (1,300: 

$2.50 - “Around World” (UA) 

(ith wk Holding close to pace) 

of last week's record $20,000. 


3 


passably fair. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 65-80) — 
“Run of Arrow” (U) and “Fire 
Maidens Outer Space” (Indie). Fair 
$6,500. Last week, “Night Passage” 
(U) and “The Weapon” (Rep), 
$7,500. 

Avon (L-G) (527; 65-90)—“Boris 
Godunov” (Indie) and “Stars of the 
Russian Ballet” (Indie). Faidly 
active $2,200. Last week, “The Bed” 
(RFA) and “Manon” (RFA), $1,200: 
| Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 65-80) — 
|“Beginning of the End” (AB-PT) 
|and “Unearthly” (AB-PT). Oke 
$8,000. Last week, “Band of Angels” 
(WB) and “Chain of Evidence” 


| (20th), same. 
(3,200; 65-80) — 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week $2,775,800 
(Based on 21 cities and 241 

theatres, chiefiy first runs, in- 

cluding N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year . $2,902,700 
(Based on 23 cities and 234 

theatres. ) 


‘Bambi Boffo 166, 
Indpls.; Rock’ 106 








State ‘Loew) 
“Jeanne Eagels” (Col) and “Woman 
of River’ (Col (2d wk). Hot $10,000 
after sock $16,000 in first. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 65-80) 


—“Garment Jungle” (Col) and 

Indianapolis, Aug. 27. “Beyond Mombasa” (Col). Fair 

Recent upbeat in biz is continu-| ¢¢ 009. Last week, “Loving You” 

ing at first-runs here this week. | (pa,) and “Hold that Hypnotist” 
“Bambi” is heading for a great Par) (2d wk). $5,000 
total at the Indiana. “Around, ci lie 





World,” now in third week at Lyric. 
still has top coin in town. “Wiil 


a ge Spoil a Hunter?” is | ‘Love’ Nifty $15,000 In 
Jet toew sind “Late ances! KC: ‘Bambi’ Huge 256, 
‘Wonders’ Rousing 1536 


| at Keith’s are holding up well in 
second stanza, especially the latter 

Estimates For This Week 

Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2.800; 70- | Kansas City, Aug, 27. 

90) — “Will Success Spoil Rock! Only two newcomers are inter- 
Hunter?” (20th). Stout $10,000. Last | esting this week, “Bambi” bringing 
week, “James Dean Story” (WB)! sock trade to four Fox Midwest 
and “Weapon” (Rep), $9,000. houses, and “Love in Afernoon” 





Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 70-90) — | being nifty in four Dickinson thea- 
“Bambi” (BV) (reissue) and “Ana-/ tres. Holdovers prevail elsewhere 
;che Warrior” (20th). Great $16,000. for most part. “Loving You” at 


|Last week. “Curse of Franken- | 
| stein” (WB) and “Unknown” (Indie) 
| $13,000, 
| Keith’s (C-D) (1,300; 75-$1.25)— 
“Love in Afternoon” (AA) (2d wk). 
Big $8,000 after $11,000 opener. 
Loew's (Loew) (2,427; 90-$1.25)— 
“Pride and Passion” (UA) (2d wk). 
Sturdy $9,000. Last week, $12,009. | 
Lyrie (C-D). (850; $1.25-$2.20)— 
“Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 
(3d wk). Still great at $17,000. 
Last week, same. 


the Paramount and “Jeanne 
Eagels” at the Midland both being 
satisfactory. “Seven Wonders” 
opened Wednesday (21) at 
souri Theatre with a sellout bene- 
fit and has taken off at a fast pace. 
New arty entry, “Raising a Riot,” 
is doing well at the Rockhill. In- 
tense summer heat has given away 
to pleasant weather. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Dickinson, Glen, Shawnee Drive- 
|in, Leawood Drive-in (Dickinson) 





Mis- | 


‘Curse’ Wow 126 Mpls.; ‘Wonders’ Big 
206, 55th: 80 Days’ Sock 236, 7th 


Minneapolis, Aug. 27. 
Some sort of holdover record is 





being established downtown cur- 
Broadway Grosses rently, what with the nine theatres 
ya having only two newcomers, “Curse 

Estimated Total Gross 4 ag ower tl and ae — 
i te ed 639,000 y.” “Curse” is smash at Gopher 

oe Bored on 23 theatres) while “Joe” looks fair at State. 
Last Year ..........$652,900 | There's a big influx of visitors for 
(Based on 22 theatres) |the State Fair we ee will 


'draw a million or more during its 
10 days. But per usual, the fair 


‘ 9 | will be more of a boxoffice handi- 
k Sock 17 ;cap than help. é 
aces 0 | “Seven Wonders of World” and 

“Around World in 80 Days,” in 
e ‘ . their 55th and seventh weeks, re- 
Phill e Rock Of spectively, are being helped by 
y; week for both “Night Passage” and 
‘ : |“Affair to Remember,” third for 
Philadelphia, Aug. 27. « ” : “ 
Cool Saturday and a rainy Sun-| Interlude” and second for “Jeanne 





influx of visitors. It’s the fourth 


: Eagels.” : 
day kept plenty of folks in town,) 
and boosted first-run boxoffice here. Estimates for This Week 
Outstanding newcomer is “Man of| Academy (Mann) (847; $1.50- 


|Thousand Faces,” smash at Arca- | $2.65)—‘“Around World” (UA) (7th 
a. aa argh gg eo = sag apy Ae wy 
xploded” looms big at Stanton.|clean a e time. our extra 
“Will Success Spoil a gene mama this hy 5 should boost 
shapes poor at Stanley while|take to a smash $23,000 or more. 
“Band of Angels” still is lusty in| Last week, $19,000. 
third Randolph frame. Century (SW-Cinerama) (1,150; 
skeen Wad ct storm eee! Genes Soot, 
_— *; (Cinerama wk). e way 
Wentors” strong despite ‘new be-|tentnrsscied tees aia has 
ders, § , ra : “jin its second year makes it an 
ing in 70th session. Affair To Re- | “eighth” wonder. Daily matinees 
member” is rated good in fifth! likely to lift current week to $20,- 
stanza at Fox. 000. Last week, $23,000. 
Estimates for This Week Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85-90)— 
Arcadia (S&S) (526; yo fg See dae ae 
“Man of 1,000 Faces” (U). Smash|“X, the Unknown” ( ). rea 
| $17,000. Last week, “Something of|selling job on this, “Curse” 
Value” (M-G) (7th wk), $4,200. | bringing in droves. A terrific start 
awe tad - —~ = eos, See an oe 
1.20-$2.60)—“Seven onders of| opening. mash ,000. Las 
he Pc (Cinerama) (70th wk).| week, “Gun Glory” (M-G) (2d wk), 
Strong $11,300. Last week, $10,500. | $3,000. 
, Fox (20th) (2,250; 55-$1.80)—| Lyric (Par) (90-$1.25)—“Affair to 
— eo} (20th) 9 Remember” (20th) (4th wk), Okay 
bo ood $12,000. Last week, $5,000. Last week, $7,000. 
| {UU adio y (Par) (4,100; 85-90)— 
otra, Goldman (1.28065 | “Jeanne Bagels’ (Ca) wi Ts 
oo. . '”'-\ second stanza wi e limite o 
| Thin $6,000 despite good openimeé-|four days in order to get house 
Last week, “Night Passage” (U),/back on Friday opening. Mild 





$1.50-| (UA) (36th). 


‘Wonders’ Terrif 14G, 


Seattle, Aug. 27. 
The third Cinerama production, 
| “Seven Wonders of World,” opened 
|great here at Paramount, with a 
terrific take in first four days. 
“Jeanne Eagels” is wow at Fifth 
Avenue in second stanza. “Omar 
Khayyam" shapes solid at Coli- 
seum. } 
Estimates For This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 
$1.50-$2.50)—“‘Around the World”’ 
(WB) (19th wk). Immense $13,000; 
last week, $13,400. 
| Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,870: 90- 
| $1.25) — “Omar Khayyam” (Par) 
jand “Strange One” (Col). Swell 
| $10,000 or near. Last week, “Hatful 
'of Rain” (20th) and “Abductors” 
| (20th), $8,300. . 
| Fifth. Avenue (Evergreen) (2,500; 
| $1-$1.50) — “Jeanne Eagels” (Col) 
j}and “Last Man To Hang” (Col) 
(Continued on page 17) 











Seattle; ‘Omar’ $10,000. 


| (750; 700; 1,100 cars; 900 cars; 85c | 


person) “Love in Afternoon” 
(AA) and “Death in Small Doses” 


(AA). Nifty $15,000. Last week, 
|“Public Pigeon No. 1” (U) and 
|“Death of a Scoundrel” (RKO-U) 


$13,000. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 75-90)— 
“Young and Passionate” (APL) (2d 
wk). Oke $1,200. Last week, 
| $1,800. 

Midland (Loew) (3,500; 75-90)— 
|}“Jeanne Eagels” (Col) (2d wk). 
Fair $6,500. Last* week, bright 
$11,000. 

Missouri (SW-Cinerama) (1,194; 
| $1.25-$2) — “Seven Wonders of 
World” (Cinerama). Regular show- 
|ings began Thursday (22) took off 
jat capacity pace, with first week 
| likely to hit fat $15,500. Last week, 
|}“Cinerama Holiday” (25th wk), 
|ecrowded in extra matinees to ac- 
|eommodate the rush, fantastic 
$20,000. 

Paramount (UP) (1,900; 75-90)— 
“Loving You” (Par) (2d_ wk). 

(Continued on page 17) 








Balto Better; Pride’ Boff $18,000 


Bagels’ Big 116, Rain’ Hot 96, 2d 


| Baltimore, Aug. 27. 

| Grosses are on brighter side this 
| week, hypoed mostly by “Pride and 
Passion,” which is great at the New 
and “Jeanne Eagels,” which is 
making a nice showing at Hippi- 
|drome. “Noah’s Ark” still looks 


| good at the Little in second. “Hat- | 


| ful of Rain” too, is nice in second 
round at Century. “Lonely Man” 
at the Stanley shapes slow but 
“Around World in 80 Days,” is still 
| fine in 36th week at Film Centre. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Fruchtman) (3,100; 50- 

$1.25)— “Hatful of Rain” (20th) 


| (2d wk). Good $9,000. Last week, 
| $12,000. 
| Cinema (Schwaber) (460; 50- 


| $1.25)—"10 Commandments” (Par) 
|(6th wk). Okay $2,500 after $3,000 
| last frame. 

| Film Centre 


(Rappaport) (890; 
| $1.25-$2.25) 


— “Around World” 
| same last week. 

| Five West (Schwaber) (460; 50- 
1 $1.25)—-“Kid For Two Farthings” 


Fine $10,000 after | 


, (Lopert). Fair $2,100. Last week, 
|“Fernandel Dressmaker” (Indie) 
| (2d wk), $4,000. 


| Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 


| 50-$1.25'—“Jeanne Eagels” (Col). 
Tall $11,000. Last week, “Silk 
Stockings” (M-G) (3d wk), $6,000. 


| Little Rappaport) (300; 50-$1.25) 
|—“Noah’s Ark” (Equity) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Good $4,500 after $6,500 


opener. 


Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 50-$1.25)— | 


“Night Passage” (U) 
Warm $3,500 after $5,200 in third. 

New (Fruchtman) (1,600; 50- 
$1.25)—“Pride and Passion” (UA) 
Wow $18,000. 
to Remember” 
$6,000. 


(20th) (4th wk), 


Playhouse (Schwaber) (400; 50- | 


$1.25) — “Third Key” (Rank) (re- 
issue), Good $5,000. Last week, 
“Bachelor Party” (UA) (10th wk), 
$3,000. ; 

Stanley (SW) (3,200; 50-$1.25)— 


|“Lonely Man” (Par), Mild $6,000. 
Last week, “James Dean Story” 
1 (WB), $9,500. 


(4th wk). | 


Last week, “Affair | 


| $12,000. |$5,000. Last week, $10,000 

Green Hill (Serena) (750; 75-| pee . vee 
$1.25)—(closed Sundays)—"Silken lesa ee ga aa, 
Affair” (Indie) ($d. wk). Sleek|%-~. Se eee 
$5,000. Last week, $5,900 |(3d wk). Continues to click nice- 
| Mastbaum (SW) (4,370; 90-$1.49) | sqg°°¢ 98.000. Last week, 
—“Jeanne Eagles” (Col) (4th wk).! rer % 
Thin $9,000, Last week, $8,000, RKO Pan (RKO) (1,800; 90- 


$2.75) — “Areund World in 80) 
Days” (UA) (35th wk). Speedy! 
$15,000. Last week, $13,000. 
Randolph (Goldman) (2,250; 65-| 
$1.35)—“Band of Angels” (WB) 
(3d wk), Loud $10,000. Last week, | 
$13,000. } 
Stanley ‘SW) (2,900; 99-$1.49)— 
“Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter?” | 
(20th). Poor $9,000. Last week, 
“Hatful of Rain” (20th) (3d wk), | 


7,000. 

Stanton (SW) (1,483; 99-$1.49)— 
“Giant Claw” (Col) and “Night 
World Expleded” (Col). Sock $14,- 
000. Last week, “Young Don’t Cry” | 
(Col) and “No Time to Be Young” | 
(Col), $7,500. } 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 99-$1.80) | 
—"Silk Stockings” (M-G) (4th wk). | 
Smooth $6,500. Last week, $7,000. 

Viking (Sley) (1,000; 75-$1.80)— 
“Pride and Passion” (UA) (4th wk). 
Rousing $12,500. Last week, 


14,000. 
World (Pathe) (499; 99-$1.49)— 





“We Are All Murderers” (Indie) 
(2d wk), Mild $2,500. Last week, 
$3,500 








‘LOVE’ LOFTY $10,000, 





_ OMAHA; ‘RAIN’ SOCK 76 


Omaha, Aug. 27. | 
“Love in Afternoon” is getting | 
the big romancing at the boxoffice 
| downtown this week, being rated 
|great at Tri-States flagship, the 
| Orpheum. “Hatful of Rain” is socko 
j}at Brandeis. But “Tip on Dead | 
| Jockey” is barely fair at State. | 
“Pride and Passion” is just okay | 
in second stanza at the Omaha, | 
}and will probably bow out. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 75-90) — | 
|“Hatful of. Rain” (20th) and 
|“Apache Warrior” (20th). Socko 
| $7,000. Last week, “Curse Franken- 
| stein” (WB) and “Unknown” (WB), 


$9,000. 
(2,066; 90- 








| Omaha (Tristates) 
| $1.25)—“Pride and Passion” (UA) 
| (2d wk). Okay $6,000 after $11,500 


bow. 

| Orpheum (Tristates) (2,980; 75- 
|90)—“‘Love in Afternoon” (AA), 
| Big $10,000. Last week, “Tammy 
| and Bachelor” (U) (2d wk), $7,000. 
| State (Goldberg) (850; 75-90)— 
|“Tip on Dead Jockey” (M-G). Fair 
| $4,000. Last week, “Silk Stockings” 
i (M-G) (2d wk), $4,000, 





|—“Band of Angels” 


Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; $2-|$1.25)—“Night Passage” (U) ‘4th 


wk). Has been doing well enough 
to hold still another week. Satis- 
factory $4,000. Last week, $5,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 85-90)—‘Joe 
Butterfly” (U). As one of only 
two new loop newcomers, this well- 
liked comedy should do moderate- 
ly well, despite tough opposition. 
Okay $8,500. Last week, “Begin- 
ning of End” (Rep) and “Unearth- 
ly” (Rep), $10,000. 

Suburban World (Mann) (800; 
85)—“Passionate Summer” (Indie), 
Big $2,800. Last week, “Love Lot- 
tery” (Indie), $2,000. 

World (Mann) (400; 85-$1.25)— 
“Interlude” (U) (3d wk). Okay 
$3,000. Last week, $4,000. 


Faces’ Bright $14,000, 
Buff; ‘Band’ Hot 156, 
Rain’ Fine 1036, 2d 


Buffalo, Aug. 27. 
Biz is in the upper brackets here 
this session, with newcomers a 
gee help. “Man of Thousand 
aces” shapes smash at Lafayette 
while “Band of Angels” looms sock 
at Paramount. “Hatful of Rain” 





| is fancy in second round at Center. 
|“Gun Glory” is rated fine at the 


Buffalo. 

Estimates for This Week 
; Buffalo (Loew) 
(M-G). 
$12,000 or close. Last week, 
“Pride and Passion” (UA) (3d wk), 


,000. 
Paramount (ABPT) 3,000; 60-85) 
; (WB) and 
“Spring Reunion” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Nifty $15,000. Last week, $21,200. 
Center (ABPT) (2,000; 60-85)— 
“Hatful of Rain” (20th) (2d wk). 
Fast $10,500. Last week, $13,000. 
Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 50-85)— 
“Man of Thousand Faces” (U), 
Smash $14,000 or over. Last week 
“Bambi” (BV) (reissue) and “Hold 
That Hypnotist” (AA) (2d wk), 
$11,000. 


Century (Buhawk) (1,400; $1.50- 
$3)—“Around World in 80 Days” 


(UA) (2lst-final wk). Staunch 
$12,000. Last week, ditto. 
Teck (SW-Cinerama) (1,200; 


$1.20-$2.40) — “Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (52d wk). Big $7,000. 
Last week, $7,500. 
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New Product Perks Chi; ‘Rain’ Plush 
$12,500, Quick’-Stageshow Sharp 496, 
Eagels’ Smash 266, Success’ 216 





Chicago, Aug. 27. 

Two potent entries this frame 
balance the fading holdovers. “Hat- 
ful of Rain” shapes a brimming 
$12,500 at the Garrick, while “My 
Gun Is Quick” can rely on the 
drawing power of the Chicago 
stageshow, topped by Eydie Gorme 
for its one week stand, to get a 
sharp $49,000 or close. “Unknown 
Terror” with “Back From Dead” 
combo bids to do a lively $9,000 at 
the Grand. 

“Sweet Smell of Success” heads 
into fancy second frame at the 
United Artists. “20 Million Miles 
to Earth”’-“27th Day” combo at 
Roosevelt comes back from its 
astronomic first frame to a mere 
socko for first holdover round. 

“Affair te Remember” marks off 
six weeks at the Oriental with some 
life left. “Silk Stockings” gets held 
for ninth frame at the Loop, and 
is still bright. 

Todd's Cinestage takes “Around 
World in 80 Days through its 2ist 
session for full houses every day. 
“Seven Wonders of World” a A still 
hotsy in 36th frame at the Palace. 
“10 Commandments” is a socko in 
40th at the McVickers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (800; 90-$1.50) 
—“My Gun Is Quick” (WB) with 
stageshow headed by Eydie Gorme. 
Loud $49,000. Last week, “Band of 
Angels” (WB) (3d wk), $16,500. 

Esquire (H&E Balaban) (1,400; 
90-$1.25)—“Lost Continent” 
tel) (3d wk). Sleek $8,000. Last 
week, $10,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (850; 90-$1.25)— 
“Hatful of Rain” (20th). Plush 
$12,500. Last week, “Bambi” (BV) 
(reissue) (6th wk), $10,000. 


? 


(Tei- | and 


Faces’ Tall $8,000 in 
Port; ‘Eagels’ 746, 2d 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 27. 
Firsi-run biz moves this stanza 
into high gear with most s ts hav- 
ing strong product. atful of 
Rain” looks so-so at Orpheum 
while “Man of usand Faces” 
shapes tall at Liberty. “Jeanne 
Eagels” is nice in second Fox 
session. “Pride and Passion” looms 
in second Paramount 
Estimates For This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (980; $2- 
$2.50)—“Around World in 80 Days” 
(UA) (19th wk). Hefty $12,500. Last 
week, $12,400. 
Fox (Evergreen) (1,536; $1- 
$1.50)—“Jeanne' Eagels” (Col) and 
“Last Man to to Hang” (Col) (2d wk). 
Nice $7,500. Last week, $10,700. 
Guild (Indie) (400; $1.25) — 
“Green Man” (DCA). Big $3,000. 
Last week, “Albert Schweitzer” 
(Indie) (3d wk), $2,700. 
(1,890; 90- 


Liberty (Hamrick) 
$1.25)—"“Man of Th Faces” 


(U) and “The Oklahoman” (AA). 
Tall $8,000 or near. Last week, 
“Gun Glory” (M-G) and “Tarzan 
Lost Safari” (M-G), $6,100. 


Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; 
$1-$1.50) — “Hatful of Rain” (20th) 
“Lure Swamp” (20th). 


So-so $6,000. Last week, “Rock 
Hunter” (20th) and “Apache War- 
rior” (20th), $5,800. 

Paramount (Port-Par) (3,400; 90- 
$1.50)—“Pride and Passion” (UA) 
(2d wk). Hep $8,000. Last week, 


Grand (Indie) (1,200; 90-$1.25)— | $12,200. 


“Unknown Terror” (20th) and 
“Back From Dead” (20th). Lively 
$9,000. Last week, “Restless Breed” 
(20th) and “Courage of Black 
Beauty” (20th), $6,000. 

Loop ‘Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.50)— 
“Silk Stockings” (M-G) (9th wk). 
Long wearing $8,000. Last week, 
$8,800. 

MeVickers (Indie) (1,580; $1.25- 


$3.30)—“10 Commandments” (Par) 
(40tr wk). Socko $23,000. Last 
week, $25,000. 


Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 67-87)— 
“Monster That Challenged World” 
(UA) and “Vampire” (UA) (2d wk)- 


3 days). —- $2,000. Last 
week, $7,000 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 90-$1.50) 
—*Affair to Remember” (20th) 
(6th wk). Nice $13,500. Last week, 
$15,000 

Palace (SW-Cinerama) (1,484; 


$1.25-$3.40) — “Seven Wonders” 
(Continued on page 17) 


Band’ Breezy 236, 
Cleve.; ‘Rain’ 126 


Cleveland, Aug. 27. 

New fare and sturdy holdovers 
are combining to give first-runs a 
strong session here currently. 
Cooler weather is proving a real 
help to the h.o.s. and extended- 
runs. Pacing the town is “Band of 
Angels,” torrid at the Allen. “Hat- 
ful of Rain,” another newcomer, 
is only so-so at State. “Jeanne 
Eagels” is rated neat in fourth 
Hipp stanza while “Pride and Pas- 
sion” looms fine in fifth at Still- 
man. “Around World in 80 Days” 
shapes sizzling at the Ohio in 11th 
session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (S-W) (3,800; 70-$1)— 
“Band of Angels” (WB). . Breezy 
$23,000. Last week, “Curse of 
Frankenstein” (WB) and “X-Un- 
known” (WB), $25,000 in 8 days. 

Hipp (Telem’t) (3,700; 70-$1)— 
“Jeanne Eagels” (Col) (4th wk). 
Neat $11,000. Last week, $14,000. 

Hanna (Hanna Co.) (1,515; 70-$1) 
—‘Rising of Moone” (WB). Weak |— 
$5,000. Last week, “Bambi” (BY) 
(reissue) (4th wk-4 days), $2,500. 

Ohio (Loew) (1,244; $1.25-$2.50) 
—‘“Around World” (UA) (11th wk). 
Sizzling $23,500. Last week, 
$23,000 


Palace (SW-Cinerama) - (1,523; 
$1.25-$2.40)—“Cinerama Holiday” 
(Cinerama) (8th wk). Stout $19,- 
000. Last week, $18,000. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 70-90)— 
“Hatful of Rain” (20th). Average 
$12,000. Last week, “Tammy and 
Bachelor” (U) (2d wk), $12,500. 

Stillman (Loew) (2,700; 90-$1.50) 
—‘Pride and Passion” (UA) (5th 
wk). Fine $10,000. Last week, 
$10,500. 








3 . ’ 
‘End’ Brisk $17,008, Hub; 
’ e ie me 
‘Faces’ Big 106, ‘Pride 
, 
Smash 206, ‘Eagels’ 266 
Boston, Aug. 27. 
Pictures here are hard hit as 
Hub newspaper strike enters third 
week with grosses off 25 tuo 50%. 
However, rain on Sunday (25) was 
a big help. Exhibs stepped up 
radio and tv plugs. 
other mediums 
new entries. Paramount and Fen- 
way combo, “Beginning of End” 
and “Unearthly” shapes good. 
“Doctor at Large,” deferred for a 
week, is socko at Kenmore. “Jeanne 
els,” in second round at State 
Orpheum, looks hotsy. “Man 
of Thousand Faces” is h ding big 
in second at Memorial. “Pride and 
Passion” is still smash at new Gary 
in third. 


Estimates for This Week 
ce ftStor (B&Q) “TsTh 90-$1.50) — 
‘Hatful of Rain” (20th) (4th wk). 
Down $5,000. Last week, $6,500 
Hill (Sack) ¢ (678; 90-$1 25) 





—‘“Nana” (Times) (7th wk), Good 
$4,500. Last week, $6,000. 
Boston (SW-Cinerama) (1,354; 


$1.25-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders of 
World” (Cinerama) (53d wk). Un- 
affected with sturdy $14,500. Last 
week, same. 
. Exeter (Indie) (1,200; 60-$1.25)— 
Green Man” (DCA) (4th wk). 
week ended Saturday, 
fy to nice $7,000. Last week, 
Fenway (NET) (1,373; 60-$1.10)— 
“Unearthly” (AB-PT) and “Begin- 
ning of End” (AB-PT). Oke $4,000. 
Last Week, * ‘Omar Khayyam” (Par) 
and “Black Tide” (Indie), ditto. 
Gary (Sack) (1,340; 90-$1.80) — 
“Pride and Passion” (UA) (3d wk). 
Socko $20,000. Last week, ditto. 
Kenmore — (700; ~85-$1.25) 
—"Doctor at Large” (U). Smash 
$10,000. Last week, “Lavendar 
Hill Mob” (Indie) and “Tight Little 
Island” (Indie) (reissues), $3,500. 
Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 75-$1.25) 
“Man of Thousand Faces” (U) 
(2d wk). Fine $10,000. Last week, 


Metropolitan (NET) (4, 357: 90- 
$1.25)—"“Band of Angels” (WB) and 
“Destination 60,000” (AA) (2d wk). 
Slow $8,000. Last week, $10,000. 

__Pardmeount (NET) (1,700; 60-$1) 

“Unearthly” (AB- PT) and 
“Beginning of End” (AB- PT). 
Good $13,000. Last week, “Omar 
Khayyam” (Par) and “Black Tide” 
(dndio, $ $12,000 

Pilgrim (NET) (1, 100; 65-95) — 
“Big Caper” (UA) (reissue) and 
“Sweet Smell of Success” (UA). 
Okay $5,000. Last week, “Giant 


(Continued on page 17) 


gged. Only three $6 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; Le. 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 

- tax. 


Rain’ So-So 156, 
Frisco; Days 316 


San Francisco, Aug. 27. 

Long-runs are doing the biggest 
biz at first-runs here this round, 
with “Around World in 80 Days,” 
“Seven Wonders of World” and 
“10 Commandments” all smash. 
“Hatful of Rain” looms just so-so 
at the Fox. “Tip on Dead Jockey” 
is mild at Warfield. “Man of Thou- 
sand Faces” looms excellent in 








second round at Golden Gate while | p 


“Band of Angels” is dandy in first 
holdover week at Paramount. 
“French Are Funny Race,” “Mask 
and Destiny” and “Last Bridge” 
are top arty theatre pix. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; 90- 
$1.25)\—“Man Of Thousand Faces” 
(U) (2d wk). Fancy $11,000. Last 
week, $15,000 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50)— 
“Hatful of Rain” (20th) and “Hour 
of Decision” (Indie). So-so $15,- 
000. Last week, “Rock Hunter” 
(20th) and “Restless Breed” (20th), 
$13,500. 

Warfield (Loew) (2,656; 90-$1.25) 

—“Tip On Dead Jockey” (M-G). 
Mild $10,000. Last week, “Gun 
Glory” (M-G) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 90-$1. 25) 
“Band of Angels” (WB) and “Fron- 
tier Gambler” (AA) (2d wk). Dandy 
$11,000. Last week, $19,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 90-$1.25) 
—‘Jeanne Eagels” (Col) (4th wk). 
Neat ae in four days. Last 
week, $11,000 

Orpheum (SW-Cinerama) (1,458; 
$1.75-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (40th wk). Powerful 
$25,100. Last week, $23,500. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
$1.25-$2) — “Pride and —. 


(UA) (6th wk). Good $9,000. 
week, $10,500. 
Stagedoor (A-R) (440; $1.25- 


$2.20)\—“10 Commandments” (Par) 
— Big $7,000. Last week, 


Larkin (Rosener) (400; $1.25)— 
“Mask and Destiny” (AA). Hep 
$4,400. Last week, “Green Man” 
(DCA) (8th wk), $2,600. 

Clay (Rosener) (400; $1.25)— 
“Rising of Moon” (WB) (2d wk). 
Neat $3,200. Last week, $4,100. 

Vogue (S.F. Theatres) (364; 
$1.25)—“Quiet Man” (Rep) (reis- 
sue) (2d wk). Oke $2,000. La: 
week, $2,300. 


Bridge (Schwarz) 96; $1.25)— 
“Devil's General” (DCA) (2d wk). 
Solid $4,000. Last week, $4,200. 


Coronet (United California) 
(1,250; $1.50-$3.75) — “Around 
World” (UA) (35th wk). Tremend- 
ous $31,000. Last week, $30,000 

Rie (Schwarz) (397; $1. 10)—“In- 
spector Calls” (Rank) and “Folly 
To Be Wise” (Rank) (reissues). 
Okay $2,000 Last week, “Nana” 
(Times) (reissue) and “Spice of 
Life” (Indie), $1,200. 

Presidio (Hardy-Parsons) (774; 
$1.25-$1.50)—“French Are A Funny 
Race” (Indie). Sturdy $4,500. Last 
week, “Lost Continent” (Cont) (5th | 
wk), $3,500. 


‘Omar’ Trim $9,000 In 
Denver; ‘Fuzzy’ Same 


Denver, Aug. 27. 

Two films are setting records 
here this session, both in time and | 
money. “Around World in 80 
Days” is going into the 16th week | 
at the Tabor with no end in sight 
while “10 Commandments” is en- | 
tering its sixth stanza at the Alad- | 
din after a previous run of 13 
weeks at the downtown Denham. 
Pic looks good for a few weeks more | 
on present engagement. “Omar | 
Khayyam” looks trim at Denham 
while another newie, “Fuzzy Pink 
Nightgown,” looks okay at Para- 
mount. “Tip on Dead Jockey” 
shapes drab at Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; $1.25-$1.50) 
—“10 Commandments” (Par) (5th 





'wk). After 13 weeks at Denham. 
Fine $8,000. Stays. Last week, 
$10,000. y 


Centre (Fox) (1,247; 70-$1.25)— 
“Affair to Remember” (20th) (4th 
wk). ead $13,000. Last week, 
$10, 

on (Cockrill) (1,428; 70-90) 

(Continued on page 17) 


With fresh product opening in 
seven theatres during the last) 
|seven days, cooler weather and a 
rainy weekend, Broadway film 
business is hitting a fast clip cur- 
rently. Because thousands stayed 
away from the beaches and other 
outdoor spots on Sunday, that day 
saw a surplus crowd on the Main 
Stem until late at night. 

Big money standout is “Sun 
Also Rises,” plus stageshow, with 
wham $124,000 in prospect open- 
ing session at the Roxy. This is 
one of the greatest recent initial 
stanzas at this house. 

Another smash newcomer is 
“Battle Hell,” which wound its in- 
itial stanza at the Central with 
$22,000. Pic returns this Maurice 
Maurer operation to first-run. 
Playing day-date at Paramount and 
aza, “Love in Afternoon” is head- 
ing for a combined total of $63,- 
000. It is getting a good $45,000 at 
oo ate and $18,000 at the 


“Brothers-in-Law,” also new, 
soared to a sockeroo $11,000 open- 
ing round at the arty Guild. An- 
other arty entry, “Last Bridge” 
hit socko $11,500 in initial stanza 
at the Normandie. “Man on Fire” 
looks to hit a nice $23,000 in first 
week at the State, a bit disappoint- 
ing especially in view of crix 
praise. 

“Man of Thousand Faces” held 
with a great $27,500 in second 
round at the Palace despite all the 
new pix opening nearby. “Fire 
Down Below” was okay $13,000 in 
6-day third frame at the Astor. 
“3:10 To Yuma” replaces today. 

“Silk Stockings” with stageshow 
looks like big $139,000 in sixth 
(final) week at the Music Hall. 
“Pajama Game” is being launched 
tomorrow (Thurs.). “Hatful of 
Rain” is heading for an okay $17,- 
000 in final (6th) round of 9 days 
at the Victoria. “Chicago Confid- 
ental” opens Friday (30). 

“Pride and Passion” looks to hit | 
a fair $27,000 in current (9th) ses- 
sion at the Capitol. ced 
Eagels” replaces Friday (30). 

“Around World in 80 Days” eal 
at capacity $37,100 in.45th stanza | 
at the Rivoli. The 46th week | 
opened today (Wed.). “10 Com-| 
mandments” is heading for a great | 
$44,000 in present (42d) week at 
the Criterion. “Seven Wonders of 
World” finished its 72d session at | 
the Warner with a sock $34,900 
and now is in its 73d week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 75-$2)— 
“3:10 To Yuma” (Col). Opens today 
(Wed.). In ahead, “Fire Down 


st | Below” (Col) (3d wk-6 days), okay 


$13,000 after $17,000 for second 


full week. 
Little Carnegie ‘L. Carnegie) | 
(550; $1.25-$1.80) — “Novel Affair” 


(Cont). Opened yesterday (Tues.). | 
In ahead, “Lovers’ Net” (Times) 
(5th wk), week of eight days ended 
Monday (26) was fair $3,800 after 
$3,200 for fourth full week. 


Baronet (Reade) (430; $1.25. 
$1.80) — “Man Escaped” (Cont). 
Opened Monday (26). In ahead, 


“Maid in Paris” (Cont) (6th wk-10 
days), passable $5,200, but winding 
nice run here. 

Capitol (Loew) (4,820; $1-$2.50)— 
|“Pride and Passion” (UA) (9th-| 
final wk). Current session winding 
tomorrow (Thurs.) looks like fair 





Central (Maurer) (854; 95-$1.50) 
—“Battle Hell” (DCA) (2d _ wk). 
Initial session ended last night 
(Tues.) was smash $22,000 or near. 


| Looks in for run, after getting ex- | 


| cellent notices in most dailies. 

'This film returns the house to 
| first-run_ policy 

Criterion (Moss) (1,671; 
$32.30)—"10 Commandments” 
|(42d wk). This stanza finishing} 
|tomorrow (Thurs.) looks to hit | 
great $44.000 for 15 shows. The 
| 41st week was $43,000 for like 
number of performances. The com- 
ing week will have one extra show 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) | 
—‘“Light Across Street” (UMPO) 
(5th-final wk). Fourth session 
finished Sunday (25) was okay 
$4,500. Third week, $4,700. “The 
Roots” (Harrison) opens Sept. 2. 

55th St. Playhouse (Moss) (300; 
$1.25-$1.80) — “Rising of Moon” 
(WB) (8th wk). Seventh round 
completed yesterday (Tues.) was 
$4,500. Sixth was $4,800. 

Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.75) — 
“Brothers-in-Law” 
Initial session ended Sunday (25) 
was sockeroo $11,000. In ahead, 


(Par) 





$27,000. Eighth week, $31,500. | 
“Jeanne Eagels” (Col) opens Fri- 
day (30). 


| 
$1.80- | 


|—"Tip on Dead Jockey” 
Fine $11,000. Last werk, 


(Cont) (2d wk). | 


New Pix Hypo B way; ‘Sun’ Sigedow 
Mighty 1246, ‘Hell’ Smash 226, ‘Love’ 
Lush 636, 2 Spots; ‘Man’ Good $23,000 


cee Man” (DCA) 
$5,00¢ 

Sint (Trans-Lux) (592; 95- 
| $1.80)—“Last Bridge” (Union) (2d 
|wk). First round ended Monday 
(26) was big $11,000. In ahead, 
“Bambi” (BV) (reissue) (5th wk-5 
days), $3,300. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 95-$2) — 
“Man af Thousand Faces” (U) (3d 
wk). Initial holdover stanza ended 
last night (Tues.) was sockeroo 
$27,500. First week hit $40,000, 
including preem night (one show) 
coin. Stays on indef. 

Paramount (AB-PT) (3.665; $1- 
$2)\—“Love in Afternoon” (AA), 
First round ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) is heading for good $45,- 
000. Holding. In ahead, “Curse 
of Frankenstein” (WB) (2d wk-9 
days), $41,000. 

Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- 
$1.80) — “Passionate Summer” 
(Kingsley) ,6th wk). Stanza ended 
Friday (23) was lusty $7,200. Fourth 
was $8,000. Stays on. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (6,200; 95-$2.75) “Silk 
Stockings” (M-G) with stageshow 
(6th-final wk). Current session 
ending today (Wed.) looks like big 
$139,000. Fifth week was $138,500. 
“Pajama Game” (WB) plus new 
stageshow opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rivoli (UAT) (1,545; $1.25-$3.50) 
—*Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 
(46th wk). The 45th stanza com- 
pleted yesterday (Tues.) was capac- 
ity $37,100 for 11 performances, 
same as 44th week for like number 
of shows. 

Plaza (Brecher) (525; $1.50-$2)— 
“Love in Afternoon” (AA). Initial 
week ending tomorrow (Thurs.) 
looks to hit $18,000. Holding, natch! 
Pic is playing day-date with Para- 
mount. “Constant Hushand” (ln- 
die) (4th wk-8 days), $6,000 

Roxy (Nat'l. Th.) (5,717; 65-$2.50) 


(13th wk) 





|— “Sun Also Rises” (20th) with 
|} stageshow. Initia] session ending 
tomorrow (Thurs.) is soaring to 


wow $124. 000. Stays on, naturally. 
|In ahead, “Affair To Remember” 


(Continued on page | 17) 


Tronto; Days’ 206 


| Toronto, Aug. 27. 
| Of new product here this round, 
| “Silk Stockings” is off to a lusty 
start and topping city. “Run of 
Arrow” and “Tip on a Dead 
Jockey” also got big openings. 
Pacing the holdovers is “Pride and 
Passion” in third frame. “Hatful of 
| Rain” also in third looms swell. 
“Loving You” also is big in a three- 
|house Famous Players combo on 
second stanza. “Around World in 
80 Days,” also in second session, 
has increased its showings via four 
weekly matinees to turnaway biz. 
| Estimates For This Week 
| Carlton (Rank) (2,518; 75-$1.50) 
|—‘“Pride and Passion” (UA) (3d 
wk). Holding big at $15,000. Last 
week, $22,000. 
Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
| State (Taylor) (1,054; 995; 698; 694; 
| 50-75) — “Untamed Youth” (WB) 
and “Restless Breed” (20th). Pass- 
| able $12,000. Last week, “Deadly 
| Mantis” (U) and “Is Stalin Alive?” 
(U), $13,000. 
Eglinton, Palace, 
(FP) (1.080; 1,485; 
“Loving You” 








Runnymede 
1,385; 60-$1) 
(Par) (2d wk). 


| Holding good at $15,000. Last week, 
0. 


Hyland (Rank) (1.357; $1)—“Ad- 
mirable Crichton” (Col) (4th wk), 
Nice $5,000. Last week, $6,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,344; 60-$1.10)— 
“Run of Arrow” (U), Okay $10,500. 
Last week, “Band of Angels” (WB), 
$12,000 

Loew's ‘Loew) (2,098; $1.25) — 
“Silk Stockings” (M- G). Wham 
$18,000. Last week, “Man on Fire” 
(20th) (2d wk), $9,000. 

Tivoli (FP) (955; $1.75-$2.40) — 
“Around World” (UA) (2d wk), 
Turnaway biz for $20,000 capacity, 
with four matinees added for two- 


|}weeks of Canadian National Exe 


hibition. Last week, $15,000. 
University (FP) (1,556; 60-$1) — 
“Hatful of Rain” (20th) (3d wk), 


| Swell $7,500, Last week, $10,000 


75-$1.25) 
(M-G), 

“Midnight 
$10.00 


York (FP) (ar? $1.25-$2)—"10 
Commandments” (Par) (40th wk), 
Steady $5,000... Last week, same, 


Uptewn (Loew) (2,096; 


Story” (U) 
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WATCH HER 


...in the tight dress 
with the soldier 


WATCH HER 


in the motel 
VVahde Mm al=) am alel-jor-lalels 


AND 
‘WATCH HER 


make history at 

the World Premiere 
in Augusta, Georgia, 
Sept. 18th when a 
new star is born! 





; RR TTS coma QOU; Century-Fox starring 


JOANNE WOODWARD: DAVID WAYNE: LEE J.CcO 


POST STARTING TIMES! URGE YOUR PATRONS TO SEE IT FROM THE BEGINNING! 
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WATCH 


stunning 
astounding 


JOANNE 
WOODWARD 


in the most 
fantastic true 
story a girl in 
love ever lived! 


The y 
Three F 
Faces “ 
OFr 

Kve 


CINEMAScCOPE 
Available in MagOptical Prints 






























a Produced and Directed from his Screenplay by 


oo} BB: NUNNALLY JOHNSON 


Yo 


NO ONE SEATED DURING THE 
SENSATIONAL ENDING! 






Congratulations 
Nunnally Johnson 





for creating a star — 

and a motion picture 

more explosive than the best-se//er, 
the American Weekly condensation, 
the Reader's Digest book selection, 
the newspaper serialization 


in your tradition of 

THE GRAPES OF WRATH 

THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM 

HOW TO MARRY A MILLIONAIRE 

THE MAN IN THE GRAY FLANNEL SUIT 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 
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H'wood’s Jet-Propelled 50th Jubilee; 
All-Industry Push Starts Oct. | 





Film industry is set to move Oct. 


1 with what promises to be one of 
its most spectacular bids for public 
attention. On that day, celebra- 
tion of Hollywood's Golden Jubilee 
begins to roll, with stars, producers 
and theatremen joining in the pro- 
motion. 

Jubilee will have as one of its 
features a jet airliner tour by 15 to 
20 screen personalities of upward 
of 40 cities. Takeoff will be from 
Los Angeles where the local Cham- 
ber of Commerce is billed as the 
sponsor. 

Erie A. Johnston, president of 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica, stated this week that an in- 
itial fund of $160,000 has been set 
aside to cover the junketeers’ ex- 
penses. Other sums will be added 
for a long-range institutional cam- 
paign, to be provided by MPAA 
and exhibitors working in associ- 
ation with the Council of Motion 
Picture Organizations. 

While the stars are barnstorming 
across the country celebrations fo- 
cusing on the picture business are 


to take place in many cities. In- 
cluded is a month of festivities in 
New York 


And along with all this the trade 
will launch an extensive ad and 


promotion campaign. 
Jubilee ties in with the 50th an- 
niversary of the first picture made 


in Hollywood. In 1907 Col. William 
Selig, then operating in Chicago, 
sent a crew west to shoot outdoor 
scenes for “Count of Monte 
Crist 

Two-day round of activities in 
New York, tieing in with the Holly- 
wood Golden Jubilee Celebration, 


has been set for Nov. 7-8. Accord- | 


Martin S. Davis, chairman 
Gotham committee for the 
the schedule calls for a 
at City Hall by Mayor 


ing to 
of the 
Jubile e, 
welcome 


Wagner, civic luncheon and recep- 
tion by Gov. Averell Harriman. 
Additionally, it’s planned to have 
15 to 20 screen personalities tour 
the city’s five boroughs and wind 
up in Times Square with a celebra- 
tion and dedication of a perma- 
nent plaque marking the 50th anni- 
versary of production on the Coast. 


Sub-committees named by Davis 
include: publicity and exploitation, 
Iva Tulipan and Charles Cohen, 
industry tie-ins, Phil Gerard; re- 
ception, Robert K. Shapiro; special 
events and borough celebrations, 
Martin Levine, Don S. Rugoff and 


D. John Phillips; civie luncheon, 
Mort Nathanson, William Percival 
‘representing N.Y.’s Department of 
Commerce) and Anthony Akers 
‘repping Gov. Harriman). 


Davis, who’s Allied Artists’ east- 
ern ad-pub director, is handling a 
tieup with Ed Sullivan’s CBS-TV 


show 


Coast's Jubilee Push 
Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

First report on plans for Holly- 
wood’s end of the film industry’s 
Golden Jubilee was delivered yes- 
terday (Mon.) to B. B. Kahane. 
Assn. of Motion Picture Producers 
veepes, and committee chairmen 
egun picking their assistants 
to implement plans for the drive 
beginning Oct. 14. Chairmen of the 
various committees were named by 
Jack Diamond, head of the Studio 
Publicity Directors Committee. 

Howard Strickling of Metro is in 
charge of recruiting personalities 
arranging the tour of key 
Citic \! Horwitz of Columbia 
heads the group planning events 
leading up to the kickoff luncheon 
which will be chaired by Harry 
Brand of 20th. Bill Hendricks, War- 
net I 
chairn 


have b 


and 


n of the publicity commit- 
Teet Carle, Paramount, 
Flinn, Allied Artists, will 
overall arrangements. Duke 
SPDC executive secretary, 

general coordinator for 
participation in the 


tee ind 
and Joh 
handle 
Wale 
will 
Holl, 
drive 
Oscar Doob 
tor in New 
MeCarthy 
dire 
to me 
mittee 


be 


Wood's 


Jubilee coordina- 
York, and Charles 
COMPO public relations 
are due here next wee 
et with the Hellywood com- 


cto! 


Don Taylor's ‘Sammy’ 


Don Taylor is slated as producer- 
director of an independent prop- 


erty, titled “Sammy,” which the 
William Morris Agency. is now 


packaging. 
ls designed as a low budgeter. 


Trans-Lux’s Chi Office 





Trans-Lux Distributing Corp.) 
has opened an office in Chicago to 
cover the nine midwestern ex- 
change areas, according to Richard 
Brandt, -L topper. It’s the outfit’s 
third office, the other two being in. 
N.Y. and on the Coast. | 

Frank Regan, for years a branch 
manager for 20th-Fox in Omaha, | 
is in charge of the Chicago opera-| 
tion. He’ll work under T-L Distri-| 
bution sales v.p., George Roth. 


Devaluation of Franc 
Not Figured to Alter 
Remittances on U.S. Pix 


French currency manipulations, | 
freeing the franc for tourists and 


exporters, are not expected to af- | 


fect the basic U.S. film remittances | 


from France, according to the com- 
panies. F 

These remittances, amounting to 
$225,000 per month under the 
agreement which expired a month 
| ago, will continue to come out at 
| the official 350 fr. to the dollar 
| rate. New pact is being negotiated 
in Paris. 

What will be affected, however, | 
|/are the quasi-compensation deals 
| under which the distributors have 
been thawing the rest of their | 
| French earnings. So far it’s too 
|early to say how much of a loss 
| the companies will be taking. 
Since surplus coin has _ been 
| bought up regularly by local inter- 
ests over the past year, the U. S. 
outfits haven’t got any large sums 
blocked and thus escape punish- 
ment via the devaluation move. 
However, they'll take a loss in fu- 
| ture transactions, depending, of | 
| course, on where the franc settles | 
down. 

It’s figured that the 20% devalu- | 
ation stands to benefit the Ameri- 
can importers who buy French 
films for the U. S. 

In another trouble area, West 
Germany, where the government 
reportedly is ready to denounce the 
recent film agreement with the 
U. S., there now are indications 
that Bonn may not move after all. 
Government figures the pact ex- 
pires in 1958 anyway and it’s thus 
not worth while cancelling: out. 
Agreement ties in with the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade. The Germans hold that 
it is discriminatory in that it Im- | 
poses obligations on the West Ger- | 
mans that are not imposed on other | 
powers that are members of the | 
European Common Market. ! 














Why Indonesia Must See 
American Films Through 
Tough’ Censor’s Glasses 


Indonesia’s tough film censor- 
ship board operates on the theory 
that it must protect the Indonesian 
audiences from some of the ele- 
ments in American films, Abdul 
Karim, editor working for the 
board, said in New York last week. 

Karim, in this country via a U.S. 
Government invite, said he felt 
certain that, in rejecting certain 
U. S. pix wholly or in part, the 
Indonesian censor was merely ex- 
pressing the feelings of the man- 
in-the-street. 

Main objections revolve around 
violence and brutality in the 
Hollywood imports. Next in line 
is “undue exposure.” Karim also 
felt that American films quite fre- 
quently contained sequences “of- 
fensive” to other nationalities. He 
said that, from time to time, the 
Indonesian board was in consulta- 
tion on these matters with censors 
elsewhere in the Far East. 

He specifically cited “The King 
and I,” on which the Thai 
bassy was consulted. Picture never 
did play Indonesia. A ‘film that 
was cut by the Indonesians was 
“Safari” because it portrayed the 
Mau-Maw in an unfavorable light. 
Karim said his country was still 
extremely sensitive to any pictures 
having colonialism as their theme. 
He shrugged off reports that the 
Communist campaign against U.S. 
pix was effective in Indonesia, and 
he denied that it had any bearing 
on the censor board’s decisions. 

Apart from India, Indonesia is 
hardest on American film imports 
in the Far East. Karim said the 
censors were careful to weed out 
propaganda in any films. He said 
the Soviets had been warned to 
stop bringing in pictures via the 
diplomatic pouch, 

The Indonesian said he was 
aware of the existence of the Pro- 
duction Code, though his people 
considered it “too lax.” He was 
surprised to hear, however, that 
producers could get their pix 
played off without a Code seal. 
Karim felt the U. S. should exer- 
cise greater care in the type of 
films being brought into Indonesia. 

He is going to the Coast to con- 
tinue his study of editing tech- 
niques. He acknowledged that, at 
times, it was difficult to retain the 
necessary continuity in American 
pix that had been sliced by. the 
censors. 





Sinatra-Kanin ‘Devil’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Frank Sinatra and Garson Kanin 
are partnering in an indie produc- 
tion of “Devil May Care,” written 
by Kanin, who also will produce 
and direct with Sinatra to star. 
It’s scheduled to roll in 1958. 


Em- | 


Ozoners Yearn for Color 


Minnesota Drive-In Operators Would Petition 
Hollywood for More Tinters 





Same Nags, No Doubt 


Hellywood, Aug. 27. 

Title changes are an accept- 
ed practice in the industry, but 
Allied Artists apparently is go- 
ing a step further and chang- 
ing characters as well. 

Studio announced that the 
Ben Schwalb production, to 
start shooting Sept. 16, will be 
known as “Cole Younger, Gun- 
fighter.” Originally, it was 





titled “Johnny Ringo.” 


24-Hour ‘Frankenstein’ 
Cracks 1-Day Mark In — 
Minneapolis With $3,500. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 27. 

This city’s first around the clock 
(24-hour) showing of a film, “Curse | 
of Frankenstein,” starting with a 
Tuesday (20) midnight opening, 
| brought the loop Gopher its biggest 
| single day gross of all time, $3,500. 
| Initial turnouts and subsequent 
patronage demonstrated for the 
second time in a month that a 
theatre’s promise to try. to scare 
people to death will lure a sub- 
stantial number of customers here 
A similar horror show at the same 
house, also sold as a frightener, 
racked up an execeptionally big 
gross. 

For the “Curse of Frankenstein” 
midnight opening there was a long 
line at the boxoffice and a big 
turnout. The slim 3 and 6 a.m. 
crowds comprised mostly teenagers. 
Kids were barred from the theatre 
until 6 a.m. Wednesday when busi- 
| mess spurted upwards again, morn- 
| ing, afternoon and night. 

















‘Christmas Seals Look To 
Film Stars’ Cooperation 

Hollywood stars are cooperating 
to help the National Tuberculosis 
Assn. during its 51st annual Christ- 
mas Seal sale, Nov. 15 through De- | 
cember. Frank Sinatra stars in a} 
two-minute trailer while Burt Lan- 
caster and Tony Curtis will appear 
in spot announcements to be tele- 
cast during the Yuletide campaign. 

Sinatra’s trailer was filmed dur- 
ing the actor’s “Pal Joey” stint at 
Columbia Picturés. He does a 
scene with a seven-year-old boy, 
who’s a patient in a TB hospital, | 
before turning to the camera to/| 
urge the audience to buy and use| 
Christmas Seals to fight tubercu- 
losis. 

Lancaster-Curtis spot announce- 
ments were lensed at the Goldwyn 
Studios while Hecht-Hill-Lancast- 
er’s “Sweet Smell of Success” was 
before the cameras. 








Minneapolis, Aug. 27. 

Movement is afoot among the 
state’s outdoor theatres to get up 
a petition beseeching Hollywood to 
produce most of its pictures in 
color. 

Minnesota ozoner operators have 
viewed with dismay the 1956 and 
current trend away from color even 
in the case of a number of western 
and other outdoor and action pic- 
tures. 

Color pictures are drive-in the- 
atres’ “bread and butter,” the ex- 
hibitors point out. Color and the 


| big screens are among the ozoners’ 
|main selling points and lures, as- 


sert the alarmed and disheartened 
outdoor theatre boys. 

Pictures in color show up much 
better on the ozoner screens, 


especially before complete dark- 


ness. And with daylight saving 
time in effect in Minnesota and 
some North Dakota towns, color is 
all the more desirable, is not 
necessary, it’s pointed out. 

“I think Hollywood is making a 
big mistake and being penny wise 
and pound foolish in departing 
from color, probably mainly for 
economic reasons, to the present 
extent,” declares Reno Wilk, gen- 
eral manager of the Triangle Out- 
door Theatres circuit and a leader 
in the present move for a petition 
to Hollywood. 

“There are comparatiely few 
color television sets, and color and 
the large screens constitute im- 
portant features that can’t be du- 
plicated for ty movies. They still 
bring many people into the the- 
atres to watch movies there in- 
stead of on their video screens. 
This applies to the four-wall houses 
as well as the driveins. 

“Other things being equal, the 
black-and-white movies will not 
draw as well as the color pictures 
in the theatres, and if the attrac- 
tions are on percentage or other- 
wise, this means lower film rental 
returns for the distributors.” 


Curse’ Clip Put 
At $2-Mil in US. 


Promoted with a vengeance by 
Warner Bros., the British exploita- 
tioner, “Curse of Frankenstein,” 
stands to roll up a $2,000,000-plus 
U.S. gross, making it one of the 
most successful British films to 
be released in this country. 

Picture, turned out on a low 
budget, was bought by WB for re- 
lease. Eliot Hyman and a partner 
get 50% of the profits after War- 
ners pays them back their original 
$150,000 investment. “Curse” was 
made by Associated British. 

At the WB sales confab in N.Y. 





‘ 


: Mags: Minors on Majors’ Ad List — 


Advertising expenditures of the;show a rising revenue curve dur- | 


| last week, sales topper Roy Haines, 
| noting the “outstanding success” of 
“Frankenstein,” said it had en- 


readership for many weeks to! couraged the studio to _“schedule 





|film companies in the magazine | 
| field dropped 38° during the first 
| half of 1957, with the Sunday sup- | 
|plements especially hard hit. 

VARIETY study based on Seures | 
supplied by Publishers Information 
Bureau indicates that, even as other | 
| industries are boosting their outlay | 
for mag ads, Hollywood appears to 
| be pulling in its horns. Theory be- 
| hind this is that film advertising is | 
|most effective at the point-of-sale, 
ie., in the newspapers when an 
| attraction opens locally. 


ing the first half of this year. Sup- | come. 
plements’ income is up 24% with a| Only two companies spent money 
15% increase in ad pages and the |on Sunday supps so far this year. 
mags’ ad coin has risen 7%, with | 20th-Fox gave “Island in the Sun” 
only a very slight increase in the a $117,250 ride in the supplements, 
number of pages. | and United Artists invested $35,- 
Sharpest decline in film advertis- | 420 to plug “Sweet Smell of Suc- 
ing is shown by the weekly mags | cess.” 
(Life, Look, Time, ete.) which Largest amount of mag advertis- 
dropped from $1,147,783 in °56 to/| ing this year (to July) was done by 
$606,730 the first half of this year. | Metro, with $389,682. Next is Para- | 
The companies continue to ignore | mount with $237,534, then comes 
a substantial number of magazines | Universal with $230,618 and War- 
in specialized fields, such as mags;ner Bros. with $103,166, a hefty 
appealing to youth, business, farm | chunk. of which was lavished on 
interests, outdoor, mechanics, | plugging “Spirit of St. Louis.” By 


a number of similar type produc- 
tions to answer the demand of the 
nation’s exhibitors.” 





All-Industry Oscars? 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Long-sought all-industry sponsor- 
ship of the Oscar Awards will be 
pitched by the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America at a meeting in 
N.Y. Sept. 9 by George Seaton, 
prexy of the Academy of Motion 








! Ned Moss, RKO, are co- | 


| 292-536 on general magazine ads 


_ Nine companies spent $1,405,206 
/on general magazine and Sunday 
supplement advertising during the 
| first six months of 57. They spent 
| $2,265,572 during the same period 
jin 1956. Drop of $860,366 is ac- 
|counted for in part by the fact that 
'fewer pictures were involved, with 
lthe distributors splurging on 42 
pix this year against 48 in 1956. 
While the companies spent $1.,- 


home, ete. Explanation offered is 
!that these mags don’t enjoy suffi- 
cient circulation to warrant coin 
}outlay at a period when the dis- 
tribs are looking for maximum im- 
pact. Also, there’s a degree of over- 
lapping readership. 

Ad timing is getting more and 
more attention. For instance, War- 
ner Bros. is deliberately holding 
up a full page ad for “Pajama 

‘ ¢ e€ acs! Game” until a week after the open- 
| this year, against $1,967,442 in ‘56, | ing on the theory that many Prana 
they reduced their Sunday supple-| wij} be out-of-town over the Labor 
ment ad expenditures to $152.670| Day weekend. Company prefers 
from $278,130 last year, a drop of; maximum readership to an ad 
48°. Though the supplements tend | timed simply to the opening date. 
to give good space to film features,| While the importance of mag ads 
the companies in past years have | isn’t questioned, several of the ad- 
increasingly withdrawn their adver-| pub toppers now wonder whether 
tising from that medium. lit's wise to invest tall coin simply 


On an overall business basis, | to advertise a title, even though the 
both the supplements and the mags’ picture may not be available to the 





Picture Arts & Sciences. 

Seaton will meet with the board 
of governors of the Academy be- 
| $330,985 ‘against $55,713 in '57),| fore leaving for Gotham Sept. 5, 
20th-Fox $303,880 (compared with!and at this session they will dis- 
| $68,288 this year), RKO $209,575, | cuss the industry plan as well as the 
| Universal $263,293, Warners $125,- | proposal by producer Mike Todd to 
325 and Paramount $121,035. |finance the Oscar parade if the 
All of the big-circulation mags so | industry won't. . 
|far this year have shown a drop; Seaton commented on his N.Y. 
in film ad revenue. Life, for in-| junket: “I can’t say I'm optimistic 
stance, got $236,935 in 1957 against | any more. I’m not depressed; I just 
$412,042 for the same period last | want to wait and see what hap- 
year. Look _ registered $240,377 | pens.” As for the Todd proposal 
against $394,951 in °56. Time got | to pick up the $500,000 tab, he said 
no ads this year, but collected $18,- | that was up to NBC. The pix indus- 
060 during the first six months of | try has first choice, and if MPAA 
1956. {should nix sponsorship of the 

Among the few mags showing in- event, the network must decide 
creases are Seventeen, up to $51,-| whether the tab will be picked up 
205 against $40,206 last year, and|by Todd or by Oldsmobile, which 
Reader's Digest, with $31,500|has bankrolled the event in past 
against $28,500. | years. 


}comparison, Loew’s during the 
same period last year spent $487,- | 
902 in the mags, United Artists 
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Arg. Exhibs Nat'l Shutdown Threat 
Brings Halt to Hassle With Prods. 


+ 





Buenos Aires, Aug. 20. + 


Just when things looked blackest 
in the hassle between Argentine 
exhibitors and producers, aff. 
took a surprising turn for the bet- 
ter, through mediation by Provi- 
sional President Pedro Aramburu. 
And now the feuding factions are 
smoking a pipe of peace. Main- 
spring in achieving this happy re- 
sult was the exhibs’ decision to 
shutter their theatres on Saturday 
(17). At a time when delegations | 
from all over the Continent were | 
pouring into Buenos Aires for the | 
Inter-American Economic Confer- | 
ence, it would have been a bad | 
display, pointing up that all is not | 
happy here, with the people de- 
prived of their farvorite entertain- 
ment. 

Exhibs took this stand, in protest 
acainst fines imposed by the} 
Screen Institute against nine. thea- | 
tres (fom mounts ranging from | 
$650 to $2.500) for refusal to obey 
the institute’s order to exhibit “E1 | 
Hombre Senalado” (The Marked | 
Man). Houses fined were the new | 
Lococo showcase in Flores, the Pa- | 
lacio del Cine (‘SASE), General Paz} 
(Exhibidora Argentina), Pte. Avel- | 
laneda (P. Andreotte), Grand} 
Bourg. Gran Rivadavia (N. di Fi-! 
ore), Hurlingham, Palacio del Cine | 
of Lanus (S. Yunis) and Bristol of | 
Martinez (Bentivogli, Gatti & Co.). 

Feeling they were bound to lose | 
monev anvwav, exhibs preferred to 
poy fines, under protest, with re- 
course to the courts declaring them 
unconstitutional. Then they found 
they were being fined in excess of | 
what was specified in the new Film | 
Law. Thev countered with the de- 
cision to shutter. As part of the} 
victimization role, assumed by ‘pro-| 


| 
| 
| 





. 
More U.S. Visitors To 
. . > 
Gt. Britain in June 
London, Aug. 27. 
The number of American visitors | 
to Britain during June rose by 3° 
over the figure for the correspond- 
ing period in 1956. The British | 
Travel and Holidays Assn. state | 
that the actual number of Yank 
tourists to come here during that 
month totalled 43,000, and add that | 
tourist traffic from the US has 
recovered from the effects of the | 
international crisis. | 
Overseas visitors during the first 
six months of this year totalled 
466,000, against 451,000 during the 
same period in the previous year. | 


AB-Pathe Chief Blames 
Too Many Motor Cars © 
For U.S. Cinemas’ Slump 


London, Aug. 20. | 

The view that the continually | 
rising standard of living in the | 
U.S. was largely responsible for | 
the depressed state of business at 
film theatres there was expressed | 
by MacGregor Scott, general man- | 
ager of Associated British-Pathe, | 
who has just returned from a visit | 
to America and Canada. He con- 
sidered that the automobile and 
not television was the principal 
enemy of the boxoffice. 

From his quick tour, he gained | 
the impression that the U.S. econ- | 
omy was being geared to the motor | 
ear industry, with multi-channel | 








j 


|30c will also be allowed to raise 


Mel Terme Inked For | 
AB-Pathe Starrer 


London, Aug. 27. | 
Mel Torme has been inked to} 
star in a British picture to be made | 
by Flamingo Films for Associated 
British-Pathe release. Co-starring | 
with Torme will be Joan Rice. The 
picture is tentatively entitled “Op- | 
eration Murder.” | 
It will be produced by Geoff | 
Krug@r and directed by Dennis | 
Kavanagh. Shooting begins Sept. | 
23. Torme is currently making a) 
vaude tour here. 





j 


French Ist-Run 
Cinema Prices — 
Freed by Govt. 


| 
| 





Paris, Aug. 27. 

The Centre Nationale De La 
Cinematographie here this week, 
by decree, freed all frozen admis- 
sion fees at film house. Firstruns 
will now be able to charge what- | 
ever they feel the traffic will bear, ; 
and theatres with a ceiling below, 


prices. Distributors, exhibitors 
and producers all sought this un-| 
freezing of first-run scales. 

On the other hand the special} 
dispensations for tab raises for 
special pix, depending on quality, | 
length or cost, will be abolished. | 
The recent part devaluation of the | 
franc was the immediate cause of | 
this decree although it had been | 


| brewing for some time. 


Price hikes will start next month 
and the effect on film attendance 
will be carefully studied. Regard- 
ing U.S. pix, the remittances will | 
be done via the new 420 francs to 
the dollar which would mean a 


ducers, Hugo del Carril suspended | highways taking the load off long /20% loss to Yank distribs. How- | 


preparations to roll “Los Frutos | 
Verdes,” scheduled to start Aug.| 
20. since uncertain of its ever be- 
ing exhibited domestically. 
President Takes Charge 

Then the nation’s president took | 
a hand. appointing Captain Man-| 
rique, his naval aide, to summon | 


| 


meetiay of producers and exhibi- 
He called on both sides to} 


tors 
reconcile their differences. 

During the exhibitor-producer 
confab, exhibs pointed out that) 
they don’t refuse to exhibit native 
pictures, but object to the Screen 
Institute. trying to enforce protec- 
tion on holdover terms which in- 
volve them in heavy losses. Pact 
which eventually emerged elim- 
inates those holdovers. Exhibs 
agreed that first-run houses should 
show an Argentine picture at least 
once every three months, and a 
committee was set up to examine 
proper enactment of the Film Law. 

Lots were then drawn to deter- 
mine which theatres should exhibit 
the next native releases. Moveover 
houses are to exhibit 35% of “A” 
domestic product; in other words 
they need not exhibit more than 
four natives over each quarter. 

A disconcerting phase in devel- 
opments was the Institute’s récent | 
lethargy in reviewing foreign ma- 
terial. Distribs had to make in- 
quirv as to the reasons and were 
told that the Institute had no time 
for reviewing. This is presumed to 
be a dodge to slow up foreign re- 
leases and give ‘he native product 
an advantage. Independent foreign 
distributors have presented a note 
to the government pointing out 
that the new reiease tax will drive 
most of them out of business, in- 
volving unemployment for many 
local employees. 


WB’s Ira Beck Shifts To 
Caracas; Other Changes 


Bogota, Aug. 27. 

Ira D. Beck, Warner Bros. gen- 
eral manager here for the last six 
years and a leader in Film Board 
(MPEA) activities, has resigned to 
join Distribuidora Salvador Carcel 
in Caracas, Venezuela. Carvel, one 
of the largest and most important 
independent  distributor-exhibitor 
companies in Latin America, han- 
dies Peliculas Mexicanas, United 
Artists and Titanus for the Repub- 
lic of Venezuela. 

Other personnel changes are the 
appointment of Columbia Pictures’ 
assistant manager. Steve Justs, as 
manager in Ecuador and the nam- 
ing of Ricardo Canals, former Re- 
public sales supervisor, -as first 
oma of the new Rank office 

ere. 








ing returns. 


distance travel. The development | 
had aided the drive-in, but hurt | 
the conventional theatre. } 

Scott observed that all the cir- | 
cuit toppers with whom he dis- 
cussed the situation agreed that | 
theatre business had taken a seri- | 
ous dive this year. July, normally | 
regarded, he said, as a key mcnth 
in recent years for the launching | 
top. preduct, had shown disappoint- | 


During his stay in N.Y., Scott 
closed a deal with WB for the re- 
lease of “These Dangerous Years,” 
an Anne Neagle production (di- 
rected by Herbert Wilcox), in the 
U.S. and Canada, South and Latin 
America plus. most parts of the 
world. That’s the second Warner 
deal for a British pic within a fort- 
night. The major company has also 
acquired world rights (other than 
U.K.) for “Woman in a Dressing 
Gown.” 


ITALO EXHIBS STILL 
SEEK CUT IN TAXES. 


Rome, Aug. 20. 

Italian exhibitor sector, in its 
drumbeating campaign for lower- 
ing admission taxes, is pointing 
out that never before have so many 
Italo cinemas closed down for sum- 
mer vacations, some being for long 
periods. Case also has been laid 
before Finance Minister Giulio 
Andreotti by a high exhib exec, 
Torello Ciucci, at a recent confab. 
Further talks on the subject loom 
when Italo Gemini, AGIS topper, 
gets back to town. 

The number of film houses cur- 
rently shuttered on their own ini- 
tiative is ficwred to run to several 
thousand. But it’s pointed out that 
these were not the normal summer 
closings of previous years. Shut- 
downs were brought on by the 
fact that many were not even meet- 
ing daily overhead with the cur- 








rently slim boxoffice take. 

In Rome alone, 11 of the 33 first- 
runs are currently closed for an in- | 
definite period, and a similar set- 
up prevails in other major centers. 


Libertad Rescues Cop 


Mexico City, Aug. 20. 

Libertad Lamarque, the Argen- 
tinian actress-tange singer who is 
a top name in Mexican show biz 
(she stars in a current film champ, 
“The Woman Who Had No In- 
fancy”), saved a cop from bodily 
harm recently. 

She rescued a local policeman, 
one of six protecting her from 
autograph fieds, when the swirl- 
ers unbalanced him and he fell to 








the ground. 


ever, the interior tax and visa pay- 
ments will be judged on the old 
350 francs-to-a-dollar basis in a try 
to balance the loss. 

As to the Film Aid Law, interior | 
aid given for quality and perfor- 
mance would be upped to keep 
pace with the aid given against. 
foreign receipts of French films 
which would now be up, at least 
in the U.S. market, by about 20%. 
Aid now gives a producer about 
25% on his foreign income and 8% 
on the domestic take of his film 
towards his next production. 


British Equity Joins 
Variety Artists in Nix 
Of New Vaude Project 


London, Aug. 27. 

British Actors’ Equity and the 
Variety Artists Federation have 
turned down to the proposed for- 
mation of a body to be known as 
the National Variety Assn. So far, 
the only move made by the NVA 
has been to issue a prospectus out- 
lining its motives, which it claims, 
are to restore “live variety by pre- 
senting the best available enter- 
tainment anywhere and at any time 
and whenever opportunity pre- 
sents.” 

The prospectus adds that to 
launch the NVA on a sound and 
secure basis it needs at. least $112,- 
000 in $2.80 shares. No dividends 
will be paid. Equity took umbrage 
at a statement that the prospectus 
had been issued with the full recog- 
nition of the actors’ union, which 
had given the NVA project “ad- 
vice and support.” 

Equity made it clear, by buying 
space in the local trade papers, that 
it had never been approached by 
the NVA, and had in no way spon- 
sored or supported the project. | 


‘Teahouse’ Runs Record 
7 Weeks in Honolulu 


Honolulu, Aug. 27. 

“Teahouse of August Moon” 
(M-G) wound up a record seven 
week run at the Kuhio Theatre 
here last week. Consolidated 
chain’s prestige house operates on | 
a policy of separate matinee and | 
then continuous night perform- | 
ances, 

City’s large Japanese population 
augmented the heavy “haole” 
(white) patronage. Stage version of 
“Teahouse” earlier proved to be | 
the Honolulu Community Theatre's | 
alltime top moneymaker. | 











85% of Yugoslavia Amusement Tax 
Goes for Domestic Pix Production 


+ By HANS HOEHN 
} 
Pula, Aug. 20. 


Two Groups Okay Wage yicostavian ane it 2. 
Hikes at Brit Stu 4 has had a tough time in recent 


years, now feels that the most 
London, Aug. 20. /| immediate financial problems have 
For the first time since Britain's 


been solved, according to Jowan 
second producing organization was | Ruzic, 





general secretary of the 
set up, the two employer groups| Yugoslavian Film Producers Assn., 
have jointly negotiated a new interviewed at the recent Pula 
agreement with a trade union. Last | Film Festival by Varrery. 
week, the British Film Producers! A new law provides that 85° 
Assn. and the Federation of Brit-| of the amusement tax (20% of each 
ish Film Makers approved a wage admission ticket) shall be returned 
hike for studio technicians to a special production fund. This 
Under the new pact, minimum)| means that considerable money 
rates up to $77 are upped by 10% | soon will be in the hands of the 


while higher salaries get a 7!2% domestic film industry: But as in 
increase. The settlement is back-| the past, it’s figured that local 
dated to July 29. product won't be able to make 





enough money to cover full produc- 
tion costs Hence, the generous 


Yank Prod. Brings Greek ee subventions will con- 
Play to Greeks at Athens Top Yugoslavian films are bud- 
Fest But It’s Greek to Em 


geted at about $100,000. While 
interest exists for coproductions 

with other countries, few of these 

Athens, Aug. 20. have been successful. The Yugo- 

Cultural exchange has always  Slav-Austrian, “The Last Bridge,” 
been important, and it is even and the Yugo-Norwegian, “Bloody 
more so today as the East and/ Street,” are exceptions. New co- 
West begin to send reps of the! productions include UFUS-Film’s 
various arts to the opposite coun- | “The Noble Knight Lagardere,” 
tries. with France; and Avala’s “Way 

“Long Day's Journey Into Night” | "to Valley,” to be directed by 
was an excellent choice for the re- | /t#lian Giuseppe de Santis 
cent Theatre of Nations season in Most films imported into Yugo- 
Paris. But not quite the same can Slavia are American, imports of 
be said of James S. Elliott's pro- | such pix being 60 to 100 per year. 
duction of the Greek drama,! According to Ruzic, if the films are 
“Promethus Bound,” in the adap-| good they do outstanding biz, and 
tation of Edith Hamilton. At pres-| Obviously plenty of them do. He 
ent, it is running at the Athens;named “Carmen Jones” (20th), 
Festival. Play was done outside of | “East of Eden” (WB), “Rhapsody” 
the general fest activities as an|(M-G) and “To Hell and Back” (U) 
American entry. |as being recent big successes. 

It must be said in Elliott's favor, A problem in Yugoslavia’s film 
that he did a good job of organiz- industry is the lack of good story 
ing and getting a good aggregation | material, Ruzic said. There are few 
of actors here for this. He man- |film stars, as such, the actors get- 
aged to get support both from the | ting unusually low salaries. Lead- 
Athens festival and the American | jng players in screen productions 
National Theatre and Academy. It | get only a few thousand dollars per 


was a good idea but it apparently | q)m 

call i) r jor “*s - 

a - Bd = Greek Semething unusual here is the 
, fact that scenario writers, directors 


play to the Greeks it should have . 
been done in American style, an and cameramen as well as produc 
interesting cultural experiment, in- | ®™S "®W Tecetve money premiums 
stead of in a reading with the cen- | °" 4 participation basis if their pix 
tral character speaking Greek and | #"e successful, A successful film is 
the others English. one which is seen by more than 


. 2,500,000 people in this country. 
Bina pty. Kept tne aod | With Yugoslavia now having 1,366 
mostly Greek) half in the know | cinemas, this is not too difficult to 
all the time but it led to strange | 8¢complish for a pie with a real 
rhythms and exchanges, and the | 9°xoffice draw. 
lack-lustre impressions of the| Export of pix is on the upbeat, 
spoken action given by miming ac- | Said Ruzic. Twenty-six feature pix 
tors in the background was not co- | have been exported in the 1953-56 
ordinated enough. |period. Russia took 12 of these 

With only three _ rehearsals, | and the U.S., four. 

things went surprising well, but a! Domestic production of 15 to 20 
festival of this type, with reps / films annually has made Yugo- 
from various countries present,|slavia today one of the East 
called for a more careful U. S. | Europe’s most important film na- 
entry. tions. Considering that the produc. 


crowd 








Most crix rapped the show but tion industry is only about 12 years 
some were*as kind as was most jd some call it one of the fastest 
of the —s cee seg the a growing film industries in the 
moment o e evening was world. 
presentation of an honorary citi-) 
zenship to Athens to the er +4 
lator of the play, the 90-year-ol 
Miss Hamilton. Her sincere, emo- ARG. F ILM CRIX PICK 
tional acceptance set the highpoint | 
of the evening — achieved by | BEST PRODS., ACTORS 
“Prometheus.” In the cast were + 
Clarence Derwent, Blanche Yurka,| _ cago Aires, Aug. 20. 
Margaret Phillips, Michael Wager, Yesterday the Assn., of Argen- 
George Mathews, Ernest Graves | tine Film Critics met to vote the 
and Greco-American actor George | awards for the best. productions of 
Bourlos who did his role of} 1956. “Los Tallos Amargos” (The 
Prometheus in Greek. Bitter Stalks) (Artistas Argentinos 
The ancient Roman Theatre, the | Asociados) won the award for the 
Herodes Atticos, was a unique site | best native production while “La 
for this fest featuring Greek 2 —— the a. 
tragedies, opera, ballet and con- oreign m. “Death of a 
a The “top events were the el was amg on as — best 
the two recitals by Maria Callas. | foreign pic spoken in Spanish. 
Greeks came to sneer at the high-| The new young director, Fer- 
handed prima donna but were wo2 | nando Ayala, who established him- 
by her brilliance. After bowing | self in 1955 with “Ayer Fue Prim- 
out the first night, due to nerves, /avera,” got the best direction 
she came back for two top concerts |award for “Amargos.” Novelist 
which packed the theatre and left | Adolfo Jasco copped the best story 
the Greeks proud of her Athenian | award for the same film, also Sergio 
background. e was really one | Leonardo for best adaptation and 
of their kind estar as all of Athens | Astor Piazzola for the prize score. 
was concerned. Mosk. |The pic had no boxoffice success, 
lasting a bare week at the Luxor 
‘ ’ . and Broadway, when released in 
80 Days Aussie Preem | i956. 
Sydney, Aug. 20. Delia Garces was picked as best 
Mike Todd’s “Around World in| Argentine actress for her work in 
80 Days” (UA), has been set ‘*o “Alejandra” (Argentina Sono Film). 
preem Sept. 25 at 900-seat Paris|This only held 2 weeks at the 
Theatre here. It goes into the 1600- — yy was ag 
seat Esquire in Melbourne, Oct. 30,/ best actor for his work in “Gra- 
“Days” will play once-nightly| ciela” (Sono) which lasted at the 
with two matinees weekly. Gran Rex also for two weeks. 
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“MGM's ‘UNTIL THEY SAIL 
SLAMBANG, SURE-FIRE 
WINNER.” —Hollywood Reporter 


IT SETS A NEW PREVIEW RECORD! 
Read every word of this news flash! 





ENCINO, CAL., Aug. 21—An all-time sneak 

preview record was set last night at the 
te Fs Encino Theatre where “Until They Sail” 
. was shown to an enthusiastic audience. 
Invariably some patron enters a negative on 
the preview card for even the most renowned 
picture, but there was not a single unfavorable 
vote for the performances of Jean Simmons, 
Joan Fontaine, Paul Newman and Piper 
" Laurie—a rare tribute indeed. This is a story of 
aed New Zealand with its young men away at war 
: and U.S. Marines stationed there. It treats 
frankly the romantic involvements of these 
girls without men of their own. The preview 
cards forecast a powerful woman’s picture. “A 
great emotional experience” is written on 
many of them. Others said, “enjoyed a good 
cry,” “it’s something for all of us,” “this is a 
picture that parents should take their teen- 
agers to see.” Hollywood Reporter this morn- 
ing forecasts that M-G-M has “a slambang 
sure-fire winner.” 
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LOVE 


LOVE UNL THEY SAIL 
JEAN SIMMONS - JOAN FONTAINE: PAUL NEWMAN : PIPER LAURIE 


with CHARLES DRAKE + SANDRA DEE = screen Piay ty ROBERT ANDERSON + Based Upon a Story by JAMES A. MICHENER + tn CinemaScope 


Directed by ROBERT WISE + Produced by CHARLES SCHNEE 
An M-G-M Picture 


Wednesday, August 28, 1957 
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EXHIBITORS’ HOUSING PLAGUE 





Amusement Stock Quotations 


For Week Ending Tuesday (27) 
N. Y. Stock Exchange 


1957 Net 
High Low Weekly Vol. Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
in 100s High Low Close for wk. 
17442 1114 ABC Vending 25 1548 144% 1458 — *% 
247, 1654 Am Br-Par Th 135 18% 1658 165% —134 
36144 2814 CBS “A” ... 98 297% 28% 2834 —14 
3542 27% cee 1s TE 2978 27% 28 — %4 
2012 17 Col Pix . 29 19 1738 18 —1 
195g 133% Decca 151 187% 18% 1818 — 5% 
115 8154 Eastman Kdk, 100 10154 95% 9812 —212 
458 314 EMI 221 4)2 438 412 —_ 
103g 73% List Ind. 83 & 812 812 — 38 
22 16% Loew's ...... 414 181% 161% 1634 anit 
918 734 Nat. Thea. .. 178 812 83% 84 — 
3673 2814 Paramount .. 44 3412 33 37% + 3% 
184g 1418 Philco 78 1478 1458 1454 —\% 
40 315g RCA , 351 3518 3258 33 —l'e 
814 542 Republic 27 618 658 6 - 
13% 11 Rep., pfd..... 8 11% 11 11 —M% 
1842 14% Stanley War 37 17 16% 1658 — is 
2914 243 Storer’ 23 2519 2438 2514 — %4 
3024 221% 20th-Fox 71 2634 2558 26\8 — Ms 
253g 21% United Artists 49 223% 21% 21% — % 
3078 235g Univ. Pix . 5 28 2734 27% —% 
73 6812 Univ. pfd. *30 69 6858 6853 + % 
2878 21 Warner Bros. 45 2212 215 2 + % 
1211 9114 Zenith 35 11042 10542 10734 —212 
imerican Stock Exchange 
412 273 Allied Artists 8 358 3% 3% — 
1042 8 All’d Ari, pfd 5 Bs 81s 81a +M% 
1134 9 Asso. Artists 160 978 y 914 — 58 
1% 5g C&CTele . 193 15/16 7% Ve —\* 
618 444 DuMont Lab. 83 458 4\%4 4% — ks 
458 242 Guild Films 46 3 234 2% — 
934 7 Nat'l Telefilm 101 814 7% Tt —M% 
9 3'— Skiatron . 118 8 7% 7%; — * 
8°4 5% Technicolor 85 §34 5% 538 — 3s 
5?73 37% 3 Trans-Lux 13 478 458 478 + 
Over-the-Counter Securities 
Bid Ask 
I osc 0s. eederasin nde edebeebis 5134 5714 + % 
Chesapeake Industries ........cceeeeee+8 2 238 _ 
Cinerama Inc. cocccccccescceccos - 1% 12 — 
Cinerama Prod. otlevedesseusscevecs Se 234 —\% 
DuMont Broadcasting ......cccccessccces 834 938 + % 
EE” S605 dc ce epereenvbe hansen 2% 258 — % 
Official Films ....... stccosesibsessses 296 1% _ 
Polaroid eee Ae ae, ULF —5 
UD. A, Theatres ...cccccccevegcerccsecces 4 458 _ 
Walt Disney ..... ntoetecenewes coubeccee ae 2358 —i 





* Actual Volume. 


(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 








+ 


; Rhoden on Restrictive Contracts 





out that in his 1956 deposition 
Rhoden had said policy was to try 
to get covenants wherever possible, 
whereas at trial he said he didn't 
know about them. 

Rhoden also testified he nego- 
tiated terms of $350 monthly lease 
with Mrs. Mabel Carter of Sedalia, 
Mo., in 1940—after Fox had built 
new theatre in Sedalia when Mrs. 
Carter wanted $1,200 for renewal 
of old lease on her Liberty Theatre 


—but hadn’t negotiated lease’s 
covenant, 

Alioto threw a curve in question- 
ing Rhoden about the Waldo 


Theatre at Kansas Oity. Testimony 
established that Mrs. Rhoden 
owned the theatre, that Fox had a 
longterm lease on it which it was 
forced. to forego in 1951 under 
strictures of Paramount decree. 
Rhoden said Fox owned all of the 
theatre's equipment, turned it over 
to Mrs. Rhoden in consideration of 
her cancelling three remaining 
years in lease. Then Mrs. Rhoden 
promptly leased the house to the 
8l-theatre Commonwealth circuit, 
which is 60% owned by the Rho- 
dens’ sons, Elmer Jr. and Clark. 
Sons got their interest from their 


father when Paramount decree 
forced him to divest shares of 
Commonwealth. 


Alioto’s point was that this did 
not “restore substantial competi- 
tion.” 

Under Alioto’s needle, Rhoden 
also testified that: 

(1) His two sons acquired 6,562 
shares of Commonwealth stock in 
1948, representing 16% interest in 
the circuit; 

(2) On June 4, 1950, Rhoden ac- 
quired 2,000 shares more from his 
partner, a man named Schultz, 
which gave him Commonwealth 
control through his son’s interest 
and through his own previous one- 
third interest—this was at the time 
the U.S. Court affirmed the decree 
breaking up National Theatres’ 
pools; ° 

(3) A man named Jamieson, who 


d from page ” 








owned a small piece of Common- 
wealth, was hired by Rhoden as a 
district manager shortly after 
Rhoden became Fox Midwest's 
chief executive in 1931. Jamieson 
kept acquiring® Commonwealth 
stock through the years while work- 
ing for Fox and, after retiring from 
Fox several years ago, returned to 
work for Commonwealth owning 
20% of the circuit, according to 
Rhoden. 

Late in the session Pete Lund- 
gren, Fox West* Coast's film buyer 
and statistician, took the stand, 
testified he compiled his first basic- 
expense figures with a Warner 
Bros. statistician in 1937 at the re- 
quest of Spyros Skouras and War- 
ners’ Grad Sears. Skouras and 
Sears were negotiating a deal, said 
Lundgren, and Warners was check- 
ing theatre expenses. 

He said the first time National 
Theatrés had made a sliding-scale 
deal was in the previous year, 1936, 
with Loew’s, but Lundgren testi- 
fied he didn’t review the Loew's 
deal at ali in setting up figures for 
the Warners deal. 

Lundgren said that after 1940 
National made no_ circuit-wide 
deals, but admitted it made key 
deals which were not negotiated 
circuit-wide but built up by ex- 
change territories. No U.S. gross 
figure was negotiated in key deals, 
he said. ) 

Fox West Coast’s Eddie Zabel, 
testified Lundgren, was “a consult- 
ant, a trouble-shooter,” and nego- 
tiated some deals but not the most 
basic ones after his arrival in Los 
Angeles in 1942. 

At that time, said Lundgren, 
both Charles and Spyros Skouras 
were very active in film buying, 
and Zabel’s function was “to help 
the local people negotiate deals in 
their territory.” Lundgren said he 
worked closely with Zabel. Among 


other data, added Lundgren, he | 


worked at the basic expenses for 
- five of National Theatres’ divi- 
sions, 


LIDING 8.0. GUES 
AEAL ESTATE RAP 


Many film houses, already suf- 
fering from a soft b.o., are being 
further harassed by the demands 
lof real estate operators. This is 
| particularly the case in situations 








TOA Support of AB-PT Output Keyed 
To Luring SW, NT Into Film-Making 





KEITH’S WHITE PLAINS, 
SOLD FOR $950,000 


RKO Theatres chain has sold its 
Keith's Theatre, White Plains, 





|where the exhibitor is the lessee 
|of the property, Agreements with 
{the landlord usually call for a 
}maximum rental guarantee plus a 
| percentage of the b.o. take. 

| In lush times, the realty op- 
erators were able to obtain their 
jguarantees in addition to a tidy 
jsum as part of the percentage. 
| With the boxoffice on the down- 
|grade, however, and with theatre 
{operators continually singing the 
iblues, the realty men are begin- 
ning to wonder if perhaps their 
properties can be put to use for a 
potentially more profitable opera- 
| tion. 

| It’s claimed that as a result of 
| this policy of the property owners, 
;many theatres are being forced: to 
|throw in the towel, especially at 
j lease renewal time when the land- 


|guarantee. For many theatre op- 
erators, the new rental demands 
jrepresent tHe difference between 
| profit and loss and rather than at- 
| tempt to continue under such con- 
|ditions, they give up the leases 


|and abandon the operation of the, 


| theatre, 
Strategy-‘Downtown’ 

| This condition, it’s said, is par- 
|ticularly prevalent in downtown 
|business communities where the 
|realty man feels he can put his 
space to better use by renting to 
retail stores. From the property 
owner's standpoint, it's simply a 
matter of good business judgment. 
His objective is to make a profit 
and if a theatre can’t produce, per- 
haps some other business will 
bring in the necessary coin. Any- 
way, he’s become so accustomed to 
the downbeat talk relating to the 
future of the film house that he 
feels he should protect his own in- 
vestment by tenanting his prop- 
|erty with a business that can at- 
tract customers. 

The situation in relation to the 
|Mayfair Theatre on Broadway is 
|perhaps typical of the problem in 
|Other sections of the country. 
|Harry Brandt, operator of the 
| Mayfair, reportedly lost his lease 
|when he disagreed to new terms 
jset by the landlord. Property 
|owner, however, is seeking a new 
| film outfit to take over the opera- 
|tion. Meanwhile, the Mayfair is 
|dark. The Broadway house repre- 
|sénts a situation in which it would 
| be difficult for the realtors to con- 
jvert it to other uses. One-story, 
|no-baleony theatres can be easily 
|eonverted to stores and super- 
markets. However, with such a 
|large theatre as the Mayfair, it 
jinvolves a compl«te reconstruc- 
{tion job. This poses a serious 
|dilemma for the landlord, He's 
|constantly faced with the question 
|of whether it’s worthwhile to con- 
ivert the Property for commercial 
use. 
The exhibitor versus landlord 
tussle is not one-sided. Both fac- 
tions are businessmen, and the 
|realtor, on his part, must consider 
his own rights and take the course 
of action that will be most profita- 
| ble for him. Unfortunately, as far 
as the film industry is concerned, 
the property situation represents 
another problem in a business al- 
ready beset with hundreds of ’em. 








| 
Get Rid of It Earliest, 


| Mayor’s DST Petition 
Fargo, N. D., Aug. 27. 

Fargo Mayor Herschel Lashko- 
witz has sent a telegram to Minne- 
sota Gov. A, O. Freeman asking 
the latter to reconsider his act on 
ending daylight saving time 
Sept. 29. 

The mayor wants the governor 
| to change the termination to Sept. 
| 2 to minimize confusion in the two 
| North Dakota towns, Fargo and 
| Grand Forks, that border on 














N. Y., to a group of investors for 
$950,000. Circuit will continue to 
operate the house on a longterm 
lease-back from the new owners, 
laccording to president Sol A. 
Schwartz 

! In addition to the theatre, the 
|property consists of a commercial 
| building, parking lot and gasoline 
station. 











94 Pix From July 


-ToSept.; UA Tops, 


20th 2d, Allied 3d 


|lord demands a higher minimum | 


A total of 94 pictures will have 
| been released by nine major com- 
|panies during the three-month 
period extending from July to Sep- 
tember, a span now considered the 
most lucrative of the year for the 
film industry. 

Largest number of pictures, a to- 
tal of 17, will have been issued by 
United Artists during the summer 


| 
' 


; canto, 20th-Fox, with 14, is sec- 


| ond in the number of releases. Al- 
| lied Artists is third with 13. Colum- 


{bia and Universal are tied for 
| fourth with 11 each. Warner Bros. | 


| follows with nine, Metro and Para- 
| mount with seven each, and Repub- 
lic trails with only five. 

The month of August saw the 
largest number of combined re- 
leases with a total of 34, September 
followed with 31, and July trailed 
with 29. 

Of the 94 pictures released or 
scheduled for release during the 
three month stanza, perhaps only 
16 can be characterized as so-called 
big pictures. The remainder is sec- 
ondary product, heightened, how- 
ever, by exploitation-type entries. 
Apparently the uniquest aspect of 
the three months is the fact that 
not a single entry, excluding the 
September releases, is a film that 
can genuinely be termed a b.o. 
blockbuster. Several! pictures tal- 
lied above average and racked up 
good returns, but none appeared to 
have the magic quality that could 
draw the largest potential audi- 
ence. This factor, perhaps more 
than anything else, reflects the 
offish business experienced this 
year during the summer season. 


White Collar Union 
Negotiates Separately 


Efforts to hold industry-wide 
talks on negotiations for a new 
contract for homeoffice white col- 
lar employees have collapsed. As 
a result, the Homeoffice Employees 
Union, Local H-63, International 
Alliance of Stage Employees, in 
N. Y., has served its demands on 
the individual film companies and 
has requested meetings to begin 
negotiations for a new contract to 
~ the one that expires Aug. 

a. 

According to Russell Moss, busi- 
ness agent for the white collar 
union, each company is reluctant 
to be the first one on the list be- 
cause it fears it might be accused 
of establishing a pattern for the 
industry. Local H-63, Moss stated, 
had hoped to hold talks with all 
eight major distributors at one 
time so that standard hours, wages, 
severance pay and other items 
could be agreed upon to eliminate 
the differences in wages and work- 
ing conditions that now exist 
among the various companies. 

The film companies, Moss point- 
ed out, were willing to negotiate 
on a group basis on certain items, 
but they insisted that hours, mini- 
mum hiring wages, insurance and 
hospitalization be negotiated on an 
| individual basis. 








+ 
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Theatre Owners of America is 
| urging exhibitors to support the 
production efforts of the formerly- 
affiliated circuits. The exhibitor or- 
ganization point out that it has made 
frequent appeals to the Dept. of 
Justice to allow the divorced chains 
to enter production. “TOA,” it’s 
emphasized, “recognizes that this 
is a prime potential source of ad- 
| ditional product so crucially need- 
ed in order to relieve the acute 
shortage of product.” 

With American’ Broadcasting- 
.Paramount Theatres now produc- 
ing pictures under the AB-PT Pic- 
tures label, TOA is hopeful that 
Stanley Warner and National The- 
atres will soon follow suit. 

Prime aim of TOA’s pitch to its 
| members, although it stresses that 
jit has never recommended the 
| playing of a specific picture, is to 
| urge exhibitors to book the maiden 
| efforts of AB-PT—a pair of frankly 

exploitation-type pictures, “Begin- 
ning of the End” and “The Un- 
earthly.” TOA also calls attention 
to two upcoming AB-PT entries as 
well as the company’s announced 
program of providing 12 pictures 
| for the year. 

“We feel,” says the exhibitor org 
of which AB-PT Theatres is a mem- 
| her, “the time has come when all 
| theatres, by action, should back up 
| the words of the past many months 
| that encouraged AB-PT to go into 
| production. Widespread and im- 
| mediate liquidation of their current 
| pictures and of their forthcoming 
| releases with definitely encourage 
|their continuation of production 
plans and will also help convince 
Stanley Warner and National The- 
atres that as theatreowners we 
|really mean we want more pic- 
| tures.” 


Detroit B.0. Okay 
Amid Press Void 


Detroit, Aug. 27. 

“What's playing where, who's In 
it and when's showtime?” was the 
three-part question which flooded 
theatre switchboards during De- 
troit's week-long shutdown of the 
three dailies. However, strike had 
no appreciable effect on pix 
grosses. In fact, some nabe houses 
reported an upsurge in biz. While 
reports from night clubs and tent 
theatres differed somewhat, the 
consensus was that the strike prob- 
ably was being unjustly blamed 
for generally poor biz caused by 
cool weather and other factors. 

All of the downtown film houses 
reported they had to hire addi- 
tional. help to man their switch- 
boards. They went to radio and tv 
to publicize their shows. In addi- 
tion, United Detroit Theatres 
printed a program and time sched- 
ule which was distributed at its 
four downtown and 10 nabe houses, 
at shopping centres and parking 
lots. Cinerama increased its ad- 
vertising schedules in out-of-town 
newspapers to bring custemers to 
Music Hall. 








20TH-FOX FIELD SHIFTS . 


Howard Kinser to Indianapolis 
Vice Schmertz 








Indianapolis, Aug. 27 

Howard Kinser, formerly sales 
manager at Kansas City, became 
20th-Fox branch manager here last 
week in changes that followed de- 
parture of Ray Schmertz, who suc- 
ceeded his father as Cleveland 
branch manager 

Herman W. Halberg, formerly 
city salesman and office manager 
here, was promoted to branch man- 
ager at Omaha. Bob Meyer suc- 
ceeded Halberg here and William 
Zoetis, formerly head booker, took 
over Meyer's northern Indiana 
sales route. Al Kucin, auditor, 
was made head booker. 








16 VARIETY Wednesday, August 28, 1957 


The slogan for Warners’ up- 
coming Branch Managers’ Drive 
is “Watch Warners put the gold 
in the indusiry’s Golden Jubilee.” 








This slogan is for real. Our 
Drive begins with “THE PAJAMA 
GAME” at Radio City Music Hall 
and across the nation as the 
No. 1 Labor Day attraction. 


Watch the gold pour in. 





AND A BIG P.sS. 


We just saw the rough-cut of MARLON 
BRANDO 1n “SAYONARA” and so did Russell 
Downing, Ed Hyman, Harry Kalmine, 
Samuel Rosen and Sol Schwartz. Ask them 
what they think and they'll tell you it’sa 
guaranteed gold-mine. U 


Wednesday, August 28, 1957 


VARIETY 
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NEW YORK 


(Continued from page 9) 
(20th) and stageshow (5th wk), 
$63,000, for a very solid extended- 
run. 

State (Loew) (3,450; 78-$1.75) — 
“Man on Fire” (M-G). First round 








ending tomorrow (Thurs.) looks 
like fine $23,000. Last week, | 
“Sweet Smell of Success” (UA) | 


(8th wk-8 days), okay $18,000. 
Sutton (R&B) (561; 95-$1.75) — | 
“Doctor at Large” (U) (5th wk). 
Fourth stanza ended Saturday (24) 
was big $7,000. Third was $8,400. 
Stays. 

Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (540; 
$1-$1.50)\—“‘Escapade” (DCA) (4th- 
final wk). Third frame completed | 
last Sunday (25) was just fair 
$3,100. Second week, $4,200. “Four 
Bags Full” (Cont) opens Sept. 4. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 50- 
$2)—“Hatful of Rain” (20th) (6th- 
final wk). Current session winding 
tomorrow (Thurs.) is heading for | 
good $17,000 in 9 days. Fifth full | 
week was $16,000. “Chicago Confi- | 
dential” (UA) opens Friday (30), | 

Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,600; 
$1.20-$3.50) — “Seven Wonders” | 
(Cinerama) (73rd wk) finished last | 
Saturday (24) was boffo $34,900. 
The 7ist week was $34,700. “Search 
for Paradise” (Cinerama) opens | 
Sept. 24. 

World (Times) (501; 95-$1.50)— | 
“It Happened in Park” (Ellis) (3d | 
wk). Second week ended Sunday | 
(25) was sharp $10,200. First was | 
$12,400. 


‘ROCK’ SOLID $21,000, | 


D.C; ‘OMAR’ NICE 176. 


Washington, Aug. 27. | 
Four new entries plus cool | 
weather are combining to bolster | 
main stem biz, which shapes steady, | 
without breaking any _ records. | 
“Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter,” | 
ai Loew's Capitol, hypoed by the 
fanfare of Jayne Mansfield’s recent | 
day on Capitol Hill, looks an easy 
winner. “Omar Khayyam” is nice 
in two spots. “Gun Glory” at the 
Columbia is barely okay. “Pride 
and Passion” continues solid in 
fourth stanza at Keith’s, and 
“Seven Wonders of World” is 
enjoying renewed vigor in 35th | 
week ai the Warner. 
Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (SW) (1,490; 80- 
$!.10) — “Omar Khayyam” (Par). 
Okay $6,000. Last week, “Band of 
Angels” (WB) (2d wk), $4,000. 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 70-90) — 
“Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter?” 
(20th). Solid $21,000, and tops the | 
town. Stays. Last week, “Tip on} 
Dead Jockey” (M-G), $9,000 for 3) 
days. 











Columbia (Loew) (1,174; 70-90)— | 
“Gun Glory” (M-G). Oke $7,000. | 
Last week, “Bambi” (BV) (reissue) 
(3d wk), fine $8,000, but moved on | 
because of commitments to nabes. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,859; 90-$1.50)— | 
“Pride and Passion” (UA) (4th wk). | 
Down from heights, but still solid | 
at $15,000 after $20,000 last week. 


| -—‘‘20 Million Miles to Earth” (Col) 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 8) 

,(FWC) (2,296; 2,097; $1.25-$1.75)— 
|“Hatful of Rain” (20th). Stout 
$24,000. Last week, Fox Whilshire, 


Grosses 














- “Pride and Passion” (UA) (8th 
‘ . 2 ae sk), $8,100. 
Affair Lively $21,000, ‘ annie Paramount (F&M) 





| (1,468; 90-$1.80\—“Man of Thou- | 
|sand Faces” (U) (2d wk). Hefty | 
signee or close. Last week, $17, | 


| Hillstreet, iris (RKO-FWC) (2.-| 
752; 756; 90-$1.50)—“Bambi” (BV) | 


Det.; ‘Band’ Lusty 166, 
‘Eagels’ Forte 136, 3 


Detroit, Aug. 27. 
Biz continues good at the down- 


town deluxers. “Affair to Remem-| ‘Teissue) and “Apache Warrior” | 
ber” looks great at the Michigan. | (20th) (2d wk). Fair $9,500. 
“Around World in 80 Days” is ter-| _ Egyptian (UATC) (1,503; 80- 
rific in 35th week at United Art- | $1.80)—“Jeanne Eagels” (Col) (3d) 
ists. “Seven Wonders of World”| Wk). Tidy $15,500. Last week, 
looms wow in 54th session at Mu- $16,300. 


Fox Beverly, Globe (FWC-Met- 
ropolitan) (1,334; 799; 80-$1.50)— 
“Love in Afternoon” (AA) (4th 
wk, Beverly; Ist wk, Globe). Mild 
$7,400. Last week, Beverly, $5,100.7 


sic Hall as is “Band of Angels” in 
third round at Palms. “Hatful of 
Rain” shapes okay in second ses- 
sion at the Fox. : 
“Jeanne Eagels” is nice in third 


at Adams. “10 Commandments”! El Rey (FWC) (861; 90-$1.25)— 
remains big in 39th week at Madi- “Film Parade” (Indie) (reissue). 
son. Week-long shutdown of all Poor $1,300. Last week, “Royal 


three local dailies has had no no-| Affairs Versailles” (Indie) (2d wk), 
ticeable effect so far on downtown | $2,300. 


biz. | Fine Arts (FWC) (631; 90-$1.50) 
Estimates for This Week |—“Love Is Splendored Thing” 
Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 90-| (20th) and “Three Coins in Foun- 


$1.25) — “Hatful of Rain” (20th)| tain” (20th) (reissues) (4th wk). 
and “Restless Breed” (20th) (2d| Low ae in 3 days. Last week, | 
, ~ Last | in unit. 
eo $17,800. Sea. Chinese (FWC) (1,908; $1.25-| 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,-| $2.40) — “Affair To Remember” 
000: 90-$1.25)—"“Affair to Remem-| (20th) (6th wk). Okay $9,500 in 5 
ber” (20th) and “Let’s Be Happy” | days. Last week, $12,800. 


(Rep). Swell $21,000. Last week, Pantages (RKO-UTAC-FWC) (2.- 
“Pride and Passion” (UA), $14,000 812; 80-$1.80) — “Silk Stockings” 
in fourth week. , (M-G) (3d wk). Slow $5,200 
Palms (UD) (2,961; 90-$1.25\— Warner Hollywood (SW-Cine- 
“Band of Angels” (WB) and “Bail- | rama) (1,384; $1.20-$2.65)—“Seven 
out at 43,000” (Rep) (3d wk). Great) Wonders” (Cinerama). Started 
$16,000. Last week, $22,000. | 12th week on Sunday (25) after 
Madison (UD) (1,900; $1.25-$2.75) | great $42,700 last week. 
—“10 Commandments” (Par) (39th | Carthay (FWC) (1,138; $1.75- 
wk). Big $14,000. Last week, same. | $3.50) — “Around World in 80 


Broadway-Capitel (UD) (3,500; and A , 
90-$1.25) — “Young Don't Cry" | lg ps — 
(Col) and “No Time to Be Young” | $27,200. st week, same. 

(Col). Average $12,000. Last week,|| Warner Beverly (SW) (1,612; 
“Beginning of End” (AB-PT) and | $1.50-$2.30)—"10 Commandments 


Capacity 


“Unearthly” (AB-PT) (2d wk),| (Par) (41st wk). Sharp $16,000. 
$11,000. | Last week, $17,300. , 

United Artists (UA) (1,667;| Camon (Rosener) (533; $1.50)— 
$1.25-$3)—“‘Around World” (UA)| “Wife for Night” (Indie). NSH 
(35th wk). Wow $24,000. Last! $4,000. Last week, “Grand Ma- 
week, $23,000. | neouver” (Indie)) (3d wk), $2,400. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 90- Crest, Sunset (Lippert-Cohen) 


$1.50)—“Jeanne Eagels” (Col) (3d | (800; 540; $1.25-$1.50)—“Time of 


wk). Fine $13,000. Last week,| Desire” (Indie) (5th wk). Mild $3,- 
$16,500. | 700. Last week, $4,700. 
Music Hall (SW-Cinerama) (1,-| Vagabond (Rosener) (390; $1.50) 


—“Torero” (Col) (6th wk). Stout 


205; $1.50-$2.65) — “Seven Won- 
‘ 7 $4,000. Last week, $4,400, 


ders” (Cinerama) (54th wk). Solid 
$20,400. Last week, same. 

Krim (Krim) (1,000: $1.25)-— 
“Silk Stockings” (M-G) (5th wk). 


DENVER 
Running down to $4,000. Last 


( i f 9) 
week, $4,400. Continued from page 


|—“Omar Khayyam” (Par). Good 
CHICAGO 


$9,000. Last week, “Beau James” 
(Continued from page 9) 


(Par) (2d wk), $10,500. 
(Cinerama) (36th wk). Hotsy $35,- 








Denver (Fox) (2,525; 70-$1.25)— 
“Jeanne Eagels’’ (Col) (2d wk). 


000. Last week, $40,000 | ee $11,000 or close. Last week, 
: , Ta 2 . $23,000. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,400; 65-90) Monaco Drive-In (Wolfberg) (800 


wk), | C80: 75c)—“Quiet Man” (Rep) (re- 


(2d 





ang “27th Day” (Col) i ) “Hell’s Crossroads” 
Step $15,000. ‘Last week, $29,300. | (ent. Wane es.eee te 4 dove "Last 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,400; 90-| Weck’ on subsequents. 
$1.50)—“Jeanne Eagels” (Col) ‘24| "Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 70-90)— 
wk). Sockeroo $26,000. Last week, |“Tip on Dead Jockey” (M-G) and 
$38,400. “Decision Against Time” (M-G). 


Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; $1.25) | Drab $7,000. Last week, “Run of 
—“Rising of Moon” (WB) (4th wk). | arrow” ‘(U) and “Weapon” (Rep),. 


‘20th’s O’Seas Gross Nearly Equals 


Domestic; 6-Mo. Net $4,069,865 


+ 





? 


Fire Ruins Interior 
Of N.H.’s Liberty Thea. 


Ashland, N. H., Aug. 27. 

Fire has destroyed the interior 
of the Liberty Theatre, in the heart 
of Ashland’s business _ district, 
which in recent years had been 
renovated, airconditioned and 
equipped with widescreen facili- 
ties. A set of projection machine 
lenses for CinemaScope, which 
cost $2,700, were ruined by the 
flames, according to the theatre 
owner, Edward Doggett, who is 
also a member of the Ashland 
board of selectmen. 

A shortage of water hampered 
Ashland and Meredith firemen in 
battling the blaze, but they man- 


aged to save the theatre diner at- | 


tached to the wooden building. 
Cause of the fire and extent of 
damage were not immediately de- 
termined. 


National Theatres’ 
Labor Day Hoopla 


Los Angeles, Aug. 27. 
National Theatres is kicking off 
its fall season via holiday effort to 
draw thore familyites into its 350 
houses throughout the country dur- 
ing three-day Labor Day weekend. 
Among projects being set up are 
Salute to Labor shows, Back-to- 
School shows, special previews, 
sponsored children’s matinees and 
special activities such as lobby un- 
veilings of new 1958 automobiles. 
Frank H. Ricketson Jr., veepee 
in charge of theatre operations, 
currently is on a tour of chain to 
hypo now fall activities for added 
revenues. 


Todd’s ‘Talents’ 


Continued from page 3 














other name. He turned to show 


Foreign income of 20th-Fox ran 
| almost neck-to-neck with domestic 
| film rental for the six-morth peri- 
od ended June 29, 1957. Total 
revenue, with television thrown in, 
gave 20th a net of $4,069,865 for 
| the first half of the year, or nearly 
double the take for the correspond- 
| ing months in '56, 
The 1957 half-year net equalled 
$1.54 per share on 2,644,486 shares 
| of common stock outstanding. 
| Earnings in 1956 for the same 
| period were $2,156,670, or 82c per 
share. 

Second-quarter earnings were 
put at $1,898,185 or 72c per share 
—- $1,695,931 (65c per share) in 


20th statement put total film 
|rentals plus tv revenues at $59,- 
535,202. It's understood that $27,- 
| 000,000 of this sum was accounted 
|for by foreign earnings. Film 
rentals last year totaled $51,232,255. 

Company reported a total in- 
come of $64,276,712, including 
| $3,894,285 of incidental revenues 
| from its laboratory, etc. The com- 
parable 1956 figure was $56,779,826, 

The 20th board last week de- 
clared the regular 40c quarterly 
|}eash dividend to stockholders of 
record Sept. 28, 1957, and payable 
Sept. 13, 1957. Profit and loss state- 
| ment indicated the $4,069,865 net 
after provision of $4,637,886 in for- 
| eign and domestic income taxes. 


_ Gondola Gleanings 
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again one with RKO, the other with 
| Columbia. RKO appears interest- 
| ed in literary properties, while Co- 
lumbia would ge for originals. De- 
tails are currently being worked 
out, with some directors and some 
| Scripts already being fairly defi- 
itely. 

A large number of stars accepted 
invitations to attend the fest. 
Among those expected here during 
| the two-week run are Joan Craw- 
|}ford and Ruth Roman, both of 


the -card to United Artists’ Bill| whom have pix in competition, 
Heineman who donned his reading | while the presence of others, in- 
glasses. “Oh, Todd broke in, cluding Anthony Franciosa, Shel- 
“that’s Sol Schwartz of RKO The- |Jey Winters, Don Murray, is still 
atres.” Eariier the showman vol- | iffy. Nicholas Ray also due in, 
unteered, “I live on other people's while there is considerable doubt 





Fair $2,000 in 5 days. Last week, | 


— lit (SW) (1,100; 80 | $4,000. . a en (Wolfberg) (2,200; 70- 
$1.10) “Omar Khaya” (Par). | gq sodd’s Cinestage 11.096: Sisto | 90) — “Fumy | Pink Nightgown’ | 
ri, ; wade hago , | $3.00)— ATO Fur “Mont arlo Story” 
Nice $11,000. Last week, “Band of | yx) Full house $24,800. Last week, | —_ , * ase. a vow | 


Angels” (WB) (2d wk), $9,000. 
Palace (Loew) (2,350; 85-$1.25)— 
“Man of Thousand Faces” (U) (2d 
wk). Bright $14,000 after $19,000 
opener. Moves to make way for 
“Sun Also Rises” (20th) as holiday 


ic. 
: Plaza (T-L) (277; 90-$1.35) — 
“Devil’s General” (Indie). Sock 
$6,500. Last week, “Mademoiselle 
Striptease” (Indie) (4th wk), $2,500. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 90-$1.25) 
—‘“Jeanne Eagels” (Col) (4th wk). 
Sturdy $8,000. Last week, ditto. 
Uptown (SW) (1,100; $1.25-$3) — 
“Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 


(2ist wk). Hefty $21,000. Last 
week, same. 

Warner (SW-Cinerama) ~ (1,300; 
$1.20-$2.40) — “Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (35th wk). Sock $17,- 


000, including part of Labor Day 
weekend. Last week, $14,000. 
Stays on. 





BOSTON 


(Continued from page 9) 
Claw” (Col) and “Night World Ex- 
ploded” (Col) (2d wk), $6,000 

Saxon (Sack) (1,100; $1.50-$3.30) 
—‘‘Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 


(21st wk). Great $24,000. Last 
week, $23,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 75-$1.25) 
— “Jeanne Eagels” (Col) and 


“Woman of River” (Col) (2d wk). 
Hotsy $18,000. Last week, $21,500 
ahead of hopes. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 75-$1.25) — 
“Jeanne Eagels” (Col) and “Woman 
of River” (Col) (2d wk). Neat 
$8,000. Last week, $1,000, above 
estimate, 


same. 
United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 90- 
| $1.50)—“Sweet Smell of Success” 


|“Pride and Passion” (UA), $10,500. 
Tabor (Fox) (930; $1.25-$2.50)— 
“Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 


(UA) (2d wk). Aromatic $21,000. | (j5th wk). Good $10,000. Last 
Last week, $30,000. week, ditto. 
' Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 90-| Wooue Art (Sher-Shulman) (442; 


$1.50)—“‘Man On Fire” (M-G) (3d | '75-90)—“La Strada” (T-L) (2d wk). 





wk). Trim $16,000. Last week, | Fast $2,000. Last week, $2,500. 
$19.000. , . | West Drive-In (Wolfberg) (750 

World (Indie) (606; 90)—“Dress- | cars; 75¢c)—“Quiet Man” (Rep) (re- 
maker” (Teitel) (2d wk). Tidy issue) and “Hell’s Crossroads” 
$2,800. Last week, $3.10. 1.95. | (Rep). Fair $2,000 in 4 days. Last 

iegfe avis ; .25- sq 
$1.50) — “Light Across Street” | week, on subssquents 
(Davis). Shades down $2,800. Last 
KANSAS CITY 





(Continued from page 3) 





| 
week, $4,000. | 
| 


SEATTLE 


| Smooth $7,000, Last week, $12,000. | 





(Continued from page 8) | Roxy (Durwood) (879; 90-$1.50) 
| (2d wk). Terrific $13,000 or better; |—‘“Pride and Passion’ (UA) (4th | 
| last week, $14,600. |wk). Oke $5,000. Last week, | 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 90- | $6,000. 
$1.25) — “Lost Continent” (Indie)| Tower (Fox Midwest) (1,145; 


(2d wk). Okay $3,000. Last week, | $1.25-$2)—“Around World in 80 
$4,700. | Days” (UA) (13th wk). Continues | 
Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 90-| its sock pace, $13,000. Last week, 
$1.25)— “Gun Glory” (M-G) and | same. 
“Decision Against Time” (M-G).| Uptown, Esquire, Fairway, Gra- 
Sad $5.500. Last week, “James Dean | mada (Fox Midwest) (2,043; 820; 
Story” (WB) and “Let’s Be Happy” | 700; 1,217; 75-90)—“Bambi” (BV) 
(AA), $6,300. (reissue). Filling theatres with 





Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,500; 90-|family trade, with kids admission 
$1.25)—“Monster from Green Hill” | boosted from 25¢c to 35c. Giant 
(DCA) and “Half Human” (DCA). | $25,000, best of the year; likely 
Dull $6,500. Last week, “Dino” | will hold. Last week, “Hatful of 
(AA) and “Dragon Wells Massacre” | Rain” (20th) with “Lure of the 
(AA), $6,800. | Swamp” (20th) at Esquire and Gra- 

Paramount (SW-Cinerama) nada, $10,000 in 6 days. 


(1.282; $1.20-$2.65)—“Seven Wor- | Rockhill (Little Art Theatres) 
ders” (Cinerama). Great $14,000 ng (750; 75-90)—“Raising a Riot” (In- 
better in four days. Last week, | die). Bright $1,700; stays. Last 

Holiday” (Cinerama) | week, “Fernandel the Dressmaker” 


\(Indie) (24 wk), $1,000. 





“Cinerama 





| 


(17th wk), $18,000. 


talents. I read that somownere | 
and I’m sure it must be true.” 


At another point during a forum | 5 


discussion while the open-collared | 
Todd was gesticulating to stress a 
thought, he stopped with a look of 
annoyance as a flash bulb popped 
“Will you knock it off?” he told 
a tradepaper photographer. “I'm 
becoming self-conscious and be- 
sides, I can’t look at my script 
often enough when you do that.” 
Two chartered airconditioned 
buses brought the exhib contingent 
from New York to this seaside spot. 
Among guests were Baltimore's 
izzy Rappaport, Jay Emanuel of 
Philadelphia; George Hamid, At- 
lantic City, and Loew’s Theatres 
Gene Picker. The Todd Co. had so 
many reps on hand that Todd him- 
self apparently didn’t recognize 
some as being on his payroll. His 
pressagent staff, led by Bill Doll, 
alone had a prodigious personnel. 


MINN. EXHIBS IRKED 
AT GOV.’S DST EDICT 


Minneapolis, Aug. 27. 

Minnesota exhibitors are disap- 
pointed beause Gov. A. O. Freeman 
has turned thumbs down on re- 
quests from city officials of East 
Grand Forks, Minn., and Grand 
Forks and Fargo, N. D., to end day- 
light saving time in this state on 
Labor Day, next Monday (2), before 
schools start. 

The governor last week had 
changed the ending date from its 
original Oct. 26 to Sept. 29 after 
appeals from leading farm organi- 
zations and the state attorney gen- 
eral’s opinion that the law permits 
him to fix the DST dates. But now 
he refuses to go any further 

Both North Dakota towns border 
on Minnesota and had DST locally 
this summer, but recently acted to 
terminate it on Labor Day. The 
Sept. 29 ending date is too late to 





over participation in the local do- 
ings of thespers currently in Italy 
n U. S. projects such as Esther 
Williams, Jeff Chandler, et al. 

Festival also expects Silvana 
Mangano, Lola Flores, Rossana Po- 
desta, Marco Vicario, Curd Jur- 
gens, Foleo Lulli, Richard Burton, 
Belinda Lee, Heather Sears, Pa- 
blite Calvo, Anneliese Uhlig, Kath- 
arine Mayberg, Antonella Lua'di, 
Franco Interlenghi, Giulia Rubini, 
Pedro Armendariz, Toshiro Mifune, 
Ingeborg Shoener, Andree Debar, 
Massimo Serato, Marisa Allasio, 
Mireille Granelli, June Cunning- 
ham, Tullio Carminati, Eva Kott- 
haus, Gianna Maria Canale, Emma 
Danieli. 

Russian acresses will include 
Marina Ladinina, Tatiana Pilietz- 
kaia, Nadieshda Tcherednichenko, 
with directors Ivan Piriev (on jury) 
and Viadimir Braun also due in. 
Another Russian director, Juri 
Iegorov, is expected to head the 
Soviet delegation. 

U. S. is repped by William Perl- 
berg, State Dept. designate, with 
Charles Baldwin repping for the 
MPEA. Mark Spiegel, of the Eu- 
ropean Paris MPEA office, is also 
expected here 


British reps are Sir Henry 
French with producer John Woolf, 
Steve Pallos, Mike Frankovitch 
(Columbia in Britain), John Staf- 


ford, Technicolor’s director Gunn, 
all due in from Britain. 





Col Tags ‘Marco Polo’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 27 

Columbia will! finance and release 
“Marco Polo,” based on the Stefan 
Zweig novel, “The Life of Marco 
Polo,” which Ray Ventura will pro- 
duce on location overseas next year. 
Curt Jurgens will star. 

Meanwhile, a deal is in the works 
for Jurgens, who has just com- 


help Minnesota outdoor theatres| pleted his role in “The Enemy 
which thave been suffering their | Below” for 20th Fox, to costar at 
worst season, due in large part to| Columbia with Danny Kaye in 


DST, it’s believed. 


“Jacobowsky and the Colonel.” 
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Across the Bridge 

the train he meets up with a gabby 
Mexican stranger and, by skulldug- 
gery, assumes the stranger’s iden- 
tity and acquires his passport, bag- 
gage and—embarrassingly—his pet 
spaniel, Dolores. In Mexico, he is 
caught between the Scotland Yard 
man, trying to lure him into Amer- 
ican territory, and the Mexican 
police chief, who withholds Steig- 
er’s own passport in order to in- 
dulge in a spot of astute blackmail. 

These complicated goings-on are 
background to a remarkable study 
of mental and physical decay by 
Steiger. It is the first time that 
the “Method” has penetrated Bri- 
tish studios and director Ken An- 
nakin has obviously found Steiger’s 
acting a bit of a handful to control. 
At times it is irritatingly over-fussy 
and mannered, but he surely domi- 
nates the screen. The director has 
allowed him to have his head but 
not at the expense of the overall 


effect. 

Aided by skillful lensing by 
Reginald Wyer, Annakin has ex- 
cellently built up the atmosphere 
of a sleepy, brooding Mexican bor- 
dertown., Exteriors were shot in 
Spain, Although, in the acting 
stakes, this is very much a one- 
horse race, there are a number of 
other very good performances in 
what can be rated a better-than- 
most British production. 

As the Mexican police chief, 
Noel Willman gives a wily, subtle 
performance which, because of its 
very restraint, contrasts admirably 
with the Steiger technique. The 
scenes between the two are filmic 
highlights. The juves, David 
Knight and Italian newcomer, 
Marla Landi, are a shade over- 
whelmed by the general proceed- 
ings. But Miss Landi is clearly an 
out-of-the-rut actress who should 
make her mark. Bernard Lee, as 
the Scotland Yard cop; Erie Pobhl- 
mann, as a Mexican sergeant; and 
Bill Nagy, as Steiger’s victim, all 
offer useful support. There is also 
a touching and most promising 
piece of work by Ingeborg Wells, 
an attractive girl who will_repay 





watching in the future. Rich. 
Ouantez 
(C’SCOPE-COLOR) 
Another “adult western” 


which creeps along at a snail- 
slow pece: will need plusses 
of Fred MacMurray and Doro- 
thy Malone names to make 
much biz impression. 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 


Universal-International production and 
release. Stars Fred MacMurray, Dorothy 
Malone; costars James Barton, Sydney 
Chaplin; with John Gavin, John Larch, 
Michael Ansara Produced by Gordon 
Cay Directed by Harry Keller. Screen- 


lay by KR. Wright Campbell, from Anne 
cdwards and Campbell story; camera, 
Carl E. Guthrie; editor, Fred MacDowell; 


Alfred 
Songs, 
by 


art director, Alexander Golitzen, 
Ybarra; music Herman Stein. 
“The Lonely One” and “True Love,” 


Frederick Herbert and Arnold Hughes. 
Previewed, Aug. 14, ‘57. Running time, 
79 MINS. 

Gentry .. Fred MacMurray | 
Chaney . Dorothy Malone 
Minstrel ° James Barton 
Gato Sydney Chaplin 
Teach John Gavin 
Heller . John Larch 
Delgadito Michael Ansara 


Just to make sure the audience 





gets the various plot points, they 
are repeated about three times 
around As predictable, pie 
emerges as a meandering and static 
tale which wears patience pretty 
thin 


There are good names involved, 
notably stars Fred MacMurray and 
Dorothy Malone, which might work 
to advantage in exploitation. Also, 
film is mounted handsomely in 
Eastman color and C’Scope. How- 


ever, it appears offhand that these 
plusses are going to be sore.y 
needed to overcome the snail-slow | 
pace 


Anne Edwards-R. Wright Camp- | 


bell original ‘screenplayed by 
Campbell) deals with<xan outlaw 
band, holed up overnight at an} 


abandoned desert town while flce- | 


ing a posse. Town is surrounded by 


Apaches, who will attack at dawn. | 4 
Meanwhile, gang members end- | 


lessly bicker and fight amongst 
selves, until only MacMurray, Miss 
Malone and tenderfoot John Gavin 
remain In subsequent running | 
fight with Apaches, MacMurray, a 


tired and elderly gunfighter, sacri- | 


fices himself to insure escape of 
the young couple to a new and 
presumably better life. 

Harry Keller's direction chews 
over the same dialog and situations 
often without advancing plot signifi- | 
cantly, and sorely-needed bursts 


oi action are drowned in a welter 
of verbiage 

MacMurray, a smooth and cap- 
able actor, delivers the competent 
performance to be expected. 
moll of John Larch, the brutal gang 


Film Reviews 


—— nn Continued from page 6 


| 








leader, Miss Malone comes across | 
very well visually and measures 
up well enough to plot require- 
ments. | 

James Barton, in only for a bit as | 
a wandering peddler, easily domin- | 
ates every scene he’s in. Sydney | 
Chaplin, as a renegade white who | 
tries to sell out his comrades to the | 
Apaches, also makes his footage | 
count. 


makes promising impression as the 
j Michael Ansara solidly re- 
peats his video role (‘he’s Indian 
chief of “Broken Arrow” series) 
as the Apache leader. 

Two songs, “the Lonely One,” 
sung under credits by Barton; and 
“True Love,” sung during pic by 
Miss Malone both by Frederick 
Herbert and Arnold Hughes are 
good period pieces, but nothing to 
set thé jukeboxes a fire. Kove. 


Gunsight Ridge 


Routine western with Joel 
McCrea and Mark Stevens for 
marquee dressing. 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

United Artists release of a Robert 
Bassler production. Stars Joel McCrea, 
Mark vens; costars Joan Weldon; fea- 
tures Darlene Fields, Addison Richards, 
Carolyn aig, Robert Griffin, Slim 
Pickins, Stanford Jolley, George Chand- 
ler. Directed by Francis D. Lyon. Story- 
screenplay, Talbot Jennings, Elisabeth 
Jennings; camera, Ernest Laszlo; editors, 
Elisworth Hoagland, Robert Golden; 
music, David Raskin. Previewed Aug. 15, 
‘S57. Running time, 85 MINS. 















Pairing of Joel McCrea and 


Mark Stevens, who ordinarily star 
in their own films, should assure 
top western market playing time 
for this Robert Bassler production. 
Likewise, it gives pic more of a 
draw than feature warrants, At 
best, it’s a routine offering. 

Script by Talbot Jennings and 
Elisabeth Jennings is oldhat, story 
of an Express Company under- 
cover agent investigating a series 
of holdups. McCrea portrays’ the 
agent, Stevens the outlaw who os- 
tensibly is a reputable mine owner. 
Unfoldment lacks excitement and 
imagination, and players have lit 
tle chance to do more than walk 
through their parts. Francis D. 
Lyon’s pat direction fails to over- 
come plot hurdles. 

McCrea takes over as sheriff's 
deputy in his assignment to halt 
the crime wave, managing to give 
role certain authority, Stevens 
isn’t particularly well ‘cast for 


for romantie interest, plays daugh- 
ter of Addison Richards, 
|killed by Stevens when he be- 
|comes suspicious of latter’s move- 
ments. Darlene Fields is okay as a 


secret, 

Technical departments are well 
executed, | off with Ernest 
Laszlo’s outstanding photography. 
| David Raksin’s music score and 
| editing by Ellsworth Heagland and 
Robert Golden match up. Whit, 


| Death in Small Doses 








Okay exploitation pie expos- 
ing “stay-awake” pill racket. 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 


Allied Artists reiease of a Kichard 
| Heermance production. Stars Peter 
| Graves, Mala Powers; features Chuck 


Connors, Merry Anders, Roy Engel, Rob 
man. Sereenplay, John McGreevey, based 
article by Arthur L 
Davis; camera, Carl Guthrie; editor, Wil- 
liam Austin;.music, Emil Newman, Robert 


| on 
| Wiley 
| 
1 


Satevepost 


Miller. Previewed Aug. 20, ‘57 
Running time, 78 MINS. 
, ee ee Peter Graves 


Mala Powers 
Chuck Connors 
Merry Anders 

Roy Engel 


ee 6 rae 


Harry Luter 
Pete Kooy 


neh Robert Christ: » ica 





supplying truck drivers’ with 
|“bennys”—or “stay-awake” pills— 
for long hauls on the road spring- 


ry. | many bennys. 
Larch is good as the heavy- i eetrene 


r= narrative, as Peter Graves takes| ficulties encountered by some of | 


on role of undercover man, until 
winding reels when yarn becomes 
involved and some of the action 
inexplicable. Joseph Newman 
maintains a good place in his di- | 
rection, however, and Richard) 5,6 not used against the American 
Heermance is responsible for suit- | 


: 3 ; : interest.” He’s exploring some 
_ i oe values in getting | sales of his own pictures. 

Graves does a first-rate job as|, AS for “Farewell,” it'll be ready 
the invéstigator who becomes for Christmas release. He said the 
truck driver and takes a room in| “casualty” list on the film had been 
the home of a pretty young widow | exaggerated since his parting with 
whose husband met his death in a| John Huston at the start. Selznick 
truck accident after taking too | said the ad-pub campaign on the 
Mala Powers, who| film would be up to 20th-Fox, and 
her usual capable per-| he had high praise for ad-pub chief 


the companies.” 

Selznick came out strongly in 
favor of a commercial picture in- 
terchange with the Communist 


countries “but only if these films| 


handed leader and young Gavin | 


bandit character. Joan Weldon, in | 


dancehall girl who knows Stevens’ | 


; ert B. Williams. Directed by Joseph New- | 


Robert B. Williams | 


| Million-dollar racket of illegally 


| formance, is in first for romantic 
|interest with Graves, until it de- 
jvelops she’s a pill pusher and is 
| responsible for putting agent on 
| the spot. I 
jas a benny-happy driver, Merry 
|Anders acquits herself well as a 
| pusher who helps Graves and Roy 
| Engel and Robert B. Williams turn 


| in okay portrayals as others in- 


goes with story mood. Other cred- 
its are expertly handled. Whit. 


Daughter of Dr. Jekyll 





Cheapie horror pic for the ex- 
ploitation market (billed with 
“Cyclops”). 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Allied Artists production and release. 
Stars John Agar, Gloria Talbott, Arthur 
Shields; with John Dierkes, Martha Went- 
worth, Mollie McCart. Producer-screen- 
play, Jack Pollexfen. Directed by Edgar 
|G. Ulmer; camera, John F. Warren; edi- 














|} sums up cheapie horror pic for the 
|exploitation market (‘billed with 
| “Dr. Cyclops”). 
| Gloria Talbott plays an English 
miss who learns from kindly guard- 
lian Arthur Shields the horrible 
family secret—that 
}was the notorious Dr. 
When a number of locals in the 
lisolated village turn up dead via 
| vampirish goings-on, the superstiti- 
ous villagers get up a stake-driving 
| party, with Miss Talbott slated for 
the honors because of pop’s reputa- 
tion. But fiance Agar 
| that kindly Dr. Shields is the real 
monster, so villager John Dierkes 
does 
| instead. 


produced. 


Chuck Connors is solid | 





Charles Einfeld in whom, he said, 
he had “complete trust to do an 
outstanding job.” During the win- 
ter Selznick will tackle two other 
properties—“Tender Is The Night” 
and “Mary Magdalene” — both of 
which he is to prepare for 20th, but 
not to produce personally. Both 
films will star Jennifer Jones (Mrs. 


volved in the racket. | Selznick). 

Carl Guthrie’s photography is| “Farewell” currently runs 165 
fluid, William Austin’s editing| minutes, but probably will be 
tight and music score by Emil! brought down to around 150 min- 


Newman and Robert Wiley Miller utes before release. While sharply 


| critical of current industry distribu- 


tion methods, which he said were 
dictated by New York, Selznick was 
vague in applying the remedy for 
some of his criticisms to the “Fare- 
well” handling. He explained that 
he wasn’t talking as much about 
the top-budgeters as about the run- 


chronism,” stemming from the days 
when—unlike at the present—the 
gross resulted from volume. “I'd 
say some reform js necessary,” he 
said. “There’s too much habitual 





tor. Holbrook N. Todd; art director, 
x ee Theobold Holsopple: music supervision, 
. Joan. Weldon | Melvyn Lenard. Previewed, Aug. 12, *57. 

ERAS Se seo ‘Darlene Fields | Running time, 67 MINS 
Sheriff Jones ......... Addison Richards | George Hastings .. John Agar 
ME "een vesde .» Carolyn Craig | Janet Smith ......... Gloria Talbott | 
Babcock . Robert Griffin | Dr. Lomas Arthur Shields 
Hank Moss ‘ lim Pickens | Jacob ee John Dierkes 
Daggett Stanford Jolley | Mrs. Merchant . Martha Wentworth | 
Gus Withers . George Chandler | Maggie Mollie McCart 

some rerrririrr rie erb Vigran | 
eee een eee wee ‘i 4 s 

_ saebtabata rp Jody Mecrea | _ At one point, co-star John Agar 
PGE Ss coxnesscantes Martin Garralaga | declares, “This is ridiculous.” That 


her late pop) 
Jekyll. | 


thinking around.” 


H’wood Disk Centre 


Continued from page 1! 











set up its own major studio facili- 
ties on the Coast in the near 
| future. 

George R. Marek, RCA Victor 
v.p. and general manager of the 
| disk department, is leaving for an 
|o.0. of the new Coast setup next 
| week. As part of the company’s 


;}new accent of film soundtracks, 
| Bob Yorke, formerly sales man- 
ager of the album division, has 


| been shifted to direct the Coast 
| office and will be the liaison man 
| between there and the N.Y. home- 


office. 


uncovers | 


Peirce said that a striking change 
has taken place in the attitude 


| of the Hollywood stars towards 


the stake bit on Shields, recording sessions. Instead of feel- | 


ing, as they once did, that they are 


| Jack Pollexfen both wrote and | doing the disk companies a favor, 
Cast plays it broadly | they are now genuinely interested. | 
under Edgar G. Ulmer’s direction. / Not only has the disk loot become 


| Technical effects are more murky | jmportant, but the actors under- 


than scary. Kove. 








| Selznick 
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sheriff | 


| shouldn't be made, to feed distribu- 
tion oranizations that shouldn't ex- 
ist,” he held. 


| there are numerous 


| stood the wide exploitation values 
|in the click platter. Peirce said 


players with star potential in the 


| disk field still to be tapped. 


| 


The producer, away from the pic | Perkins € 
biz for eight years, said the com-| others. While in N.Y., Peirce su-| 


| For 


Victor, Peirce has been 
working on the Coast with such 


names as Lena Horne, Tony Martin, | 
The | 


Dinah Shore, Gogi Grant, 
Voices of Walter Schumann, Tony 
(a recent pactee) and 


panies were putting out too many | pervised sessions with the Ames 


| prints on films. 


“The business as | Bros., 


June Valli and the 


a whole is serving too many ac-| signed Gail Davis, star of the 


counts at a loss,” 
making it very clear that he—as a 
producer 
seeing 

shrinking 
15,000 houses. “If 
counts on which we lose money, 





the exhibition 


he maintained, | “Annie Oakley” tv series. 


Peirce stated that Victor’s east- 


would have no objection | west a&r operation was set up for 
outlets | quick clearance of material in or-| 
to between 2,500 and/ der to avoid duplication of songs 
there are ac-/ of clashes in releases. 


Pointing up Hollywood's place in 


| Why service them?” he asked, not-| the disk picture, Peirce said that 
ing at the same time that these ac-| numerous indies have also become 


|counts may well be making money | established on the 


for themselves. 
| ‘A Producer’s Dream’ 

It’s on that basis that Selznick 
endorses the pay-tv as “a dream 
from tte producer's point-of-view.” 
He said a producer could get more 


from pay-video than from the thea- |" 


} 
4 


J 
| - a i n 
| 


Coast in the 


| past few years. 
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tres and “he'd at least know what | Ohio Theatre, Cleveland, and the 
| he gets from each customer dollar. | Randolph, Philadelphia. 


| The way it is now, too much evap- 


Booking talks are going on with 


| orates before the producer gets his| the Warner Beverly, Los Angeles; 


share.” 


He noted that, to break|the McVickers, Chicago, and the 


leven on his $3,800,000 “Farewell” | Criterion, New York. Big question, 


(6% over budget), he'll 


have to! however, centre. on when a house 


gross between $7,500,000 or $8,000,-| such as the Criterion could be 


000, which means about $16,000,000 
at the boxoffice. In legit, he said, 
a producer gets to see around 75% 
| of his receipts. 


i ha S.. peo Selznick, who heads for the 
| Film is| Coast tomorrow (Thurs.) where 


okay entry for smaller program 
situations where subject lends it- 
| self to hefty exploitation. 

John McGreevey screenplay fol- 
lows an investigator for U.S. Food 
'and Drug Administration sent to 


| which exposed the evil. 





{drug ring. It’s a straightforward 


| he'll edit “Farewell,” said he had 
| been able to avoid using Commu- 
| nist labor in the making of the 
| picture “but ¥ caused us a lot of 
| difficuities.” He said it behooved 
| the U.S. companies shooting in Eu- 


As|Los Angeles to crack down on the/ rope to support non-Red unions, 


| but added “I understand the dif- 


| 


| 





available to “Raintree.” This Broad- 
way showcase has “Command- 
ments” now in its 42d week and 
with weekly grosses still at the 
$40,000 level, the end of the run 
is not in sight. 

Par got around the market with 


“Commandments” with eight open-| 


ing dates last November, 15 more 
in December, all key towns in 
Florida in January and all princi- 
pal cities throughout the country 
by Easter. As of last week it had 
bowed in a total of 340 houses. 


of-the-mill product. The entire sit- | 
uation today, hé held, was an “ana- | 


young film | 


newly | 





Tomlinson 
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sion, including one repudiating the 
|Sept. 12 special shareholders, 
|meeting, does not prevent the 
Tomlinson group from going to the 
SEC in an effort to obtain a post- 
ponement of the Sept 12 meeting. 

Milton Pollack, Tomlinson’s N.Y. 
attorney, pointed out that there 
was a case still pending in the 
Delaware court asking to restrain 
the special meeting on the grounds 
that its purpose was illegal and 
that the stockholders were not 
properly informed of the basie 
facts in connection with the meet- 
ing. Arthur Logan, Temlinson’s 
Delaware attorney, has sought to 
argue this point at last week's 
court hearing but was not per- 
mitted to do on the grounds that 
his brief was not clear on this 
point and, as a result, had not 
| given Loew's attorneys an oppor- 
tunity to prepare to argue the 
; case, According to Pollack, a date 
| will be set for a hearing on this 
question. 

Asked if the Tomlinson faction 
planned to appeal Monday’s (28) 
decision of the Delaware court, 
| Pollack replied that the point at 
| issue was an interpretation of Del- 
| aware and, as a consequence, the 
decision will be reviewed by Tom- 
linson’s Delaware attorney who 
will furnish an interpretation of 
the scope of the opinion. On the 
| basis of the Delaware attorney’s 
views, Pollack added, it will be 
decided what further legal action 
to take. 

Meanwhile, the Delaware court 
decision drew praise from Judge 
Louis Goldstein, representative of 
the Leon Lowenstein and Lester 
Martin Foundations, holders of 
large blocks of Loew's shares, 
Judge Goldstein, a former critie 
of the Loew’s management, com- 
mended Loew's prexy Joseph R, 
Vogel for his stand, and con- 
gratulated Nizer on his capable 
presentation of the situation. 

“It was a great relief to know,” 
Judge Goldstein said, “that the 
court emphasized that the stock- 
holders and not the directors 
owned the company and that their 
interests must be protected. 











Vogelites Look 
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and the entire position of Vogel 
| and the executive management has 
been upheld.” 

Milton Pollack, Tomlinson’s New 
York attorney, did not feel the 
decision was as clear-cut a victory 
as the Loew's forces contended. “I 
won't know the full implications,” 
he said, “until I read the decision.” 
Further legal moves of the Tomlin- 
son group, he said, would depend 
on what rules of law the court an- 
nounced in making its decision. 

Pollack said he could not pre- 
dict whether or not Tomlinson now 
intended to proceed with a proxy 
fight. He noted however, that 
Loew’s has not as yet furnished 
Tomlinson with a list of stock- 
holders as had been requested. He 
called attention to the fact that 
the Delaware court “had put aside” 
the charges of “conspiracy” made 
by Loew’s against Tomlinson and 
his associates. 








——__ ___ | 


| 20th’s Tests 
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lensers abroad would have to be 
supplied with C’Scope prisms. 

There's talk at 20th that, if the 
reception is right, the reel may put 
out occasional issues in color to 
further enhance its value and 
stress a new approach, 

20th execs are mum on this, but 
it’s quite obvious that they aren’t 
going to switch to C’Scope unless 
exhibitors are willing to ante up 
the newsreel rentals. Gap between 
static rentals and rising costs so far 
has killed off two newsreel outfits, 
Warner-Pathe and Paramount 
News. The remaining three reels 
are having a rough time holding 
their own. 
| Hope at 20th is that a switch to 
the wide screen might rouse new 
interest in the newsreels, which 
have been hard hit, too, by the tv 
competish. Conversion to C’Scope 
at Movietone would automatically 
include greater accent on a maga- 
zine type of format rather than the 
attempt to compete in the spot 
news field. 
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FILMS) 






THE CAMEO-POLY. OXPORD CIRCUS. LANCHAM 1744/5 
THE CAMEO-ROYAL. CHARING CROSS RD. WHITEHALL 6015/6 
THE CAMEO NEWS THEATRE. CT. WINDMILL ST WI. CERRARD 1653 
THE CAMEO. VICTORIA STREET. $.W.!1. VICTORIA 65868 
THE CAMEO, HICH STREET, LEICESTER. LEICESTER 5079) 


THE PLAZA. LEYTON. LEYTONSTONE 2703 
THE EMPIRE. WALTHAMSTOW. LARKSWOOD 3505 







L. Greenspan, Esq., 
Eros Films Ltd., 
111, Wardour Street, 
London, W. 1. 


byes fasta, 

It is with pleasure that I enclose my cheque for 
£100.0.0. to settle our wager that "THE FLESH IS WEAK" could 
not break the house record at the Cameo-Royal. I based my 


' judgment on the fact that the previous record holder featured 
an international star and that it was presented in mid-March. 








9th August 1957. 


I spent the Bank Holiday week-end at the Cameo-Royal, 
It made one doubt one's eyes to see ome starting at midday 
lining the ‘pavements on both sides of the cinema, waiting two 
hours to pay 3/6 to 8/6. Obviously I misjudged the film's 
pulling power and I am almost giad that it was not a wet week- 
end because I feel that in that case the crowds would have got 
out of control. On Bank Holiday Monday and for the rest o 
the week we opened at 10.00 a.m. instead of 10.30 and finished 
at 11.30 p.m, in order to get in seven shows a day. Still 
the queues continued and you know from the returns that of 4 
houses we filled just over 40 times. . 


Need I say that I wish you all_the success in. the 
world with the picture on release; I will not wish you luck 
with it because this film just does not rely on luck. 












With my kindest personal regards, 


Basil Clavering, 
Director - 





S. B Dakers + Nigel Covering. 





Directors: Sie Albert Ciavering, O.B.8, * Johm Rese * Basil Clavering | CH. V. Brows + 
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Now booked to play 
the complete Associated 
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throughout Britain 
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from interfering with stockholder’s 
meeting, an unnecessary step since 
he had already enjoined dissident 
directors from taking further ac- 
tion similar to that of July 30. 

Chancellor still has to rule on 
second argument, one in which 
Vogei has been temporarily re- 
strained from using Loew's money 
or employees in soliciting proxies 
for Sept. 12 meeting. 

In a 22-page decision, the Chan- 
celor reviewed history of the legal 
battle, noting “management of cor- 
poration, using term broadly, has 
split inte two factions, both of 
which claim to represent corpora- 
tion in this action.” 

Regarding July 36 meeting, Chan- 
cellor said that under by-laws, 
seven directors had to attend in 
order to properly elect individual 
defendants as directors unless, as 
Tomlinson group contends, the four 
so-called Vogel directors who 
stayed away from the meeting to 
ow? ent creation of querum should 

e considered as estopped from 
raising the question or should be 
considered as though they had re- 
signed insofar as the meeting was 
concerned. . . . I conclude there 
was no estoppel or temporary 
resignations by the Vogel group.” 

The court went at length into the 
legal aspects of both factions’ peti- 
tions, concluding that “since indi- 
vidual defendants were purportedly 
elected at a directors’ meeting at 
which no quorum was present, it 
follows that the election was con- 
trary to governing bylaws of Loew's 
and invalid.” 

Battle Of Blackstones 
Wilmington, Del., Aug. 27. 

Attorneys for the Joseph Tom- 
linson faction in the fight for con- 
trol of Loew's refused to accept as 
an issue the charges of “conspira- 
cy” made by the Loew's manage- 
ment and prexy Joseph R. Vogel. 
This was evident in,the hearing 
here Thursday (26) in the Delaware 
Court ef Chancery. 


Louis Nizer, special attorney for | 


Loew's, hammered hard at the 
activities of the Tomlinson-Stanley 
Meyer-Louis B. Mayer group and 
pointed out that none of the alleged 
“conspirators” had come forth or 
filed affidavits denying the accusa- 
tions However, Arthur Logan, 
Tomlinson's Delaware attorney who 
scrved as court spokesman for the 
dissident group, ignored Nizer’s 
charges and told the court that he 
hed advised his clients not to reply, 
since the blasts were not material 
to the case. Logan concentrated on 
the issues of law involved in two 
suits filed in the Delaware court 
by the Tomlinson group. 

The hearing, which was held 
from 11 am. to 5 pm. except for 
a one-hour luncheon recess, was 
devoted to arguments as to (1) 
whether the Tomlinson eroup le- 
pally elected Louis B. Mayer and 
Samuel Briskin to the hoard at the 
so-called “rump” meeting on July 
39 and (2) on whether or not the 
Loew's management and Vogel 
should be enjoined from using 
company funds for the solicitation 
of proxies for the management- 
called special meeting of stock- 
holders on Sent. 12. 

Niser’s Finger-Pointing 

Collins J. Seitz, the 42-year-old 
chancellor of the Delaware Court, 
had previously issued a temporary 
injunction halting Loew’s from 
einploying company funds er using 
emplovees for the prexy solicita- 
tion. This resulted from an action 
brought by Ralph Camphell, an 
owner of 2,000 shares, At the hear- 
ing, however, Nizer disclosed that 
Campbell was partnered with Tom- 
linson in a Kentucky hotel opera- 


tion and that therefore it was 
Tomlinson who had actually 
broneht the action. 

The morning session was devoted 
to arguments as to the tewality of 
the beard elections on Julv 30. 
According to Logan, the Tomlinson 
group acted in accordance with the 


Loew's bylaws and Delaware stat- 
utes. He maintained that the by- 
laws and Delaware law permitted 
a maiority of the heard, which the 
Tomlinson faetion had at the meet- 
ing, to fill vacancies on the board. 
He called attention to statutes in- 
volving Delaware corporation law 
and cited previous cases. 

Nizer, who earried the brunt of 
Loew's case, disputed Logan's argu- 
ments, citing chapter and verse 
from previous cases, fncluding one 
handed down bv the presiding 


judge, and decisions made by othertion, Loew's had stopped the use of | into film business. 





Decks Cleared for Vogel 
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courts. Main point of Nizer’s argu- 
ments was that in the case of a 
dispute such as the one faced by 
Loew’s, the courts have ruled that 
the final decision should be left 
to the stockholders whom, he 
stressed, have “the supreme right” 
to determine the management of 
the company. 
Cites Bylaws 

The Loew’s attorney maintained 
that the bylaws allow the president 
of the company to call a special 
meeting for any purpose without 
the prior approval of the directors 
The directors, he said, are the 
agents and managers and they can't 
step in and decide issues which are 
in the domain of the stockholders. 

From Chancellor Seitz’s aues- 
tioning of the attorneys for both 
sides, it became apparent that a 
unique situation in a corporate 
fight faced the court. He asked all 
the attorneys if thev had ever come 
upon a case in which neither of 
two d'sputing factions could as- 
semble a quorum. None of the 
lawyers could cite such a_ case. 
Lovan maintained that he believed 


that the group that had the maior- | 
jiy is legallv entitled to act. Nizer) 


countered that the stockholders— 
“the true owners of the corpora- 
tion” — should be the ones to 
decide. In addition, Nizer indicated 
that perhaps it would be up to 
Chancellor Seitz to establish the 
law in such a s‘tuation. 

Logan’s ‘Conspiracy’ Charge 

Logan argued that rather than 
there being a “conspiracy” on the 
Tomlinson side, it was Vogel who 
was envaging in a “conspiracy” to 
maintain control of the company. 
Nizer countered that this was a 
evrious statement in light = of 
Vogel's 40 years of experience with 
the company and he deta‘led the 
“series of obstructions” that the 
Loew's president had faced bv the 
actions of the ve 
rroup. He chareed that the activi- 
ties of the Temlinson faction con- 
sisted of deliberate insults in an 
attempt “to wear down the man- 
agement.” 

There was a considerable 
troversv on dates, that is, which fac- 
tion called its meeting first— 
whether Vogel issued his call for 
the stockholders’ meeting first or 
whether the Tomlinson group got 
the jump by summoning the direc- 
tors to the July 30 meeting. Each 
side presented evidence in efforts 


to prove priority rights in the 
“race,” as characterized by the 
court, to hold the meeting. This 


led to arguments as to which side, 
if it won the “race,” had the right 
to determine corporate policy. 
Logan argued that Vogel was at- 
tempting to act as a “dictator a 
“We are the majority,” he said 
“and the minority has control.” 
Nizer charged that the Tomlinson 
group “coerced” the resignations 
of the four directors and that in 
light of the controversy relating to 
actions of Tomlinson and Mever, 


it should be up to the stockholders | 
to decide if the Tomlinson group) 


has the majority. 
The Stockholders List 
Logan claimed that the Loew's 


management refused to give his) 


clients a list of the stockholders. 
Nizer said the charge was “un- 
founded,” 
of the Securities & Exchange Com- 
mission, the Tomlinson faction 
“could have printed proxy mate- 
rial and ordered us to send it.” He 
added that if the Tomlinson group 
wanted to go to the stockholders, 
they were free to do so and Loew's 
would not stand in the way. 

Nizer revealed that when the 
Tomlinson group moved into the 
Loew's building several months ago 
with a battery of lawyers and ac- 
countants, it cost them over $70,- 
000 and “they had the audacity to 
send us the bill.” 

The Loew's attorney said the 
prolongation of the strife can cost 
the company hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars. He said the 


activities of the Tomlinson group. 


had virtually paralyzed the com- 


|pany and that it was obvious that 
| Tomlinson was attempting to pre- 


vent the stockholders from decid- 
ing the issues. J 
42G Spent On Proxies 

In arguments relating to 

Loew's use of company funds for 

the solicitation of proxies, Nizer 


said that the company had spent | 


only about $42,000 to date. He 
asked the court to vacate the stay 
on the expenditures. He pointed 
out that since the court's injunc- 


Tomlinson-Mever | 


con- | 


since under the rules, 


the | 


| Stockholders’ Protective Commit- 
|tee had assumed the task of col- 
| leeting proxies. 


field” by hiring the two leadin: 
proxy solicitation organizations. 

| Both sides were represented by 
|a battery of 10 to 12 Delaware and 
New York lawyers. Logan was the 
only court orator for the Tom- 
linson group. Nizer carried the 
ball for Loew’s for the main part, 
but was assisted in points of Dela- 
ware law by two Delaware associ- 
ates. Lawyers for interested 
groups were also in the court, in- 
cluding Judge Louis Goldstein, rep- 
resentative of the Leon Lowenstein 
and Lester Martin Foundations, 
which are said to hold some 200,- 
000 Loew's shares, and the attor- 
ney for the Stockholders’ Protec- 
tive Committee. 

Both Tomlinson and Meyer were 
present in court. They listened 
attentively to the proceedings. 
Following the hearing, Tomlinson 
asked Milton Pollack, his New 
York lawyer, to introduce him to 
Nizer. There were “friendly” 
handshakes all around before the 











Gotham contingent returned to 
New York. 
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“as big as possible.” He also noted 
that the advantages of the lower 
booth would be obvious as soon as 
the images were thrown on the 
Paramount's large screen. For pur- 
poses of comparison, excerpts from 
a black-and-white print of United 
Artists’ “Patterns” were run off, 
}as was some footage from an East- 
man Color CinemaScope travelog. 


! Exhibitors Impressed 

|} Seenes from “80 Days” via a 
70m Todd-AO reduced to stand- 
jard 35m followed from the lower 


booth. Most exhibs appeared to 
be favorably impressed. Antici- 
pating the possibility of patron 


beefs about not seeing the film in 
its original 70m, Todd said, “I’ve 
never seen a customer run down 


to the screen with a light meter 
and holler ‘I want my money 
back!” 

Although Todd's performance 


was a one-man showmanship mara- 
thon ranging from cajolery and 
blandishments to a siren-song with 
hard and soft sell lyrics, some ex- 
hibs tossed a variety of com- 
plaints at him. Among objectors 
were William Beck of Jacksonville 
and William Goldman, head of tHe 
Philadelphia circuit bearing his 
name. 

The novelty of 70m when re- 
duced to 35m, Beck claimed, is the 
| same as any other widescreen pic- 
ture such as CinemaScope. He 
couldn't see selling such a film at 
upped terms. This prevoked a 
heated discussion with Todd who 
defended the merits of “80 Days” 
and cited grosses that Beck has 
been registering with the picture 
at his Jacksonville house in an ef- 
fort to disprove the theatreman’s 
contention, 

Goldman regretted he hadn't 
seen the “print-down” version be- 
fore investing $50,000 in special 
Todd-AO equipment. While con- 
ceding that “Days” is still doing 
| smash business in its 34th week at 
his Midtown Theatre in Philly and 
the film has grossed over $500,000 
| to date at that site, he said flatly 
| that “I would play it in any media.” 

3-D—Remember? 

“f don’t think the process means 
}a-damn_ thing. 
| it they'll buy it. Why, I have a 
} whole warehouse full of 3-D and 
lother triek projection equipment 
| for special process pictures.” 
| “I don’t agree,” retorted Todd. 
|“T think you should find the right 

medium for the right subject.” 
RKO Theatres’ prexy’ Sol 
| Schwartz reiterated the exhibitors’ 
| plight of the past few years in at- 
tempting to keep up with equip- 
ment changes at burdensome ex- 
pense. “With the industry deteri- 
orating,” he added, “the question 
was whether we should spend a 
couple of million dollars and I 
went the route. It was very ex- 
pensive and three months later 
everything was obsolete.” 

Everybody tried to move with 
the times, Schwartz recalled, for 
those were the days of stereophon- 
ie sound, optical prints, magnetic 
prints, ete. “But,” he stressed, “we 
must give Mike credit for the stim- 
ulating talk and word of mouth 
| that was occasioned by his entry 
It was another 


Logan charged| he was much 
that Loew’s had “preempted the “fussy” 


If the public likes | 


| and we can’t measure its benefit.” 


Still reminiscing, Schwartz said 
impressed with 
Todd's 
technical perfection. 
| the show will always be more im- 
portant than the process.” 

With reps of most major circuits 
| plus a number of indie exhibs on 
hand, United Artists had a task 
force’ of sales reps present to cor- 
ral as many “80 Days” contracts as 
possible. “See the picture first,” 
distribution v.p. William Heinen.an 
urged (referring to a_  srecial 
screening at the Paramount oppo- 
site Todd’s Hotel Berkeley-Carteret 
headquarters), “and we'll talk 
terms tomorrow” (Friday). Ses- 
sions wound up then with ad-pub- 
exploitation forums designed to 
jheip the exhib “get the most 
money” out of the film. 
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The line-o-type across the country 
has been strong—so, mission ac- 
complished. Only factor marring 
the junket was a delay of close to 
an hour in showing the production. 
| Following the streetscene hoopla 
outside the theatre, the unreeling 
began, and this at 11 p.m. Consid- 
| ering that the picture ran over two 
hours, the guests didn't get back to 
El Rancho Vegas for Lewis’ stage 
turn until 1:30. Another party 
began at 4 o'clock. All! in all, a big 
night. It began with a cocktailery 
and the Marguerite Piazza dinner 
snow at Jack Entratter’s Sands. 
High Cost of Scotch 

To large extent Lewis had the 
spotlight. The picture, in which 
Frank Sinatra has the starring title 
| role, is based on his life (from the 
| Art Cohn book) and there's, of 
} course, much ado about his two- 
| fisted drinking, his loves, his al- 
| legiance to the bookmakers, etc. 

Lewis had some observations to 
|make about the film. 
| down an empty glass for a Scotch 
| refill, he commented that “those 
| drinking scenes—well, they were 
| exaggerated.” Also: “In the pic- 








ture I’m being made love to all the | eontract called for a two- 
time by Jeanne Crain and Mitzi | 


| Gaynor. Sinatra had a better time 


playing my life than I had in living | on a week to 


| it.” And: “The picture cost 


| $2,400,000 but it could have been 


| using real Scotch.” 
| Preem was a benefit for the local 
Variety Club and handing acknowl- 
|edgement plaques to Sinatra and 
| Lewis was Gene Murphy, the tent’s 
| chief barker. Hearing the words of 
| praise, Lewis reprised the one 
about: “If I had known I was go- 
| ing to be eulogized tonight I would 
have done the only decent thing to 
| do—died.” 
El Horse at El Portal 

Biggest laugh-getter rigged by 
Par was the arrival at the El Portal 
| of the two key personages. Lewis 
| was mounted on a floral-wreathed 
| horse, with Sinatra pulling the 
reins. 
act down the aisles but the house 
was too crowded. “But that’s not 
the real reason,” said Lewis. “They 
didnt’ let the horse in because he 
didn’t have a ticket.” During the 
clowning, Sinatra asked Lewis how 
he felt. The reply was, “I’m fine 
but I think the horse is sick.” 

Devotees of the games ought to 
be sending the thank-you notes to 
film-maker Briskin. He recouped 
his previous losses with a run of 
numbers on the dice table at the 
El Rancho and picked up a tidy 
profit to boot. Bob O'Donnell and 
other “right” bettors similarly 
were bailed out. 

Goldman's Paydirt 

Most spectacular hit cf the week- 
end was scored by Sid Goldman, di- 
rector of theatre operations at New 
York’s Radio City Music Hall. He 
invested a dime in a slot machine 
at the Desert Inn, hit the jackpot, 





Par wanted to extend the | 


insistence upon | 
“But I think | 


Placing | 


Selling ‘Days’ 


Continued from page 5 goes 





why a rear row of seats wasn’t re- 
;moved because the top of the 
(screen couldn't be seen from that 
‘location. “We close ’em off dure 
ing the week,” he was told, “but 
sell the seats on Saturday night.” 

“What makes you think,” de- 
manded Todd, “why patrons can 
see better there on Saturday night 
than on any other week? Forget 
about those empty seats. The cus- 
tomers will like you better.” As 
for the “loss” of patrons, he as- 
serted, “Ill run a benefit for ex- 





hibitors who go broke turning 
‘away customers.” 
Echoing his father’s warning 


that “80 Days” will never be sold 
}to 90c grind houses, Michael Todd 
Jr. predieted that after an initial 
50 to 60 roadshow dates, the film 
will play selected situations at not 
less than the aforementioned $2 
top but these playoffs won't exe 
ceed 300 to 400 theatres. ° It’s 
planned for the roadshow engage- 
ments to run as long as possible 
but not to the extent of “milking” 
the market. 

Secondary dates will be in all 
probability limited to short runs 
of two to three weeks. Idea is to 
preserve the picture’s boxoffice 
value to permit frequent revivals, 
|It was also indicated that there 
would be no general release at any 
future time. 

As in the past, exhibs interested 
in booking the film will have to 
submit a form describing the tech- 
nical features of their house to as- 
sist Todd engineers in determin- 
ing whether the site is suitable or 
not. Physical changes may or may 
| not be required to obtain the pice 





+ ture. 








Par Seeks 506 


Continued from page 3 Eee 








Rembusch and Par can reaeh 
| agreement on terms for continuing 
| the engagement. 
| According to Par, the exhibition 
week run 
in the minimum with the engage- 
|ment to be carried on thereafter 
week basis if terms 


| were agreeable. Basic deal ealled 


| brought in at $2,000,000 if (pro- for a split of-the gross business on 


| ducer) Sam Briskin didnt’ insist on could not insist on any fixed admis- 


the usual percentage basis. Par 


| sion price, being enjoined from so 


doing under antitrust decrees. 
Rembusch stated he intended to 


| book “Commandments” at other of 


his Indianapolis houses with the 


|}same kind of “pay-what-you-will” 


policy. Par’s answer was that he 
can have the picture for the othe? 
spots but in each situation the com- 


| pany must be given a guarantee on 


| rentals. 





| 
| 


A Par rep said the ex- 
hibitor refused. 





Rembusch Slant 
Frankfurt, Ind., Aug. 27. 
As far as Trueman Rembusch 


|is concerned, his faith in human na- 


ture has been vindicated. 


Rembusch declared that there 
have been very few low admissions 
paid and that “the innate honesty 
of people in paying what they 
choose confirms his faith in human 
nature.” Indiana exhibitor, a for- 
mer president of Allied States 
Assn., added that he felt the “pay 
as you choose policy,” while 
“revolutionary in the motion pic- 
ture industry, not only makes for 
good public relations for the indus- 
try but also in the best merchandis- 
ing method discovered in ‘recent 
years.” 





Legit Invalid 


== Continued from page 3 ees 
that may come in, and it of course 
has the inside track. 4 

There’ve been several instances 





and after certification by the se-|in the past where a film company 
curity police, cashiers, managers, | owned part of a hit legiter which 


etc., was handed a check for nearly | then was fashioned for the screen 


| $500. 
| Spectacular as it is, L. V. is still 
growing, according to the Riviera’s 
Ben Goffstein. He’s a vet of 12 
years and on the basis of experi- 
/ ence (he’s also an optimist) figures 
| there’s still plenty of room for ex- 
| pansion. 

As for the structures of the fu- 
ture, these include a convention 
hall (badly needed) for which the 
blueprints have been drawn and a 
$3,000,000 bond issue already sub- 
scribed. 


| 
| 





by one of its competitors. 20th- 
Fox, for instance, had a slice of 
“Detective Story,” which ended up 
at Paramount, and it also owned a 
high stake in “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” for which Metro eventually 
offered so much money that 20th 
didn’t feel like matching it. Com- 
pany did profit, however, from the 
sereen coin. . 

One type of legit deal calls for 
the film companies to buy the en- 
tire property, including the screen 
rights, and then to take its chance. 
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THE MOST MODERN EQUIPMENT. 
SPECIAL FACILITIES FOR THE 
PRODUCTION OF TV AND INDUSTRIAL 
FILMS AS WELL AS DOCUMENTARIES. 


_W. CERMANY’S BEST AND MOST 
EFFICIENT SOUND RECORDING AND 
DUBBING STUDIOS. 





HERE, IN THE SPACIOUS REAL FILM STUDIOS, WERE PRO- 
DUCED SUCH OUTSTANDING GERMAN FILM SUCCESSES AS 
“DEVIL'S GENERAL,” "HAUPTMANN VON KOEPENICK," AND 
OTHERS. 


THESE MOST MODERN STUDIOS, EQUIPPED WITH THE LATEST 
AND BEST FILM TECHNOLOGY CAN AFFORD, ARE AVAILABLE 
FOR RENT TO OUTSIDE PRODUCERS. FOR EXTERIORS, THE 
STUDIO CAN SUPPLY NOT ONLY FIRST-RATE EQUIPMENT, BUT 
ALSO EXPERIENCED PERSONNEL. 


WHEN PRODUCING IN GERMANY ... 
MAKE YOUR STUDIO REAL FILM / 














REAL FILM-STUDIO BGR 


~~ 


aT 
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Telemeter in Canada by End of °58, 
Sez Fitzgibbons; Fees to Be ‘Nominal 


‘Bitter Victory’ as Pic 
Without Country; Fest 
Awaiting a French Copy, 


Venice, Aug. 27. 
It now looks as though “Bitter 











Theatre-TV Punching Bag 


Continued from page 7 Saeed 


head of the IBC. Lindsley sug-,On Aug. 20, Kahn said, he was told 
gested that all three closed-tv out-| by Ned Irish, Madison Square Gare 





Telemeter installations and pro- + 





gramming are slated for Canada by 
the end of 1958, according to J. J. 
Fitzgibbons, prexy of Famous Play- 
evs of Canada, large theatre circuit 
controlied by Paramount Pictures. 
Paramount also controls Telemcter. 

Famous Players 
sub 
emeter Ltd 


TOA Taps Barrington 
As Its P.R. Director 


Theatre Owners of America, 


has organized | which has operated without a pub- | 
d company, Trans-Canada Tel- | lic 


relations director for several 


with E. E, Fitzgibbons, | years, has selected Jack Barring- 


son of Famous Players topper, as | ton, a newcomer to the industry, 


head lrans-Canada _ will 

facture Telemeter attachments for 

Canadian consumption, a 

necessitated by high duties. 
Canadian 

closed-circuit wired affair, similar 

to that envisioned for the U. S., ac- 

cording to elder Fitzgibbons. 


manu- | for the post last held by Dick Pitts. 


Barrington, who has extensive ex- 


step | perience in advertising and public 


relations in the trade association 


Telemeter will be a | field, will assist in the implementa- 


tion of TOA’s business building 
program. Campaign is aimed to in- 


He | stutionalize the film theatres and 


said main programming emphasis | to increase attendance. 


will be on features, either firstrun 


| 


or close to firstrun theatricals. 
deci 
wired first, explaining that the 
question is currently being mulled. 
Fitzgibbons on hand for the Tele- | 
meter demonstrations at the Savoy 
Plaz New York, added that ex- 
hibs in local areas will be invited 
to purchase local franchises for | 
Telemeter servicing. If exhibs 
won't join, other businessmen will 


be called in. As to charges for at- 
tachments, price of programs, etc., 
Fitzgibbons said at this stage he 
could only speak in generalities. 
The tv set owner would pay only 
a nominal fee for a connection, 
while the attachment would be 
given free, with the proviso that a 


minimum must be spent nfonthly | 


lor shows 

As far as theatre competition is 
concerned, Fitzgibbons said 
smaller theatres of his circuit, 
numbering about 375, are falling 
by the wayside anyway. It will not 
hurt large firstrun houses as long 
as good product also is available 
to them, he maintained. 





| 


the | 


| 


| might make good tires, run a rail-| 


| botch 


Anent question of how much a| 


Telemeter feature would cost the 
consumer Fitzgibbons said the to- 
tal sum would work out to a small- 
er amount to the public, compared 


Barrington, who will operate out 


He of TOA’s N. Y. headquarters, is a | 
lined to state the areas to be | graduate of Rollins College and 


served in World War II as a naval 
aviator. 








 Todd’s ‘Hey Rube’ 


Continued from pace 5 aaa 


make a showing on the ticker tape 
by mergers, spinoffs, writeoffs, 
capital losses, and even fadeouts 
or other deals working out mostly 
to their own personal advantage. 
But I can’t for the life of me 
remember a picture they have 
made, although I remember some 
pictures made about them.” 

Todd points out that two studio 
“catastrophies” of the past few 
years “proyed again that a man 


road, build a great airline or even 
be a successful contractor, and still 
the job of controlling a 
studio.” 

Todd lists the problems of run- 
ning a film studio and the dif- 
ficulties facing the film industry 
in an era of television and com- 


| petition for the entertainment dol- 


to the price of theatre admissions. | 





Toll TV 


—mmme 4COntinued from page 3 





negotiations are going on with a 
dozen groups but declines to iden- 
tify them. 

Par has done a pitchman’s job 
in convincing the exhibs that near- 
perfection has been achieved in 
the mechanics of home toil. Thea- 
tremen now would like to have as- 
surances about the economics and, 
akin to this, the availability of the 
type of programming that will pay 
off 

On the financial front, there are 
strong indications that Par may go 
to the public for capitalization. To 
cover Los Angeles alone with a 
network of cable linking 1,000,000 
homes and a studio would require 
an investment of perhaps *$100,- 
000,000 

That's the straight arithmetic 
from Par—$100 per home with the 
likelihood of lower costs commen- 
surate with increases in production. 
No film corporation, even though 
aligned with important circuits in 
the home toll venture, has that 
kind of a mint. Thus, a stock issue 
appears in prospect. 

While the answers to all the 
questions are elusive to theatre- 
men, the impact they're feeling is 
in the immediacy of home toll— 
immediateiy in terms of decisions 
to be made. The test in Bartles- 
ville, Okla., is due within a week 
‘see separate story). Par has asked 
manufacturers to submit bids for 
production contracts. It would take 
three years to fully blanket a town 
like L.A., but the groundwork is 
being laid. Whether it proves 
boon or fiasco, many in the indus- 
try feel that home toll has moved 
from the talk to the actual blue- 
print stage 

















New York Theatre 








RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center « Cl 6-4600 
“THE PAJAMA GAME” 
siorrne DORIS DAY 
JOHN RAITT + CAROL HANEY 
A Warner Bros. Picture in WARNERCOLOR 
cond SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 


a 


lar, but he insists that “good pic- 
tures and shows will still attract 
non-moviegoers and the getting- 


| rare species, habitual moviegoers.” 


“These attractions,” he points 
out, “are made by people devoted 
to the job of film making.” Joe 
Vogel, he says, and the people who 
want to work for him “have a great 
appreciation for talent”—and “I 
am sure creative talent will have 
more latitude and are more likely 
to be attracted to them than to a 
company where the civilians are in 
control.” 

Todd concludes by noting that 
from personal observation he no- 
ticed “the solid reaction of talent 
and the film makers to Joe Vogel 
in a few minutes that he had in 
the clear when he first stepped into 
the back-breaking job. He had al- 


show go—it is too bad his energies 
have to be used against snipers 
and constant blocking.” 

Last two lines of the proposed 
ad state in boldface capital letters: 
“GET OFF HIS BACK.—HEY, 
RUBE!” 





NT Brass 


—e-s Continued from pace 4 eee 
this type of major construction at 
this time. 

Plan apparently is to convert 
4,500-seat Fox to Cinemiracle when 





exhibition. 

Several dozen stockholders were 
among those who attended public 
festivities. William Thedford, 
Northern California division man- 











jager and head of Evergreen cir- 
| cuit, acted as host. Stanley Smith, 
Cinemiracle camera's inventor, was 
also on hand. 





Cinemiracle No. 1 Topic 

Los Angeles, Aug. 27. 
Circuit’s new Cinemiracle proc- 
{ess will head the agenda when Na- 
{tional Theatres holds its annual 
four-day conclave Sept. 23-26 at 
Alisal Ranch near Solvang, Cal 
Prexy Elmer C. Rhoden will pre- 
side over the sessions, 

More than 100 of the chain's top 
executives, department heads and 
district managers from the 21 
| States in which NT operates 350 
houses will be on hand for the 
i meeting, 


ready started to rally the creative | 
people necessary to make the big) 


Victory” will definitely be in the 
| Venice running as a French pic- 
| ture. French stand is also posting 
pic along with its other entry, 
“Oeil pour Oeil” (Eye for 
Festival, however, still refuses (at 
least at this writing) to pronounce 
itself on the nation presenting the 
Nicholas Ray-directed item 

Reason currently being aired for 
the delay in decision about the 
| pic’s nationality is that only one 


version—or copy—of “Bitter Vic- 
tory” is currently ready: English- 
language, with French subtitles. 


The French apparently feel that it 
would not be proper to show a 
(“French”) picture in its English 
version, and with French titles to 
| boot, and are currently hoping 
that the French copy will be 
readied in time for local showing. 
Still unanswered question, at this 
point remains: if that (French) 
copy does not arrive in time, do 
the French still present the film? 
And if not, what country will? 
Last-minute information sums up 
the situation as follows: If the 
French copy arrives, it naturally 
runs as a French entry. If the Eng- 
lish copy must be shown, with 
French subtitles, then the French 
would abstain (‘even though, as a 


French official pointed out here, 
| the technicians and author are 
French) and “Bitter Victory” 


would simply run, country-less, as 
a Paul Graetz Transcontinental 
Production. 

Final poser, granted the dubbed 
French copy is shown, is this: 
could the dubbed actors in pic 
theoretically win an acting award? 
According to Venice precedent, 
dubbed performances are ineligible 
for thespic kudos. 


British Shorts 
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handed out 18 awards in nine cate- | 


gories plus three honorable men- 


tions and the nod to three others | 


for superior technical achieve- 
ments. 

Government-sponsored pix did 
not necessarily surpass private en- 
tries and, in all, it denoted the 
short as a potent pic factor, though 
the jury had to complain of the 
slim amount of specially-made tele- 
| pix, only three being entered. 
| Two diplomas were given to 
|shorts treating a subject in story 
|form, with Italy’s “Giocare,” a 
| perceptive pic of children at play, 
and the Gallic, “The Mystery of 
| Worship 15,” concerning occupa- 
| tional hazards and their detection. 
| Art film prize went to Gallic entry, 


|“Arthur Honegger,” of George 

| Rouquier. 

} ‘Civil War’ U.S. Winner 
U.S. tock the laurels for E. R. 


Martin’s “The True Story of the 
Civil War,” for its intelligence in 
the choice of static material 
(photos, maps, drawings, paintings, 
etc.) to give a coherent, objective 
look at the Civil War. A diploma 
| went to Belgium's “The Under- 
{ground Waters,” tracing a sub- 
| terranean river. In the tv pix field 
| Walt Disney took a diploma for his 
“Our Friend the Atom.” 

| In the animated field, Poland 
}won top prize with an inventive 
|tale of an ink blot’s voyage in 
|“Once Upon a Time.” The U.S. 
;copped a diploma for John Hub- 
|ley’s smartly-made “The Story of 
... ” for the Guggenheim Founda- 
|tion. England’s “Pan-Telje-Tron,” 
}a clever film on communications 


de Rochmont’s film is ready for made for Philips by D. Turpin also = 


won a, diploma. 
| Canadian Prize 
| Experimental film prize went to 
|Canada’s Norman MacLaren for 
his hilariously observed tale of a 
man and ae recalcitrant § chair. 
France got the nod for Jean 
Rouch's “Les Maitres Fou,” about 
a sect in East Africa whose rites 
are eerie. Pedagogic prizes went 
to England, Russia, Czechoslavakia 
and West Germany 
teaching, science and industrial ap- 
plication. Russia and Holland took 
| the medical pic awards with a film 
on the conditioned. reflex and a 
heart operation, respectively. 
Special mentions went to Eng- 
land for “Nice Time,” of Claude 
Goretta and Alain Tanner; USIS 
“A House, A Wife, A Singing Bird,” 


on Indonesian problems and life; | 


and the U.S. private pic on racial 
desegregation in schools, “A City 
Decides.” 


Eye). | 


for pix on) 


fits pool their exhibition facilities 

| “in order to guarantee maximum 

closed-circuit revenue for the fight- 

ers and promoters of the fight.” 
Irked At ‘Side Deals’ 

In his call for the establishment 
of a code of ethics in the closed-tv 
'field, Halpern pointed out that 
never in the history of broadcasting 
“has any network or sponsor made 
it a practice to attempt to upset 
bonafide contracts by entering into 
side deals with performers, 
whether fighters or entertainers. 
“Halpern said he condemned this 
| practice “reportedly indulged in 


|by one of our competitors,” and | 
| believes it is harmful both to this | 


industry, to the conduct of profes- 
isional sports and entertainment. 
| Without directly accusing Tele- 
PrompTer, which Robinson selected 
to handle the telecast, Halpern 
|stated that “anything that ap- 
proaches being a side deal, a kick- 
back or an undercover stock op- 
tion is immoral and to be con- 
demned as a business practice.” 
Milton Gross, sports columnist of 
the N.Y. Post, indicated last week 
that Robinson had been offered a 
stock option by TelePrompTer. 

“This year,” according to 
statement issued by Halpern, ‘as 
other companies have newly en- 
jtered into closed-circuit television, 
|there have been rumors for the 
| first time of such practices. Re- 
lcent events in connection with the 
|Robinson-Basilio fight are only 
symptomatic of a condition that has 
|been festering recently.” 

‘Better Offer’—Kahn 

| Irving Kahn, TelePrompTer 
prexy, immediately characterized 
Halpern’s references to “side 
deals, kickbacks, undercover stock 
option and unethical practices” as 
“malicious and libelous.” 


the 


He said 
| that he had instructed TelePromp- 
| Ter’s-attorney to examine carefully 
| the Halpern statement and “to take 
any legal action necessary to pro- 
tect our company against such 
| wholesale attack by innuendo.” 

Kahn's statement, a slashing and 


bitter reply, accused Halpern of 
“mudslinging,” of attempting to 
|“besmirch” the TelePrompTer 
management, and of employing 
“gutter sniping” tactics. He | 


charged that “open-faced lies have 
| been leaked to the press or spread 
as rumors by persons unwilling to 


publicly.” 

Kahn said he had considered the 
“gutter snipings” as the “last futile 
gasp of a desperate competitor who 
sees himself losing a lush propo- 
sition he had considered private 
domain.” He added that he had 
been content to wait for the 
result of the Boxing Commission's 
| hearing, but Halpern’s statement 
| put “a different light” on the sit- 
uation and he was determined to 
meet it “head on.” Kahn made 
mention of a “cozy relationship be- 
tween TNT and IBC,” and said 
that his company had not bid for 
the closed-circuit rights for fights 
previously because “there seemed 
little to be gained by trying to 
compete for this business.” How- 
ever, he stated, when the .court 
“cracked down” on the IBC a few 





months ago “we saw a glimmering 
hope for the future.” 
Kahn maintained that Tele- 


PrompTer took no action on the 
Robinson-Basilio fight “because 
even before the fight was finally 
set, we had read Halpern’s an- 
pouncement that he had the del.” 
TelePrompTer, according to Kahn, 
tered the picture on Aug. 13 
|when it received an 
| through Robinson's attorney “ask- 





| ing if we would be interested in the | 


theatre rights of the fight.” He said 

| that when he asked about Hal- 
| pern’s status, he was assured that 
| it “was still in the talking stage.” 
When TelePrompTer ascertained 
that Robinson had not approved 
any deal, it considered “the field 
wide open” and went to work on 
| these “assurances.” 

Kahn charged that Halpern’s of- 
fer was originally for 375,000 seats, 
which was later changed to 250,000 
|seats, He claimed, too, that the 
IBC contract with Halpern was 
signed after TelePrompTer  re- 
quested a meeting with the IBC 
to make an offer. According to 
Kahn and his attorney, the meet- 


ing was arranged Aug. 18 for Aug. | 
However, he said the Aug. 19} 


19, 
meeting was postponed to Aug. 20 
when TelePrompTer and Robinson 
jwere notified that Norris was ili 


stand up and make the charges | 


inquiry | 


den exec, that the Halpern-IBC 
contract had been signed the day 
| before. 

Halpern, on the other hand, as- 
; serted that final negotiations for 
the bout between TNT and the IBC 
| had been concluded early in July. 
He said that Robinson signed offi- 
| cial contracts with the Boxing Com- 
mission cn July 31, but “as often 
| happens,” formal theatre-tv con- 
tracts were not signed until after 
the agreement was reached. He 
maintained that the IBC-TNT pact 
was signed by the IBC on Aug. 13 
| and countersigned by TNT on Aug. 
19. Robinson himself, Halpern in- 
sisted, agreed to terms for the 
| bout with Basilio a month prior to 
the signing of the official contract. 











Murchison 
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ecm 
' 


that he (Murchison) buy the Joe 
Tomlinson holdings in Loew's Inc. 
Without expressing himself on the 
values, Murchison stated that he 
| “had had enough of proxy fights 
with the N.Y. Central situation.” 

Murchison’s television horizons 
are said to focus around “a Gen- 
eral Motors of TV,” meaning diver- 
sification of holdings in contiguous 
phases—stations, programs, pack- 
ages. 

When Arnaz laughed off the bid 
as “driving too hard a bargain,” 
the oilman good-naturedly agreed, 
as did Regan, who while acting for 
Murchison, conceded Arnaz’s busi- 
ness acumen. Latter felt that not 
only would he be selling 75% of 
his business but that the 25-50° 
| “pieces” he holds in some 19 differ- 
ent tv series constituted an end- 
less revolving credit. “As for the 
| $11,090,000, I'll get that anyway, 
and it'll be staggered over a long 
period of years, like a capital gains, 
that is if I live long enough.” 
\(Their “I Love Lucy’ ‘is not in- 


cluded; that was sold some time 
ago to CBS on a capital-gains 
basis). 


The seriousness of the Murchi- 
son-Regan confabs with Arnaz was 
pointed up by the nearly-a-month 
powwows at this resort where the 
| Arnazes are vacationing and the 
presence of lawyers and tax men 
on the scene. 

Murchison expressed himself in- 
| trigued yet somehow puzzled by 
| the show biz vagaries and intan- 
| gibiles in a deal of this nature. Un- 
| like an oil well development, the 
| salaries, percentages, talent resid- 
uals and kindred values were eye- 
openers to the Texan. This has 
| tended to intrigue him all the 
|more, says Regan. It was his first 
| closeup with these facets in any of 
is business negotiations. 
| Regan himself has become quite 
|an industrialist since retiring from 
| show business where, first starting 
| as “the singing (Brooklyn) cop,” he 
| achieved stature in vaude and mu- 
| Sical comedy. He struck it rich in 
|} oil, and is now an industrial good- 
| will greeter and mixer on behalf 
| of ational Distillers and An- 
| heuser-Busch (Budweiser beer) at 
| political and fraternal rallies, and 
|also at dealers’ level. 

Murchison is one of the largest 
stockholders in Henry Holt & Co. 
| which, under the Edgar T. Rigg 
|regime, has become a standout in 
| book publishing. 


Australia Youth 
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| the children, teenagers, adolescents 
,;and younger people generally. He 
| said it was important to firmly im- 
| plant the picture-going habit, but 
noted that pix couldn’t be sold as 
a commodity “like petrol, soap or 
other commercial lines.” And 
Rydge added: “We learned a 
costly lesson from the institutional 
campaign of several years ago over- 
seas to sell the public that ‘Movies 
are better than ever.’” 

The public, said Rydge, is in- 
terested mostly in what pictures 
are showing. It is the individual, 
immediate attraction that must be 
sold, he heid. 
| (In the U.S., the attendance fre- 
quency of young people is con- 
siderably lower than that cited by 
the Australians. However, Australia 
| doesn’t have anywhere near the 
number of competitions faced by 
| the film medium in the States.) 
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THE FRACTURED ‘FRACTIONALS’ 








TVs Title Tilts 


Networks have had a spate of .title changes in their new fall 
shows over the past couple of months, for reasons of priority 
To avoid confusion and set the record straight (un- 
til they institute some more changes), here’s the lineup: 


claims, ete. 


“Crisis” is now “Suspicion” on 


thology” is still up in the air, with “Twist of Fate” a maybe; 
Rosemary Clooney show on NBC is now “Lux Music Hall,” with 
Miss Clooney getting starring billing; “The Vise” is now “Saber 
of London,” while “Manhunt” has become “M Squad.” 
final title on the Polly Bergen, Dean Martin & Co. Saturday night 
series on NBC, while “What's the Use” recently became “What's 


It For” on the same web. 


Across the street at CBS-TV, “Wally & the Beaver” has become 
“Leave It to Beaver,” “Harbourmaster” became “Scott Island” 
and then reverted to “Harbor Master.” 
Pleasure” became “The Eve Arden Show Starring Eve Arden.” 


It's MCA Versus MCA 








NBC-TYV; “Alcoa-Goodyear An- 


Still no 


And “It Gives Me Great 





Talent Agency Put in Embarrassing Position on NBC 


‘Preview Showcase’ 


Opposite Sullivan 





| 


What happens when a talent 
agency gets itself so involved in 
network programming that it be- 
comes virtually impossible to un-| 
tangle itself from inevitable con- | 
flicts is amply demonstrated in the | 
case of Music Corp. of America. | 

NBC is currently prepping a ma- 
jor full hour display of its '57-'58 | 
talent lineup on the Steve Allen} 
Sunday night 8 to 9 show on Sept. 
22, which will have a Coast orig | 
ination. The major chunk of the 
new NBC talent and properties | 
carry the MCA banner, to such a! 
degree, in fact, that MCA talent! 
will practically dominate the whole | 
thing. 

This doesn’t rest too well with | 
MCA, which has been balking over | 
the use of its talent roster on the | 
“preview” showcase. It so happens | 
that Ed Sullivan, in the rival CBS- | 
TV time slot, is an “MCA baby,” 
which creates an embarrassing | 


FS: Frantic Summer 


CBS board chairman Bill 
Paley is vacationing in Maine, 
where he’s bought a home. All 
the Columbia presidents are 
also vacationing. CBS Ra- 
dio’s Art Hayes and Columbia 
Records’ Goddard Lieberson 
are in Europe; CBS-TV's 
Merle Jones is on the Coast. 

Which leaves Frank Stanton 





EVERYBODY ON A 
FORMULA KIGK 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


What is happening to the “frac- 
tional” stations in America—the 
outlets that for years have been de- 
voting at least a part of each broad- 
casting day in catering to the for- 
eign-born elements with Italian, 
Spanish, Polish programs, etc.? 

It has been quite a number of 
years since anyone has undertaken 
a responsible survey on such spe- 
cialized stations to determine where 
and how they fit into the scheme 
of broadcasting generally. If mem- 
ory serves it was Dr. Paul Lazars- 
feld of Columbia U., who emerged 
with the last definitive breakdown 
on “fractional” programming in the 
U.S. But that was some years back. 

Whether due to the changing) 
picture over the years as television) 
moved ahead at the expense of ra-| 
dio, or simply because of complete 
indifference, there has been no 
careful check in recent years to de-| 
termine whether these minority! 
groups are getting the cold- 
shoulder from broadcasters and to 
what extent “fractional” program-| 
ming exists in the U.S. today. (Ten 
years ago it would have been o1 
grave concern to the FCC in de- 
manding proper diversification on) 








minding the store. 





Writers’ Guild 


$4,000,000 Drama 
Series for ABC 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
ABC-TV is planning a top dra- 








use of the spectrum). Today there's 
| little likelihood that it’s even 
}erossed the minds of the Govern- 
, mental watchdogs. 
Of late there have been disturb- 
jing evidences that many of the 
|“fractional” broadcasters in key 
cities around the country devoting | 
at least a part of the day or week- 
end to the foreign mingrities, are 
,now shedding such ties and are 
| going strictly on a “formula kick” 
—that is, music & news around the} 
| clock, seven days a week. This is 
| part of the “new awareness” in the 
| competitive race for the radio dol- 
lar, that whatever the day or the 
hour, the pattern cannot be inter- 
rupted. Unfortunately, it’s a pat- 
tern inspired more out of economic 
necessity (very little is entailed in| 
spinning records and reading news| 
off the AP-UP machines), and cer- 
tainly a pattern that requires far’! 
less ingenuity than programming 
for the foreign minority groups. | 
The Rochester Story 

Take, for example, what has been | 
transpiring up in Rochester, N.Y..,| 
where for many years WVET, the, 
ABC affiliate, had been catering to) 
the Italian populace with Saturday- 
Sunday programming. In a reshap- 
ing of its program structure. | 








Some top stars, including a number 
not yet seen on tv, have tentatively 
agreed to appear in the series. 
WGA has mulled such a series 
for some time—about a year—and 


approval of the guild and council. 


| Newman, a writer and an indie pro- 


ducer, is currently in negotiations 
with a major studio to handle phys- 
ical production of the _ series, 
although the guild will retain cre- 
ative control. 





WVET, in embracing the “formula) 
| kick,” has just decided to do away 
| with “fractional” programing and) 
go “music & news” exclusively. | 
| Almost simultaneously, the Roches- | 
|ter daytimer, WRVM, which also! 


| 
| 


segment | Newman took over the project with | catered to foreign listener's,’ de-| 


|cided that it, too, under its new 
| ownership (Herb Shorr, ex-WOV,| 
|New York, along with Harry Tren- | 
| ner, ex-Mutual, both of whom also | 
|own a Miami station), would | 


Looks Like CBS May Change Its 
St. Louis TV Horses Mid-Stream 





Looks like those retired net- 
work execs don’t stay retired 
for long. Now that Joe Ream, 
former exec veepee of CBS, is 
back in the network fold as 
successor to the late Ralph 
Hardy in Washington, it’s also 
learned that ex-CBS-TV prexy 
Jack Van Volkenburg, who 
“retired” to Florida, is rarin’ 
to go into action again. 

Van Volkenburg is among a 
group making a bid for the up- 
coming ‘V’ in Tampa. He's got 
an approximately 10° owner- 
ship stake in the venture. 
That's the reason, incidentally, 
why he resigned recently as a 
CBS board member. 


$30,000,000 Kitty 
In R&R’s Merger 
With Erwin Wasey 


Merger of Ruthrauff & Ryan 
agency with Erwin Wasey is re- 
ported all set and the new outfit, 
it’s understood, will carrv the ban- 
ner of Ryan, Wasey & Williams. 

Robert M. Watson, currently 
board chairman of R & R, is slated 
as board chairman of the new con- 
solidation, with R & R's Roswell 
Metzger as chairman of the execu- 
tive committee. (Metzger is now 
exec v.p. heading up the Chi opera- 
tion of R & R.) Wasey’s Howard 
Williams is slated for the presi- 
dency of the firm. 

Still to be resolved is the status 
of Ken Beirn, the president of 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, and it's under- 
stood he will become executive 
v.p. 
All told Ryan, Wasey & Williams 
will go the post with approxi- 
mately $80,000,000 in annual bill- | 
ings, with each of the two outfits 
contributing about equal shares. 





| Headquarters will be in N.Y., with 


Chicago, of course, playing a prom- 
inent role in the affairs of the op- 
eration, as well as the Coast, where | 
Erwin Wasey has been involved in | 
the Carnation-sponsored Burns & | 
Allen tv series. | 


SPONSOR BANS BOONE 
FROM ‘PLAYHOUSE 90’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Richard Boone bowed out of 
hosting stint on Thursday's (29) 
CBS-TV “Playhouse 90” showing of 
“Without Honor” telepic, in a 
battle of the pharmaceuticals. 
Boone's own telefilm series, 





+ CBS’ St. 


dispense with its bilingual pattern “Have Gun, Will Travel” is slated 


Newman has thoroughly blue- 
printed the project and has drawn 


in order to go “formula.” 
What has been happening in 


(Continued on page 42) 


situation for the talent agency. — 
But in view of NBC's approxi- | 
,000, take in MCA)! 
ak iments alee will | Matic series for entry in the fall 
brook no interference. NBC’s get-| Of 1958, with the hour-long filmed 
ting everybody it wants for the — pg ba ay Agen 
ae. Deal, close to being finalized, in- 
volves in excess of $4,000,000. Ne- 
e ye gotiations for the series are being 
ws handled by ABC Coast exec pro- 
S ducer Bob Adams for the net, and 
Samuel Newman, repping WGA. 
: | Series fits into ABC’s search for 
1] on rain | a top prestige series, and is aimed 
at the fall of 1958 season. Approx- 
imately 600 members of WGAW 
Chicago, Aug. 27. /|have already pledged to write 
Lewis-Howe Co. (Tums) has scripts for the series, that numer 
bought 13 alternate half-hours of | including top motion picture and 
NKC-TV’s “Wagon Train,” Wednes- tv writers as well as top novelists. 
day night hourlong western which 
starts Sept. 18. The alternate 
weeks were purchased by Drackett, 
for its Windex and Drano products, 
leaving one half-hour 
every week remaining to be sold) 
on the show. 
The Tums buy was placed, 
through McCann-Erickson with the 
net's sales office here. 
. ’ 
Marian Anderson’s 
ANTA Global Tour 
> | 
As ‘See It Now’ Seg 
Marian Anderson leaves next) 
month for a tour around the world 
on behalf of the State Dept. and 
the American National Theatre & 
Academy and CBS-TV will give it 
the same treatment as Danny | 
Kaye’s UNICEF global junket via} 
the Fred Friendly-Ed Murrow “See 
It Now” program. 
Among other places, Miss Ander-| 
son will visit India, the Philippines, | 
Pakistan, Thailand, Burma, In-| 
donesia, Korea and Japan, as the) 
State-Dept.-ANTA ambassador of) 
song. Accompanying her will be| 
the same camera crew that Friendly | 
and Murrow assigned to the Danny 
Kaye global circult. } 
Resultant “See it Now” show will | 
be slotted in either December or} 
January but whether it will be an) 


up the budgets and other details of | 


the series, and is expected to pro- 
oy the series, an ABC source 
said. 





LOTSA BING CROSBY | 
ON TAP FOR CBS 


Bing Crosby, already reunited | 
with CBS Radio via his upcoming 
five-minute ca e shows for Ford 
Motors, is getting back into the full | 
swing of things with an additional | 
new half-hour show slated for an} 
Oct. 20 preem on the web. The new | 
Crosby stanza will go back-to-back | 
with Jack Benny, giving the net-| 
work a potent 1-2 punch in the 7 
to 8 p.m. period Sunday eves. | 

Crosby’s new showcase will be | 
all-new, a musical variety stanza) 
with top stars as guests. It will be | 
taped, as per Crosby's old “Kraft | 
Music Hall” technique, but the) 
material will be all fresh (as con- | 


hour or 90-minute showcase will| trasted with the Benny tapes, which 


depend on the footage extracted 
from the trip. | 


are actually 
broadcasts), 


repeats of former | 


| 





—and Get News 
NBC news director Bill | 
McAndrew took the unusual | 
step of going on the air last | 
Thursday (22), following Sec- | 





retary of State Dulles’ an- 
nouncement reversing his ban 
on U.S. newsmen traveling to 
Red China. McAndrew did a 
three-minute bit on NBC Ra- | 
dio’s “Nightline,” where he 
was interviewed by host Wal- 
ter O'Keefe on the network's 
plans for coverage. 

Following day, McAndrew 
talked to Jim Robinson, who'll 
be covering Peiping for the | 
network. Robinson told him 
that when fellow far LEast 
correspondent Richard Apple- 
gate who had been imprisoned 
by the Chinese and whose 
yacht had been confiscated and | 





never returned, heard about 
Robinson’s new post, he told 
him, “The first thing you do is 
get my yacht back.” 


| Jersey 75th anniversary 
| NBC-TV Oct. 13. Stint, which calls 
|for him to appear in the show as 
| well as host it, marks the actor's 
| first major tv appearance. 


| to bow on net shortly, and his ap- 

pearance was to plug the debut. 
|However, “Gun” is co-sponsored | 
by Whitehall Pharmacal and 
Bristol-Myers, one of “90” spon- 
sors, objected to plug for competing 
drug house's show. Thereupon, 
Boone withdrew from chore. 





Tyrone Power to Host 


Standard Oil TV Spec 


Tyrone Power has been signed 


|to host the Standard Oil of New 


show on 


Deal was set through McCann- 
Erickson, which is producing the 
show for Standard Oil. The $0-min- 
ute spec will star Jimmy Durante, 
June Allyson, Bert Lahr, Kay 
Thompson, Jane Powell, Kay Starr, 
Marge & Gower Champion, Eddie 
Mayehoff and Brandon De Wilde. 
Cyril Ritchard will stage, with Paul 
Feigay exec producer and Leslie 
Stevens head writer. 


Louis owned-and- 
operated fortunes in tv may be 


'*V’ For Van Volkenburg | due for a drastic overhauling as a 


result of some suddenly-inspired 
conferences held in New York and 
Washington during the past week. 
After many months of litigation, 
and investment of a small for- 
jtune in order to grab off Channel 
/11 for its KMOX-TV operation, 
| CBS now finds itself with an offer 
ito acquire the already-established 
KWK-TV, which is 23°-owned by 
the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, 
with Stan Hubbard, owner of 
KSTP-TV, Minneapolis, also a part 
owner. 

If everything works out as CBS 
hopes it will, the network will 
ditch its Channel 11 plans ‘even 
though it is now putting up a mul- 
ti-million dollar building), and will 
|shift over to the more desirable 
Channel 4 owned by KWK, Inc. 
| Such an eventuality would prob- 
jably turn out to everybody's bene- 
| fit. Since the award of Channel 
111 to CBS is being contested in 
|the courts by three firms whose ap- 
| plications were denied (220 Tele- 
| visison, Inc.; St. Louis Telecast, 
|Inc., and Broadcast House, Inc.), 
with a hearing on the appeals set 
down for Sept. HM, it would pave 
the way for the reallocation of the 
channel to the contesting parties, 
even though it would deprive them 
of a CBS affiliation and force them 
to go independent or ride with 
ABC. It would also get the FCC 
‘off the hook on one of the more 
bitterly-contested grants. As for 
the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, 
Hubbard and the other interested 
Channel 4 parties, who initiated 
the overtures to CBS in the first 
place, it would put an end to their 
alarms over a future which would 
deprive them of their prized CBS 
|affiliation. For CBS, it would al- 
low for an idea! continuity of 
identification with channel 4 under 
its interim affiliation. 

Whether the switchover goes 
through is still highly problemati- 
cal This would depend on 
whether CBS can come to satis- 


(Continued on page 42) 


NBC Radio Springs 
A New Rate Card 


| NBC Radio will 
|rate card next week establishing 
| single day-night participation rates, 
| boosting charges on participations 
| aad lowering them on nighttime 
program period buys and eliminat- 
ing quotations for individual sta- 
tion rates by quoting full-network 
rates only. New card will become 
effective Oct. 1, but will be mailed 
to agencies next week. 

At the same time, the network 
has decided to call a meeting of 
its full affiliate body in New York 
Sept. 13 or i4 to outline in detail 
its new streamlined compensation 
formula, which eliminates the old 
paid hours method of calculating 
compensation and substitutes a sys- 
tem of “compensation units” based 
{on participations carried by the 
| Station. In effect, the formula 
| brings compensation payments up 
| to date with new sales techniques, 
since the largest part of NBC's 
sales are in participations rather 
than half-hour or hour units. 

New formula is based on a com- 
pensation unit, which is equivalent 
to 20 one-minute participations or 
their equivalent in 30-secend and 
six-second spots (with the 30's 
equal to 75° and the six's to 30°7 
| of one minute). Time period sales 
are converted to compensation 
units on the basis of each hour of 
time equal to 12 minutes of com- 











unveil a new 


| mercial or 12/20 of a compensation 


unit. As for “waived hours,” these 
become the same number of waived 
compensation units in the new for- 
mula 

Dollar compensation per units is 
worked out by taking each sta- 


(Continued on page 40) 
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CBS-TV’s Sponsorship Bonanza On 


64 Regional 


Pro Grid Telecasts 





CBS-TV has set virtually 
sponsorship for its pro amp 
lineup thig fall, which consists of 
a total of 64 separate regiona! cele- 
casts on 176 stations on 19 different 
dates. Plum sponsorship deal in) 
the grabbag is with Marlboro,| 
ciggies, which will cosponsor the 
games nationally, over the full line-| 
up of stations in the nine separate) 
regional networks. | 

Marlboro is taking anywhere | 
from one-third to two-thirds spon-| 
sorship, over each regional net, | 
which varies in size from three| 
stations (‘Philadelphia region) to 
the 78-station Chicago network.| 
Other sponsors, regional and local, | 
are filling in the remaining spon- 
sorship in each area, and the only 
availabilities left thus far is one. | 
third in the New York region, one-| 
third in Philadelphia and one-third 
on the Coast network. 

In addition, Carter Products has| 
bought in on an alternate-week' 
deal for a 15-minute preview show, 
which like Marlboro, will go na- 
tionally. Show will be on film, so 
that it's the same for each regio 
despite differences in starting 
times. Carter deal starts with the) 
regular season on Sept. 29, but the| 
CBS telecasts start Sept. 8 for) 
pre-season exhibition weeks | 

Sponsorship lineup has Marlboro 
and Ballantine Beer sharing a third. 
sponsorship each in N.Y.; Marlboro 
taking two-thirds in Philadelphia; 
Mar!boro and National Bohemian 
Beer sponsoring all in Baltimore,| 
Marlboro and Ameco sponsoring} 
in Washington; the cigaret com- 
pany and Duquesne Beer sharing 
in Pittsburgh, Marlboro, Standara’ 
Oil of Indiana and Pabst in Green| 
Bay; Falstaff Beer, Standard of, 
Indiana and Marlboro in Chicago;)| 
Speedway Petroleum, Globel Bee | 
and Marlboro in Detroit and Fal-! 
staff and Marlboro sharing two-, 
thirds on the Coast. | 

CBS is using some 180-odd tech- 
nicians on the complicated regional 
operation, which involves a dif- 
ferent erew in each city and any-}| 
where from two to six separate| 
full-game telecasts on any one day. 
Judson Bailey, CBS exec produ:er 
for sports, is producing the show,| 
with the aid of producers Hugh 
Beach and Pete Molnar, with CBS 
director of sports Bill MacPhail 
overseeing the entire operation. 

Announcing staff comprises Chris 
Schenke! and Jim McKay in N.Y.; 
Byron Saam and Jack Whitaker in 
Philly; Chuck Thompson and Bailey 
Goss in Baltimore; Jim Givens and 
Arch McDonald in Washington; 
Joe Tucker in Pitt; Ray Scott and 
Johnny Lujack in Green Bay; Joe 
Boland and Joe Foss covering the 
Cardinals and Red Grange and Bill 
Fay the Bears in Chicago; Van 
Patrick and Bob Reynolds in De- 
troit; Tom Harmon in San Fran. 
cisco and Bob Kelley and Gil Strav 
ton in L. A, 

As per the National Pvotball! 
League agreements, home games! 
are blacked out in the schedule for 
a radius of 50 miles from the home 
city. Similarly, whenever a team 
plays at home, out-of-town games| 
are blacked out of the city, | 


CBS’ Red Carpet 
Out for Elizabeth 


CBS News has assigned a staff of 
17 newsmen and cameramen to 
cover the visit to the U. S. and! 
Canada of Queen Elizabeth in Oc- 
tober, and has already finalized 
plans for a late-night 45-minute | 
wrapup network telecast at the end 
of her visit. The 45-minute wrap- 
up. to be telecast live and film, is 
being peddled by CBS-TV’s sales | 
department as a commercial one- | 
shot. It will be telecast either Oct. 
21 22 or 23, probably in the 11:15] 
to midnight period. 

seyond the one-shot, CBS News 
is working 














on several other pro- | 
gram efforts on the coverage of | 
the royal party, and has submitted 
them to the web's plans board. The 
45-minute show has already been 
approved by the network brass. 
The 17-man crew includes Chief 
Furopean correspondent Howard 
K Smith and London correspon- 


dent Alexander Kendrick, who will 
travel as part of the royal party, 
with other newsmen picking up the 
group when they reach stateside. 





full¢ 
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WRCA-TV’s ‘Hi Mom’ Coin 

WRCA-TV, the NBC flagship in 
New York, has pulled in 10 paritci- 
pating advertisers for its new 
early-morning “Hi Mom” 9-10 strip 
within the two weeks since the 
show preemed. Signed for the 
Shari Lewis starrer are Procter & 
Gamble, General Foods, Purex, Ex- 
quisite Form, Chock Full O’Nuts, 
Tropicana Orange Juice, French's 
Instant Potatoes, Gimbel’s and 
Cocoa Marsh. 

Show is aimed at young mothers, 
with advice on baby care by reg- 
istered nurse Jane Warren. 


‘Monitor’ Inserts 


Woo Bigtime Stars 
Back to NBC Radio 


Hollywood. Aug. 27. 

NBC Radio is recapturing its 
stars lost to tv, not via the weekly 
series of now-departed bigtime ra- 
dio, of course, but as interview in- 
serts into web’s weekend “Monitor” 
program. 

NBC Radio has lined up a galaxy 
of names to tape total of 10 five- 
minute segments each week. Ma- 
terial will be new and scattered 
over the Saturday and Sunday ra- 
dio marathon. 

George Gobel already has been 
firmed by “Matinee” exec pro- 
ducer-director Al Capstaff, with 
“Fibber McGee and Molly” (‘Jim 
and Marion Jordan) 
inked. In negotiation stage are 
deals with Eddie Cantor, Jerry 
Lewis and Bob Hope, 

“Monitor” is completely sold out, 
says Capstaff, and star integration 





is intended to maintain high quali- | 


ty programming. 





° » 
Howard Miller Nixes | 


Pat Weaver Bid Fur 
‘Saturday Night Party’ 


Chicago, Aug. 27. 

Howard Miller, meeting with Pat 
Weaver last week, definitely nixed 
the producer-host role on the 90- 
minute “Saturday Night Party” 
proposed for Weaver's Program 
Service network. Miller said he 
was interested but “physically in- 
capable” of accepting the assign- 
mént now that he’s added NBC- 
TV's daily “Club 60” to his other- | 
wise busy schedule. 


He has a 15-minute CBS radio 


strip at 10:45 a.m., a local 90-min- | 
ute show on WIND every morning 
at 6:30, and a two ahd a half hour | 
Sunday morning show on WIND. | 


This leaves Weaver in search 
of a host and two more sponsors 
for the Saturday night 
which is supposed to originate from 
the Aragon Ballroom here. Kick- 


off date is Sept. 21. Weaver tapped | 


Pabst Brewing Co., through Nor- 
man, Craig & Kummel, for sponsor- 


ship of one 30-minute seg and still | 


has two to go. Show will probably 
be cancelled if it does not get at 
least one other sponsor. 


previously | 


| Volkswagon bus, mobile unit with 


Helene Curtis Biz 


stanza | 


KNXT TELETHON 
FETCHES $117,430 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Ten-hour multiple sclerosis tele- 
|thon on KNXT Sunday (25) garn- 
jered $117,430. Goal was $100,000, 
| Last August telethon raised $107,- 
/000 in pledges but total contribu- 
|tion upped figure to $135,000. 
Bob Crosby emceed. Jack Rourke 
produced. Talent on “Parade of 
Stars” included Jayne Mansfield, 
| Eddie Cantor, Ann Blythe, Law- 
rence Welk, Freddy Martin and 
Peggy Lee. 


Boston B’casters 


| 
| 











Apologizing For 
Too Many Com's 





Boston, Aug. 27. | 

Radio and tv here redoubled) 
their efforts to bring the news to) 
the newspaperless Hub as the} 
strike entered its third week. In 
the meantime radio and tv sales-| 
men have become order takers with 
biz rushing in. 

Experiencing a bonanza after a 
low period as a direct result of the} 
newspaper strike, the stations are} 
loaded with commercials. Some are| 
| apologizing to listeners fer having} 
so many commercials. explaining} 
that they are “trying to help out” | 
because of the strike. 

With the press of biz, some sta-| 
|tions hiked rates to new advertisers. | 
Most of the new biz came from pic-| 
ture theatres, department stores) 
and automobile agencies. 

WNAC continued its policy of| 
news on the hour and half hour 38} 
times a day plus bulletins on the| 
|hour and adding extra services.| 
WNAC and WNAC-TV also provided | 
large news bulletin posters twice) 
a day to the Stop & Shop super- 
market bakery unit in Hub’s South 
Station, and the Boston Five Cent} 
Savings Bank, and maintained a 
billboard of news on the Boston) 
|Common. In addition, a printed} 
“Dinergram,” with film listings and! 
news flashes is being issued to ho-| 
tels by the station. 

WVDA set up a “Radio News 
| Journal,” special broadcast three 
i times a day. Station has newsmen 
at state house, city hall, courts, 
police headquarters, hospitals and| 
fire stations. WVDA _ parks its | 


| 
| 


| public address system, at strategic 

points around the Hub during its 

“Radio News Journal” broadcasts. 
(Continued on page 40) 





To McC-Erickson 


Chicago, Aug. 27. 

McCann-Erickson this week ex- 
panded its client roster with the 
| addition of Helene Curtis Indus- 
tries and its billings by over 
$3,006,000 with the acquisition of 
two of Curtis’ key products. Agen- 
cy was awarded the Spray net and 
Shampoo Plus Egg lines, first of 
| which is a major television account, 
in a Curtis realignment that sees 
McC-E replacing Earl Ludgin as 
one of Curtis’ three agencies. 

Other two agencies are Gordon 
Best, which will handle a men’s 
line (Lentheric, Suave, etc.) plus 
the Beauty Shop Division, and Ed- 
ward H. Weiss, which takes over 
Stopette, Enden, King’s Men and 
Lanolin Discovery. Current Curtis 
| billing is $12,000,000. 




















CBS-TV’s | 


CBS scored a clean-sweep of the Top 10 Nielsen list for the two- 


week period ending July 27, g: 


both in the average audience and total audience categories. 


came up with some surprise en 
Fox Hour,” the all-reruns, “Unc 
ard Diamond.” “Gunsmoke” to; 
the TA list as well. 

TOTAL AUDIENCE 
Playhouse 90 (CBS)... 


Gunsmoke (CBS) é 
$64,000 Question (CBS) .....2 


20th-Fox Hour (CBS) ...... 28. 
I’ve Got Secret (CBS) ...... 26. 
Ed Sullivan Show (CBS) ....26 
U.S. Steel Hour (CBS) ...... 25. 
Game of Week (CBS) ...... 25. 
Climax (CBS) rai 24. 
What’s My Line (CBS) ...... 24. 


0 Out of 10 


rabbing off the complete honors 
Web 
tries, too, such as “20th-Century 
lercurrent” anthology and “Rich- 
»ped the list and placed second in 





AVERAGE AUDIENCE 





9 Gunsmoke (CBS) eC 
2 $64,000 Question (CBS) ....26.2 
1 I've Got Secret (CBS) . 24.1 
2 20th-Century Hour (CBS). .22.3 
7 What's My Line (CBS) ....22.2 
1 $64,000 Challenge (CBS) ..21.7 5 
2 Playhouse 90 (CBS) one 
0 Undercurrent (CBS) «6 
7 Richard Diamond (CBS) .. .20.1 
0 Hitchcock Presents (CBS). .199 


- 


Pwere NOUlicu wu. - 





TV-Radio Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Mike Dann back at NBC exec desk after vacation in Rockies 
Herbert J. Cutting, chief accountant at Mutual, named director of ad- 
ministrative services. ..“Great Jewish Stories” series on WATYV starts 
with new series of adaptations .on Wednesday %28) afternoon...Judy 
Lewis, daughter of Loretta Young and Tom Lewis, joined WCBS-TV as 
program coordinator on “‘Eye on New York,” replacing Ellen Shapiro, 
who’s moved to WABD’s “Nightbeat” staff as interviewer-researcher . . . 
Barbara Delatiner, feature writer for Newsday, taking over Jo Coppola’s 
reviewer spot starting next Wednesday (4) when the latter moves to 
the N. Y. Post. Miss Delatiner has been doing dry-runs during all of 
August. ..CBS-TV “Camera Three” producer Lewis Freedman off on a 
three-week European vacation... Diana Barth followed up a recent 
“My True Story” appearance with radio spots for Tetley Tea and 
Bromo Seltzer...Lennen & Newell v.p. Nick Keesely and P. Lorillard 
prexy Lewis (Bud) Gruber to the Coast for an 0.0. on their upcoming 

“Court of Last Resort” series...WCBS-TV “previews” its “Compara- 
tive Literature 10” series on Sept. 7 in a special 3:30-4 show, with 
“Camera Three” moderator James Macandrew discussing the show 
with Dr. Floyd Zulli, program’s instructor. Station, incidentally, has 

come up with “Sunrise Semester” as the title for this and future edu- 
cational shows...Lilia Skala called to the Coast for leading role in 
“The Last Act” on “Lux Video Theatre” Sept. 14 . Metopera star 
Mildred Miller makes first appearance on the Ed Sullivan show Sept. 
15... Roy Kammerman, Allen Robin and Cally Curtiss set as the script- 
ing team for the Johnny Carson-starring “Do You Trust Your Wife” on 
ABC-TV ...Irving Gitlin, CBS public affairs director, addresses third 
annual Robert Flaherty Seminar today (Wed.), speaking on “Televi- 
sion Techniques and the Future of Documentary Films.” 

Col. Jay Barney finished his two weeks of active duty with the Signal 
Corps, getting two afternoons off so he could record “Romance of 
Helen Trent” for 12 days in advance as well as do the two live shows on 
those days... Jesse Zousmer, coproducer of “Person to Person,” post- 
cards from Irsael, “Having a ball here and they don’t even have tv” 
... Press agent Nat Fields and wife Sylvia had a pre-housewarming at 
their New Rochelle ranchhouse, hosting Mr. and Mrs. Andre Baruch 
(Bea Wain), adman Alden James and his wife, and NEA tv columnist 
Dick Kleiner . . , Lester Hammel has joined television operation of the 
artist management firm of Willard Alexander . . . Joe Given chosen to 
do all billboards for new “Restless Gun” series to debut on NBC-TV 
... Fred Parsons concluding a summer long assignment speaking for 
Pepsi-Cola in firm's Grand Central Station Exhibit . . . Jessica Jones 
concluded episode “Bilko’s Valentine” in current Phil Silvers series. .. 
A special, two-part discussion on cigarets and lung cancer gets under- 
way on WABD’s “Night Beat” tomorrow (Thurs.) when John Wingate 
interviews Dr. John R. Heller, director of National Cancer Institute, 
U. S. Public Health Service. He will be followed on Sept. 6 by Dr. 
Clarence Cook Little, biologist and chairman of the Scientific Advisory 
Board to the Tobacco Industry Research Committee . . . Seymour (Hap) 
Eaton, formerly with NBC Television Films in Chicago, joins the New 
York offices of station reps Peters, Griffin, Woodward, Inc. . . . Mrs, 
Doris Strong, for the past three years administrative assistant to 
Thomas F. O’Neil, prez and board chairman of RKO Teleradio Pictures, 
has resigned to join the Gordon-McLendon owned radio station KLIF, 
Dallas, Tex. Mrs. Strong will be an assistant to Dale Drake, 
station’s general manager ... A “Time Change Guide Map,” prepared 
by reppery Blair-TV, is being distributed to time buyers and agency 
execs throughout country ... William B. Williams, WNEW’s emcee on 
two daily shows, has been selected as host for WABD’s new variety 
show ‘Fiesta Americana.” Williams takes over the show with a Latin 
beat starting Sept. 20 at 8 p.m. 

NBC flack Alec Nyary on the mend at Hospital for Joint Diseases 
after being in a critical condition last week with an attack of hepatitis 
... Jack Perlis signed by Bob Saudek to handle publicity for “Omni- 
bus” and other Saudek properties; Perlis handled “Omnibus” when it 
was ‘under Ford Foundation auspices , .. Ted Rogers, exec producer on 
the erstwhile “Home” show, moves into “Wide Wide World” as one of 
the show’s four producers ... CBS doorman Mike Donovan back on the 
job after a hospital stay . . . Renald Dawson doing “Witness for the 
Prosecution” at the Paper Mill Playhouse” for three weeks starting 
Sept. 9 after turning in an “Arthur Murray Party” stint Monday (26)... 
Jim Lowe gets his WCBS “Hideaway” deejay stanza extended to a solid 
five-and-a-half hours on Saturdays, starting Sept. 7... (Miss) Mickey 
V. Young named administrative to Jack L. Gross, manager of Ameri- 
can Research Bureau's N. Y. office . . . Richard L. Evans, who does 
“The Spoken Word” on CBS Radio, has his seventh collection of his 
radio essays published Sept. 18 by Harper & Bros. under the title, 
“The Everlasting Things” ... Lanny Ross returns to his WCBS mike 
this week following a three-week vacation on Cape Cod ... Grace 
Baker, secretary to Alan Courtney, NBC supervisor on the Steve Allen 
show, packing up and leaving for the Coast on Friday (30); hopes to go 
to work for NBC there . . . Lowell Thomas returns to N. Y. Sept. 2 
after a summer-long overseas junket ... WRCA WRCA-TV manager 
of news Gabe Pressman off to the Coast for two weeks, with Bill Ryan 
subbing for him on his “Shell News” strip ... Larry LeSueur and 
Bili Downs tapped by CBS Radio to handle the two new five-minute 
news strips for Miles Labs. ... Aileen Paul (Mrs. Freddie Bartholemew) 
subs for Josephine McCarthy for two weeks on “Hi Mom” on WRCA-TV 
while Miss McCarthy vacations . . . William C. Whalen named WRCA- 
TV sales facilities coordinator, replacing Stanford Levy, whose been 
upped to a salesman at the station .. . S. William Aronson upped to ad- 
ministrator in the cost control unit of ABC; he’s been director of sales 
service ,... Jack Arthur into “Indictment” on CBS Radio Sunday (1)... 
WINS deejay Zeke Manners has offered Mayor Wagner his aid in fight- 
ing juvenile delinquency by volunteering to organize other deejays to 
form youth groups throughout the city .. . Ed Wynn guests on Arnold 
Michaelis’ “Face to Face” on CBS Radio Sept. 4... Richard Lewine, 
CBS-TV exec producer, back from the Coast after huddles with Cole 
Porter, who’s doing the songs for S. J. Perelman’s “Aladdin” spec. 
Perelman accompanied Lewine on the trip ... Larry Surles moved up 
from eastern manager of NBC spot sales to the new post of manager 
of new business ... June Taylor Dancers inked for three appearances 
on the Ed Sullivan show . . . Charles Oppenheim, CBS-TV director of 
information services, back after a fortnight hiatus in Martha’s Vineyard 
and Vermont . . . CBS public affairs’ John Jefferson to Ohio for a 
three-week tour of the midwest . . . Vie Allen named business and pro- 
duction manager of CBS-TV’s new “Conquest” specials under producer 
Mike Sklar .. . Bobby Hackett returns to Mutual's “Bandstand, U. S. A.” 
on Saturday (31), ; 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Barry Wood, executive producer of NBC-TV’s “Wide Wide World,” 
picked*Ted Rogers, formerly head of film production for Dancer-Sam- 
ple-Fitzgerald in Hollywood, as his fourth producer. Others are Her- 
bert Sussan, Alan Neuman and John Goetz... Del Reisman moved up 
‘as story editor of “Playhouse 90.” He succeeds Peter Kortner, who 
will be associate producer on the CBS-TV long form drama... Allen 
Parr and Charles Straus on the mend from their ailments and due back 
at their CBS-TV desks . . . David Broekman, back among the home 
towners, believes that color will provide the impetus needed to raise 
the level of mdsic appreciation in tv . . . Frank Ross, producer and 
Phil Shuken, writer, of Joan Caulfield’s “Sally,” extended their stay in 
Cannes a month to whip up a fresh batch of scripts... Tom McDermott, 


(Continued on page 40) 
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Joe Ream Back in Harness 


Joseph H. Ream is coming out 0 
CBS as a vicepresident. 


f a five-year retirement to rejoin 


He’ll head up the CBS Inc. Washington 


office as successor to Ralph Hardy, who died last month. He makes 


his first official “reappearance” 
later this week in Colorado. 


at the CBS-TV affiliate meet 


Ream, who resigned from CBS in 1952, was exec v.p. and a mem- 


ber of the board of directors at the time. 


He had joined the web* 


as general attorney in 1934, becoming secretary in 1938, a v.p. in 
1942, a member of the board in 1945 and exec v.p. in 1947. 


He had been living in total ret 


irement in Tallahassee from the 


time he quit CBS until a year ago, when he moved to Washington 


and entered Government service a 
Security Agency. His new appo' 


s deputy director of the National 
intment is effective Sept. 16. 





CBS-TV’s Eight-Man Special Unit 
For ‘In-Depth’ News Treatments ‘stem incr 





First “special assignment unit” 
in television news, designed to 
freewheel on major stories and 
come up with “in-depth” special 
programs, has been created at 
CBS-TV. The eight-man unit is 
headed by Leslie Midgley, former 
producer on the Eric Sevareid 
“World News Roundup,” with 
Midgley’s operation assigned solely 
to come up with half-hour-or- 
longer news treatments either on 
prepared-in-advance basis or at a 
moment’s notice. 

New unit is already at work on 
two shows, “Wirtsschaftswunder,” 
the story of Germany's economic 
recovery (translation is “Economic 
Miracle”), timed to the German 
elections and set for telecast Sept. 


Booking Governors 

Rival networks seem to have 
unconsciously entered a new 
kind of talent race—for Gov- 
ernors. 

Connecticut Gov. Abe Ribi- 
coff appears Sunday (1) on 
“Alcoa Hour” with a plea for 
safe driving (he’s an advocate 
of tightened speed laws) on 
the repeat of “No License to 
Kill,” the safe-driving script. 

Now New York Gov. Averell 
Harriman is booked for the 


+ 


} 





| The television press agent (or, 
/on a more dignified level, the 
| public relations man) will come 
| into his own this coming season. 
The sweet smell of success will 
lreach its sweetest apex during 
| "57-58 in the big grab for space 
las newspaper columns — in fact 
| whole sections—open up as never 
before. 


By virtue of the fact that so much 
space will be opening up, the tv 


(and that goes for NBC, CBS and 
ABC), the major concentration will 
perforce be aimed at the “glamor 
copy,” that is, the big one-hour, 
90-minute and two-hour shows, 
with their bigtime name talent and 
production entrepreneurs. There 
will be enough ef them (100 of 
them alone at NBC) to keep the 
network boys hopping all over the 
lot. 

But because many of these 
“specials” are now attracting the 
type of name personalities (in 
talent, producers, directors and 
even writers) from other show biz 
media who have long been ac- 


4 





LOTS OF HELP 


Here's the situation in a nutshell: 





NETWORKS GET Lorillard’ Diversification Can 


Go Hang’ in Kent Switch to L&N 


| 


* Switch of P. 


Lorillard’s Kent 





| 


Kaye Makes Hay 
| If Danny Kaye and CBS had 
their way about it, the kids of 
} America would convert “trick 
| or treat” night into more bene- 
| ficial channels. 
| Motive behind the reslotting 
of the Danny Kaye “See It 
Now” global junket on behalf 
of UNICEF is an interesting 
; one. It will be slotted on the 
pre-Halloween night of Oct. 27. 
Kaye is shooting some supple- 
mentary footage—urging the 
kids to continue their deorbell 
ringing, but to collect coins 
and even dollars on behalf of 
the UNICEF organization. 








NBC Lashes Back 


At Philco, Claims 
‘t's Alla ‘Vendetta’ 


Washington, Aug. 26. 





and Newport cigaret accounts 
from Young & Rubicam to Lennen 
& Newell, which handies the “par- 
ent” Old Gold cigarets for Loril- 
lard, has, to some degree, thrown 
Madison Ave. agency second- 
guessers into something of a tizzy. 
For the switchover comes in the 
face of a general trend toward a 
diversification formula among com- 
panies ‘and this applies not only 


to cigarets) handling various 
brands 

Up until now only two com- 
panies—and these happen to be 
the biggest in cigaret volume-— 


have put their multiple-brand bill- 
ings in one agency basket. These 
are American Tobacco Co. (BBDO) 
and R. J. Reynolds (Esty). All the 
others have hopped abroad the 
diversification pattern on the 
premise that a more efficient job 
can be done by individual agency 
campaigns. Thus the Lorillard 
switch to the American Tobacco- 
Reynolds way of thinking has 
come as something of a surprise 
to agencymen in general and has 
cued the thinking: “Perhaps there's 
more method in their madness 
} than we originally thought.” 

| Aside from that, the switch from 
|Y & R to Lennen & Newell took 





same day on “CBS Radio 
Workshop” with a Labor Day 
safe-driving plea in connection 
with an original drama by 


customed to operating with their | 
own press agents, they’re already 
demanding similar attention and | 
going out on their own in acquiring | 


NBC lashed out at the Phileo | everyone by surprise, for it was 
Corp. with the charge that its re-| generally thought that Kent was 
cent protest against the license | Setting lots of effective mileage 

from the Y & R handling. Just 


15 at 5:30 to 6, and “Korea Today,” | “Workshop” producer Dee En- 


the necessary space grabbers. Be-| renewal of NBC's WRCV-TV in 


tentatively slotted for the -follow- 
ing Sunday in the same time pe-| 
riod. In addition, the special unit 
will do a 45-minute wrapup of 
Queen Elizabeth's U. S. visit the 
end of October, and will be han-| 
dling the news “specials” on Pru-} 
dential’s “The Twentieth Century.” | 
Apart fromthe planned shows, | 
the unit will be on caJl for spot} 
coverage-in-depth, as in the An-! 
drea Doria sinking last year. 

Unit comprises Midgley as pro-) 
ducer (he’s being replaced on}! 
“World News Roundup,” which is| 
being cut to 15 minutes on Sun-! 
days during the pro football sea- 
son, by Ed Hoyt, former Collier's | 

(Continued on page 42) 


Armstrong, Kodak 
Into Daytime TV 


CBS-TV racked up a trio of day- 
time “firsts” this week, signing 
Armstrong Cork and Eastman 
Kodak to their first daytime deals 
and at the same time drawing first 
sponsorship blood on the early- 
morning Jimmy Dean Show. Arm- 
strong will sponsor an alternate 
Wednesday quarter-hour of the 
Dean segment starting Oct. 9, via) 
BBD&O. 

Kodak, which for a time had} 
been looking at “Let’s Take a Trip” | 
as a possible vehicle, changed its | 
mind and instead bought an alter- | 
nate-week quarter-hour of “Beat | 
the Clock.” Kodak is “Clock’s” first | 
new client, but the daytimer re- | 
tains several of the sponsors of 
“Our Miss Brooks,” which it’s re- 
placing. Kodak deal, via J. Walter 
Thompson, starts Oct. 9 also. 


NBC Tints Up Sports 


NBC-TV is going all-out in tint- 
ing up sports this fall. With the 
World Series already scheduled as 
a part-color attraction, web last 
week firmed up colorcasts on four 
of its NCAA football telecasts, in- | 
cluding the Army-Navy game Nov. | 
30 out of Philadelphia. Other tint-| 
ers are Oklahoma-Notre Dame on 
Nov. 16 and the two Big Ten 
games to be televised Oct. 19 and | 
Nov. 2, with the actual teams not 
yet selected. 

World Series arrangement calls | 
for all the games from the Ameri- 
can League city to be colorcast, 
with those of the National League 
city also to be tinteast if the city 
is close enough to the AL locale 
to permit movement of equipment 
in time, 























[t's Tint ‘n Set, 
Much More Yet, 
For Mutual Net 


Mutual, keeping the biz kettle 
popping since the takeover by the 
Paul Roberts management group, 
has signed up additional clients, 
inking a 10-day saturation drive by 
Reader’s Digest plus two long 
range campaigns by Tint ’n Set and 
Diversified Cosmetics of America, 
the latter two accounts new to net- 
work radio. 

Reader’s Digest project calls for 
51 of Mutual’s five-minute on the 
half-hour newscasts. beginning at 
8:30 a.m. and continuing througn 
Labor Day. J. Walter Thompson is 
the agency. 

The spot tv-to-radio switch for 
Tint ’n Set and Rand’s Permanette 
will use morning and afternoon 
newscasts on MBS on a Monday- 
threugh-Friday five-per-day basis. 
In signing up with Mutual, Martin 
Himmel, prez of Dunnan and Jeff- 
rey agency, took a potshot at th¢ 

(Continued on page 42) 
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Perelman’s ‘Love 
Kicks Off TV ‘Arts’ 
S. J. Perelman will kick off CBS- 
TV’s “Seven Lively Arts” show 
Nov. 3 with his first television 
script, “The Changing Ways of 
Love,” tracing the. manners of 
love from the 1920s to the present. 








cause the networks are not 
eauipped to give them the proper 


a constant prowl for “press repre- 
sentatives,” as are the individual 
packagers of programs. 

The networks, who are already 





releases of focussing maior atten- 
tion on the “big ones,” are be- 
seeched with complaints from 
|acencies and sponsors riding with 
the so-called “bread-and-butter” 
half-hour shows (which still con- 
stitute television's major staple) 
demanding attention, and pronto, 
on their uncoming product. The 
networks framkly concede that 
they are not equipped to cope with 
the problem and welcome outside 
press agentry on the part of the 
client and the agency to get them 
off the hook. The network press 
chiefs have only one major con- 
cern: With everybody working at 
cross-purnoses, they'd be mighty 
grateful if the press agents would 
“report in” at the webs to help 
coordinate matters. 

The major tv film companies, jn 
perticular, are concerned over get- 
ting the proper breaks on their 
“held over” network showcasings, 
recognizing that, all things being 
equal, they’re bound to get the 
sluff-off treatment from the webs 
in trailblazing their half-hour 
product. As result the vidfilmeries, 
like the agency and the sponsor, 
are expanding their press-exploita- 
tion divisions, and at least two of 
the biggest companies are at the 
moment on the lookout for tov- 
| flight guys who can do a job for 
| their films in crashing the dailies 
and the Sunday supplements in the 
| maior markets around the country. 
| The tv boom in press agentry 
| began a few years back, though on 
'a minor scale, when Max Liebman 
|took on Dave Tebet, and subse- 





showing evidence in their press | 


| Philadelphia is “Philco’s most re- 


|cent maneuver in its vendetta 


attention. even the sponsors are OM | ,o,inct RCA’ and a weapon in its | annual 


| $150,000,000 antitrust suit against 
| RCA. NBC made the charge in a 
reply to the Philco protest, submit- 
ted to the FCC yesterday (Mon.). 
Charging Philco with an abuse 
|of the FCC's regulatory processes, 
RCA urged dismissal 
| protest as “sham in its entirety” 
land a “further publicity spring- 
|board to injure RCA‘and NBC.” 
The RCA brief charged that the 
| basis for Philco’s “continuing and 
| vindictive attack” on RCA is the 


latter’s refusal to grant Philco’s 
|demands for preferential treat- 
; ment in royalty payments. Brief 


stated that “Philco’s management 
is seeking a scapegoat for its own 
business deficiencies and weak- 
nesses” and that the protest is “an 
effort to divert attention from its 
admitted poor past performances.” 
Phileo, which once owned the 
station but sold it to Westinghouse, 
which in turn sold it to NBC (that 
sale, which involved a trade of 
| facilities in Cleveland, is now the 
| subject of a Government antitrust 
suit against RCA and NBC), pro- 
tested the pending renewal on the 
basis of RCA and NBC's character 
qualifications for license, undue 
concentration of control in Phila- 
delphia and the public interest. 





that Philco has no right to protest 
since it is not a party in interest 
|to the renewal under the meaning 
lof Sec. 309 (c) of the Federal Com- 
munications Act governing such 
procedure, and that the issues 
raised by Philco are unsupported 
|by fact, thus rendering the pro- 
test “fatally defective.” 


ABC-TV ‘Bowling Stars’ 








of Philco’s | 


NBC in its reply further stated | 


what induced Lorillard to give the 
|whole kaboodle (representing an 
| approximate $20,000,000 a year in 
billings) to Lennen & 
Newell is figured to be anybody's 
| guess. Nobody's saying much 
labout it 

| Some salve came to Y & R in 
ithe form of its inheritance of the 
| Beech-Nut Life Savers’ baby food 
account from Kenyon & Eckhardt. 
This, too, represents a veering 
jaway from diversification, since 
Y & R alse has Ed Noble's Beech- 
Nut biz e 


P to P’ Angling 
Dr. Salk Pickup 


“Person to Person” is angling to 
get Dr. Jonas Salk for an appear- 
| ance from his Pittsburgh home for 
| the coming season. “P to P” pro- 
|ducers John Aaron and Jesse 
| Zousmer have taked to Salk in the 
| past, but a pickup wasn't feasible 
because CBS-TV had no affiliate 
in Piti. Now that KDKA-TV is a 
fulltime Columbia outlet, Aaron 
|and Zousmer are preparing to re- 
new discussions with the eminent 
| scientist. 

| Aaron & Zousmer have already 





|} set parts of the first two shows, 
with Julie Lendon doing the kick- 
| offer from the Coast Sept. 13 and 
| Rhonda Fleming as the Coast en- 
;trant in the second show. Set 
for Oct, 4 is “P to P's” first pickup 
}from Little Rock, Ark., where Ed 
Murrow will be “yisiting” the Win- 
throp Rockefellers at their Winrock 
|Farm. Also new on the schedule 
this season will be the first remote 
from Boston, where the show will 
| be carried for the first time (via 
the new WHDH). probably with 


Perelman is already at work for | quently Frank Goodman, to extol 
CBS on the book for “Aladdin,” the | the virtues of the Liebman Produc- 
upcoming du Pont spec for which | tions: when a Bill Doll moved in 
Cole Porter is doing the score. | for Oldsmobile on its specs, when 

Perelman will not only write | CBS enlisted the outside help of 
the “Love” seript, but will appear| Bud Brandt, when a Jack Perlis 
with host John Crosby and a cast | 24-sheeted an “Omnibus,” etc. But 
of dramatic players on the kickoff | these are no longer isolated illus- 


For American Machine photographer Bradford Bachrach 


ABC-TV filled in another half-| 


wal schedule by signing American 9000 MORE IN GROSS 
BIZ FOR CBS RADIO 


Machine & Foundry to sponsor a} 
half-hour “Bowling Stars” segment | 





show. Also set for the opener by wants 
exec producer John Houseman is 
Sidney Lumet, who will direct. 


trations. Today everybody 
his own built-in press agent. 





| 


out of Chicago in the 8:30-9 p.m. 
segment. New bowling stanza will 


CBS Radio inked another $500.- 
000 in gross new business last 
| week, signing three advergisers to 





Program will take up the effects | 
on American lovemaking of such | Johnny Stearns to ABC 
diverse arts and works as the mo-| Producer-actor Johnny Stearns 
tion picture, magazines, novels, ad-| (Mary Kave & Johnpy) is exiting 
vertising and the Kinsey Report. | his longtime NBC-TV producer slot 
Films will come in for major at-|to join the American Broadcasting | 
tention, with clips of the screen's | Network as an exec producer. He'll | 
great lovers. Dramatic inserts will handle one of the hour-long musical ! 
include scenes from F. Scott Fitz- | strips being plotted by the web for | 
gerald’s “Winter Dreams” (done | a fall preem. | 
on tv last season, via CBS-TV’s; Stearns is ecvrrently vroducing 
“Playhouse 90”) and _ Clifford|‘The Arthur Murray Party” on 
Odets’ “Awake ahd Sing.” | NBC-TV. 


follow the Kaiser Aluminum-spon-| daytime sponsorship and two more 
sored “Maverick” show, giving the | to the nighttime-weekend “Impact 
web a 7 to 9 p.m. sellout. | Plan.” Daytime sponsors are Car- 

“Bowling Stars,” to be aired live|ter Products, for five 72-minute 
out of Chicago with Joe Wilson) units each alternate week for a 26- 
handling the narrating, is being! week span; Mentholatum, five of 
packaged by Mact Niesen’s Cham-|the 7!2-minute units on alternate 
pionship Productions Inc. of Chi. weeks; and Woman's Day mag, for 
It’s being coproduced by AMF. | five of the same for a single week. 
Deal is quite a sponsorship switch) ‘Impact Plan” clients are Pfizer 
for American Machine & T'oundry,| Co. for 13 segments starting Sept. 
which made its network t/ debut! 19, and Chrysler Division, for six 
as a sponsor of “Omnibus.” segments a week over four weeks. 
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26 
ild Burned Up Ov 
Writers Guild Up Over 
° > me ' | film high, with spurs a’janglin’ all 
Speculative Scripting for TV <':.ssck sitne 


WB Rolls ’Em Off 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Warner Bros. hit an alltime vid- 


rolled last week. 





Hollywood, Aug. 27. + 


Angered at speculative practices | 
in television, Writers Guild of 
America West has invoked its con- 
tractual right to call a meeting of 
the tv producers-writers coopera- 
tive committee to investigate spec 
writing. 

Guild said the “initial area of | 
complaint has to do with episodics. 
Many producers are asking for | 
complete stories in writing with- 


out an advance commitment of 
any sort. As a general rule, such 
stories are tailored to a special 
set of characters and cannot be 
marketed elsewhere if they do not 
meet the approval of the pro- 
ducer on the particular series for 
which they were designed.” 


“When such submissions are so- 
licited by the producer, the writer 
is obviously being asked to work 
primarily in the producer's inter- 
ests—and work without pay,” it 
added. WGAW said it’s not against 
voluntary submissions by a writer, 


but that it is opposed to spec writ- 
ing initiated by the producer. 
Tv-radio writers board has 
recommended to the working rules 
committee strong moves to prevent 
speculative writing. If adopted, 


the regulations would actually be a 
series of ultimatums covering pro- 
ducer-writer dealings as well as 
governing procedures on screening 
of pilot vidfilms for writers. 

Guild contends that a producer 
who seeks an idea in writing is, in 
effect, requesting an outline for 
which, by agreement, a contract- 
stipulated payment must be made. 
And producers who go further and 
ask that such ideas and premises 
contain a beginning, middle and 
end are in reality seeking to ac- 
quire a full story and payment of 
applicable contract minim is called 
for, says the Guild. 

Rules committee has hundreds of 
complaints from writers who feel 
they are virtually victims of. “com- 
pounded felony” in that not only 
is their time wasted, but their 
brains picked, without any com- 
pensation as a result of the prac- 
tices now being examined, beefs 
the guild 

A guild rule may be adopted 
whereby a report of every inter- 
view between writer and producer 
will go gn record at WGAW as a 
dossier of the producer’s methods, 
and “ideas” may be filed by writer 
with the guild. 


AAP Also Gets 
The Chiller Yen 


Associated Artists Productions, 
attempting to cilmb on the horror 
pix bandwagon paved by Screen 


Gems package of Universal shock- 
ers, has dug into its “Gold Mine 
Library” package, which has been 
around for quite awhile, coming up 
with a mystery-horror group of 52 
pix 

Titles include “The Face of Mar- 
ble,” “Revenge of the Zoinbies,” 
“The Phantom of Chinatown,” 
“Donavan's Brain,” “The Ape,” and 
“The Living Ghost,” as well as 
chiller feature series “The 


Shadow.” “Mr. Wong” and “Charlie 
Chan.” 

Stations which previously bought 
the library have put together their 
own horror, adventure, comedy 


series, according to AAP, but now 
with the resurgence of chillers, 
AAP has made a special package. 


‘Calvalcade of Theatre’ 
On Ingram, Bischoff Sked; 
Only Students as Actors 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

Jay Ingram and Sam Bischoff 
will produce a series of 26 half- 
hour vidfilms tagged, “Cavalcade 
of Theatre,” for syndication. 

Plan is to have a film star host 
the series, and casts of the seg- 
ments will be comprised entirely of 





undergrad students in drama at 
colleges and universities. Series 
will deal with the theatre begin- 
ning with the early Greek theatre, 
through Shakespeare and Moliere, 
to O'Neill 

Ingram will co-produce and 


adapt some of the plays. Negotia- 
tions are currently underway for a 
deal with indie vidfilmeries. 





wea Lensed were a “Cheyenne” seg- 

33 WB FEATRUES TO ment starring Clint Walker, with 
Leslie Martinson directing; a “Ma- 

| verick” stanza, starring James Gar- 

BRIT. TV FOR 2506 ner, with Budd Boetticher direct- 

ing; a “Sugarfoot” episode starring 

A package of 33 Warner features | wi}) Hutchins, with Edward Bernds 


NTA Into Station Ownership Field; 
Acquires 75% Stake in KMGM-TV 


+ 





4 STAR SPEEDS UP 
‘HEIDI’ VIDPIX SERI 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Producer will be named some 








| 


| 





w= tg, a phan sone — | directing; and a “Colt .45” segment 
reportedly in the caietbanteed of starring Wayde Preston, with) 
Associated Artists Productions | 
foreign topper and Lew Grade, of | 6 9 
ATV, represents one, of the biggest | 0 ll eet 
feature deals made in Britain by 
The package includes some of 
the top from the Warners library 
including “The Treasure of Sierre | 
Story of Louis Pasteur,” “Johnny | Chicago, Aug. 28. 
Belinda” and “To Have and Have With an estimated 40% of the! 
Not.” Telecasting of the pix will) potential of the Warner Bros. | 
Productions is in the midst of a! 
| two-day general sales meeting, pre- | 
TV in Ve ela | sided over by prez Eliot Hyman. | 
| $25,000,000 in gross revenues to 
j; the company, was sold in a little 
e |over a year. Recent sales of the 
es é ehJeq | library, broken down into 12 pack- 
’ | ages, indicate that more and more 
o | Stations are 
| AAP’s_ profit-participation plan, 
y4 a ern and it’s expected that the mopup 
0 program in unsold markets also 
| will fall in 
| Loosely, the plan involves two al- 
reach extravagant proportions| ternatives, one, a station paying 
with a three-bedroom house being| the agreed upon guarantee in the 
” F ; _| Share in spot revenues above a 
Feminino,” stripped daily on Ra | certain amount; two, a straight per- 
dio Caracas. centage deal between station and 
Packager of the .show, Johnny} 
Cruz, partnered with Joseph Novas,| 15 or 20% of the station’s spot 
in Laradiotel, Inc., stys Venezuelan | rth sry Fey Ane a Speen in 
tastes are very similar to popular) pa’ abies tpg 


$250,000. Deal set by Norman Katz, Franklin Adreon directing. 
a USS. outfit. | 
e 
On WB Library 
Madre,” “Anthony Adverse,” “The | 
begin this fall. |library sold, Associated Artists 
The 40%, accounting for over 
going along with 
Venezuelan ty giveaway shows) line with the plan. 
cuffoed every six months on “Club | market, also agrees to have AAP 
| AAP whereby AAP gets, let’s say, 
Sessions are being conducted by 


tv tastes in the U.S. Cruz, in New | w. Robert Rich, general sales man- 
York for confabs with execs of| ager. Among those attending are 
Television Programs of America,| Kenneth Hyman, exec v.p., Fred- 
whom he represents in Caracas,| erick Hyman, assistant treasurer, 
says that 50% of the programming} Herbert Richek, director of serv- 
on tv in Venezuela is on film. jices, Paul Kwartin, merchandising 
At this stage there are three tv;director, Jay Smolin, ad-promotion 
stations in that Latin American| director, and Don Klauber, director 
country, two commercial ones,| of station and national sales. 
Televisa, Radio Caracas, and one) 
government oo outlet, which is 
only on the air from 5 p.m. to 8 
p.m. in contrast to the full pro- 
gramming day of the commercial | 
outlets, which runs from morning, 
Ie evening hours up to mid- Princeton, N.J., has two new shows 

















Vidpix Chatter 





Public Service Network, of 








night. ; | for tv distribution, “Can We Solve 
Cruz, an American, like his part-| the Farm Problem” and “American 
ner Novas, who formerly had been) Imports,” both running 12 minutes, 
in the export division of Gillette| and sponsored by the 20th Century 
as sales advertising manager, in| Fund WGN-TV, Chicago, 
addition to being program pack-| bought AAP’s western “Gold Mine 
agers and film reps, also own a| Library,” representing the third 
ballclub there and have a newsreel! major sale of AAP product to that 
operation. Four TPA shows cur-| Station in less than a year... Ziv 
rently are playing in that country,|has teamed up with Character 
with two upcoming “New Adven-| Merchandising for manufacture 
tures of Charlie Chan” and “Mys-| 24 sale of “Highway Patrol” uni- 
tery Is My Business,” both being! forms, guns, badges, etc. Kein cur- 
dubbed in Spanish |rently is in third year production. 
ad .. |... Abby Rank, formerly with Tele- 
Creole,a subsid of Standard Oil, vision Magazine, has joined Rogers, 
is sponsoring Laradiotel’s 15-min-| Cowan & Jacobs. . 
(Continued on page 41) Jerry Franken, publicity direc- 
{tor of Television Programs of 
| America, returned from Toronto. 
WJAR FILM COUP ON |TPA prez Milton Gurdon remains 
| there few more days in connection 
with filming of “Tugboat Annie” 
EILEEN FAHEY RESCUE . . . Oliver A. Unger, exec v.p. of 
| National Telefilm Associates, due 
Providence, R. I., Aug. 27. | to return shortly from Europe . 
The news cameramen of WJAR- | P. —— pen has _ 
4 ... | newe the ouble exposure 0 
TV came up with the only news- “Highway Patrol” on WPIX . . 
reel films of the rescue of Eileen | Metro backlog is getting a big push 
Fahey, the little girl found last | rae’ San eg Mig is 
. ying in the upcoming “Thin Man’ 
Thursday (22) wedged between two series with the ballyhoo. NBC af- 
walls. Because he had the only filiate also is using filmed inter- 
portable sine-light equipment there, Pipe _ <i. oo yee 
: ; awford an yilis Kirk. - 
Frank Wildenhain was ordered | tionally, visits to Metro lot are 
close to the scene of the rescue | planned by station personalities .. . 
operation to provide additional |Shette a. to 
,|Sereen Gems director of syndica- 
na ae tt te Ft day tion Jerry Hyams, named Miss Un- 
P y ion Maid of 1957 and is making a 
garage wall. |round of public appearances on be- 
Wildenhain returned to the tv —s : 
half of N.Y.’s labor unions... 
station news room with the step- | Robert Schultz, former sales man- 
by-step procedure and some most |ager of Shamus Culhane Produc- 
unusual closeups. The films were |tions, moved over to California 
on the air a little more than one | National Productions as film serv- 
hour after the rescue was effected, | ice sales supervisor for Calnatron, 
with copies of the newsfilm made | the new kinescope service the NBC 
available to all major newsreel |subsid is offering to business . . 
companies, as well as being fed to | Allen Swift did the voice-over on 
NBC. |an animated blurb for Chiver’s Old 
Aftermath to the. exelusive on-, English Marmelade at Vernon 
air presentation was a studio in-| Lewis Productions. 
terview with an unemployed 19- 
year-old Air Force vet, Gerald 
Desroches, who initially saw the 
child. Offers of jobs poured in 


Other TV-Film News 
On Pages 31 and 41 











following the interview. 





| Tombstone, 
| editor of the Tombstone Epitaph— 


time this week for “Heidi and Her 
Friends,” a new vidpix series ac- 


quifed by Four Star Productions, | 


it’s disclosed by prexy Dick Powell. 
Powell said the three pilots 
planned will be lensed in Germany 
in September. 

Writers on the new series are 
Eugene Vale and David Dortort, 
and it’s likely one of them will be 
named producer, said Powell. Dort- 


ort is now preducing “The Rest-) 
less Gun,” the John Payne starrer | 


for NBC-TV. 

Sandy Descher will star in. the 
moppet series, and Bill Farrella 
may direct, added Powell. 


Liv ‘Tombstone 
Passes Muster 





After ABC Nix 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

Following reshooting and recast- 
ing of a pilot nixed by ABC-TV 
Ziv TV’s second pilot, called 
“Tombstone Territory,” has been 
okayed by the network and will 
be seen on ABC next season, with 
Bristol-Myers sponsoring. 

Ziv had originally lensed a pilot 
called “Town at Gunfire Pass,” 
which BM bought, but ABC termed 
“unacceptable.” As as result, pi- 
lot was recast, with Pat Conway, 
who was second lead in the first 


pilot, upped to top lead, and the | 


second pilot proved acceptable 
both to the sponsor and the net- 
work. Pilot was directed by Eddie 
Davis. 

Conway plays role of a sheriff of 
while the crusading 


originally the lead character—is 
now relegated to a secondary role. 
Series will on Wednesday 
nights following “Disneyland.” 


NEW FLAMINGO 
SETUP FINALIZED 


The acquisition of distribution 
rights to Flamingo Films’ propev- 
ties by a new telefilm sales com- 
pany, headed hy Herman Rush, 
formerly sales v.p. of Official 
Films, and Ira Gottlieb, Flamingo 
Films sales manager, has tran- 
spired. The new company is called 
Flamingo Telefilm Sales, 

On a national level, Flamingo 
Telefilms has been appointed sales 
agents for the “O.S.S.” series, set 
for ABC-TV in the fall, with Men- 
non Co, picking up the tab; and 
the “Superman” series also to be 
se@ on ABC-TV and sponsored by 
Kellogg. 

The new firm’s syndicated sales 
catalog will include: “The Coun- 





-|try Show,” recently renewed by 


Pillsbury Mills in 30 markets for 
a third year; “Cowboy-G-Men,” 


-|“The Beulah Show,” “Top Secret,” 


“Superman” cartoons, telecomics, 
and a feature library. 

Flamingo Telefilm Sales plans to 
establish field offices in Los An- 
geles, Chicago, Philadelphia and 
Atlanta. Negotiations currently 
are going on for additional syndi- 
cated shows, as well as possible 
co-production deals in England. 


Lindsley Parsons Rolls 
With 4 New Pilots 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Parsons Productions, which is 
doing “The Gray Ghost” for CBS 
Film Sales, now in syndication, is 
working on four pilot films. 





-| Lindsley Parsons, head of the firm 


and producer, says the four 


projects are in the scripting stage, | 


with CBS getting first refusal. 
Parsons, who also produced the 
motion picture “Portland Expose,” 
for Allied Artists release, has set 
Jack DeWitt as story supervisor 
for the “Ghost” series. Dewitt did 
the “Portland Expose” _ script. 


+ National Telefilm Associates has 


purchased controlling interest in 
KMGM-TV, Minneapolis, marking 
NTA’s entrance into the tv station 
| ownership field. 

| Under terms of the deal, subject 
| to Federal Communications Com- 
mission approval, NTA acquires 
75% of the stock of United Tele- 
vision, Inc., present owner and op- 
erators. Loew’s, Inc., retains a 25% 
ownership in the station, a stock 
interest acquired when the indie 
|Minneapolis outlet, which was 
|}helmed by Sy Weintraub, pur- 
chased the Metro library and 
changed its call letters from KEYD- 
|TV to KMGM-TV. Purchase price 
|reported is about $800,000. 

NTA, which has been expanding 

on many fronts, getting the distri- 
| bution rights to 20th-Fox pix, or- 
ganizing the NTA Film Network, 
in which 20th-Fox has a 50% in- 
terest, plunging into production of 
| pilot ‘telefilms and gaining in the 
| syndication field, plans to expand 
| its station holdings to the full quota 
authorized by the FCC. It’s known 
|} negotiations also have been going 
j on for KTVR, Deuver, another 
| Station which acquired the Metro 
| TV library in which Loew’s has an 
| option to purchase a 25% interest. 
| KMGM will operate under a 
completely autonomous company, 
under the umbrella of a new core 
| poration to be formed to handle 
| NTA’s broadcasting activities. Ted 
Cott, formerly tepper at WABD, 
N.Y., who moved over to NTA, 
figured importantly in the nego- 
tiations. Others taking part in- 
cluded Ely A. Landau, NTA prez, 
Edythe Rein, for NTA and Thomas 
P. Johnson, George W. Eby and 
Weintraub for United Television. 

Ironic twist in the deal is that 
NTA and Metro TV, competitive in 
selling features to stations, will find 
themselves partners in the KMGM- 
TV enterprise. Also in the back- 
ground will be 20th-Fox, partnered 
with NTA, in the film network, but 
the latter is an arm’s length re- 
lationship with the station. 


Dahlman Peddles 
10 Barter Shows 


| A tour of eastern and midwestern 
| markets is being conducted by L. J. 
| Dahlman, prez of Television Clears 
| ing House, Inc., which has a packe 
| age of 10 live shows for barter 
| deals. Among the shows Dahlman 
| will have available are “Win the 
| World,” “Happy-Go-Lucky” and 
“My Child Has Talent,” contracted 
| for by TCH from indie packagers, 
| and “Stars in the Street” and “City 
| at Midnight,” both owned by TCH. 
| Under TCH’s plan, production 
| will be in the hands of local sta- 
| tions, except that weekly scripts 
| will be furnished by TCH. In addi- 
tion TCH supplies specifications for 
set designs and various physical 
| production aids. In return for its 
| services, TCH will get what it calls 
“trade-outs” of pre-emptible time 
which it will offer to a long list of 
manufacturers. These spots, how- 
| ever, will not be on the TCH pro- 
| grams, but elsewhere on the sta- 
| tion’s schedule. 
| Dahlman’s tour will take him to 
Scranton, Steubenville, Wilkes 
| Barre, Pittsburgh, Easton, Cincin- 
| nati and Dayton. 














| Meanwhile, TCH has organized a 


| subsid, Mutual Television Purchas- 
| ing Corp. for the purpose’ of acting 
las resident buyers in New York 
| and Hollywood of electronic equip- 
| ment, lighting apparatus, sets, of- 
fice furniture and other physical 
aids needed by tv stations. Jack 
Raskin, John Gillen, Constance 
James and Irene Daker have been 
|assigned to visit stations during 
the next 10 weeks to explain the 





| operations of MTPC. 


ALAN KING’S SPEC 
FOR GRANADA TV 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 

Comic Alan King, who’s been 
featured in unit accompanying 
Judy Garland on her tour, has been 
inked by Granada TV to star in the 
first hour-long spec to be staged 
for British video, Sept. 13. 

He leaves for England Sept. 1, 
to start rehearsals. 
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...a NeW, lI © musical 
program on American Radio 





The hottest new selling voice in radio today belongs to Herb 
Oscar Anderson. 

Starting Monday, Sept. 2, the American Broadcasting Network 
will present the new, live Herb Oscar Anderson Show five times 
a week, 10 to 11 A.M. 

His show is live music— because survey after survey shows 
that this kind of lively entertainment is what the American 
housewife wants.* 

Herb Oscar Anderson brings to American Radio a magnetic 
personality and a proven record of sales success in the Minne- 
apolis and New York markets. Now he goes coast to coast on 
American. With him each morning is singer Carole Bennett 
(live), baritone Don Rondo (live), The Satisfiers (live) and Ralph 
Herman’s Orchestra (live). This is live, fun American Radio. 

The pre-tested Herb Oscar Anderson show has pace and 
atmosphere —set to music the way the on-the-go American 
housewife prefers it. 


*RAB study of Radio and Housewives, March 1957 
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Anderson Show 


...pre-tested for. 


audience and sales results 


WDGY-MINNEAPOLIS WABC-NEW YORK 
PULSE survey, 6-9 A.M. weekdays PULSE survey, 6-9 A.M. weekdays 


1956 1957 


— -379% — 20% 
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VARIETY - ARB City-By-City Syndicated Film Chart 





VARIETY’S weekly chart of city-by-city ratings of syndicated and na 
tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities reported by American Research Bur- 
eau on a monthly basis. Cities will be rotated each week, with the 10 top- 
rated film shows listed in each case, and their competition shown opposite. 
All ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. 


This VARIETY chart represents a gathering of all pertinent- informa- 
tion about fiim in each market, which can be used by distributors, agencies, 
stations and clients as an aid in determining the effectiveness of a filmed 
show in the specific market. Attention should be paid to time—day and 





time factors, since sets-in-use and audience composition vary according to 
time slot, i.e., a Saturday afternoon children’s show, with a low rating, may 
have a large share and an audience composed largely of children, with cor- 
responding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market. Abbre- 
viations and symbols are as follows: (Adv), adventure; (Ch), children’s; 
(Co), comedy; (Dr), drama; (Doc), documentary; (Mus), musical; 
(Myst), mystery; (Q), quis; (Sp), sports; (W), western; (Wom), 
women’s. Numbered symbols next to station call leiters represent the sta- 
tion’s channel; ail channels above 13 are UHF. Those ad agencies listed as 
distributors rep the national sponsor from whom the film is aired. 




















TOP 10 PROGRAMS DAY AND JULY SHARE SETS IN TOP COMPETING PROGRAM 
AND TYPE STATION DisTRIB. TIME RATING (%) USE PROGRAM STA. RATING 
BOSTON Approx. Set Count—1,400,000 , Stations—WBZ (4), WNAC (7) 
1. Death Valley Days (W) ...... , | ee | are Fri. 10:30-11:00 ie ares ws.9 Sia tivas és 32.1| Big Playback ....... ee AL, ee 7.2 
S. Sbatie GP Gee... ss. seeseras eee a eee Tues. 10:30-11:00 ere kee Se aad couse 34.7 | Secret Journal .........000- WG? akeae 16.0 
3. Federal Men (Myst) ........ (are eee Tues. 7:30-8:00 ... cece eae kerr 27.8 | Political i+ wemthale.s esas StI. «i awess 9.6 
3. Secret Journal (Dr) ........ WHAC. . 00.3... MICA....2.: yagnss SUOR. ICDS EOO wicca | er, - ere Bll Ue eee Pe a Deen Wiectees 17.1 
3. Star Performance (Dr) ......WBZ........+.. Ro 6igin:3'6 wae Sun. 210:004100 .¢ccee: ee? = ewe Stk ae eee beh ce atwa<es 15.7 
4. State Trooper (Adv) ........ pS i er TEs ¥ sitdne Woe ed'¢ Sun. 10:30-11:00 ........ BBS . 00000008 ee ecee 35.4 | Star Performance ......... CS be ae aendra 16.0 
5. Whiriybirds (Adv) ....... Sere Sees Sn tB Rese ces Tate. TAS-TSO cv sctteds: IGA. ccccccee 75.1....e+++. 20.5 | Yankee News; Weather ....WNAC ....... 5.4 
6. Waterfront (Adv) ........... Wty cnesdes ARs als 10 « dper a, Fate + iets bees 168 . cigacvos DE tr000 08% 25.5 | Judge Roy Bean ........... ee 9.3 
7. Combat Sergeant (Adv) ..... WIRES. « cecseds EP Sat. 8:30-6:00 ....c0es% GS. ovaes cue Be Gecwe one 41.9 | Julius La Rosa ............ Ty 
8. Highway Patrol (Adv) .......WBZ........... ee Wed. 10:30-11:00 ....... TRE aes Tek, J Aa o9 00a 39.0 | 20th Century-Fox .......... WBC vicnci 22.9 
9. Count of Monte Cristo (Adv) .WNAC......... RES Re Tues. 8:30-9:00 ......... Sk ees >) ere GRD TS on. cs coerce parsed: Ee QeeuecnteD 
10. Superman (Adv) ............ WAS. sis cods's Flamingo.......:. 7 a. ee Cy oe re GED. <vics --. 20.8| Boston Movietone ......... pea ae 7.0 
WASHINGTON Approx. Set Count—800,000 Stations—WRC (4), WTTG (5), WMAL (7), WTOP (9) 
1. Highway Patroi (Adv) .......WTOP......... Bes cke ine ose’ Sk, Fe os. okra oks |S a Sa Te le ar 24.3 ) Bowl The Champ .......... a eae 3.6 
2. Silent Service (Adv) ........ WE oc csvese ere Tues. 10:30-11:00 ...... DBiccddviee ic vanestt eee ee eS WME dnnsue 13.1 
3. Science Fiction Theatre (Adv) WMAL......... | re eee Se ee Ws dveseena OEM: oWacow oc 28.3 | Meet The Press ........00. Pat “doce ome 9.2 
4. Golden Playhouse (Dr) ...... WC. . ..00c cee CONG. . cc ccce. ss Sm. 10:00-11:00 Des 0200 0aa SRR 52.2 | What’s My Line....... are Fr Rar 30.1 
5. Lone Wolf (Myst) 5a dE wens areas PRs whe devds-ete Tues, 10:30-11:00 ..... OEE: kcenaeee rae 40.3 | Silent Service ....... cee: ERG -sheewe 14.4 
6. Men of Annapolis (Adv) .....WTOP......... Dc cetteawewsees a SS ee | ee = — ee I BL ciasinn S. 6% 8.6 

Studio One 

9. Sherif? of Cochion CP 2.060. WRC... cccaees. Dé weeks 6 ae ood Mon. 10:30-11:00 ....... O3..desbee > Sade whe aul 45.3 Summer Theatre ....... WE S600 os 26.1 
8. My Little Margie (Co) ....... WIP «votes ESS 6 oeties es Sun. 4:00-4:30 ........- G2.  chaeaes rr 19.2 | American Forum .......... aa 3.9 
9. Superman (Adv) ............ ae Flamingo,........ 4, 3) ee Fey) ES re 26.2} Men of Annapolis ......... WEE becece 9.7 
10. Vietory At Sea (Doc) ........ ee eee Sun. 10:30-11:00 ........ S.3. idcaoewe ae 52.2 | What’s My Line ........... La 30.1 








MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL Approx. Set Count—515,000 


Stations—WCCO (4), KSTP (5), KMGM (9), WTCN (11) 























1. Sheriff of Cochise (W) ....... Dx ca eared WA. cc cccccccect s St. Pae-1000 Po CO ee ae ae 36.7 ; Adventure Theatre ......... oe i See 45 
2. State Trooper (Adv) ........ PEN «00 co anens |! er Peer ee Tues. 9:30-10:00 ‘gs OD. ole cs ebro 3} SA Pe oe a ee ees eee WECD se senes 13.1 
3. Highway Patrol (Adv) ....... se? Pep es Pee Theat, Bwe-Ri Ge. .. sco sR cow scaes? Oe ee 29.8 | Hollywood Playhouse ....... Ee Sitenees 8.7 
4. City Detective (Myst) ........ a oe Se Fri. 10:30-11:00 ....... 8 pre ae is ases hed 32.9 | MGM Time; Big Movie ....KMGM ...... 10.5 
5. O. Henry Playhouse (Or) ....KSTP.......... Gross-Krasne......Sun. 9:30-10:00 ..........13.8....0006. 8 Ser 50.5 | What’s My Line ........... WE chend« 25.2 
6. Soldiers of Fortune (Adv) ...WCCO......... aa ee Sun. 5:00-5:30 ......... i a a ae 21.8 | Meet The Press ............ dita oe 6.6 
7. Racket Squad (Myst) ....... BSTR......0800 i ee eee EES. vince 350% dns cane ee 27.2 | Early Movie ..........0.08» WHOS cwecces 6.3 
8. Secret Journal (Dr) ........ e620 eness DN wendhdedoeas Fri. 7:30-8:00 6d 54s Dew eseee NE eo ee eet ee eae os ak Ss 8.0 
9S. Stadio SF Ge) «i cccccccadaas PE coc0ckuws hE Tae Wed. 9:30-10:00 ...... ' ss ey eae ee 41.1 | Red Owl Theatre .......... KMGM ...... 16.3 
10. Superman (Adv) ....ccccccecs ee Flamingo........ Sun. 4:30-5:00 oS oe aS See Ne EP ane a hy Baty. dy a 5.2 
SEATTLE-TACOMA Approx. Set Count—500,000 Stations—KOMO (4), KING (5), KTNT (11), KTVW (13) 
1. Search For Adventure (Adv) ..KING ........ Bagnall....... Wed. 7:00-7:30 ee. ae van | are 51.0 | Masquerade Party ......... BORO ccicess 8.5 
2. Death Valley Days (W) ...... oo. ae re Thurs. 8:00-8:30 ...... oe re ee GeEtivdéeccs 57.4 Climax ED eee EERE ee dhven 16.7 
3. Sheriff of Cochise (W) ...... | ee 8 a ere Mon. 7:00-7:30 ........ Aer Of ae 43.9 | Those Whiting Girls ....... os aa 9.2 
4. Silent Service (Adv) ........ ee aE rE Wed. 7:30-8:00 ....... 3 ee eee CO a Father Knows Best ......... 4 a ee 19.0 
5. Whirlybirds (Ady) ee - ee, | ll. 1 i ae 7 a ee 58.4 Baayheuse G6... dwacsecess yo i Se 23.5 
6. Highway Patrol (Adv) ...... BND. 6 cesgce. ee ees Thurs. 7:00-7:30 ka Ne UNE S664 ete a 46.1 Bob Cummings ............ Beee chaweds 17.6 
7. Superman (Adv) ......... pots s08005 5s Flamingo........ Tues. 6:00-6:30 yt or 4% 53.6......... 33.2 | Deadline noth s sobewgt pe re 9.8 
S. Code 3 (ROW) 2.5 Oe swst es CU 6 i e%s SS eer Sun. 10:00-10:30 re | 8 a er 40.2 | Sunday News Special ...... oo. On 13.3 
el ie aa ae 10.2 
®. Men of Annapolis (Adv) ...... WO. cceuces Dt. . caeeet isdn’ Pri: 9:06-6:00 ooo. c ee 169 . cctweur> 96:35 eresas. 40.6 | Waterfremtt «<i asvuswsvcves Se 16.7 
10. Waterfront (Ady) ............ BREE: vs wenen's Ms cscdcvees Fri. 9:00-9:30 ee oe  ! eae 49.5 'Men of Annapolis ......... ro | re 16.9 
COLUMBUS Approx. Set Count—357,000 Stations—WLW-C. (4), WTVN (6), WBNS (10) 
1. Highway Patrol (Adv) ........WBNS......... SP ee Tues. 9:30-10:00 oer IS o-aathcations 53.4 | Little Theatre . ......,002.- WIS 0S coce 71 
2. Last of the Mohicans (W) ....WBNS......... Se eer Sat. 9:30-10:00 Se EP ee ees 8 Pe 46.1 | 9 O’Clock Theatre ......... is) Sree 7.6 
8. Sheriff of Cochise (W) ....... WEE iencwade ot Aa ae Sat. 10:00-10:30 < o's: cres 0 beeen ae 44.3 | Midwestern Hayride ....... if % 2 + ae 8.4 
4. Frontier Doctor (W) ......... 0. See es Fri. 9:30-10:00 ...... Be tuneees.s i 44.9 | Pantomime Quiz ........... WED Secscss 12.5 
5. Death Valley Days (W) ...... WP. stenoses a Se Sun, 8:30-9:00 0 A's Gave ns _ oe ee 434 } Algos Hour... Fs. ose ee Wit 0.00 13.0 
Studio One 
6. State Trooper (Adv) ........ . 5) a ees ae Mon. 9:30-10:00 « EES sow 6d aT 5's caolbun 58.4 Summer Theatre ......... Wee Beswees 26.3 
9. Cole SB GR ciiivowas cokes , ot 2 ee re Se <= Mon. 10:00-10:30 i See ee errs: 44.1 | New8—Chet Long ......... WBNS .....-.185 
Soldiers of Fortune ...... WENS .......11.1 
8. Man Behind the Badge (Mys).. WLW-C........ ke ae Tues. 10:00-10:30 Pee MRD: DAsebiwe 40.7 | News—Chet Long ......... Wee ic0ctec® 
9. Federal Men (Myst) ee Cae WE. 000008 Ee eee Thurs. 10:00-10:30 Be <Ccacady MEN ohh ieeax 40.1 | News—Chet Long ......... WBNS ...<...192 
SOT .. 505%s cbamanniee WEG «cases. ee 
9. Martin Kane (Myst) ......... rere? cee ey a Wed. 10:15-10:45 aS ky » SRD ee xc chai WLW-C .....- 10.4 
. | Father Knows Best...... WLW-C ......12.5 
10. Waterfront (Adv) ........... ee NK; 055 eae Fri. 10:30-11:00 ....... Se weswmeat Se < oe eSe en Bee Tae 8 GONE, .060ssu00<ea0 WRU seeunss 9.5 
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‘FAT CAT’ STA 








Desilu Lot Grinds ‘Em Out 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 


Desilu Productions lensed 20 half-hour vidpix segments last 
week, unquestionably a record figure for any single telefilmery 
in a week's span. Not all of the series involved were Desilu prop- 
erties, some such as the Danny Thomas show merely using Desilu 
facilities but the Desi Arnaz-Lucille Ball company is handling pro- 
duction on all of the series involved. 

Boom in production has stretched the Desilu home base—Motion 
Picture Centre—way beyond capacity, and space is being rented 
at RKO Gower, RKO Pathe and Paramount Sunset to take care of 


all the production: 


Lensed last week by Desilu are two “Meet McGraw” vidpix; one 
“Date With the Angels”; two “The Sheriff of Cochise”; one Danny 
Thomas show; one Eve Arden show; two “Wyatt Earp”; one “De- 
cember Bride”; two “The Lineup”; one “The Real McCoys”; two 
“Jim Bowie”; two “The Californian’; one The Walter Winchell File, 


and two “Official Detective.” 


Vidfilmery is also prepping the second Bali-Arnaz hour-long show 
for next season. First has been filmed. 





Note to U.S. 





Syndicators: Aussie 


TV Dollars Now Made Available 





Sydney, Aug. 27. 

Following inside political pres- 
sure, agreement has been reached 
between Aussie Treasury official’ 
and television commercial station 
operators covering the availability 
of dollars for the purchase of top- 
grade tv programs in the U.S. 

This week the Exchange control 
authority announced a new policy 
on dollar spending following a 
governmental review of the local tv 

. Scene. 

A government spokeSman said 
tv companies could new use foreign 
exchange to meet all reasonable 
program requirements. 

Current restrictions on each li- 
censed tv station presently are: 

A maximum 60,000 pounds a year 
expenditure for foreign films, 
meaning those mainly from the 
US. 


No more than 40,000 pounds of 
the 60,000 pounds may be spent 
in dollar countries. 

Government spokesman added 
that organizations would not be 
permitted to build up “unneces- 
sarily large” stocks of imported 
films. 

Government has also agreed to 
allow organizations other than li- 
censed tv stations to import pro 
grams for the first time. 

There is a general air of satis- 
faction in homebrew tv circles 
over the government’s dollar 
change of heart. Opinion is that 
the added coin will see an influx 
of highgrade shows for the local 
tv loops and thus create wider 
audiences in the keyers. Antiquated 
celluloid has hamstrung the Aussie 
tv commercial station operators 
to a marked extent. 

It may be assumed that the U.S. 
will secure the major portion of 
dollar allocation as the Aussie tv 
operators swing into the market 
= shows carring the tag of Uncle 

am. 


On ‘Catholic Hour’ 

Four half-hour programs are 
being filmed on location in Rome, 
with the cooperation of the Vatican 
for presentation on the “Catholic 
Hour” television program next 
January. 

The venture, jointly revealed by 
the National Council of Catholic 
Men’ and NBC_was described as 
the biggest single project under- 
taken by “Catholic Hour” in its six 
years on video. “Catholic Hour,” 
produced by the NCCM, is carried 
by more than 160 stations of the 
NBC web: 

Scripts for the Rome series were 
written by Paul Horgan, author 
and Pulitzer Prize winner. Key 
personnel of the NCCM and NBC 
are in the Eternal City for the 
filmed project. Purpose is “to show 
the continuing significance of 
Rome and the Papacy in the history 
of Christianity and western civili- 
zation, and the contemporary im- 
portance of the Vatican in world 
affairs,” according to NCCM Ex- 
ecutive Director Martin H. Work. 





s 
° 





Hi-Jinxed 
Official Films prez Hal 
Hackett planed out during the 


day a week ago Monday (19) 
to London, to confer with pro- 
ducer nah Weinstein over 
curre#t and upcoming shows. 


Miss Weinstein arrived at 
Idlewild the same night, to 
talk to Hackett about the same 
thing. 


Gould's ‘Telefilm 
Recording’ Saving 





In Shooting Coms 


j 
| 
| 
j 





TUS OF VIDPIX 





BUT ‘57-58 MAY 
BRING CHANGES 


Vidpixers, both in telefilm and 
feature syndication, with a grow- 
ing stake in the medium, as film 
becomes more firmly entrenched 
as the basis of most local opera- 
tions throughout the country, are 
looking to the new fall season for 
answers spanning the areas of new 
programming trends to the possi- 
bility of the disputed “soft” net- 
work market hitting the syndica- 
tion field. 

Despite the many disappoint- 
ments on the national level, the 
failure of many telefilm outfits to 
sell pilots, syndication is approach- 
ing the fall season as a “fat cat,” 
compared to a year or more ago. 
And struggling to retain that 
status, they will be watching the 
fall season for the following signs: 

1. Within the limited range of 
syndication product, mostly action- 
adventure, which new strain will 
prove most successful audience- 
wise? Last season, it was above 
the air “Whirlybirds” and under- 
the-water “Silent Service” which 
created some noise among the late 
entries. Among the current west- 
erns being offered for the new sea- 
son will the rating glory go to “26 
Men,” “Grey Ghost,” or “Boots 
and Saddles?” In many instances, 
it’s argued thet the ratings are not 
governed by the quality of the 
show, but the time it’s slotted. Be 
that as it may, the advertiser, the 
station and the syndicator him- 
self, buys the rating when plan- 
ning for a new show. 

2. What about the features? Has 
it been a May-December Femenee, | 
with the public initially excited at 
getting old pix on a new medium! 
free, only to cool off when the 
novelty is gone? The pro-feature 
crowd respond with a resounding 
no, contending that feature enter- 
tainment is proven programming | 











| 
' 


New technique of producing |that did get an audience, that is 
commercials, employing what inj/and will continue to garner audi- 
effect is an “original kinescope” |ences—providing, of course, that : 
equal in end quality to regular film |the picture is good. That tagline | Subleasing the feature package. 


but also resulting in savings of 30 | brings up the problem which will| WAT 


to 35%, has been developed by 
George Gould, head of Telestudios 
Inc. in New York. Gould has al- 
ready shot commercials for Hoover 
and Vick Chemical for Leo Bur- 
nett and Morse International utiliz- 
ing the system and has more 
orders in negotiation. 

Gould calls the system “35m 
telefilm recording,” the term “tele- 
film” applied to the use of elec- 
tronic or kinescope recording. But 
the poor quality of kinescopes in 
the past, according to Gould, is at- 
tributable to the fact that they’re 
always been taken off live shows 
prepared for live broadcast. Secret 
of achieving quality in his new 
system, Gould states, is that the 
production and shooting is not 
done for live broadcast, but for 
film recording only. 


Consequently, the lighting and) 


video controls are operated to at- 
tain a maximum of quality in the 
recording, rather than for live 
transmission as is the case with 
(Continued on page 41) 


Happy Metro Returns 
For Miami’s WCKT 


Miami, Aug. 27. 

WCKT, which has been prograim- 
ming some of its top Metro fea- 
tures Sunday nights beginning at 
9:30, shows an American Research 
Bureau rating of 30.2 for the July 
rating Week of MGM Theatre. ‘The 
30.2 compares with the 13.3 rating 
for the WTVJ lineup, running from 
9:30 to midnight. “What's My 
Line” from 9:30 to 10 draws a neat 
29.5, but July ARB ratings show a 
dip for WTVJ’s opposing feature. 

WCTK, which has midday 
movie starting at noon and another 
feature scheduled cross the board 
from 5 to 6:45 p.m., shows a July 
ARB of 62.2 from noon to 6 p.m., 
compared to 33.7 for WTVJ for the 
same period. But from sign-on to 
signoff, WTVJ edges out WCKT 
53.5 to 41.6, according to July ARB 
ra 





grow more pressing in years to) 
come, when the pre-'48 theatricals | 
are played out, and more up-to-| 
date cinematics, not nearly as. 
plentiful as the pre-'48 backlog, | 
will be needed, with a residual 
formula to pay. And in order to 
keep their pictures “good,” many | 
stations in self protection have | 
paid and probably will continue | 
to pay hefty coin for new pack-| 
ages, giving the top pix play dur-| 
ing their best feature show and 
telecasting the “leaders” during | 
rating week. Without the neice | 
and excitement that attended the 
influx of theatricals last season on | 
the market, will the features con- 
tinue to show rating strength? 

3. Syndicators, too, will be 
watching the performance of: new 
network shows very carefully for 
a number of reasons. One, with 
the networks going in heavily for 
“bread and butter” programming, 
in competitive markets it will be 
a network western pitted against 
a syndicated western, the same 
true right down the action-adven- 
ture line. Two, telefilm outfits ex- 
pect a lot of network casualties 
and many telefilm houses have a 


(Continued on page 41) 


‘Showbiz Japan’ 

Producer Steve Parker plans 
to do a 90-minute filmed spec, 
titled “Showbusiness Japan,” 
with Gene Kelly, acting as host, 
as well as directing. To be shot 
on location, Parker says he'll 
get the project rolling by mid- 
dle November, adding that he 
has a handshake deal with 
NBC-TV for telecasting in the 





fall of 1958. Cost of the color jatricals and is negotiating for 
project is estimated at other pix. 
$300,000 


Parker recently completed 
two documentaries, sponsored 
by the Japanese government, 
for theatrical release in the 
U.S. Regarding the “Show- 
business Japan” project, 


Parker says he plans to use 
some of the footage for a fea- 





ture he plans with Gene Kelly, 
titied “An American in Japan.” 


WATV 


- 


Duram Warns of Saddling Clients 
With Rising Cost of Vidfim Prod. 





New Shows ‘Psyched’ 


RKO Teleradio in prepping 
presentations on new shows is 
researching the public's un- 
conscious, as well as ratings, 
etc. For its “El Coyote” pres- 
entation, it called in the Social 
ReseaYfth Institute of Chicago, 
which did a survey based on 
characters and plots to find 
out psychological reactions to 
the proposed western. 

RKO and producer Ken 
Murray made some changes on 
basis of the findings. 


TV Wants Out. 
On Feature Pix; 
Dickers Selloff 


WATV, N. J., which joined New 
York’s competitive first-run feature 
sweepstakes with its multi-run “All 
Star Movie” last season, appears to 
be giving up its feature program- 
ming and turning to foreign lan- 
guage programming instead. 

The station, which was up for 
sale a few months ago, has been 
approaching other tv outlets in the 








New York market, seeking to sell | 


off its latest package of 85 theatri- 


|eals, mainly 26.h-Fox pix, bought | items, 


from National Telefilm Associ- 


takers. WATV committed itseif to 
time of the deal. 

Going foreign language proba- 
bly hinges on WATV’s success in 


V, reportedly currently losing 
from $20,000 to $30,000 weekly, 
hasn’t been as successful as WOR- 
TV with its multi-run “Million Dol- 
lar Movie.” 

Currently foreign language tele- 
casts are limited to Saturday and 
Sunday mornings, with other shows 
in English oriented to special mi- 
nority groups in New York, Polish, 
Ukrainian, Greek, Spanish, Italian, 
Jewish and Negro. It’s understood 
producers of the aforementioned 
special appeal shows have been 
dickering with management for the 
switchover, promising guaranteed 
sponsors with the change. 


WTOP-TV Cuts Healthy 
Rating Melon on Features 


Washington, Aug. 27. 
WTOP-TV, which has been pur- | 
chasing a cross-section of all the 
major feature packages, is finding | 
that its Early Show 
Show is garnering some nifty rat- 
ings. 
According to the regular Ameri- 





** 


and Late | 
|gram procurement post winds up 


Unless ““ llywood’s film  pro- 
ducers assii.e more of the risks 
in the production of telefilms, the 
major advertisers in the medium 
will be forced to return to live 
sponsorship. So warns Art Dur- 
am, veepee of radio-tv for the 
Fuller & Smith & Ross agency in 
New York. 

There are other factors begin- 
ning to mitigate against film too, 
Duram observes, but the key to 
the problem is the question of ris- 
ing costs in film production which 
are passed along to the sponsor by 
the producer. Duram. has particu- 
lar reference to “industry-wide” 
cost increases, ranging from in- 
creased costs for stage rentals, set 
construction and even raw stock 
for which producers are tapping 
the sponsors. 

“The practice has become an em- 
barrassing one and a dangerous 
one for agencies. We can't come to 
the client in mid-season with a 
bill for thousands of dollars and 
tell him it’s a result of increased 
costs that weren't foreseen at the 
time we signed the contract. He'll 
think we were careless. We don’t 
object to absorbing the increases 
for unions, guilds and crafts, be- 
cause they are fairly predictable 
and can be figured in a budget. 
But the ‘pass-along’ provisions for 
‘industry-wide’ increases mean we 
can't even pin down a reliable 
budget for a show. We feel that 
the producer has to share some of 
the risks.” 

Duram contrasts the uncertain- 
ties of the film situation with live 
| Programming, where if there are 
cost increases in below-the-line 
the networks absorb the 
costs. “If the Rockefellers decide 





jates. So far, there have been no | to raise NBC’s rent, NBC doesn't 


charge off the difference to us,” he 


|pay about $12,500 per pic at the | observes. “Live dramatic program- 


|ming has never been profitable for 
|the networks,” he points out. 
| Duram intends to press the is- 
| Sue before the radio-tv committee 
|of the American Assn. of Adver- 
| tising Agencies, and will ask a poll 
| of the’ membership so that the 
|AAAA can take a stand on the 
|}matter of “industry-wide” cost in- 
creases. He feels that the pass- 
along practice on increased costs 
for wnions, crafts and guilds is justi- 
(Continued on page 41) 


Henry White's SG 
Program Status 


Henry White, director of adver- 
|tising and promotion for “Screen 
Gems for the past two and a half 
years, has been named to the new 
post of director of program pro- 
curement for the Columbia Pic- 
tures subsidiary. White, who'll con- 
tinue to headquarter in New York, 
will retain his ad-promotion chores 
while handling his new job. 
Appointment of White to the pro- 





Screen Gems’ program develop- 
ment personnel expansion. Unit is 
now a six-man operation, with 


can Research Bureau rating for Doug Whitney as v.p. in charge of 
July, for example, the Late show | programming, William Sackheim 
hit a 7.5 average, as against a 2.6/as director of program develop- 
for WRC-TV, a 2.3 for WMAL-TV | ment and Bill Froug and Winston 


and a 0.9 for WTTG. While a 7.5) 
ARB average, compared to some | 
feature ratings in other markets | 
for similar slotted fare, is not re- 
markable, it tops the combined! 
ratings of the other three stations | 
for the period. 

Recently, the station bought 
United Artists TV's new package 
of 52 and 96 first-run Warner the- 





Sher’s Filmcraft Slot 
Holiywood, Aug. 27. 

David Sher has joined Filmcraft 
to head tv outfit’s sales division. He 
also will be in charge of new pro- 
gram development. 

Sher previously was with Wil- 
_ Morris and Louis Shurr agen- | 
cies. 








O'Keefe as producers for the pro- 
gram development unit, al! on the 
Coast, and Steve Krantz and White 
in New York, former as director of 
program development. 


Eva Wolas Quits Wyman 
Series After Six Weeks 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Eva Wolas has resigned as pro- 
ducer of the Jane Wyman vidpix 
series after a difference of opinion 
over the meaning of the word pro- 





ducer. With company six weeks, 
she will receive credit for two 
shows. She formerly produced 


“Playhouse 90” telepic for Screen 
Gems. Prior to that she was story 
editor for “Climax,” “Danger” and 
“Suspense.” 
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You have to ask to be remembered! 
Not just once a week or once a month but as many times per prospect per week 
as you can aflord. And for low-cost, working frequency today, CBS Radio daytime drama 
is the place. to be. With sponsorship of five program units you can reac ‘ha listener 
over three times a week for 1 ofa penny, with solid commercial-minute impres- 
sions each time ... 20.7 million ih impressions every week. And pecause nobody 
tunes in serial drama for “background,” you reach listeners who are listening. 


They’re the best kind. THE CBS RADIO NETWORK 














Values like these 
explain why advertisers like 
Lever Brothers arid Colgate-Palmolive 










are among the strongest users 
éf CBS Radio Sraniatic serials. 
Brand memory is their business. 
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VARTETY- ARB FEATURE FILM CHART | | 


Variety's weekly chart, based on ratings furnishea by American Research Bue feature period and share of audience, since these factors reflect the effectiveness 
reau’s latest reports, on feature films and their competition covers 120 cities. Each of the feature, and audience composition, i.e. a late show at 11:15 p.m. would hardly 
week, the 10 top-rated features in a particular city will be rotated. have any children viewers, but its share of audience may reflect dominance in that 

Factors which would assist distributors, agencies, stations and advertisers tn time period. In the cities where stations sell their feature programming on a multi 
determining the effectiveness of a feature show in a specific market have been stripped basis utilizing the same theatrical throughout the week, a total rating for the 
included in this Variety chart. Listed below is such pertinent information regarding total number of showings for the week is given, the total rating not taking into account 
features ag their stars, release year, original production company and the present the duplicated homes factor. Barring unscheduled switches in titles, the listed features 
distributor. included wherever possible along with the title. Attention should be paid for the particularly rated theatrical filmed show are as accurate as could be ascer 
to such factors as the time and day, the high and low-ratings for the measured tained from a multiplicity of station and other data. 


NEW YORK CITY> 
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ARB SHARE OF JULY, 1957 

TOP 10 TITLES AND OTHER DATA TIME SLOT RATING HIGH Low AUDIENCE TOP COMPETING SHOWS RATING 

1. NORA PRENTISS— Late Show 13.5 14.6 10.6 73.0 Roaring Twenties, Movie 4 ks ae 4.1 
Ann Sheridan, Kent Smith, Robert Alda; Sat. July 13 Escape in the Fog, Midnight 
1947; Warner Brothers; Associated 11:15-1:30 a.m. BER a re a 1.2 
Artists Productions WCBS 

2. IDIOT’S DELIGHT— Late Show 11.8 144 8.2 72.8 PRD ddticead ebitiidencscas WOH, -cchuaede ae 
Clark Gable, Norma Shearer; 1939; Mon. July 8 
MGM: MGM-TV 11:15-1:15 a.m. 

WCBS 

3. THE SIGN OF THE RAM— Late Show 10.5 10.9 10.1 62.2 ., eee 2 een 3.5 
Susan Peters, Alexander Knox; 1948; Tues. July 9 EY 5 ah alhin cite eaeice WRG . voccbhses 14 
Columbia; Screen Gems 11:15-12:45 a.m, e 

WCBS 

4. RED CANYON— Movie 4 10.4 15.7 9.0 30.2 Jk See een WES. cvicdn< 29.3 
Ann Blyth, Howard Duff; 1949; Sun. July 7 Sunday News Special........ MPD. Seucaens 22.9 
Universal; M&A Alexander we a.m Conquest, Late Show......... a ssonawan 10.0 

WRC! 

5. DR. GILLESPIE’S CRIMINAL CASE— Late Show 10.3 11.2 9.0 56.9 er Sh rere Sad Jaeda 3.4 
Lionel Barrymore, Van Johnson, Donna Fri. July 12 CN a fi ce | CE A 
Reed; 1943; MGM; MGM-TV 11:15-1:00 a.m. 

; WCBS 

6. CONQUEST— Late Show 9.3 10.4 6.7 62.8 Red Canyon, Movie 4......... {aes 9.3 
Charles Boyer, Greta Garbo; Sun. July 7 Midnight Movie ............. DE xcdedeats 2.2 
1937; MGM; MGM-TV 11:15-1:30 a.m. 

WCBS 

7. INVISIBLE STRIPES— Late Show 9.1 9.3 8.8 61.5 2 Fes eee WARD sincewes 43 
Humphrey Bogart, George Raft, William Wed. July 10 SE. cdcvesntvekadaweenes , > a a 1.8 
Holden; 1940; Warner Brothers; 11:15-12:45 a.m. 

Associated Artists Productions WCBS 

8. CHARGE OF THE LIGHT BRIGADE— Early Show 8.5 9.8 6.4 48.5 Mickey Mouse Club.......... WD cS asave 44 
Errol Flynn, Olivia De Haviland; 1936; Thurs, July 11 Popeye the Sailor ........... SE! “abveee es 43 
Warner Brothers; Associated Artists 5:30-7:00 p.m By a err MEE -2i¢beace 2.8 
Productions WCBS 

%. TREASURE ISLAND— Early Show 8.3 8.5 8.0 44.1 Mickey Mouse Club.......... Pe ei 43 
Wallace Beery, Jackie Cooper, Mon. July 8 Popeye the Sailor ........... WEEE ceccecee 5.2 
Lionel Barrymore; 1934; MGM; MGM-TV wae _ News; Weather ............. NC 5.3 

9. ALL THROUGH THE NIGHT— Early Show 7.5 7.7 7.2 43.9 Mickey Mouse Club......... RT 43 
Humphrey Bogart, Conrad Veidt, Phil Tues. July $ Popeye the Sailor ........... i a 48 
Silvers; 1942; Warner Brothers; 5:30-7:00 p.m. Ry. De. 644 crn ccesaend GE, <neveuas 2.9 
Associated Artists Productions WCBS 

i. KISS OF DEATH— Million Dollar Movie 16.1 18.0 12.9 48.7 rr eres i. ret: 11.8 
Victor Mature, Richard Widmark; Fri. July 12 ae eee a 9.9 
1947; 20th Century Fox; NTA 10:00-12:00 a.m. Three Star Final ............ WEP “Riesies 10.3 

WCPO Man Hunt Home Theatre WES sevccsed 8.9 

2. STANLEY & LIVINGSTON— Home Theatre 13.0 14.0 11.4 71.8 High Explosive, Hollywood 
Spencer Tracy, Nancy Kelly, Richard Sat. July 13 Theatre cas beans Ware wsscceek 6.2 
Greene; 1939; 20th Century Fox; NTA le" m, an: eeedee. .. . cc <ccdacks AMER x00 06be 3.6 

3. PORTRAIT OF JENNY— Gold Cup Theatre 11.1 11.8 9.6 30.1 .. i 2 Seer ee a ee: - 27.4 
Jennifer Jones, Joseph Cotton; 1949; Sun. July 7 Gieent Bervias. .vcsocviveess MES seadecde 17.8 
Selznick Studio; NTA 9:30-11:00 p.m. * The Milliomaire .....ccckecs- PUREED ~occceces 14.0 

WLW-T 

4. GUNGA DIN— Hollywood Film Thea. 9.8 10.3 9.6 33.2 ee Ieee ae 7.7 
Cary Grant, Joan Fontaine, Douglas Sun; July 7 eee ee a WEP TE  weeecee 13.9 
Fairbanks, Jr.; 1939; RKO; C&C 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

WCPO 

5. MAN HUNT— Home Theatre 8.1 9.2 48 51.4 Kiss of Death, Million Dollar 
Joan Bennett, Walter Pidgeon; 1941; Fri. July 12 Movie ; eee MED. Ghicsesce 15.6 
20th Century Fox; NTA 11:15-1:15 a.m. Movietime, U. S. A.......... WANE. cvetees 2.6 

WKRC 

6. HIGH EXPLOSIVE— Hollywood Theatre 7.6 11.8 1.8 25.9 co OPE PE ot re 18.6 
Chester Morris, Barry Sullivan, Jean Sat. July 13 Midwestern Hayride ......... WEP. nscccek 112 
Parker; 1943; Pine-Thomas; Signet-TV 10:00-12:00 a.m. Three Star Final Sea <n Keeceed 13.6 

WCPO Stanley & Livingston, Home 
- Theatre » EE ectcowes 13.1 

7. GREEN GRASS OF WYOMING—- Home Theafre 7.5 8.1 6.2 64.6 One Body Too Many, Holly- 

Peggy Cummings, Charles Coburn; 1948; Tues. July 9 wood Mystery Theatre..... WCPO ........ 6.1 ' 
20th Century Fox; NTA , 11:15-1:00 a.m. : 
WKRC 

8 ONE BODY TOO MANY— H'llyw'd Mystery Thea. 6.9 8.1 5.5 27.5 Panic ee 15.3 
Bela Lugosi, Jack Haley; 1945; Tues. July 9 Three City Final ‘ peer 14.7 
Pine-Thomas; Signet-TV 10:30-12:00 a.m. Green Grass of Wyoming, 

WCPO ‘ Home Theatre ............ a. [> 78 

9. LLOYDS OF LONDON— Premiere Performance 6.8 8.1 44 61.4 News ignelwerg ca tt wastes WEAHE .ccccet 5.1 
Tyrone Power, Madeleine Carroll; 1939; Sun. July 7 Movietime, U. S. A. focccee + -WLUW-T wcccces 3.3 
20th Century Fox; NTA Film Network 11:15-1:15 a.m. 

. WKRC 

9. LADY IN ERMINE— ; Ladies Home Theatre 6.8 7.4 5.5 41.2 Paul Dixon <seeetenees err 3.7 
Betty Grable, Douglas Fairbanks Jr.; Tues. July 9 Mickey Mouse Club.......... SPREE fcaseuh of 6.2 
1946; 20th Century Fox; NTA 4:30-6:00 p.m. 

WKRC 
MULTI-STRIPPED SALES 
NEW YORK, JULY 1957 
TOTAL AVERAGE HIGHEST 
" RATINGS OF TOTAL RATING PER RATING PER 

TITLE AND OTHER DATA STATION SHOW ALL SHOWINGS SHOWINGS SHOWING SHOWING 

July 7—A WOMEN’S SECRET— WOR Million Dollar Movie 24.3 15 1.6 3.6 
Mauren O'Hara, Melvyn Douglas, Gloria ° Mon. July 8 
Grahame; 1949; RKO; RKO Teleradio 10:00-11:30 p.m. 

July 8-13—CAREFKEE— 

Gingew Rogers, Fred Astaire; 1938; 
RKO; RKO Teleradio 
July 7—THE UNDYING MONSTER— WATV All Star Movie 18.2 16 12 3.2 


Heather Angei, . mes Ellison; 1942; Fri. July 12 


10:30-12:00 a.m. 


20th Century Fox; NTA 

July 8-13—RINGS ON HER FINGERS— 
Gene Tierney, Henry Fonda; 1942; 
20th Century Fox; NTA 
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Face The Nation 


Boris Morros, the impresdrio,4 bow to Washington (Allen saying j}hour “Today” NBC origination, is 


who acted as counterespionage 








PEPER EFEEEFO SESH Hotes 
Senate labor rackets probe. With | 


how high he really holds the com- | 
mittee’s work—hardly necessary), | 


agent for the U.S. against the Rus-| Ajien and his crew took off on the | 


sians for the past 
not too communicative on 
CBS-TV “Face The Nation” stanza 
Sunday afternoon (25). On-a cou- 
ple of occasions when the news- 
papermen were pressing him on 
some sensitive subject, Morros 
waved the questions aside as if top 
secret factors prohibited him from 
answering. 

Morros did not disclose anything 
new. He stated flatly at one point 
that there were numerous Ameri- 
cans still working for the Russians, 
but moderated this later to a few 
Americans, mostly scientists and 
engineers, now abroad. Such in- 
teresting psychological questions 
as the motives of people spying 
for Russia were also brushed off 
by Morros who called the Russian 
agents “misled fanatics and fools.” 

Morros touched on his relation- 
ships with the Alfred K. Sterns, 
alleged spies who fied behind the 
Iron Curtain, and the Jack Sobles, 
the confessed spies whom Morros 
bossed in the Russian setup. Mor- 
ros was also intent on making re- 
peated plugs for the FBI as the 
most effective intelligence service 
in the world. 

But, most importantly, Morros, 
although experienced in show biz, 
failed to get across the drama and 
melodrama involved in being a 
double agent where one mistake 
would have been his last. Herm. 





Steve Allen Show 

If the Steve Allen Show delivers 
as well this fall as it did last Sun- 
day (25) night, Ed Sullivan is 
against the stiffest competish to 
date in the nets’ rivalry for 8 to 9 
dominance. 

Sunday’s Allen show was smart- 
ly paced, the acts, with few excep- 
tions, building to a click peak for 
the hour musical variety format. 
Allen, participating comfortably in 


.most of the acts, handled himself 


adroitly and made a big plus con- 
tribution. 

It was one of those outings when 
the skits came off. Registering 
high was a satire on the current 








10 years, was! proceedings with some hilarious|Ernie Tetrault and his attractive 
the | results. ’ 

} young interrogator was Don Knotts,}monstrates the difficulty of pro- 
| with Louis Nye sitting in the hot | ducing a consistently 


Playing the part of the| 


seat as the crooked labor leader | 
and Tom Poston as his lawyer. Al-| 
len assumed the role of commenta- | 


tor and questioning Senator. If | 


jthe Senate and organized labor | 


cannot get rid of-the hoods, lam- | 
pooning such as this should help | 
to laugh them off the national 
scene. Unfortunately, some of the | 
bite and wit was taken out of the | 
skit by a crazy ending, with the) 
crooked witness unveiling himself 
as a government agent in disguise. | 
But such stunts are Allen's weak- 


HOME FARE 
With Ernie Tetrault, Sunnie Jen- 
nings, others 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 9 a.m. 
PARTICIPATING 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 
Program, which continues the 
live pattern of the preceding two- | 


an amalgam of interviews, news, 
public service features, entertain- 
ment and novelties, featuring 
vis-a-vis. Sunnie Jennings. It de- 
interesting 
daily 30-minute local studio morn- 
ing show. Some of the blocks 
move smoothly and tightly; others 
tend.to bump and drag. The for- 
mat, with live and filmed commer- 
cials interrupting, has a jump- 
around aspect that needs modifi- 
cation, if not elimination. 

Tetrault, who debuted as an- 
nouncer in his high school days 
over WTRY at Troy, is a friendly, 
personable and photogenic chap, 
with a light, kidding touch, some- 
times overdone. Firmer direction 


ness. might bring out untapped poten- 
Joe E. Brown as one of the head- jjais| Among Tetrault’s top inter- 
liner guest made a solid contribu- | yjews were a series on “Discrimina- 
tion in a panto clown act. It|tion” which included quizzings of 
came off with finesse and charm, |ctate officials. Mrs. Jennings’ 
evidencing some _ real artistry.|poct were a weeklong group on 
Hedy Lamarr was fetching and her |“Child Adoption.” She also regis- 
skit with Allen, while entertaining, | tereq perfectly, in an exchange 
was slow. Irish McCalla, the} with J : fatherly-type 
Sheena, of telepix “Sheena, Queen | Shain store magnate. . 
of the Jungle,” provided some fun | The vivacious Virginia-born gal 
with her African curios, her chimp, | __<surprisingly slim for a mother of 
and her chitchit with Allen. The | ..verai children (to whom she often 
Coasters were on hand for a roc |refers, on the air)—should strive 
n’ roll number “Searchin’,” okay |t soften and lower a voice now 





J. C. Penney, 





vocally, but performance-wise they | 
didn’t have much to offer. Allen’s | 
novelty curtain number “You Got} 
to Have Something in the Bank, 
Frank,” staged in a side show set- | 
ting, came off neatly. The Skitch 
Henderson Orchestra lent a fine 
assist. Horo. | 


| 
Mike Wallace Interview 





Mike Wallace engaged in an in- | 
conclusive 30-minute sparring 
match Sunday (25) with Fred 
Otash, chief investigator for Con- 
fidential mag’s Hollywood Research 
Inc. With the current Coast con- 
spiracy trial against Hollywood 
Research giving the dailies their 
biggest Hollywood story in years, 
Wallace couldn’t haye come up 
with a timelier guest, with the 
possible exception of Confidential 
publisher Robert Harrison himself 
(whom Wallace has aiready| 
tackled). 





hard and high; should work for 
greater poise. 

Lawn pickups—a Palomino horse 
exhibit, an elephant act from a 
carnival, a baseball warmup—gave 
life to the program, although the 
cameras did not always catch 
everything, quickly. Jaco. 





via his erstwhile WABD, N.Y., 
“Nightbeat” show). 

But Otash, a private eye who 
numbers Hollywood Research 
among his clients (to the tune of 
$25,000 a year, out of a $100,000 per 
annum business), proved an un- 
satisfactory though fully cooper- 
ative subject. Perhaps it was be- 
cause of the “groundrules” laid 
down prior to the broadcast, under 
which Wallace and Otash agreed 
not to mention any Hollywood 
names (a fair enough precaution, 

(Continued on page 38) 





ON THE CAROUSEL 
With Paul Tripp; guests, Marcella 

Schneider, Herbert Knobloch, 

the “Cuban Rockers” 
Producer: Tripp 
Director: Neal Finn 
30 Mins.; Sat., 9 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WCBS-TV, N.Y. 

Presented by WCBS-TV Public 
Affairs Dept. and the City of New 
York’s Board of Education, “On 
the Carousel” started another sea- 
son Saturday (24) with the return 
of producer-host Paul Tripp from 
a six-week vacation. Half-hour 
show is aimed at the smalifry and 
what Tripp had on deck for the 
stason’s opener was more than 
enuff to keep the kids interested. 

For this Emmy award winner, 
which has a catchy intro with 
scenes of a carousel and accomp- 
ing calliope music, came up with 
a coupla guests who helped make 
the program absorbing viewing 
Herbert Knobloch, associate cura- 
tor of the education dept. of the 
Bronx Zoo, brought along two rep- 
tiles who didn't crawl on their 
bellies but distinguished 
selves in an equally 
manner. Marcella Schneider, of 
the Cleanliness Bureau, showed 
what can be done with a little 
soap suds insofar as amusement is 
concerned. 

Also on hand were six boy musi- 
cians from P.S. 159, Queens, who 
bill themselves as the “Cuban 
Rockers." Their calypsoing pro- 
vided a neat change of pace be- 
tween the snakes and the soap. 
Tripp, an ingratiating host, occa- 
sionally sings and handles the 
guest interviews with aplomb-— 
even the snakes. Withal, “Carou- 
sel” is well worth any mopnpet’s 
time. Gilb. 


them- 





rewarding | 








Foreign TV Review 





CHALLENGE 

With Alan Taylor 

Devised by Bill Ward, John Irwin 

30 Mins., Mon., 6 p.m. 

Associated TeleVision from London 
Experiments with different types 

of shows on commercial tv in the 

past have been of a trivial nature. 

But then came the extra hour of 

transmission between 6 p.m. and 7, 

and the programmers cut loose 

with talks, debates and sometimes 

programs which put notables on 

(Continued on page 38) 


| DING DONG SCHOOL 
| With Dr, Frances Horwich, Harold 
Turner 
| Producer: Dr. Frances Horwich 
Director: Dick Doerschuk 
30 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m. 
| Participating 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

“Ding Dong School,” which went 
back on tv Monday (22), is regard- 


ed as “breaking in” until Pat 
Weaver's Program Service Net- 
work is ready for jt, whenever that 
may be. For the present, it's Chi- 
cago’s gain only. 

Frances Horwich's daily pre- 
school sessions are uniquely dur- 
able. Among lollipoppers, the pat- 
terns of interest are pretiy con- 


Stant generation after generation. 
It's as they grow up that they be- 
come dependent on the changing 
styles of entertainment. Dr. Hor- 
wich is plenty hep both to the 
concentration capacity of her tod- 
'dier audience and to the needs of 
the television medium generally, 
and accordingly she conducts her 
show briskly and with diversifica- 
|tion, never dwelling too long on a 
single subject. 

| While the format and general 
character of her show are essen- 
| tially what they were before “Ding 
| Dong” was axed from NBC-TY, Dr, 
| Horwich intends to add to the 
|present series simple cooking in- 
|struction once a week and a de- 
| scription of various breadwinning 
|occupations, so that the moppets 
|}may better understand their par- 
|ents. As usual, she devotes the last 
|five minutes of the show to the 
|parent to make the understanding 
| mutual. 

As before, she keeps the tri- 
}eycle set fascinated with a variety 
of toys, puzzles, pictures and con- 
|versation pieces with the suspense 
|that comes from a bet-you-can't- 
| guess lead-in. She also feeds ‘em 
jan awareness to live music by 
|bringing in momentarily. the 
|show’s organist, Harold Turner, 
| It’s still one of the best education- 
al entertainments in any medium, 

Show has started auspiciously 
|} with 16 spot participations per 
week. One of them, Cocoa Marsh, 
has debuted in this market coin- 
cidentally with the show and ex- 
pects to graph the effectiveness of 
“Ding Dong School” by its sales 
here Les. 






































TOP 20 SHOWS 
NEW YORK ARB—August 


1. What's My Line....... re 
2. ARTHUR MURRAY PARTY ;............. 
B. Twenty-One 2... sccovercccccesccccecees 
4. Climax ..... 


Se BN a ot RA ee 
Gunsmoke 


. Alfred Hitchock 


o 


7. Steve 


Drees FO. oo cvacdedsaccdbcosececss 
Dy wee Cee Cetin ceaseless edeovticcccse 
Studio One Summer Theater........+.0s- 
Fae eNe DOOWS BOM ei cs adssebesecescccce 
Fae Te SOND WD cvcteedecescccsccccces 
13. Ed Sullivan .... 
14. Goodyear Playhouse .....sseeseeeseeees 


10. 


eee emo ewes er eeeee 


Allen 


15. Millionaire ....... tighten tek oe es 


TS BD ee 
16. General Electric Theater.........5.0.00: 
17. Phil Si 
18. Lawrence Welk ..... 
19. $64,000 Challenge .........20eeeeeeees 
20. 20th Century Fox.......ceeeecssseceves 


ilvers 


see eee eeeeeee 


ee ome e eee eee eee eeeeeeeee 


eeeee ee ee) 


ee 


30.0 
26.1 
25.6 
25.1 
24.7 
24.7 
24.6 
23.9 
23.3 
22.9 
22.8 
21.4 
20.8 
20.6 
19.8 
18.9 
18.9 
18.6 
18.3 
- 461 
17.8 
16.9 


eee 


eee 


The Arthur Murray Party will be available 
for sponsership after December 15th, 1957. 














Television’s top formula—crime detection — 
gets a powerful new twist in 


“DECOY” 


the all new, action-packed series 

that reveals, for the first time, the thrilling 
adventures of New York’s women police... 

in uniform and in fascinating disguise 

—from rags to rubies... as they fight the vice 
and crime that threaten America’s biggest city. 
Based on actual cases . . . filmed on the 

streets of New York for authentic realism! 


starring 


BEVERLY 
GARLAND 


Hollywood and television’s fast rising star, 
soon to be seen opposite Frank Sinatra in 
“The Joker is Wild”! 


PRODUCED BY HPYRAMID PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
the creators of 


The Big Story 
T-Men in Action 
The Man Behind 

the Badge 


famous for top sponsor results .. . 
highest production standards. 


call the man from: 


OFFICIAL FILMS 1: 


25 West 45th Street @ New York 36, New York 
Plaza 7-0100 


REPRESENTATIVES IN: Beverly Hills, 
Chicago, Dallas, San Francisco, 
St. Louis, Boston, Atlanta, Philadelphia 


Wednesday, August 28, 1957 





Wednesday, August 28, 1957 


Boston . . 
Chicago. . 
Cleveland . 
Hartford . 
Los Angeles 
New York . 
Philadelphia 
Phoenix ... 
Pittsburgh 


a 


San Francisco 


WBZ-TV 


WGN 
KYW 

WTIC 

KTTV 

WPIX 
WPFH | 
KPHO 


KDKA-TV 


KPIX 


$600,000 SOLD IN 


FIRST TWO WEEKS! 


A 
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one of the town’s wealthiest citi- | 
zens. After nine months of work 
by pro and amateur sleuths, fin- 
gerprint experts, and the like, six 
persons were arrested and placed 
in cells in the County jail. 


Inside Stuff—Radio-TV 


NBC-TV last week settled on a format and timeslot for its long- 





No one is certain how much cash | projected Martin Agronsky series of in-depth news shows. Series, a 





FACE TO FACE ‘ 
With Mike Todd, Arnold Michaelis 
Producer: Paul Roberts 

30 Mins.; Wed., 9:30 p.m. 

CBS, from New York 

“Face to Face” is “Persen to 
Person” without pictures. They’re 
both off the parent Columbia belt- 
line; otherwise there might have 
been some fuss having to do with 
the cry of “imitation!” In the 
format—out of the homes of the 
subjects and very much live — 
“Face to Face” resembles Mutual's 
“Let's Visit” of the 1930s, master- 
minded by Jerry Danzig and Dave 
Driscoll with an assist from Jerry 
Franken (all of whom have come 
up in the breadecasting since those 
depression days). In this one, the 
interviewer is Arnold Michaelis, 
head of Recorded Communications 
and vesponsible for such platterized 
portraits as “conversations” with 
maestro Bruno Walter and politico 
Adlai Stevenson, 

To launch “Face to Face,” with 
New York's Park Ave. as the home 
site, there could hardly have been 
a zingier personality than Mike 
Todd, who knows something about 
the rags to riches routine and is 
not averse to sounding off about 
same. Todd indicated that there 
was no script on hand, just a 
friendly man-to-man gab, in which 
case the poobah of “Around the 
World in 80 Days” must be set 





down pronto as one of the fanciest 
ad libbers around, 

Prodded gently and humorously 
by Michaelis, Todd took a listener 
tarough 30 minutes of razzie-dazzle; 
fast and hep talk about the life & 
times of Mike Todd, Elizabeth 


Taylor and their infant daughter | 


Liza; Mike Todd Jr.; how it is that 


Todd the elder has been broke “but | 


never poor”; how it is that some 
great showmanship is exerted more 
out of show biz than by those 
associated with the glamor realm; 
his career on carnies and in the 
construction biz; on “entertain- 
ment” first and foremost, but if 


there’s a “message” attached, it’s | 


velvet; as infinitum. It was a 


beaut of a session, indicating that | 


“Face to Face” will come through 
with one of the smartest tete-a-tete 
series in radio. (Next up, Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt.) Trau. 


BULLITT BURGLARY DOCU- 
MENTARY 


With Bill Small, Jay Krause, Pete 


e 
25 Mins., Monday (12), 9:05 p.m. 
WHAS, Louisville 


News staff of WHAS really had) 
a hot item they could sink their | 
teeth in, with the Bullitt robbery, | 
a theft which occurred nine months | 


ago at the country estate of Wil- 
liam Marshali Bullitt, 84-year old 
former U.S. Solicitor General, and 


jo on the — — | half-hour entry titled “Look Here,” will be an interview show and will 

punts have been estimated from | ,,, : saad i 

$50,000 to $200,000. Jay Krause | 0°CUPY the Sunday 3:30-4 p.m. slot starting Sept. 15. 

|interviewed the Commonwealth! Agronsky will devote the full half-hour to interviews of top figures 

cv and Bill Small inter-| from government, sports, business, entertainment, science and art. 

viewed the suspects and partici-| Ropert Graff will produce. 
Small did a direct Fu 


pants, while seated on a bunk in 
the jailhouse. . 

job of getting the facts from the| Television quiz show is the setting for a new mystery novel by 
| prisoners, who were apparently not | Harry Olasker, former CBS-TV staff producer now devoting his time 
Pew ge Bt. UK Po to freelance writing. Mystery will be published next spring by Simon 
|| & Schuster, with Ddll Publishing having grabbed up paperback rights. 


| which was admittedly taken from " ‘ , 
| the Bullitt safe by his chauffeur ate | Title of the novel is “Now, Would You Like to Try for Murder?” 





passed out to others, would make 
|a terrific plot for a radio or tv! 
|drama. Police Chief Heustis was | 





WQXR, N. Y., has signed a contract with the Boston Symphony to 
also interviewed, along with other | broadcast all of the 24 Saturday night concerts beginning Oct. 5. 
officers. Their account was quite; Contract provides that the expense of the broadcasts will be borne 
| factual, and gave the background | by WQXR and the series will not be offered by the station for com- 
j}ia sincere and simple terms for} mercial sponsorship. No other station within an 80-mile radius of 
| the listeners. Obvious that an ex- | Times Square will have the right to broadcast the series. Deal repre- 
| cellent job was done on the taping | sents a first for the New York area, although concerts have been 
| and editing of the interviews, with | broadcast and are to be broadcast in the Boston area. 
| the narration of Pete French giv- | 
}ing the whole story a movement | ; 
land intensity which’ made for con-| Hazel Markel, special correspondent for NBC’s “Three Star Extra,” is 
|centrated listening. | currently in Europe interviewing U. S. Ambassadors in Spain, Italy, 
Topnotch job was turned in by | England and France, for the Ray Henle airer. 

| Bill Aldridge on production. Seldom In addition to above chores, Mrs. Markel will also tape the fall 
that a station gets a red hot news| fashion shows, and such special events as a bullfight in Madrid, nitery 
story, with mystery, intrigue, and openings, and the like, for “Monitor” and “Night Line.” One interest- 


suspense plus a record amount of ing j aia “ i ion asl . 
' : : g item on her agenda is a series of interviews with reps of the 
look, to werk sa. WEAS Rows even American film colony in Rome. 


pulled out all the stops on this one, 
and came up with a documentary 
which was free of editorializing, Producer Joane Sinclaire starts her new TV-Radio Workshop course 
| was fast paced, and really told the | at the Ballard Schooi of the YWCA on Sept. 23. it's a 12-week session 
| story from the lips of the princi-/| on writing & programming, with the guest-lecturers lined up so far. in- 
pals concerned. Wied. | cluding Paul Belanger of BBD&O, Jay Kacin of McCann-Erickson, Nor- 


| 




















; man Baer of Lewin, Williams & Saylor, Warren Kraetzer of New York 
U., Jim Gaylord of Carl Byoir, Lou Florence of Lennen & Newell, Dick 








NNUTE STAKE 


Whether you know it or not, you’ve got a stake in 
minutes. You can tell your sales story so much bet- 
ter in TV minutes. (Ask any sales manager). 





We've talked to lots of big, active advertisers lately 
who need time...time to explain, inform, demon- 
strate and sell. That’s how KTTV got into the 
minute business. 


Advertisers who want well-rated, top quality min- 
utes in Southern California can now buy: 


“FIRST SHOW” 
and 


“SECOND SHOW" 


Five nights a week, Southern California viewers 
will see a big, well-known MGM film taken from 
their recently released library. They'll be seeing big 
pictures like Red Dust, Mrs. Miniver, Tortilla Flat 

and big stars like Gable, Tracy, Harlow, Garland, 
Lamarr, Hepburn...all the big names that made 
MGM and great movies. : 


KTTV will show the same film twice each night, 
beginning at 10:15 so that viewers who are a few 
minutes late getting a seat can see the film in its 
entirety on the Second Show. 


You can buy a minute in the First Show for $500, 
in the Second Show for $200 or in both for $600 
(prices slightly higher west of Thursday). 


Get the story from your KTTV Minute Man. He 
has a complete assortment of bright, shiny, new 60- 
second availabilities. 


Look to KTTV when minutes count 


;°@ee eZ 
Los Angeles Times-MGM 
Television (— ) 


Represented nationally by BLAIR-TV 


Tele Followups 


—=——___- Continued from page 3 jee 
in view of the current trial plus 





following his goof on the Mickey 
Cohen interview). | 

As a-result, the conversation | 
centred strictly on Otash himself, | 
contributing little enlightenment | 
on the workings of Confidential but | 
providing some interesting touches | 


on Otash. Items: he considers his | 
checking on Confidential stories 
“just a job,” and Hollywood Re- | 
search “just another client.” He} 
doesn’t read scandal sheets him-| 
self, but some 20,000,000 people | 
read Confidential, so there must be 
a market for this “junk.” He 
doesn’t believe adultery is ‘too 
bad,” pointing out that it’s a fairly 
revalent practice and there’d be 
ots more of it if people had “the 
opportunity and the nerve.” As a 
private eye, he doesn’t consider the 
use of telephoto lenses, and sensi- 
tive microphones an invasion of 
privacy—‘“if you can see them or 
hear them, there’s no invasion.” 
A big, burly gent, Otash at one 
point only entered a defense of 
Confidential by stating that many 
of the Hollywood stars he knows 
enjoy the Confidential stories they 
read about themselves— but not 
the married stars, he added. Wal- 
lace, in the last few minutes, gave 
him the business over his record 
on the L.A. Police force, with Otash 
responding freely and with no - 
of discomfort. But all told, e 
interview was pretty much point- 
less, with Wallace and Otash re 
resenting different poles of morali- 
ty and neither able to see the 
other’s viewpoint or break through 
to a pointed and pertinent discus- 
sion. Chan. 


Ed Sullivan Show 

Singers had the run of “The Ed 
Sullivan Show” last Sunday (25) 
night. Batting out songs were Guy 
Mitchell, Carmen MacRae, Sal 
Mineo, LaVern Baker and a trio 
headed by Bob Jaxon. That line- 
~ accounted for a combined total 
of eight numbers, none of which 
was particularly exciting. 

Ballet dancers Nora Kaye and 
Erik Bruhn provided a pleasant 
terp interlude, while Paul Gilbert 
offered some comedy relief via his 
“Know Your Doctor” bit. Wes 
Harrison’s carboning of various 
everyday sounds was also in the 
plus groove. 

On the topical side, Sullivan had 
as guests the Milwaukee Braves 
baseball team, Major David C. 
Simons, who last week. set a new 
altitude record in a balloon ascent; 
Tommy Loughran, who refereed 
the Floyd Patterson-Pete Rade- 
macher heavyweight championship 
bout, and Errol Flynn, costarred 
in the recently-released film, “The 
Sun Also Rises.” A clip from that 
picture was also shown. 

Flynn did practically nothing on 
the show, except to make an ap- 
pearance, while the segments with 
the Major, Loughran and the 
Braves followed the standard Sul- 
livan procedure. Jess. 











| Val Parnell’s Saturday Spectacular 





Wallace’s now-ingrained guarded-| program was retitled “The Gisele 
ness over possible libel grounds | WacKenzie Show” for the occasion, | 

and the star was given a big build- | 
up in a spectacular show opener | 
using dancers and a chorus to show | 
the high spots of London and New | 


York. But after all the fancy in- | 
troductions and glamor were over, | 
Miss MacKenzie didn’t prove to be | 
anything more than a girl with a/| 
nice personality and a moderately | 
pleasing voice on a par with several 
British performers. | 
At the piano, Miss MacKenzie | 
proved herself to be a competent 
performer with a rendering of 
“Dusk,” and im the vocal strain she 
gave out with some nice vocalistics 
on several numbers including a 
Scots ballad entitled “Till All The 
Seas Run Dry My Love,” and a 
beauty version of “At Sundown,” 
before taking her leave of the stage 
in a cream colored convertible. 
Comedian Arthur Haynes, who’s 
won a lot of popularity here via 
tv lately, was the main supporting 
attraction and came up with a 
couple of amusing domestic 
sketches aided by a blonde. Also 
making their British tv debut on 
the show were The Trio Spencer 
from France, a team of well con- 
trolled acrobats with some novel 
and daring routines. A complicated 
adagio act was supplied by “The 
Trio Gypsy.” The Jack Parnell 
orch supplied good accompani- 
ments and production by Peter 
Glover was good. Bary. 








Foreign TY Reviews 


===a=an Continued from page 5 aaa 


the spot. However, nothing like 
this show had been done before. 
Put a man in front of a tv cam- 











era for 20-minutes and let him talk 
about the Russian Revolution with- 
_-_— 













Gisele MacKenzie, making her 
| British tv debut on this Associated 





| Eckler of Grey and freelance scripter Joseph Kenas. 





| TeleVision show (17), was given the | out the aid of slides, graphs or any 
| full treatment by Val Parnell. The | other visual aids, and what can 


|be expected? Certainly not a top 


audience rating, but perhaps an 
indication of whether the viewing 
public want culture on their home- 
coming from the office or the fac- 
tory. It’s too early yet to say if 
the show is a success, but the 
remaining two left in the series 
will tell. So far as this reviewer 
was concerned, the program had a 
high culture content but no enter- 
tainment value. 

Alan Taylor, a veteran of both 
the commercial ty, and state web 
screens, and a noted historian and 
Fellow of Magdalen College, Ox- 
ford, lectured on the theme, “The 
End Of The Tsars.” Being a 
staunch Left Wing supporter, he 
did it with some relish. He a 
peared from the wings of an old 
vaude theatre, converted into a tv 
studio, carrying a hand mike and 
trailing yards of cable. The stage 
was bare. As soon as he was in 
position the stage blacked out leav- 
ing him as the solitary point of 
attention. Without any further ade 
Taylor commenced his a 

ry. 
anna 


GLAMOROUS New 








He 
i 
i 
gi 
bi 


i 
} 


i 
i 








THEY LOVE ME IN 


PHILADELPHIA 


WFIL-TV, ARB 
11.00 P.M. 
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N.Y. Bank’s Novel 
Sponsor Pattern 


Unusual sponsorship pattern is 
being employed on New York tele- 
vision by the First National City 
Bank, which sponsors the six-a- 
week John K. M. McCaffery 11 p.m. 
newscast on WRCA-TV but just re- 
cently purchased the immediately- 
following “Late Weather & Sports” 
on rival WCBS-TV. The WCBS-TV 
buy is for one night a week, Tues- 
day, but the bank has ordered two 
more segments as soon as they 
open up (Piel’s Beer and General 
Cigar have them currently). 

Under the new pattern, the bank 
sponsors WRCA-TV news from 11 
to 11:10 and then switches over to 
WCBS-TV at 11:10 for five min- 
utes of weather and sports to 11:15. 
Pattern is virtually unprecedented 
in program buying, though com-| 
mon enough in the scheduling of | 
spot announcements. Principal rea- 
son for the buy is First National | 
City’s desire to get a news fran- 
chise on WCBS-TV. 

But from a media point of view, 
the buy is an efficient one as well, 
maintains WCBS-TV sales chief 
Frank Shakespeare. He theorizes 
that there’s little audience switch- 
over between the two stations at 
11:10, when the news ends and the 
weather begins on both outlets. In- 
stead, there's a_ strai¢ht flow- 
through for the 11-11:15 quarter- 
hour. That means that the bank 
will be reaching a completely dif- 
ferent audience with each of its 
two segments, and as long as the 
cost-per-thousand is right, Shake- 
speare states, then the buy is an 
efficient one. 

First National City originally 
wanted to get in on the WCBS-TV 
“Seven O'Clock Report” segment 
featuring Robert Trout, but while 
it was working out the details, 
rival Manufacturer's Trust Co. 
stepped in with a five-a-week buy 
on that, so First National City 
moved into the weather & sports 
segment instead. 


U.S. Students ‘Covering’ 
Red China for NBC 


Two of the 41 American stu- 
dents in Red China are covering 
the tour on radio and television 
for NBC. Students are - Robert 
Cohen of Los Angeles, who, armed 
with a newsreel camera, is filming 
the junket and sending the foot- 
age to NBC, and Ed Hochman, who 
is broadcasting over a direct cir- 
cuit to San Francisco from Peiping. 
Students are visiting China in de- 
fiance of the State Dept. 

The students were hired as 
stringers in Moscow by NBC cor- 
respondent Irving R. Levine, who 
turned over a camera to Cohen for 








his coverage. The network, of 
course, hasn’t been able to get its 
own correspondent into China, 


though Far East chief Jim Robin- 
son is poised in Hong Kong as one 
of 24 newsmen authorized last 
week by the State Dept. to enter 
the country. 


? ’ e 

Kovacs’ ‘Topaze’ Stint 

Ernie Kovacs is due to return 
to television next fall via CBS-TV 
in a one-shot dramatic stint as the 
lead in Marcel Pagnol’s “Topaze.” 
The comedy, which John Barry- 
more did in films, is pencilled in 
as the third “Playhouse 90” effort 
of the season, on Sept. 26. It'll 
mark Kovacs’ first dramatic role in 
tv and his first stint since winding 
up his contract with NBC. 

“Playhouse 90” producer Martin 
Manulis has already pencilled in a 
Rod Sterling original, “The Dark 
Side of the Earth,” with Van Hef- 
flin starring, for the second show 
of the season, following the “Death 
of Manolete” as the kickoffer. 
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| Harold Wagner Into 


Mutual Program Slot 


Mutual, in a move to shore up 
the posts left vacant by the resig- 
nations in the wake of the sellout 
by. RKO Teleradio, has appointed 
Harold M. Wagner, programming 
director. 

Other exec appointments include: 
director of research znd sales pro- 
director of reserach and salés pro- 
motion; and Joseph F. Keating, as 
assistant program director. 

Wagner, with the net since 1941, 
had been manager of program op- 
erations, working under program 
director Brad Simpson, now re- 
signed. Keating, who had left the 
net in June for a special assign- 
ment with CKLW-TV, Detroit- 
Windsor, formerly had been an 
exec producer with the net, while 
Pester had been in the sales pro- 


|motion departments of Mutual and 


ABC Radio. 





Detroit—A two-year contract for 
exclusive braodcast rights to all 
Detroit Pistons games, at home and 
away, has been signed by the pro- 
fessional baskethall team, the Na- 
tional Brewing Co. of Michigan and 
WJR. Terms were not announced, 
but sale of the rights was one of 
the highest in the basketball 
league’s history. National Brewing 
also purchased tv rights for the 
1957-58 season, but details for tele- 
vising games have not been com- 


pleted. 


CBS’ Ho-Hum on Tint 

CBS-TV, as last year, will 
program substantially less col- 
or than NBC-TV, with the only 
major new tint entry for the 
web so far the new “Big Rec- 
ord show. Other than “Rec- 
ord,” only programs slated 
for tint at this point are the 
live Red Skelton shows, the 
once-monthly “Shower of 
Stars” and the network’s spec- 
taculars. 

Schedule is largely a repeat 
from last year, when Arthur 
Godfrey's Wednesday night 
show, which “Record” is re- 
placing, was colorcast. Similar- 
ly, the Skelton show was a 
color entry last season, and so 
was “Shower” and the few 
specs aired by the web. 


‘Wally Griffin Signed 


For Sullivan Foursome 


Comic Wally Griffin has been 
signed to a four-show contract by 
Ed Sullivan. Sullivan spotted the 
comedian on a recent trip to Ber- 
muda, where Griffin was playing 
the Empire Club, and immediately 
pacted him. Ironic twist is that 
Theatrical Enterprises, Griffin's 
managers,. and MCA had tried to 
get Griffin an audition with Sulli- 
van previously in N. Y. 

First of the four dates is 
Sept. 15. 


(a LL A rs 
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San Francisco, Aug. 27. 
Latest entrant in the Frisco 
' 

closed-circuit derby is president 
|Milton J. Shapp of Jerrold Elec- 
itronics, Philadelphia, who filed a 
franchise application with city of- 
ficials in person last week. 
Shapp said he wants to telecast 
;over two channels, one to carry 
| 15 first-run films a month, the other 
to carry special events. 
| He claimed system is financed by 
“a group of motion picture inter- 
| ests”—he wouldn't say which ones 
—and is prepared to lose money 
for four years. He cautioned wire 
| installation would take three to 
four years, scoffed at Skiatron 
|claims that pay-tv cculd be on the 
air in 10 or 11 months, said his 
/non-scramble system would cost 
| homeowner about $8.50 monthly. 
| “We're proposing a new type of 
theatre,” he said, “instead of con- 
crete and steel, cable and electron- 
ics . . . it’s theatre taken to the 
|people, instead of people congre- 





' gating in theatres—we hope to re- | 


gain for theatres the audience 


they've lost and aiso give them an[ 


audience they never had... it’s a 
}new concept of getting films into 
homes.” 

'  Shapp said the idea in Frisco 


Jerrold Also in Frisco Pay-TV 
Bid, Promises ‘New Concept’ 


would be to run a single film con- 
tinuously, morning, afternoon and 
night, for two days, then switch to 
a new picture. 

He reoprted his company had 
surveyed the nation, found Frisco 
and “two other cities’—again, he 
wouldn't say which ones—ideal fer 


pay-tv. He ruled out New York 
(“too many problems”) and Los 
Angeles (“too spread out"), said his 


service could start with 40°> of the 
city wired, that total wiring job 
would cost $4 million, plus $70 to 
$80 for a lead into each home. 

In two years, he said, he'd have 
10°@ saturation, in six years 50°. 
Company could start making money 
in four vears, he claimed. 

Meanwhi'e, Skiatron’s forma] ap- 
plication for a pay-tv franchise went 
to Frisco’s legislative body, the 
board of supervisors, yesterday (26), 
|}and was promptly referred to the 
| board's finance committee for rec- 
ommendations. 

The 10-page document omits two 
details: 

1) There is no mention of a 
charge to customers who watch 
over the Skiatron circuit; 

2) There is no restriction against 
transmitting advertising. 
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tele topper at Benton & Bowles, in town for a week to examine the 
agency's filmed shows for next season . . . Four ad agencies will have 
50 half hours a week on tv come fall. They are Young & Rubicam, 
McCann-€rickson, BBD&O and J. Walter Thompson .. . Art Buchwald 
will be flown in from Paris for the Standard of N. J. spec to cost ove 
$500,000. He will add a note of French authenticity to the Parisian 


scen 


IN CHICAGO... 


Jim Mills conducting his WMAQ shows from Passavant Hospital 
where he’s bedded down for a checkup . . . Dick Becker, WBBM an- 
nouncer, leaving for KLZ-TV, Denver, this week .. . Jay Robinson 
joined WTTW as sales rep for the educational station's recording 
service WBKB to essay Joe Wilson’s new “Pocket Billiards Stars 
on Sundays starting Sept. 8. Len Dressler tapped for WBBM’'s new 
morning “spectacular” in lieu of Don Cherry, who held out for more 
money ... Red Blanchard’s morning show on WLS to be expanded to 
two hours next week .. . CBS-TV's “Face the Nation” will emanate 
from the WBBM-TV shop here Sept. 8 with Adlai Stevenson the prin- 
cipal. Chris Erskine will direct the stanza, and Beryl Danzer, of CBS 
public affairs in Washington, is flying in to produce it ... Polly 
Simms replacing California-bound Marcella Hein as “Bible Time” story- 
teller on WNBQ .. . Esther Rauch, ex-Leo Burnett Co., joined John 
Blair reppery as midwest sales development manager . .. WBBM-TY’s 
Lee Phillip vacationing in Caribbean and spelled by Eloise Kummer 

.. Dr. Harry J. Skornia, exec director of National Assn. of Educa- 
tional Broadcasters in Urbana, IIl., participating in All Alaska Presby- 
terian Conference at Sitka, Alaska . . . Seven-Up has bought the sec- 
ond half-hour of Jim Lounsbury’s new “Record Hop,” which starts on 
WBKB Saturday (31)... “Notre Dame Football Highlights,” previously 
carried by WBKB, has been picked up by WGN-TV for the fall 
Fahey Flynn goes on a seven-day week telecasting sked Saturday (31) 
on WBBM-TV’'s new “CBS News Special,” Chi’s only Saturday news- 
cast... WBBM trying Bob Grant on “Gold Coast Show” as replacement 
for George Watson, who died last week. 


IN PHILADELPHIA .. . 


Ed McMahon, after eight years as top-rated WCAU-TV personality, 
is leaving to freelance here and in New York. First stint is with 
WFIL-TYV, hosting new submarine series “Silent Service” . William 
J. Conran named promotion manager of WIBG. In 1955 he was ap- 
pointed promotion manager of WIBG’s tv affiliate, WPFH ... “Full 
House,” by Evening Bulletin columnist Don Rose will be recorded in 
England for the Talking Book Library (literature for the blind) by an- 
nouncer Franklin Engelmann, Engelmann made appearances on 
WPEN last year while here to study U. S. radio .. . While WIP’s 
Frank Brookhouser (“Frankly Speaking”) is on vacation, time slot will 
be used by Bill Baldwin and Al Taylor to give direct reports from the 
Atlantic City beauty contest ... WFIL-TV which presents double fea- 
tures on the “World’s Best Movies” Fri. and Sat. now will show daily 
dualers . WPFH has signed off for a week (26-Sept. 2) to highlight 
its change of call letters to WVUE . WRCV-TV to telecast two-hours 


of its day-long Safety Carnival and feed three live six-minute pickups 
to the ‘“Today” show (Sept. 1, 2). . 
IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 

Millie Ramey sueceeded Vic Reed as chief flack for ABC's o-and-o 
KGO and KGO-TYV,. It’s a pro-tem appointment, while Genera! Man- 
ager John Mitchell decides whether to hire a Frisco man or a New 


Yorker Shell News and Tom Franklin shifting from KPIX to 
KRON Sept. 23... New deejay at KYA is Red Rush, up from San 
Bernardino ... Latest opening date for r-&-r station KSAY is now 


Sept. 1, and - e ‘Monev Tree” with Sandy Spillman set to go on 
the air S« pt. . Charley Stern got a weekly half-hour KGO remote 
from the Jazz : ihe just about the same time KRON folded his 
televised “World of Jazz” . ..CBS-TV president Merle E. Jones in 
Frisco . Oakland Channel 2 boss, William Pabst, planning to support 


the new tv station’s live shows with six cameras, when station goes on 
the air around Jan. 1... Harold See, KRON general manager, kicked 
off introduction of the NBC affiliate’s new Videotape Recorder—on 
hand was Ampex’s Alexander Poniatoff, up from the company’s sub- 
urban Redwood City plant, 


IN LONDON 


Johnnie Ray topped the bill of Associated TeleVision’s ‘‘Val Parnell's 
Saturday Spectacular,” (24)... BBC-TV will launch a nationwide cam- 
paign next month to find the woman .viewer with the best dress 
sense The finals wiil be televised from London on Dec. 16 . 
Commercial tv will air church services on Sunday mornings commenc- 
ing Sept. 16... “The Americano,” starring Douglas Fairbanks Sr., wil! 
be aived in three episodes by BBC-TV in the “Movie Museum” shows 
on Sat. (31), Sept. 6 and Sept. 13. The picture was made in 1916... 
“The Radio Show,” organized by the Radio Industry Council, was 
opened at Earls Court, London yesterday (Tues.). 


IN BOSTON 


WNAC-TV added 25 temporary accounts for duration om newspaper 
strike including ATC suburban theatres . . . Joanne M, Renzi trans- 
ferred trom WNAC-TV production to publicity-advertising .. . 


for upcoming marriage to John Scanlon Sept. 14 . 


Yankee publie affairs dir., spoke at Rotary Club, Hingham .. . Louise 


Morgan, WNAC-TV personality, off on vacash ... WORL featuring 
George Clarke, Record nitery eolumnist, commentary at 7:30 p.m. dalle | 

. WBZ-WBZA planning “World’s Largest Clambake” at Plymouth 
Sept. 15. WBZ giving away 5,000 cuffo tickets ... WNAC headlining | 
news twice a day on Donnelly billboard on Boston Common and window 
of Boston Five Cents Saving Bank . . . Thelma Prescott in for presen- 
tation of U. §. information film at Children’s Theatre, Tufts . . 
WEEI’s Priscilla Fortescue taping interviews with strawhat stars... 
Joe Cullinane, promosh mgr. WEEI, issuing bulletins during news- 
paper strike . Joe Levine setting up dry run for WHDH-TV, new 
Channel 5 tv news and film setup ... Nerm Ziegler, WHDH courier, 
doubling at WGBH-TV with newscasts and production . . . Hub radio | 
stations still getting bonanza on advertising with Boston newspapers | 
conked out 


IN CLEVELAND ... 

Tom Fields, veteran KYW-KYW-TV newscaster, leaves for WRCV 
news berth .. . Ed Clarke named flack for Cleveland Play House... 
WDOK now doing 16 hours of FM music . Eddie Lane named sports 
director of WKST-TV when it opens next month .. . Stuart Buchanan | 
back at McCann-Erickson after surgery Milt Widder, Cleveland 
Press, general chairman of Press Club’s “Page One Ball”... Chuck! 
Bloom, ex-KLAC-TV, named KYW-TV operations supervisor . . . Tom | 
Haley succeeds Joe Finan on KYW-TV’s daily “Cash on the Line” .. .| 
Jack Foley, WEWS, joined Cleveland Transportation ...WTIG went 
on the air headed by Joel Rosenblum, Nick Barry manager, Dick Sho- 
lem, commercial manager . . . Louise Tkacs, KYW news, off to Europe | 

. Irene Myer, WDOK entry, named “Miss Cleveland” ... Frank 
Shaw, Cleveland Play House, subbing for Paul Orgill on “Jungle” 
Bob Keenan exiting KYW announcing for Pittsburgh. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS .. . 


KSTP donated initial $1,000 and is soliciting contributions over the 
air for family of Minneapolis policeman slain by bandits . . . WDGY | 
disk jockey Bill Bennett profiled in August TV Radio Mirror. . Na- | 
tional Telefilm Associates negotiating for purchase of local KMGM.- | 
TV of which Metro pictures owns 25% and which is committed to 
heavy schedule of latter’s feature films. Anather local tv station, WTCN, 
recently acquired by Time, is NTA network affiliate here and is show- | 
ing the 20th-Fox oldies, so that if the NTA KMGM-TYV deal materializes 
two local competing video stations will be thrown together in a strange 
way ... Lee Boyan promoted from WDGY salesman to account execu- | 
tive ... Larry Haeg, WCCO Radio general manager, back at desk after 
a fortnight northern Minnesota vacation . . . WIT'CN-TV-AM promoted | 
Joseph Kahnke from chief engineer to director of engineer for both 
tv and radio and Waiter Fritze from assistant to chief engineer 
WCCO-TV exclusively televised St. Paul Open Golf Tournament in 
which some of nation’s top golfers competed for $20,000 cash prizes 
while WCCO Radio broadcast the Cincinnati N.L.-Detroit A.L. exhibi- 
tion baseball game, both programs having sponsors . . . Bob West, former 
M-G-M script writer and story analyst, resigned from Reid H, Ray Films 
here to join WTCM-TV-AM as announcer. 


IN DETROIT 


Preview of the closely-guarded new Edsel automobile was the feature, 
in color, of the “Jac LeGoff News Show” on WJBK-TV at 11 p.m. | 
Monday (26). Edsel is the first of the 1958 models to be previewed on | 
the show just prior to their public showings. This is the second year | 
LeGoff has given viewers an advance peek at the new cars... WJBK- | 
TV personalities who will participate in the 1957 Michigan State Fair | 
opening parade and wil!l originate their shows from the Fair are Chuck 
Bergeson, host of “Ladies Day,” Jac LeGoff, newscaster; Dr. Everett 
Phelps, weatherman; Betty Bahr, weathergirl, and “Sagebrush Shorty,” | 
western movie emcee .. . A new series of photographic slides featuring | 
Detroit landmarks are being used for WJBK-TV station identification | 
breaks. Among the landmarks being highlighted are the Port of De- | 
troit, Ford Auditorium, Veterans Memorial Building, the new City- | 
County Building, Ambassador Bridge and the Detroit Institute of Arts. 
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Move to Shutter 
Cleve. Radio, TV, 
Films on Sunday 


Cleveland, Aug. 27. 

Court action to force all gadio 
and television staticns as well as 
film houses to close one day a week 
under Ohio’s archaic Blue Law is 
being initiated by James Salanci, 
president of Free Enterprise, Inc. 

Salanci, Cleveland furniture 
dealer, is opposed to the 80-year- 
old law, but formed Free Enter- 
prise in an effort to head off Sun- 
day, Inc., a group that has, by court 
action, forced several suburban 
bakeries to close on Sunday. 

Ohio’s law stipulates that busi- 
ness, employing anyone over 
14 years of age, be closed on the 


| Sabbath, either Saturday or Sun- 
j}day. Salanci contends Sunday, Inc 


favors big business, has religious 


| overtones—denied by Sunday, Inc. 


—and that either “everybody obey 
the law or nobody has to obey it.” 

Sunday, Inc., directed by Harvey 
Yoder and the Rev. B. Bruce White- 
more, both of the Church Federa- 
tion, maintain that “as long as the 
law is on the books it should be 
enforced,” but they have not 
moved against restaurants, movies, 


| etc. 


Salanci, a Catholic, was rejected 
| by Cleveland's chief police prose- 
| cutor (22) when he sought warrants 
against radio and television sta- 
tions, Republic Steel, the Plain 
| Dealer, etc., for remaining open 
l'on Sunday. Prosecuter Conway 
said Salanci did not have evidence. 

Salanci is scheduled to appear 
this week in the county prosecu- 


| tor’s office with documentary proof 


that KYW, KYW-TV, WGAR, 
WERE, Plain Dealer and other key 
industries operate seven-days a 
week. He has photographed those 
businesses (25) operating. 

“If they are found guilty,” said 
Salanci, “we'll pay their $50 fines, 
but we are out to prove that the 
law is ridiculous in this day of op- 
eration with the economie forces 
and recreational demands of our 
society.” 

Salanci added that acticn will be 
taken against all stations, and then 
“we'll move against the movies, the 
| Plain Dealer, gasoline stations and 
all. Either everyone closes one day 
a week or everyone is permitted to 
| stay open.” 
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WNAC | 
stafter feted Olga Mailoi, commercial copy chief, at Vendome dinner | 
. . Frank Luther, | to cope with thousands of telephone} 


Additional newscasts and flash tions. Several ratio station execu- 
bulletins are aired from WVDA's | tives commented the situation was 
7 nuisance with which we have to 


Thunderbird mobile unit. 


WBZ stepped up its newscasts One pointed out, “radio is not 
on its music shows to every 15| geared for this type of operation,| 
mins. WEEI, with Charlie Ashley| and, as has been proven in other 
heading up a special news gather-| Cities where newspaper strikes} 
teat Watt. issued wows gummarics| were called cannot by any stretch) 

8 <x: ap: | of the imagination take the place | 
throughout daily airtime. of daily newspapers.’ 

While radio began bearing down) pisk jocks were hard pressed to) 
to cope with the situash, complaints | keep their platters going and to| 
were rife from advertisers and pub-| weave in all the extra commercials. 

The air was replete with bloopers, 
lic. Costs of radio _and tv adver- 
tising were cited og norohibttire”| particluarly on names of theatres, 
by smaller business firms. News| attractions and stars, from the disk 


News seekers dialing the knobs|J°CK show. : 
complained newscasts were repeti-| Disk jocks, who are carrying the 
tive. extra burden of announcing de-| 
; : , sing| partment store, theatre, automobile 
Radio station staffs were trying | and furniture store blurbs plus 
news, are finding the going rough. 


NBC Rate Card 
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tion’s actual compensation for the 
first quarter of this year and divide 
ing into this the number of come 
pensation units for each station, as 
converted from paid hours after 
waived hours. With this formula 
plus incentive payments for in- 
creased volume, the network antici- 
pates that stations will be receiv- 
ing at least as much and possibly 
more under the new formula than 
under the old compensation setup, 
with considerably less bookkeep- 
ing. 

Formula has already been ap- 
proved by the NBC Affiliates Ex- 
ecutive Committee and has been 
mailed to affiliates. 








calls asking all kinds of news ques- 











#3 MEN OF ANNAPOLIS 
#4 MY FAVORITE STORY 


#1 MAN CALLED X (2 among top network shows) 33.5 
#2 HIGHWAY PATROL “':*"* postion or 


#5 SCIENCE FICTION THEATRE 
ZIV TELEVISION PROGRAMS INC. 


‘Masquerade Party’ 
Switching to ABC-TV 


“Masquerade Party,” which bows 
out at NBC-TV next Wednesday 
(4), has been taken oved by ABC- 
TV, which.is peddling the show 
for a 7:30 p.m. time slot on Mon- 
days. 

It was sponsored on NBC-TV 
Wednesday nights by Max Factor 
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Inside Stuff—TV Films 


As part of its big push to sell 


Shirley Temple feature series, the NTA Film Network has put to- 
gether a seven-minute Temple short for agency and advertiser screen- 
ings. The short consists of clips from “Wee Willie Winkle” and 
“Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm,” two of the four features slated for 
pre-Christmas telecasting on the NTA Film Network. Ideal Toy Co. has 


underwritten one-third sponsorship 


the remaining two-thirds of ‘| 


for 64 markets. 





Television Programs of America has retained Jay Emmett Associates. 


character merchandising organization, to represent TPA in licensing 
of three tv film series, which are “Fury,” “New Adventures of Charlie 


Chan,” and “Captain Gallant of the 


Emmett has been doing the licensing on “Superman” and will con- 


Foreign Legion.” | 


Morrison’s Coast Prowl 
As US. Steel Story Ed 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 


Gerry Morrison, BBD&O pro- | 


ducer-director, will be permanently 
based in Hollywood to scour town 
for story properties for the The- 
atre Guild’s weekly hour drama 
show on CBS-TYV, to be alternative- 
ly sponsored by U. S. Steel and 
Armstrong. His official title will 
be that of story editor of the U. S. 


tinue on that series, which now has about 60 licensed items in retail | Steel Hour, which originates in 


distribution. 





USSR Shooting Telefilm 
On British Way of Life | 
In Recinrocal Pattern 


\a 
g 


are concerned. One reason for 
switching from live to film, Duram 
believes, is the availability of top 
Hollywood stars for film shows as 
contrasted with their relative un- 
vailability for live dramatic pro- 
rams. But once toll-tv is estab- 


New York. 
The move was prompted by the 
need for important stories. 








EEE 





number of projects around, hoping 
to be able to jump into the breach. 
Three, the network successes in 


in the half-hour filmed format, will 
be looked on for copying, some- 
what differently, of course, for the 
syndication market. 

4. Despite the comparative 
healthy state of syndication cur- 
rently, some researchers feel wor- 
ried at what they term the danger 





signals in the economy. They 
maintain the late sell on the net- 
|} work level this season, indicative 


programming, if at all adaptable: 


‘Fat Cat’ Status of Vidpix 


Centineed from page 31 sage 








of the changed position in many 
large industries, in all likelihood 
| will be reflected on tne local level, 
among the big regionals, etc., in 
about another year. In this group, 
there's talk of business plateaus, 
growing competition among syndi- 
cators with more product on the 
market, and the advertising dollar 
remaining comparatively static, if 
;not promising te decline. That's 
| the pessimistic picture, a portrayal 
jbelied by the current times, and 
challenged in other syndication 
quarters. 


London, Aug. 27. | jished—if it is—the stars w.!l quit 





Vladimir Osminin, director of | 
Moscow State Television, and Ro- 
man Tihomirov, a staff interviewer 
for MST, are due to arrive in Brit- | 
ain within the next couple of days | 
to make a 60-minute telefilm about 
the British way of life. 

At present a tv script, prepared 





by the Russians is being studied by |=" 


an Associated-Rediffusion camera 
crew, who'll lense the documentary 
for the Reds. The London weekday 
commercial tv programmers bave 
made a reciprocal arrangement 
with the Russki tv outlet whereby 
each organization is lending the 
other camera and other facilities 
for a documentary film. 

A-R staffers Caryll Doncaster 
and Michael Ingrams are sched- 
uled to go to Russia at the end of 
next month to make their film. 
The Soviet script aims to show the 
domestic scene in a typical English 
home, and among other things, 
visits to Cambridge U. and a state- 
ly home, It is likely that the docu- 
mentary may be screened here as 
well as in the USSR. 


———————————EEe 


Duram 


=m ~4CONtinued from page 31 jee 


fied, but that the line should be 
drawn at that point. 

Position of Dura mis especially 
revealing because his agency has 
operated principally in live tele- 
vision in the past via the Alcoa ac- 
count, which has gone to film for 
the first time in its upcoming 
“‘Aleoa-Goodyeer Anthology” out of 
the Four Star Films production 
stable. If Alcoa doesn’t like what 
it sees in the film situation, it can 
be expected to act as a spark for 
other advertisers dissatisfied with 
the economic structure of films. 

Beyond the pass-along practices, 
Duram sees other forces at work 
which may swing the programming 
trend back to live. One is the ques- 
tion of cost itself, even without 
considering the matter of mid-sea- 
son cost increases. Live program- 
ming is cheaper than film, and with 
television in a perpetual cost spiral, 
a return to live programming may 
become mandatory for some adver- 
tisers. 

Another related issue is the fact 
that film producers have been rely- 
ing on the rerun syndication mar- 
ket for their profits, and that mar- 
ket is gradually becoming so 
crowded with product that it may 
no longer be reliable as a source of 
profits for the network-oriented 
filmmaker. Hence, he may have to 
raise his prices to get a profit out 














of the firstrun in the near future. |, 


Finally, the toll-tv spectre is an- 
other consideration, insofar as stars 
TT 








MAURICE SEYMOUR 


sl ebdelte| 
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PDOANWAY 








free-tv in favor of toll, leaving the 
film sponsor with no reason to stay 
with celluloid. 


Gould 
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the normal kinescope. Higher 
quality is achieved through the 
different approach. Moreover, 
other controls are applied to the 
film in the actual transmission of 


the finished film which further en- 
hance its quality. Gould points 
out that the differences between 
film and kiriescope are levelled off, 
first via the electronic limitations 
of the television studio, and then 
in the reproduction on the tv re- 
ceiver. Increased quality of the 
kinescope, or “telefilm,” process 
is such that there is little differ- 
ence between film and kinnie at 
the receiver end. 

Apart from the obvious ad- 
vantages of lower costs due to the 
inherent cost differences between 
live production and produc- 
tion, Gould cites the fact that un- 
der the new system clients and 
agencies can monitor the commer- 
cials as they are being shut; a :nulti- 
camera setup can be and is used; 
and at the same time shooting does 
not have to be sequential, with 
the regular editing process used in 
film production also used in the 
new -telefilm recording system. 
Moreover, processing is completed 
in 36 hours or less, while all mat- 
ting, titles and other optical ef- 
fects are introduced electronically 
without haying to farm out the 
work to an optical house as is the 
practice in production of film com- 
mercials. ; 

Finally, Gould points out, the 
savings inherent in the system pro- 
vide an answer to an age-old 
agency problem—getting enough 
plays out of the single commercial 
to amortize the high cost, Under 
the new system’s savings, agencies 
can produce additional commer- 
cials which take fewer plays to 


tion of the same blurb. System 
was developed by Gould in his 
Telestudios, which operates a live 
closed-circuit studio setur utilized 
in the past largely for pretesting 
of commercials and programs. 


Venezuelan TV . 


ute tv newsreel and among the 10 
ponsors of the live “Club Femin- 





Feminino,” pay $1.50 per month, 
for which they receive a discount 
card for.the purchase of merchan- 
dise in stores, a monthly women’s 
magazine, the privilege of attend- 


every month, and the right to par- 
ticipate in the door prizes. The 
show, in the air only two months, 
has a membership of about 11,000. 


the 

country is put at 150,000. But ac- 

cording to Cruz, the number of 
will increase 


ee 
: 
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WEEI Tops NY 


By ANTHONY LA CAMERA 


IF I DIDN'T know any better, I'd have started worry- & 


ing long ago about radio station WEEI. It doesn’t blare 
out slogans; it doesn’t identify itself with deafening jingles; 
the golf abilities of its personalities remain a dark secret; 
it doesn’t live by lists of top tunes; its disinterest in baro- 
metric pressure amounts to sheer irresponsibility, and not 
one of its personnel has ever stepped inside a stock car. 


Despite such palpable negligence, especially while so 


many other radio stations are striving to out-do each other — 


with gimmicks, WEEI keeps roJling along without giving 
cause for worry. It consistently ranks 1-2-3 in ratings 
7 tition and, from the financial standpoint, it is enjoy- 
ing its best year since World War II days. 


So how come? Very simple. If WEEI doesn’t have 

a it certainly has a policy—an insistence on bal- 

broadcasting. Aware that they can’t please every- 
one at the same time, its programmers stick to an over-all 
schedule which includes network and local shows in just 
about every category. 

As Boston’s CBS affiliate, it runs the network's varied 
offerings of drama, mystery and adventure shows (CBS 
Radio Workshop, Suspense, Indictment, Gunsmoke, The 
FBI in Peace and War, and Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar), 
soap opera (Helen Trent, Ma Perkins, etc.), comedy, (Sez 
Who, the Stan Freberg Show, Amos ‘n’ Andy), variety (the 
Robert Q. Lewis and Rusty Draper shows), music (Wool- 
worth Hour, Summer in St. Louis, World Music Festivals), 
news and information (Ed Murrow, Lowell Thomas, Invi- 
tation to Learning, World Tonight, Capitol Cloakroom). 

All this and Arthur Godfrey, too. 


Lecal Talent Featured 


ON THE LOCAL LEVEL, WEETI maintains one of the 
few remaining house bands in American radio—the Frank 
Bell Orchestra, which provides accompaniment for Carl 
Moore’s daily Beantown Matinee. .This “live” program, in 
turn, has provided a rare opportunity for such local talent 
as baritone Bill St. Claire, the Hanipton Sisters, Priscilla 
IIowe, the Valenti Sisters, and Pat O'Day. 

In its news, sports and feature departments, the station 
features such “live” personalities as Priscilla Fortescue, 
Charles Ashley, Ralph Morse, Ed Myers, George Richards 
and Fred Cusjck. Spo ster Cusick, who handled the 
play-by-play last winter for CBS-TV’s hockey telecasts, will 


reporting all the Boston College football games on WEEI @& 


next fall. 
The station even prefers to consider those who spin rec- 
ords for it as personalities, rather than as disk jockeys. 


Whatever the classification, Tom Russell has been doing a ©. 
fine platter-and-chatter job each morning; John Marion dis- © 
' plays excellent musical taste on his Saturday-afternoon 


a and Jerry Howard has a faithful late-evening follow. 


Anyway, It’s quite obvious from the foregoing that bal- 
anced broadcasting—meaning the inclusion of something for 
everybody—can and does pay off in the long run. 
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TV Bcasters '56 Profits Swell 
To $190,000,000 (Before Taxes) 


Washington, Aug. 27. 

A whopping 190,000,000 in 
profits (before taxes) was regis- 
tered by the tv broadcasting indus- 
try last year for a gain of 26% over 
1955, according to official figures 
released last week by the Federal 
Communications Commission. 

The three networks and their 15 
owned and operated stations ac- 
counted for 45% of the industry's 
profits 
share as in 1955. 

Earnings of the nets and their 
o & o outlets totaled $85,400,000 or 
26% above 1955. 

Profits of 95 pre-freeze stations, 
exclusive of those owned by the 
webs, continued to mount last year, 
reaching nearly $90,000,000 for a 
10% increase over 1955. 

Reflecting opening of stations in 


new markets, profits of 269 post- | 


freeze VHF outlets . aggregated 
$16,400,000. This was more than 
triple the earnings of 225 post- 
freeze V's in 1955. 

Ultra high stations, of which 
there were 95, reduced their losses 
last year to $1,900,000. In 1955, 
when there were 103 U’s, aggregate 
losses were $4,500,000. In 1954, 
total losses of the 125 U’s which 
were in operation were $10,000,000. 

Total business done by the in- 
dustry in 1956 approximated $90,- 








ALL TEN 


OF THE 


TOP TEN 


PLUS 


24 of the 
TOP 25 


WSAZ-TV 


In the June 1957 ARB 


survey of the 110 county 
area served by Huntington 
Charleston television ... 


WSAZ-TV PROGRAMS 
ARE 
WAY OUT IN FRONT 


1 THE FORD SHOW 


2 THE PERRY COMO 
SHOW 


3 YOUR HIT PARADE 


4 THE LORETTA YOUNG 
SHOW 


5 THE CHEVY SHOW 

6 THE PEOPLE’S CHOICE 

7 FATHER KNOWS BEST 

8 THE STEVE ALLEN 
SHOW 

8 TWENTY ONE 

10 THIS IS YOUR LIFE 
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HUNTINGTON-CHARLESTON, W. VA. 


W.B.0. NETWORK 


Atfihated with Radio Stations 
WSAZ. Huntington & WKAZ, Charleston 


LAWRENCE H. ROGERS, PRESIDENT 
Represented by The Katz Agency 
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This was about the same | 


, 000 for a 20% gain over 1955. The 
nets and their o&o outlets ac- 
Lcounted for about 49° of the vol- 
ume. 
| The 95 pre-freeze V's racked up 
sales of $260,700,000, an increase 
of 13° over the previous year. The 
| 269 post-freeze V’s grossed %i42,- 
| 000,000 for a gain of 44% over 
| sales by the 225 post-freeze V's in 
1955. 
The 95 UHF stations gr sed 
| $32,500,000 as compared to sales 
of $28,500.00 in 1955 by 103 U’ 
| Although the U's comprised one- 
| fifth of the total namber of ty sta- 
| tions last year, they accounted for 
| less than 4% of the total industry 
| business. 
| Report underscores the growing 


ions which have become estab- 
| lished during the last few years. 
| Since 1953, when there were 114 


it 


importance of the new VHF sta-| 


post-freeze V's, these stations have | 


increased their sales from $16,100.- 
| 000 to $161,400,000, the latter fic- 
lure applying to 1956 when 269 
| post-freeze V's reported to FCC on 
| their operations, They now account 
| for 18% of the industry volume 

| On the profit side, these stations 
| have emerged from an aggregate 
| loss of $3,800,000 in 1954 (for 177 
| post-freeze V's) to profits of 
| $4,800,000 in 1955 and earnings of 


| $16,400,000 last. year. They now 
| account for 8.6% of industry 
profits. 





TRUMAN TO SPEAK 
AT NARTB MEET 


Washington, Aug. 27 
National Assn. of Radio and TV 
Broadcasters has landed former 
President Harry Truman a 
speaker for one of its eight re- 
gional conferences to be held in 
September and October. Truman 
will address the Region 5 confer- 
ence Oct. 10 in Kansas City. 
Other guest speakers lined 


as 


up 


of New York, Chairman Warren G 
Magnuson (D-Wash.) of the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee, 
Chairman Oren Harris D-Ark.) of 
the House Interstate Commerce 


(D-Mich.), Rep Hugh Scott 
(R-Pa.), Sen. Ralph Yarborough 
(D-Tex.), Sen. Gordon Alicott 
(R-Colo.) and Goy. Robert D 


Holmes of Oregon. 

Among subjects to be discussed 
at the sessions will be subscrip- 
tion tv and proposed legislation 
affecting the industry. 


RCA Buys ‘Tic Tac,’ 
‘Price Is Right’ TV’ ers 





chasing alternate-week sponsor- 
ship on “The Price Is Right” and 
“Tic Tac Dough.” RCA will share 


Monday night “Price” and with 
Warner Lambert on “TTD.” Deals 
were set via Kenyon & Eckhardt. 

As a result of the RCA sponsor- 
ship on both shows, NBC is con- 
verting them to colorcasts, thus 
expanding still further the color 
lineup for the fall. 


Nestle’s Anderson Buy 


American Broadcasting Network 
has inked its first participating 
sponsor for the new Herb Oscar 
Anderson show, which kicks off 
next Monday (2) in the 10 to lil 
a.m. slot. Nestle Co., via Bryan 
Houston, has picked up three seg- 
ments a week in the stanza. 

Nestle also purchased three seg- 
ments a week on “Breakfast. Club,” 
joing Lewyt Corp. as latest sponsor 
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Why Webs 
Washington, Aug. 27. 
If there’s any mystery to the 
opposition of the networks and 
the big VHF stations to sub- 
scription tv, the report of the 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission last week on financial 
operations of the industry in 
1956 should solve it. Since 
1952, the report shows, the 
nets and their o and o outlets 
have increased their volume 
from $180,000,000 to $442,- 
000,000 Simultaneously, the 
average pre-freeze station (not 
owned by networks) has ex- 
panded its annual business 
from $1,540,000 to $2,740,000. 
During this five-year period, 
profits of the nets and their o 
and o’s (before taxes), have 
grown from $9,900,000 to $85.,- 
400,000. At the same time, 
the average pre-freeze station 
has increased its annual profits 
from $500.000 to approximate- 
ly $1,000,000—despite advent 
of “competition” from new 
stations in most markets. 








‘Fractionals’ 
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Rochester appears to be the pre-| 


vailing trend in such major cities! “ 


as Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Detroit 
and even Chicago, which at one} 
time boasted four outlets catering | 
exclusively to the Polish commun- 
ity. } 

The situation in New York is,| 
perhaps alone of all the major} 
markets, atypical. There is such a) 


| diversification of frequencies that 


include Gov. W. Averell Harriman | 


Committee, Sen. Charles E. Potter} 


Gotham broadcasters find “frac-| 
tional” programming a most profit-| 
able venture. (Oddly enough, in| 
Los Angeles, which boasts even 
more AM frequencies than N.Y, 
there is practically tittle or no spe- 
cialized broadcasting). 

The vast growth of the Puerto 
Rican market, the fact that over 
the past 10 years nearly 90% of 
all Italians emigrating to America) 
have permanently domiciled in 
New York; the giant status of the) 
Negro market—all these have been | 
contributing factors in New York, 
alone of all metropolitan areas, re-| 
maining a major force in “frac-} 
tional” broadcasting, as witness in| 
particular the success stories of| 
WOV, WHOM, WLIB and WWRL.| 
(Coincidentally, the recognition of! 
the enormity of the Negro market! 
has provided work to many a tal-| 
ented Negro performer who might! 
otherwise have found the going 
rough). | 

As far as television is concerned, | 
the entry into specialized program-| 
ming with an eye toward the for-| 
eign elements has added up to a} 
virtual blank. WATV in Newark,| 
N.J., has had some indifferent re-| 
sults with its Spanish programming | 
(and it’s understood that the sta-| 


tion plans to devote a major por-| 


| tion of its telecast day to foreign) 


RCA has finalized its fall spon- 
sorship lineup on NBC-TY by pur-| 


the bankrolling with Speidel on)! 


|up,” and actually the creation of 
;the unit stemmed from their work 


of the Don McNeill stanza. Lewyt,|for such a unit to exist, 
making its first use of network ra-|tapped Midgley & Co. for the as- 
dio, will sponsor one segment a/|signment. 

week, via Hicks & Greist agency. | 


programming starting next month). | 
But that’s about the sum total of| 
the tv story. 


In-Depth News 
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correspondent), John Sharnik as| 
writer, Joseph Zigman as associ-| 
ate producer and film supervisor 
and Jane Bartels as researcher. 
These, plus an office staff, com- 
prised Midgley’s staff on “Round- 


| 


on the latter show. 

Since the unit Was geared to an 
in-depth operation on “Roundup,” 
they were called upon during the 
Doria disaster to handle the web’s 
special live-and-film show that 
night. Later, they did “Cyprus 
| Today,” “World in Crisis” and the 
| Fidel Castro show. CBS news di- 
:rector John Day and tv news boss 
Malcolm (Mac) Johnson figured it 
| would be a logical progression in 
the development of television —_ 
an 








The unit will be based at CBS'| 


will pick up correspondents and 
camera teams at the site of the in- 
dividual story. For example, CBS 
Bonn correspondent Ernest Leiser 
is doing the special on Germany, 
with CBS’ German film crews 
headed by Jerry Schwartzkopf 
handling the footage. But Shar- 
nik has been in Germany the past 
four weeks handling the scripting 
and supervising the filming. Foot- 
age will be assembled and edited, 
narration added and other produc- 
tion details attended to by Midgley 
and his unit in N. Y. 


CBS-St. Louis 
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factory terms with the Channel 11 
contestants, with the latter, of 
course, taking over the new build- 
ing under construction and reim- 
bursing CBS for all monies spent 
thus far. How much it would cost 
CBS to acquire KWK-TV isn't 


| being tipped but the fact that CBS 


would take over three months in 
a@vance of the Channel 11 starting 
date would be a consideration in 
the price tag. Buteperhaps most 
important of all, CBS is letting 
e KWK ownership take all the 
initiative. By virtue of the im- 
pending litigation over Channel 
11, CBS will do nothing to jeop- 
ardize its position or create any 
kind of embarrassment that would 
put it in an awkward position. As 
far as Columbia is concerned, the 
transaction would have to be clean 
as a whistle. 

Further enhancing the St. Louis 
tv picture is the fact that Chan- 
nels 4, 11 and 5 (the latter KSD- 
TV, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
station and NBC affiliate) would be 
sharing a 2,000-foot high trans- 
mitter under a joint proposal. 
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tv medium, saying that “daytime 
television (is) too static.” He said 
the firms’ combined $1,000,000 
broadcast ad budget formerly had 
been limited to spot tv in 35 of 
the nation’s top markets. Now, Tint 
’n Set and Rand’s Permanette will 
augment their Mutual network 
campaigns with newspaper lineage 
and magazine displays. Himmel also 
called tv too expensive, adding that 
he feels that the news spots on 
MBS will do the job of reaching 
the desired diversified and undup- 
licated women’s audience. 

The above sales, including others 
inked recently for Oragen and Ex- 
Lax, puts about 75% of Mutual's 
news shows and ID’s sold out. In 
about two weeks, adding the new 
accounts and the renewals, some 
of which are religious shows, net 
has inked about $1,750,000 in busi- 


Hate Fee-TV News headquarters in N. Y. ind Pan Am’s Reprise 


On ‘Meet Press’ 

Pan American World Airways is 
returning to NBC-TV and its “Meet 
|the Press” as the show’s fulltime 
| sponsor starting Jan. 5. That’s fol- 
lowing the completion of Pan Am’s 
sponsorship for a year of “See It 
| Now” on CBS-TV, with the new 
| “Press” pact to run for 39 weeks. 
| Deal was set last week through 
J. Walter Thompson. 

“Press” will run on a co-op basis 
until the Pan Am sponsorship be- 
comes effective. Pan Am was a 
“Press” alternate sponsor until last 
February, when it moved into 
“NBC News” for a brief span and 
then switched to CBS-TV. Since 
that time, Johns-Mansville, the Pan 
Am alternate, has also ankled 
“Press,” leaving it as a full co-op 
feature. 


ABC Radio’s Stations 
Dept. Scraps ‘Relations’ 
In New Ed DeGray Setup 


American Broadcasting Network 
is scrapping the title of its station 
relations department and is now 
calling it The Stations Department, 
with v.p. Ed DeGray getting the 
new title of v.p. in charge of sta- 
tions. ABN prexy Bob Eastman is 
so naming the new setup because 
of its expansion into the areas of 
troubie-shooting for affiliates in 
their local problems as well as 
handling the regular network rela- 
tions. 

Under the umbrella setup, the 
web will have a director of special 
station services (Dale Moudy has 
been tapped for that assignment), a 
station program executive, a sta- 
tion research specialist and a sta- 
tion exploitation specialist. On the 
normal station relations side, Earl 
Mullin continues as manager of the 
station relations division and Frank 
Atkinson and Briggs Baugh as re- 
gional managers. 








Dallas—Eddie Barker, news di- 
rector of KRLD, has been named 
director of both KRLD and KRLD- 
TV news departments. 


BUILDING...SALE...RENT 


125 WEST 43rd 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 
former TOWN. HALL of AIR BLDG. 
7500 sq. ft. levator Part. Air Con. 
_ Excellent Condition 











Ideal—Producer, Agency or Union 
Adjacent te Town Hall 
For Information: 
Wm. Lese, TE 8-6600 
PEASE & ELLIMAN, INC. 
60 East 56th St., N. Y., N. Y. 














WANTED 


; a disc-jockey who 
knows he's got that ‘some- 
thing” . . . knows the popy 
lar music history of America 
from "Pony Boy” up to NOW 
.. . has wit, humor and dis- 
position worth national rec- 
ognition ... could be a king 
in the promotion field (if he 
wanted to) ... can get the 
respect of every father in 
town, charm mama, and keep 
the kids crazy about him... 
has a sound... can take or- 
ders sometimes .. . loves 
money ... and is ready to 
move to a great mid-west 
indie. 


Resume — QUICK ! 


Box 56, VARIETY 
154 W. 46th St., New York 36, N.Y. 


Our Staff knows about this ‘ad. 


. 











WANTED 


a Music. Librarian who 
speaks fluent "thirty-three," 
“forty-five,” and ‘'seventy- 
eight"—for whom an album 
is not something to put pic- 
tures in—can plan a program 
of integrated music or de- 
segregate rock-and-roll with- 
out causing a local revolt— 
remembers more about hits, 
bands, sidemen, band-lead- 
ers, and cataloguing than the 
boss will ever know—can 
agree with a dee-jay with- 
out crossing the P.D. and 
vice versa—can live on a 
good salary and is eager to 
move to a great mid-west 
indie. 

Resume — QUICK |. 
Box 57, VARIETY 
154 W. 46th St., New York 36, N.Y. 
Our Staff knows about this ad. 
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WEB-DISK LINKS UNDER FIRE 








Diskeries’ Music 


? 


Pub ‘Good Will’ 


Whatever may be the other overtones to the new cycle of a&r 
shifts and rumors, a basic factor is the recording companies’ 
new recognition of the fundamental value of good will relation- 
ships with the music publishers, 





Too many publishers have weight in too many places to be 


pushed around despite the fact 
in recent years has made the 


that the nature of the business 
record so vital a plug medium. 


Specifically, as the stature of the LP business continues to grow, 
pyramiding the packaged goods into an important sales item, 
the publisher with a wealth of standard copyrights reassumes 
his true place in the sun. Furthermore, at least three major 


music publishing groups have 


vital Hollywood ties, while the 


Max Dreyfus group is dominant in the production field. 


The diskeries’ scramble for soundtrack values and production 
scores has heightened the publishers’ stature. And whether or 
not what they have to offer may or may not conform with the 
current criteria in the field of the single popular records, fact is 
that the music publisher is too important to the record business. 


When a Herman Starr (Warner Bras. group) tells a diskery 
he’ll do business with it but “wants no part” of this or that in- 


dividual, who might be feeling 


his oats as a sudden sixmonth 


wonder of the record business, the responsible executives within 
the established phonograph companies know well enough to 


take such business relationship 


very seriously. 





Heretofore the publisher-aé&r strife has been punctuated by 


charges of favoritism, angles, cut-ins, payola, étc 


recording outfits must place a 


. Now the top 
high premium on the good will 


relations with the music publishers who feed the diskeries their 


material. This is a new element 
of great value. 


not heretofore accepted as being 


What is underscored is the hard-business recognition of cor- 


dial relations. 
albums, anything having to do 


Savage A&R Breast” is important. 


Certainly in this day and age of mood music 


with “Mood Music to Sooth the 
Without the package deals, 


at cutrate royalties for so many of the standards, these albums 


would be prohibitively scaled 


at the basic 2c-per-tune copy- 


right fee. Once again, Uncle Sam to the rescue! 


— 





Marek Likes 


Italo Routine 


RCA Victor Chief Cut 4 Operas in Rome; Will 
Record Again There in ’58 


Marek, RCA Victor 
recording topper as v.p. and g.m., 
will continue his annual summer 
recording trips to Rome and other 
environs because he has found, 
from experience, that “the eat, 
sleep and sing method” makes his 
July incursions to the Rome Opera 
House very worthwhile for the 
company. 

This year he-waxed four albums, 
“Tosca” (Milanov Zinke, Jussi 
Bjoerling and Leonard Warren), 
“Madame Butterfly” (Anna Moffo, 
Rosalind Elias, Cesare Valletti), 
“Orfeo” (Rise Stevens and Roberta 
Peters) and “Lucia di Lammer- 
moor” (Roberta Peters, Jan 
Peerce). Pierre Monteux conducted 
“Orfeo” . and Erich Leinsdorf 
batoned the other three. 

While Victor defrays the costs 
of some 12 people, including re- 
cording director Dick Moore, chief 
engineer Al Pulley and recording 
engineer Lon Leyton, Marek finds 
that the eat-sleep-sing routine is 
very satisfactory. There are no 
telephonic distractions from man- 
agers, friends, bookings, etc., and 
by concentrating on doing only 
the one best possible job—some 
portions of the recorded operas 
are done over as many as 12 times, 
says Marek—the end-result can’t 
help being great. 

“The very isolation gives them 
extraordinary zest and lift” in his 
opinion. “Then, too, working in 
the Rome Opera House with 80 
musicians and a vocal chorus of 40 
gives each opera a value beyond 
our economic reach if made in the 
States. Yet the technique is the 
best, stereophonic, triple-track 
sound.” 

Victor has been merchandising 
these Marek personally-produced 
operatic albums for several years 
now. At least a 20,000 sale must be 
achieved before these costly sound- 
on-wax productions start to pay off, 
but it has averaged out okay for 
some time, says he. - 

While abroad, Marek also hud- 
died with the new London Record 
(E. R. Lewis) echelons in England 
and on the Continent, now that the 
EMI (His Master’s Voice) pact 
has expired with the American 
Victor label. He returned to New 
York last week and is slated for a 
Hollywood powwow next week. 


George R. 





o- 


ASCAP Names Bregman 
To Fill Goodwin Slot 


Jack Bregman, of Bregman, 
Vocco & Conn Music, has been 
elected to the board of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
& Publishers to fill out the unex- 
pired term of Bernard Goodwin, 
who recently exited as chief of the 
Paramount Music firms for an exec 
slot at Dumont Broadcasting, a Par 
affiliate. 

Bregman served as _ publisher- 
member on the ASCAP board sevy- 
eral years ago. 


Columbia Nabs 
‘West Side Story’ 
Bway Cast Pkge. 


Columbia Records will start its 
1957-58 original cast album sea- 
son rolling with “West Side Story.” 
Tuner, which opened its tryout 
run in Washington last week to 
favorable notices, was penned by 
Leonard Bernstein and Stephen 
Sondheim. 

Show is slated to open on Broad- 
way Sept. 26. Carol Lawrence, 
Larry Kert and Chita Rivera are 
featured in the cast. 

Col’s acquisition of “West Side 
Story” marks the fourtii company 
to latch on to an original cast 
package this season. Atlantic has 
“Simply Heavenly,” RCA Victor 
has “Jamaica,” and Decca has 
“Copper and Brass.” 


Nelson to Imperial 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Imperial Records has inked Ricky 
Nelson to an exclusive contract. 
He cut initial twe sider for im- 
mediate release backed by a hefty 
promotion. 











label with “I’m Walkin’.” 


SENATE FLOUR 


Washington, Aug. 27. 

A bill to prohibit broadcasters 
(from owning stock in Broadcast 
Music Inc., music publishing firms 
and phonograph record companies 
has been introduced by Sen. 
George A. Smathers (D., Fla.). 

| Measure is in the form of an 
jamendment to the Communica- 
itions Act, which provides that no 
j}company, either directly or in- 
| directly in the music business, may 
|receive or hold a broadcast license. 

A member of the Senate Inter- 
|state and Foreign Commerce Com- 
mittee, which considers such legis- 
lation, Smathers charged that the 
{broadcasters are depriving the 
American public “of the opportuni- 
ty of hearing new and dramatic 
{songs because those songs do not 
| come from the right or controlling 
| organization. 

As he explained the bill on the 

Senate floor last week, Smathers 
|found considerable sympathy 
| among his colleagues. 
Senator Barry Goldwater (R., 
Ariz.) asked Smathers: “Would the 
| Senator agree that the airways of 
this country have been flooded 
| with inferior music since BMI was 
formed?” 

“I would completely agree,” said 
| Smathers. 

“I hope,” continued Goldwater, 
|“something can be done by the 
| proper- committees of the Congress 
to ascertain why BMI was started 
land what it has done to good, de- 
}eent American music since it has 
been existence.” 

Senator Warren G. Magnuson 
(D., Wash.), chairman of the Senate 
Interstate Committee, stated that 
“This is a matter which has been 
long considered to be a subject 
necessary to be gone into by the 
members of the Committee. 

“I think there has been some 
hesitancy about taking the matter 
up without there being before the 
Senate a bili such as the one the 
senator from Florida has intro- 
duced, because there is a_ suit 
pending. 

“This is a matter of much im- 
portance to the people of America 

(Continued on page 46) 


Gallic Jukes Booming 
U.S. Names; The Platters, 
Belafonte, Presley Hot 


Paris, Aug. 27. 

Summer hiatus to resorts has 
jukeboxes booming at the cafes and 
night spots there, for both listen- 
ing and dancing. It has also given 
the young set new platter faves 
which will probably carry over to 
thé return home and help set up 
new disk names. Survey by Paris- 
Press denotes that U.S. names are 
forging ahead. 

Topper is The Platters’ platter 
ef “Only You,” followed by Harry 
Belafonte’s “Banana Boat.” Then 
come the Platters again with “Re- 
member When,” with the Italo 
“Bambino” next in renditions by 
songstress Dalida and the Italo 
orch of Marino Marini. 

Two more Marini’s are in order 








UF NOW GN Music Performance Trust Funds Hit 
Peak With $4,650,000 ‘57-58 Outlay 


+ The 


Music Performance Trust 





Mills Publishes Works 
By 18th Century Padre 


The complete piano works by an 
18th Century Spanish monk, Padre 
Antonio Soler, has just been pub- 
lished by Mills Music in three 
books. The piano repertory was 
discovered in Spanish monastery by 
classical pianist Frederick Marvin. 
Written in the old musical nota- 
tion, Marvin edited and retrans- 
scribed the works for the 
publications. 

Marvin also has recorded Soler's 
piano works for a Gold Seal Decca 
LP, due for release in a couple of 
weeks. ABC radio network is pre- 
| viewing the platter on its Sept. 14 
and 21 shows. 





} 


Sholes Looking 
e . 

For A&R Aide; 

b 
Thiele in Talks 

Steve Sholes, who has taken over 
as overall artists & repertoire chief 
for RCA Victor's single depart- 
| ment, is shopping around for an 
assistant a&r man to work in the 
pop department. Prominent under 
| consideration is Bob Thiele, Coral’s 
j}a&r chief who once before was 
asked to move over into the Victor 
organization, but turned down the 
offer. At the present time, the 
Victor pop department has musical 
directors Hugo Winterhalter and 
Joe Reisman at the N.Y. home- 
office, but Sholes is understood to 
want someone to help him sieve 
the vast quantities of pop material 
that pour into Victor daily. 

Sholes, at the same time, is plan- 
ning to tighten up the Victor re- 
leasing schedule with a more 
regular output of sides by artists 
}on the Victor roster. That will be 
accomplished by some sharp prun- 
ing of the number of singers and 
combos now under contract to the 
company. At the present time, 


there are over 100 names under 
Victor deals, in the pop and coun- 








them only for four sides. 

As a&r boss of singles, covering 
pop, hillbilly and rhythm & blues, 
| Sholes will be at the chain of com- 
mand in which the various a&r 
men under him will be given con- 
siderable freedom of action. On 
the Coast, Dick Peirce is heading 
up the singles’ a&r operation, also 
under Sholes aegis. 


Kostelanetz Preems 
Harold Arlen Suite 


Minneapolis, Aug. 27. 
Andre Kostelanetz is conducting 
the preem of Harold Arlen’s sym- 





era” 





with the Minneapolis 
phony tonight (Tues.). It's a 35- 


Sym- 


Mills 


try & western categories, many of | 


phonic suite from his “Blues Op- | 


with “Sophia” and “Calypso” and | minute suite based on a stage work | 
its longrun popularity via Doris| first time in 1958 at the World's | 
Day and Michele Arnaud. Elvis | Fair in Brussels under the aegis of | 
Presley is finally getting some plav | Robert Breen, Arlen and Mark Mar- 


| Funds, whceih have been the target 
| for a flock of law suits filed mainly 
| by Coast musicians, are steadily in- 
creasing its yearly revenues and 
| allocations for the relief of unem- 
|ployed musicians. For the year 
} ending in June, 1958, it's estimated 
| that the Funds, covering both the 
|} disk and tv-film industries, will 
jhave allocated some $4,650,000 for 
musical projects, a new peak. This 
figure compares to $3,900,000 allo- 
|eated for such purposes during the 
| previous 12-month period. 
The Trust Funds, the special 
|baby of American Federation of 
| Musicians’ prexy James C. Petrillo, 
| were set up by the tv and disk in- 
dustries as trusts administered by 
;Samuel R. Rosenbaum for -the 
bankrolling of cuffo concerts in 
| parks, hospitals. etc. Royalties are 
| collected by the Funds from each 
i disk sold and from gross sales of 
vidpix using AFM-made music. 
The take from both the disk and 
tv industries has traced an ascend- 
ing curve from the time the Trust 
was initially set up in 1948 in its 
present form. Of the total 1956 
| revenue, amounting to $4,521,600, 
| $3,226,000 came from the disk in- 
} dustry and $1,255,600 came from 
television. Last year, the Fuads 
sponsored over 10,600 projects in 
the U.S. and Canada, involving 


Continued on page 47) 
WINS, N.Y., Goes 
On Top 40 Diet 
While the disk companies and 
music publishers are burning, 
more and more radio*stations are 
turning to compiling “Top 40” lists 
for programming purposes. Latest 
to go “Top 40” is WINS in N. Y., 
which, except for Alan Freed and 
Jack Lacy who are being given 
wider latitude, will spotlight the 
“hits” almost exclusively. A jockey 
like Syd Gross, whose “Voice in 
the Night” post-midnight show 
has been featuring mood music, 
has been forced to switch to the 
ballad side of the top hits. 
Publishers and diskers have 
been rapping the “Top 40” habit 
because it is blocking new material 
from getting exposure. Some sta- 
| tions, like WMCA, in N. Y., which 
juses a “Top 40” list, has been, at 


|the same time, also trying to spot- 
light new entries as well 


THE CASSIDYS SLICE 
‘BRIGADOON’ FOR COL 


Shirley Jones and Jack Cassidy, 
|Columbia Records’ Mr. and Mrs. 
| vocal team, have grooved a “Briga- 
{doon album for the label. The 
| score for “Brigadoon” was penned 
by Alan Jay Lerner and Freder- 
'ick Loewe, composers of “My Fair 
'Lady,” which is a_ 1,000,000-plus 
original east album seller for Col. 

The original cast set of “Briga- 
doon” was issued by RCA Victor. 











then “Que Sera Sera” maintains | which will be produced for the | Mpls. Symph Asks Out 


From Hot-Spot Syria 


| demand at vacation-time spots and 
‘4 h 


4 Dot’s Album Discount 


here on “Don’t Be Cruel” backed 
up by Charles Aznavour, Philippe 
| Clay and Gilbert Becaud. 

It is notable that most of the 
songs preferred are American and 
Italo for they have the most beat 
and remain the most danceable 
while the Gallic ditties are more 
subtle and more for the ear than 
| the feet. Thus the big Gallic vaude 
land boite names are not much in 





it gives a good chance for t 
emergence of new names. 


Leon McAuliff to Dot 


| Dot Records has added Leon 
| McAuliff & His Cimarron Boys to 
its talent roster. 

McAuliff’s combo will cut both 








Nelson had a hit on the Verve; in the pop and country & western | 


groove. 


|vin. The “Blues Opera” will then 
j}tour Europe and will play the 
| U.S. for the 1958-59 season. 

| Kostelanetz has also scheduled 
|performances of the Arlen work 
this fall and winter with the N.Y. 
| Philharmonic, the San Francisco 
|Symphony and other key city 
symphs. 





Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
To hypo album sales, Dot Rec- 
ords has set up a 10° discount to 
| distributors, 
| log, including 19 new LP’s skedded 
for August-September release, and 
l three new EP’s for same period. 
Discount is effective Aug. 15 to 
Sept. 30. 


to be passed on to) 
dealers, on label's entire LP cata-! 


| Minneapolis, Aug. 27. 
Because of the tense political 
situation there, the Minneapolis 
Symphony Orchestra's tour man- 
{ager has cabled the American Na- 
| tional Theatre & Academy in New 
| York, handling the tour under 
State Department spdénsorship, in- 
| structing it to cancel the orches- 
itra’s scheduled engagement~ at 
| Damascus, Syria. 
| The engagement in Syria, one of 
|a number set for the Orchestra in 
| Europe and Asia, had been widely 
advertised there as a star attrac- 
tion of the annual Damascus fair. 





Homer & Jethro, radio and re- 
cording artists, will be the fea- 
tured entertainers at the Brazoria 
County's 1957 Fair and Fat Stock 
Show in Angleton, Tex.,. Oct. 8 
‘to 12 
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By HERM SC 


Johnny Mathis (Colum bia): 
“CHANCES ARE” (Korwin), a top- | 
flight ballad, is a cinch hit. “THE 
TWELFTH OF NEVER” (Em- 
press*), a standout pop rewrite of | 
the old English ballad, “THE 
RIDDLE SONG,” is belted all the 
way home. 

Tommy Leonetti (Vik): “PRE- 
CiIOUS LOVE” (Regent?*), a fine 
bailad, impresses with hit potential 
via a savvy crooning stint by 
Tommy Leonetti. “I'D CLIMB THE 
HIGHEST MOUNTAIN” ‘Bourne*) 
is a good workover of the oldie. | 

Billy Williams Quartet (MGM): 
“THE GAUCHO SERENADE” 
(Remick*), the standard, turns up! 
in a socko slice by the Biily Wil-| 
liams combo, Could go all the way. 
“SHANGHAI” (Advanced*) is a 
swinging version of another song 
due for a revival. 

Tony Perkins 
“FIRST ROMANCE” (Pan?*), a neat 
ballad, is sold in a pleasing, simple | 
style by film actor Tony Perkins, | 
the young film actor who’s due to} 
make a big noise in the disk mar- | 
ket. “MOONLIGHT SWIM” (Dan- | 
iels*) is a good cover of the Hawai- | 
ian-styled ballad. 

Nat King Cole (Capitol): “SONG 
OF RAINTREE COUNTY” (Rob- | 
bins*), title tune of the MGM pic, is 
a lovely ballad handled with Nat 
Cole’s usual sensitivity. Johnny | 
Green, who backed Cole for the 


(RCA Victor): | 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


{by Richard Hayes. 





HOENFELD 





“WHAT'S THAT” (Reg Connelly*) | 


is another highly listenable entry | 
with a tricky musical phrase. 

Joel Grey (Capitol): “EVERY-| 
TIME I ASK MY HEART” (Long-| 
horn) is a good ballad delivered in| 
a somewhat hokey rock ’n’ roil| 


| style by Joel Grey. “MOONLIGHT | 


SWIM” (Daniels*) is another good 
version of this widely covered 
tune. 

Gordon Terry (Cadence): “WILD 
HONEY” (Acuff-Rose*) is a good 
country tune delivered with a 
pleasing. rockabilly quality by Gor- 
don Terry. “RUN LITTLE JOEY” | 
(Merge) is a fast-tempoed item 

Richard Hayes (Decca): “SWING- 
IN’ SWEETHEARTS” (Morris*), a 
juve-slanted ballad with a tricky 
beat, gets a neat commercial ride 
“HANGIN’ 
AROUND” (Melrose*) is a simple 


| tune with a beat, also well handled. 


Jimmy Cavello & His House 
Rockers (Coral): “YO-YO BABY” 
(Vernon*) is a tailormade rock ‘n’ 
roll number dished up in last 
year’s style. “TEENAGE LOVER” 
(Figure*), the slow ballad, is an- 
other routine slice. 

Alan Dale (ABC-Paramount): 
“I'LL NEVER FORGIVE YOU” 
(Thornette*), a swinging number 
in shuffle tempo, gets a slick vo- 
cal slice by Alan, Dale. “HOW 
VERY WONDERFUL” (Dalton*) is 





Best 


JOHNNY MATHIS ..... 


Bets 


art andil CHANCES ARE 





(COMNND ONE acing Ke bb wideeos ‘ The Twelfth of Never 
TOMMY LEONETTI ....... & ; .. PRECIOUS LOVE 
CWE, stated sank as I'd Climb the Highest Mountain 
BILLY WILLIAMS QUARTET THE GAUCHO SERENADE 
(MGM) PEGI NS SO CECT SSeRe 09 wo <neeeRE . Shanghai 
EY, 9 50h bona ed ooo thw ss .. FIRST ROMANCE 
(REA Wierd .. cance vwe- ‘ se eeenere Moonlight Swim 
NAT (KING) COLE........... SONG OF RAINTREE COUNTY 
Lt! a ae ree With You on My Mind 
ER Be Oo vx dol ce es cones DEEP PURPLE 
CLAIGOUENY dle 60h eeicinee ices ‘ . Do It Again 
aaeeiinice 
soundtrack version, also has a fine|a classy ballad also effectively 


instrumental cut of this number for 

MGM Records. “WITH YOU ON MY | 
MIND” (Muirfield*), a fair rhythm | 
tune, must get by via Cole’s impact. | 

Billy Ward & His Dominos (Lib- 
erty): “DEEP: PURPLE” (Robbins*) | 
is another fine oldie that could | 
come back big via this supercharged | 
modern treatment. “DO IT AGAIN" | 
(Ward*) registers as a neat rhythm | 
ballad with a light latin flavor. | 

The Coasters (Atco: “MY BABY 
COMES TO ME” (Tiger?), a good 
entry in the blues genre, gets an 
offbeat ride by a hot rock '‘n’ roll | 
combo. “IDOL WITH THE GOLD- 
EN HEAD” (Tiger?) is a more pre- | 
tentious piece of material. 

Clare Nelson (Epic): “MOON- 
LIGHT SWIM” (Daniels*! gets 
still another cover with a neat| 
vocal by Clare Nelson. The 
Hawaiian motif is also very evi- 
dent on the flip side, “FLOWERS | 
ON THE WATER” (Choice*). 

Mills Bres. (Decca): “CHANGE 
FOR A PENNY” (Golden Bell*) is 


a neat, slow-tempoed ballad de- 
livered in smooth style by the 
Mills Bros. “TWO-MINUTE 


TANGO” (Roosevelt*) is a catching 
slice 

Vaughn Monroe (RCA Victor): | 
“MISS YOU” (Joy*), in a new cycle 
of disks, gets a potent versicn by | 
Vaughan Monroe that could hit | 
big “TOMORROW, TOMOR- | 
ROW” (Marks?) is a charming bal- | 
lad done in light marching tempo. 

Carol Burnette (ABC-Para- 
mount): “I MADE A FOOL OF 
MYSELF OVER JOHN FOSTER 
DULLES” (Bloom*), a humorous 
piece of special material by Ken} 
Welch, Jr., which is belted by)| 
Caro! Burnette for maximum im- 
pact. Should get plenty of spins 
and a big play in Washington, D.C. | 
“PUPPY LOVE” (Bloom*) is a neat 
takeoff on the rock 'n’ roll school of 
performers. 

Sonny Land Trio (Prep): “THE 
SPREADING CHESTNUT” 
(Merge?), a nice ballad, gets an ex- 
cellent werkout by this pleasant- 
sounding vocal combo. “MY SPE- 
CIAL ANGEL” (Merge?) 
other okay entry: 

Beverly Sisters (London): “OLD! 
ENOUGH TO KNOW” (Mills*) is | 
a commercial item slanted for the | 
teenagers and delivered in okay | 
rocking style by the British Bev-| 
erley Sisters. "= REMEMBER | 
MAMA” (Tobey*) gets a standout | 
slice. 

Henri Rene Orch (RCA Victor): 
“PERPETUAL MELODY” (Crite- | 
rion*), a catching melody, gets a| 
lilting, tasteful instrumental slice. 


is an-| 


| Andrews 


| hit with the kids. 


sold. 
Andrews Sisters (Capitol): “BY 
HIS WORD” (Leeds*) is a bright 


| DRIVER'S 


{(Warman?) is so-so. 


Compiled by Sam Goody's, 
whose global mail order operati 
market, but internationally). 








Goody's Album Bestsellers 


leading New York disk retailer 
on reflects not only the national 





Artist - Title Label 
1. Around World 80 Days Sound track Decca 
2. Frank Sinatra A Swingin’ Affair Capitol 
3. Mantovani Film Encores London 
4. The Weavers At Carnegie Hall Vanguard 
5. My Fair Lady Original Cast Columbia 
6. Harry Belafonte Calypso RCA Victor 
7. Lena Horne At The Waldorf RCA Victor 
8. Nat Cole This Is Nat King Cole Capitol 
| 9, Ella Fitzgerald Sings Rodgers & Hart Verve 
10. New Girl In Town Original Cast RCA Victor 
| 11, Erroll Garner Concert By The Sea Columbia 
112, Three Penny Opera Original Cast MGM 
| 13. Fitzgerald-Armstrong Ella & Louis Verve 
| 14. Nat Cole Love Is The Thing Capitol 
}15. Edmundo Ros Rhythms of the South London 
lit Johnny Mathis tee oe re Columbia 
y 17. Shelly Manne My Fair Lady Contemporary 
LAW RENCE WELK | 18. Mantovani Great Operatic Arias London 
And His CHAMPAGNE MUSIC | 19. Harry Belafonte Evening With Belafonte RCA Victor 
3rd Consecutive Year 20. Polly Bergen Bergen Sings Morgan Columbia 
Dodge Dancing Party 
ABC-TV—Sat. 9-10 P.M., E.S.T. 
For Dodge Dealers of America 
Top Tunes and New Talent 


ABC-TV Mon, 9:30-10:30 pm, E.S.T. 
Dodge-and Plymouth | 

Coral Records | 
Thesaurus Transcriptions | 


Album Reviews 











| “Belafonte Sings of the Carib- 
” (RCA Vi r) is another sock 
mark*), title song of the Cinerama | bean = . sre ay calypso 
production, gets a lush orch-choral commercial packag 
workover with class results.| songs. Once again, Harry Belafonte 
“SERENADE TO MICHELLE” | has assembled a repertory of bal- 
ene ll is an attractive instru- | lads, work songs and humorous 
mental. | aa rf _ , : shi 
- ditties, all delivered in the singer's 
Bert Wells (Key): “BEATIE- | . ae ie : 
BEATIN’” (Round Table*), a cute | flavorsome style. Tunes like 
piece of country material, gets very | “Lucy’s Door,” “Don’t Ever Love 
bright workover by Bert Wells for | Me” and “Lead Man Holler” could 
considerable pop appeal. “CAT-| “Love, Love 


—e. *” : |step out as singles. 
straight ‘ees green is in @/ Alone” is 2 salty calypso comment 


|on the Duke and Duchess of Wind- 

Bobby Please (Era): “YOUR /sor's early romance. Other fine 
LICENSE, PLEASE” | entries are “Cocoanut Woman,” 
(Warman?) is a rocking tune with | “Seratch,” “Haiti Cherie,” “Judy 
a sense of humor that should earn | prowned,” “Angelique-O” and the 
it spins. “HEARTACHE STREET” | pic title tune, “Island In The Sun.” 
| Jimmy Durante: “Club Durant” 

Leon McAuliff (Dot): “WHAT'S | (Decca). Assembled from clips of 
THE USE” (Feist*) makes a solid| Jimmy Durante’s radio and video 


“SEARCH FOR PARADISE” (Wit- 


showcase for Leon McAuliff's west- 
ern style of vocalizing. “UNDER 


| THE DOUBLE EAGLE” (p.d.) is a 
lively instrumental. 


religioso effectively belted by the | 


GOIN’ 
okay 


“I'M 
is an 


Sisters. 
(Par-Four*) 


The Drivers (RCA Victor): 
“BLUE MOON” (Robbins*), the 
fine oldie, turns up in an offbeat 
rock 'n’ roll treatment which could 
“I GET WEAK” 
(Shalimar?) is routine blues mate- 
rial. 

Joan O’Brien (Verve): “DEAR 
LOVE ONE” (Planetary*), a catch- 
ing tune with a religioso flavor and 
a light calypso beat, is handled 
deftly by songstress Joan O’Brien 
“TALK TO ME SOMETHING” 
(Duchess?) is okay material. 

Jack Pleis Orch (Decca 


HOME” 
ballad. 





te ne Oe ee 


| J ARETY |) Best Sellers on Coin Machines 


Lou Breese (Bally): “BREEZIN’ 
ALONG WITH THE BREEZE” 
(Remick*), a natural for Lou 
Breese’s orch, gets a highly listen- 
able swinging orch-choral rendi- 


|show, this is a standout piece of 
show biz memorabilia. Besides 
Durante’s oldtime partners, Eddie 
Jackson and the late Lou Clayton, 
this set presents Durante in duets 
with Al Jolson (on “A Real Piano 
Piayer”), Sophie Tucker (on “I’m As 
Ready As I'll Ever Be), Ethel Barry- 
more (on “There’s A Place in Thea- 
tre for You”), Bing Crosby ‘on “Sing 


tion. “THE ROYAL COACHMAN” 

(Cresstown?) is an offbeat instru- 

mental idea. 
Calvin Ruffin 


Soft, Sing Sweet, Sing Gentle”), 
Helen Traubel (on a click — 
( )».|of standards), Cantor (on another 
“MY LITTLE = ge Me 4 medley), Bob Hope and Peter Law- 
RANGE” (CFG), the traditional | ford. It’s loaded with entertain- 
song, gets an amusing rocking in- | ™ent. “ : 
terpretation by Calvin (Houn’dog) Lena Horne: “Stormy Weather’ 
Ruffin. “HURRY, HURRY” (CFG?) | (RCA Victor), Lena Horne, a per- 
is a colorful jump side. former who stands outside and 

* ASCAP. + BMI. above the vicissitudes of the pop 
disk market, has been having a 
resurgence on wax via her recent 
RCA Victor releases. wn ge ne 
Yn , . age field, she’s a natural. here’s 

Gail Davis, the Annie Oakley of | cothiag transient about her style 
the vidpix series of that title, has | ard her workover of the standards 
been added to RCA Victor's talent! are themselves durable standards. 
roster. In this collection, Miss Horne hits 

She'll cut for the pop market. potently on oldies like “Summer- 








‘Annie Oakley’ to RCA 
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| time,” “Mad About The Boy.” “Just 
One of Those Things,” “Stormy 
Weather,” “Baby Wont’ You Please 
|Come Home” and such material 
|numbers as “Out of This World,” 
| “Tomorrow Mountain” and “Any 
| Place I Hang My Hat Is Home.” 
| Lennie Hayton batons the back- 
ground orch with a neat, swinging 
style. 
Eydie Gorme: “Eydie Swings The 
Blues” (ABC-Paramount). One of 
the better belters among the rela- 
tive youngsters in the current 
vocalist sweepstakes, Eydie Gorme 
has evolved as a savvy song belter 
who can handle varied material 
without resorting to any hokey 
gimmicks for effect. Miss Gorme 
displays a considerable range in 
this song wrap-up. Although it’s 
all blues, the numbers range from 
“You Can't Help Lovin’ Dat Man” 
through “Blues In The Night” to 
*Ir-Got It Bad and That Ain't 
Good.” Don Costa orch backs up 
deftly. 

john Gart & Polka Rhythm 
Kings: “38 All Time Great Polkas” 
(Kapp). Perhaps inspired by Lawe 
rence Welk, the polka beat is now 
on the definite upswing. Kapp 
Records has produced an all-em- 
bracing set-of 38 numbers, done in 
the polka beat by the uptempe 
combo of John Gart. In this set, 
numbers like “Oh, Susanna” and 
“Polly Wolly Doodle” turn up in 
polka dress. Another bright polka 
package with vocals, is dished upon 
the ABC-Paramount label with 
Stan Wolowic and The Polka Chips, 
jan ABC-TV feature. It’s a dancing 
| beat delivered in some cases with 
| the native Polish lyrics. 
| “Picasso” (Folkways). The sounde 
| track from the documentary film 
|on Picasso has been fashioned inte 
lan arresting package of Spanish 
| music by Roman Vlad. The rhythms 
| are steeped in the flamenco idiom. 
Folkways has made it into an ate 
traetive package with a cover color 
print by Picasso and a poe 
containing black-and-white photos 
of some Picasso's canvasses plus a 
| history of Picasso’s development. 
| David Rose Orch: “The Song Is 
| You” (MGM). This is an excellent 
'commercial entry, blending David 
| Rose’s lush instrumental style on a 
| dozen of the more familiar Jerome 
Kern tunes. It’s a highly melodie 
} medley covering such standards as 
“Make Believe,” “The Way You 
Look Tonight,” “Smoke Gets In 
Your Eyes,” “All Through The 
Day,” “Old Man River,” “Bill,” 
“Can’t Help Lovin’ That Man,” the 








{title song and others. It’s a solid 


addition to the as LPs pre- 
viously cut by Rose. 

Woody Herman: “Songs For Hip 
Lovers” (Verve). Bandleader 
Woody Herman, who has on occa- 
sion turned out some crackerjack 
vocals in the past, now gives his 
pipes a full showcasing ‘in this 
album. Backed by a fine jazz 
combo, Herman delivers such tunes 
as ‘Makin’ Whoopee,” “I Won't 
Dance,” “Willow Weep For Me,” 
“Can't We Be Friends,” “Isn’t’This 
A Lovely Day” and others with his 
fine jazz vocal shadings. It’s an 
‘aptly titled set. 

Varel & Bailly With Les Chan- 
teurs de Paris (Angel). Varel & 
Baily, plus seven other voices, a 
French combo which has played in 
the ULS., deliver a dozen of their 
own songs for their platter bow in 
this country. The monizing is 
smoothly handled in the Continen- 
tal style and the repertory, while 
completely in French, is done in 
a variety of tempos to maintain 
interest despite the language bar- 
rier. The liner contains the lyrics 
translations. Herm. 
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N. Y. Jazz Festival Accents Alfresco 
Ailment: Lots of Music, No Showmen 


By LEN LEVINSON 

Second N. Y. Jazz Festival, held 
Friday and Saturday (23-24) at 
Randall's Island, and a stand-off 
artistically and financially with 
last year’s, pops the question: have 
the blue-sky bustouts had it? 

Discounting the bruise from the 
Central Park jazz grind of the past 
three weeks and the top Newport 
year (on a four-day bash), where 
are the grass-pad operators going, 
except, maybe, to the bank, and 
what is the phile getting, aside 
from the giant economy-sized pub- 
crawl, motionless style? 

The WN. Y. gig accented the bleat: 
good names, better crowd-han- 
dling, in & out sound, a lack of 
showmanship on content, routining 
and presentation. Someone must 
have passed a law once that in 
jazz concerts a beloved combo gets 
a sugar-drooling buildup from the 
yakker of ceremonies, shambles 
sheepishly across a huge, empty 
stage, fumbles with instruments 
and tuning, warms up with a cou- 
ple of badly-chosen numbers, then 
gives the crowd such a long, solid 
dose of its particular brand that 
said crowd is sick, sick, sick of 
this style till thé next time. 

Vaudeville died despite smart 
pacing, swift scene shifting, a con- 
cern with content. Radio fell when 
it couldn’t supply anything but 
sound. How long will the jazz- 
nicks sit in the cool, a quarter of 
a mile from a four-piece group for 
the price of an LP 

Count Basie and his men, play- 





Sarah Vaughan, who highlit the! 
night, doubled from the Waldorf | 
on Friday—but they never com-| 
bined for a number. Nor did any | 
other acts. There are those who | 
insist that a fest should offer 
something more than what a cus- 
tomer ean pick up by himself by 
shopping around. And to the other 
branches of show biz, what passes 
for stagemanship at Jazz festivals 
shouldn’t happen to a dog act. 
Ne Shewmanship 

There’s no smooth flow from set 
to set, but awkward stage waits, 
patchwork routining of attrac- 
tions, and haphazard selection of 
numbers, usually left to the acts 
themselves. Little or no consid- 
eration is given to the overall! pit- 
ture, practically none to the op- 
portunity of using the fest as a 
backboard for the debut of excit-| 
ing new sound, which is for the 
true description of jazz. 


Three new bands were heard | for release on his Verve label. The |Aberbach’s ASCAP 


under the Triborough Bridge. 
Johnny Richards and his 17-pieces 
made for a stirring opener Satur- 
day with arranged, concert jazz; 
new-thought but commercial. Rich- 
ards is a conductor who mainly 
leads with his chin. 

Maynard Ferguson’s orchestra 
which wrapped Friday’s session 
plays a book slightly frantic and 
shrill, based on the trumpeter- 
leader’s ability to blast higher than 
Yma Sumac. Misspotted after 
Basie, the Reese Markewich Quin- 


Granz Sets 18th Annual 





(Continued on page 50) 


Swing of “JATP’ Troupe; 
Ella Again Toplining 


Norman Granz will start another 


In Broad Fall 





tours rolling with a kickoff stand at 
New York's Carnegie Hall Sept. 14 ABC-Par Pacts Plenty 
It'll be the “JATP’s” 18th tour of | 4RC-Paramount went on a pact- 
the U.S. since 1944. Package also ing spree last week adding a flock 
~- ae pe Fitts Be to | of new artists to its roster. 

OS ustra- | In the inking lineup were The 


i 
“pila Fitzgerald will headline the |Poni-tails, femme trio out of 
14-year- 


“ ’ , |Cleveland, Jill Whitney, 
sai waar ye —_ Mer | old Pennsylvania thrush, Charlie 
Granz jazz bash. Backing her will | Donald, 23-year-old from Texas, 
be the Oscar Peterson Trio, The and Jess DuBois & The Hitchhik- 
Modern Jazz Lester | ers, a southern vocal combo. 


Young, Stan a Sen Haw- | 
kins, Flip Phillips, is Jacquet, - 

Sonny Stitt, Roy Eldridge, J. | Jungnickel Sues Harms 
Johnson afid Jo Jones. 


Following its New York bicket For 50% of ‘White Lilacs’ 


“JATP” will roll across the coun- 
Ross Jungnickel Music wants a 


try hitting Los Angeles’ Shrine | 
Auditorium Oct. 7. As on all pre- | 50-50 split with Harms Inc., of the 
oy Bes I~ Sie oe | Warner Bros. group on “When the 

The opening night N.Y. perform- | White Lilacs Bloom Again.” The 
ances will be grooved by Granz | Jungnickel firm, Jean and Julian 


1956 t latter LP volume of the cubsid, filed 
“JATP” concert went off at an ad- | suit in N. Y. Federal Court last 
vance of 25,000 album copies. |week asking for half the royalties 
on the German tune written by 
‘ | Fritz Rotter and Franz Doelle. 
Epic Nabs Lucy Roberts _paintif claims that Doelle as- 

Epic Records has added Lucy /|signed it his rights to the tune in 
Roberts to its artists’ roster. | 1956 when the original term with 
Thrush previously etehed with the |Harms expired. Jungnickel adds 
Vik and Decca labels. |that the assignment was made 

Other new Epic signing is with through the U. S. Consul in Ger- 
Dolores Hawkins. She’s been a/many and disavows Harms’ claim 
longtime Epic thrush but has been | of a renewal due to the fact that 
off the label for the past several |there was no American consul 
months. present at the signing. 



















































































































































































Vik Label to Accent EP Releases 


Package Program 


ing the “mixture as before, and | of his “Jazz At The Philharmonic” + Vik Records, RCA subsid label, 


has set its most ambitious package 
program to date with a fall release 
of 22 LPs and 44 EPs scheduled, 
Vik execs are selling to their dis- 
tribs and retailers under the slogan 
of “Sound Buy, '57.” 

Ben Rosner, Vik's generaléman- 
ager, stated that special stress is 
being placed on the EPs because of 
a growing demand in this field. 
He indicated that EPs are more 
competitive with the single records 
than with LPs, particularly in view 
of the $1.29 price at which the 
EPs are now going. Rosner said 
that from now on, EPs will not 
necessarily duplicate the LP reper- 
tory, but will be planned and pack- 
aged specifically for the teenage 
and young adult market. 

Vik is pushing its fall merchan- 
dise with a heavy ad-promotion 
campaign and intensive disk jockey 
exploitation. In addition special 
dealer aids have been planned 
|for point-of-sale impact, including 
easel-backed album covers, a new 
catalog and ad reprints. 

Leading off the package releases 
j will be albums by Eddie Cantor, 
[oe MacKenzie, Helen O'Con- 
nell, Ann Golbert,; and various band 
sets maestroed by Russ Case, 
Marty Gold, Hugo Montenegro, 
Neal Hefti and Sid Bass. 


Cleve. Promoters KO 
‘Dancing Under Stars’ 
Series Due To Poor B.0. 


Cleveland, Aug. 27. 
Les Elgart’s orch, Four Fresh- 
men and qther at.ractions lined up 
for Cain Park’s amphitheatre here 





| this month were cancelled by man- 


agement which called off its entire 
“Dancing Under the Stars” series. 
With only one exception, experi- 
ment of blending shows by record- 
|ing personalities and dances for 
campus set was more or less a flop, 
according to Paul Wiseley, manag- 
ing director of 3,000 capacity for- 
mer strawhat theatre. 

Roger Williams, pianist of the 
Kapp Records “Fabulous '50s” al- 
bum was the only disk guest star 
to make a profit for the municipally 
operated park and promoters, Dick 
Jackson and bandmaster Hal Lynn. 

Poor attendance for the “Dancing 
Under Stars” series partly at- 
tributed to inadequate promotion 
and limited audience appeal, puz- 
zled city officials of Cleveland 
Heights which runs Cain Park. 
Bigger crowds pulled by Williams 
and Cleveland Summer Symphony 


| Orchestra in guest pop concerts 


indicated that ticket buyers pre- 
ferred more adult entertainment. 

Following up on that theory of 
showmanship, and psychology, 
Wiseley now aims to book attrac- 
tions that have more variety and 
family style popularity for his 


| 1858 schedule. He is dickering with 


backers of Cleveland Symph Or- 


| chestra for a longer run of pop con- 


certs between their regular hot- 
weather programs in Cleveland 
Public Hall. Another deal to have 
the Antioch College Strawhat 
players install their Shakespearean 
repertory in Cain Park is in the 
making. 


Jack Teagarden Crew 
Set for O’seas Swing 


Jack Teagarden, veteran jazz 
trombonist, will headline a U.S. 
jazz package opening in London at 
the Royal Festval Hall Sept. 28. 
Tour will inelude Scandinavia, 
France, Germany, Switzerland and 
Italy. Bookings were arranged by 
Joe Glaser, Associated Booking 
Corp. head, and his London asso- 
ciate, Harold Davison who han- 
died the British tours of Lionel 
Hampton, Eddie Condon and Louis 
Armstrong. 

Playing with Teagarden overseas 
will be Max Kaminsky on trumpet; 





Peanuts Hucko on clarinet; Les Les- 


berg on bass; Cozy Cole on drums; 
and Hank Jones on piano. Capitol 
Records plans to tape one of the 
overseas concerts for an LP pack- 
age. 





Bill Lee making a disk jocke 
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tour this week to plug his kicko 
album release for Coral Records, 
“My Port of Call.” 
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On The Upbeat 








New York 
Hugh Shannon comes in to the 
Left Bank Sept. 23 ... Mary Lou 


Williams at the Composer's 88 
after a two-yéar retirement... 
Wild Bill Davison spells Turk Mur- 
phy’s outfit at Bourbon Street 
Sept. 1 and Sept. 8 launching the 
room's 7-nights weekly policy. 
Gerry Mulligan and Thelonious 
Monk join up for the first time in 
a Riverside LP... Kurt Maier set 
for a Decca package tagged “A 


Night at the Little Club”... The 
Mello-Larks set for an NBC-TV 
special with Jerry Lewis Nov. 5... 


Judy Scott hitting the midwestern 
deejays with her current Decca 
disking “A Tender Word” and “The 
Parlor Piano”... The Rover Boys 
set for a two-weeker at the Haci- 
enda, Fresno (Cal.) starting Sept. 

; The Four Voices into the 
Twin Coaches, Pittsburgh, begin- 
ning Friday (30)... Al Green, La- 
Vern Baker’s manager, has pacted 
Jimmy Wilson, formerly of B 
Ward's Dominoes. 

Robert Allen, composer of “It’s 
Not For Me To Say,” from Metro’s 
“Lizzie,” to the Coast this week for 
huddies with Johnny Green, 
studio’s musical director .. . Ann 
Nichols makes her pic debut in 
Par's °Mr. Rock and Roll.’ 

Golden Crest label went on a 
pacting spree iast week adding 
Shep Fields, Mark Laub, Bill Har- 
rington, Betty Ann Blake, Cliff 
Martin, Ricky Shaw, Calvin Ruffin 
and Bob Bravin to the roster... 
Stan Jones, who plays the deputy 
sheriff on the telepix series, “Sher- 
iff of Cochise,” has been set for 
a wax exposure via the Disneyland 
album, “Breakin’ Leather”... The 
Four Voices set for a return at 


Blinstrub’s, Boston, Sept. 16... 
Bill Heyer grooved his first session 
for the indie Cabot label. 
London 
Count Basie band arrives in Bri- 
tain Oct. 26... Yank drummer 


Bruce Gaylor joined the Owen 
Bryce band in place of Phil Rey... 
Harry Roy orch subbing for the 
Oscar Rabin outfit at the Lyceum 


while the latter are on a two-week 
vaction . Singer Don Fox has 
waxed his first disk for the Decca 
label . . . Edmundo Ros band lined 
up for a regular Friday night se- 
ries for BBC-TV. The first will 
go out on Sept. 6. 


Songstress Fredye Marshall, who 


stepped tnto the London Hippo- 
drome vaude bill to replace Dor- 
othy Squires, being paged by sev- 
eral recording companies followin 

her success in the show . . . Gospe 
singer Sister Rosetta Tharpe being 
lined up for a three-week tour of 
Britain in November. She'd be ac- 
companied by the Chris Barber 
outfit... Chirper Alma Cogan 
missed out on a tv show when she 
lost her voice because of a bad cold 
4 Pianist Bobby Tucker arrived 
here (19) for a short vacation ... 
Harmonica group, Three Mon- 


archs, dickering to appear in Italy 


and Spain... Sid Phillips band 
will make second appearance at the 
annual Tin Pan Alley Ball at the 


Dorchester Hotel on Oct. 24. 








Chicago 

Lola Dee signed by Bally records 
and will cut about Sept. 1... 
Shelly Manne quintet set for Blue 
Note here Sept. 4-15 with Modern 
Jazz Quintet on same bill and con- 
tinuing through Kai Winding en. 
gagement Sept. 18-29... . Miles 
Davis quintet and James Moody 
set for Graceland Ballroom, De- 
troit, Monday (1)... Art Blakey 
& Jazz Messengers (5) into 502 
Club, Columbus, Ohio, Tuesday (2), 
for one frame... Jazz String 


Quartet at Sutherland Lounge here | 


two frames, today (Wed.) to be fol- 
lowed by Phineas Newborn, Jr., 


Sept. 11, for two frames. 

Russ Carlyle orch set for Melody 
Mill Ballroom Sept. 4 for four 
frames . Shelly Manne plays the 


Blue Note Sept. 4-15, to be fol- 
lowed by Kai Winding, Sept. 18- 
29, while Medern Jazz Quintet will 
be on both bills , . . Vinnie Burke’s 
String Jarz Quartet follows Jackie 
Paris into Sutherland Hotel Aug. 
28-Sept. & Phineas Newborn Jr. 
returns to the room Sept. 11 for 
two weeks. 


San Francisco 


Four Lads opening at the Fair- 
mont's Venetian Room Sept. 12... 
Pianist Ralph Sutton left Bo 
Scobey’s Frisco Jam Band... 
Jerry & Nancy took the Gateway 
Singers’ spot at the hungry i—the 
Gateways went into Harvey's 


Wagon Wheel at Lake Tahoe... 
Marty Marsala’s band at the Tin 
Angel, with Turk Murphy’s return 
postponed 


indefinitely ... Bud 


Shank closed at Jazz Showcase and 
Seattle group called The Master- 
sounds replaced him . . . Phyllis 
Diller opened at Johnny Walsh's 
881 Ciub, L.A., Aug. 21... “Jazz 
at the Philharmonic” scheduled 
for an Oct. 5 date at the Frisco 
Civic Auditorium, with Gerry Mul- 
ligan along . . . Louis Jordan filled 
a week at Slim Jenkin’s, Oakland, 
with Jackie Davis on organ. 


Philadelphia 


The Red Hill Inn in Jersey, after 
operating all summer with a house 
combo, returns to name policy due 
to exceptionally upswing in_ biz 
with booking of Kai Winding. 
Skedded for Sept. are Modern Jazz 
Quartet (3-8), Duke Ellington 
(10-15), Maynard Ferguson & Bird- 
land Dream Band (17-22), Dave 
Brubeck (27, 28, 29)... Mlinois 


combo, set for Australian tour... 


nighter at Sunnybrook Ballroom, 
Pottstown (24) .. Napoleon Cheat- 
om makes first Philly appearance 
at the Bandstand...Eddie Dano 


(19-23)... Organists Ralph & Bud- 
dy Bonds at the New Del Rio, 
Manoa... Jackie Lee, “Mr. 
Piano,” working the Stage Coach 
Lounge. 


Kansas City 
Following her Starlight Theatre 
stands in “Panama Hattie” and 
“Silk Stockings,” Julie Wilson is 
set for the Riverside, Reno early 
in September...Tony Bennett js 


N.J., later does the American 
Hotel, Miami, with Duke Ellington. 
He is due for his first Broadway 
show with “Say, Darling” opening 
in December... Billy Albert and 
the Ardrey Sisters (2) play Holiday 
House, Pitt, beginning Sept. 2 for 
two weeks....The Hilltoppers go 


Fair, opening there Aug. 30. 

Don Roth Trio signed with the 
Matson Navigation Company to 
play the Mauna Kea Room of the 
Princess Kaiulani Hotel, Honolulu, 


The trio of Roth, organist Bi!l 
McPherson and percussionist Bob- 


23...Singer Teddi King is set for 
the Stage Door, Toronto, opening 
Sept. 23. She is at Eddy’s Restaur- 
ant until Sept. 5...Comic Allan 
Drake will follow his stand at 
Eddys’ with a two-week stand at 
Holiday House, Pitt., opening there 
Sept. 9, a spot he has played several 
times...Carmen Cavellaro will 
make it the third time in two years 
at Eddys’ when he opens there 
Sept. 6. 





Omaha 


Esther Hart has replaced Bob 


House . . . Charlie Howard 


bar lounge at the Gourmet. 





Jacquet at Club Bel-Aire, Chester, | ,,, 
Pa.....The Satellites, young local | 3,800 dancers that the Lester Lanin 














LESTER LANIN 


Hampton Beach, New Hampshire, 
Aug. 24, 
John J. Dineen, 
asino announced from 


presidént of 
stage to 


| Society Orchestra was his greatest 


into Tunick’s Show Bar for a week | 





Hot | 


lined up for a week at Wildwood, | 


out of Eddy’s Restaurant headed | 
for Detroit and the Michigan State | 


Billy Butterfield played a one- attraction in 30 years. 


EPIC ALBUMS (LN-3340), 
3240), 


DJ's coast to coast list him No. 1. 


Philly Juke Op Sues 
5 Distribs for Alleged 


(LN- 





Squeeze-out Conspiracy 


Philadelphia, Aug. 27. 

A suit charging that five jukebox 
distributors, trading as the S. & K. 
Amusement Co., conspired to 
squeeze him out of the local area 
was filed (23) in U. S. District 
Court here by Augustus Lukens, 
who sells coin operated machines 
directly to bars, restaurants, cafes, 
etc. 

Lukens charged that S. & K. con- 
spired with the distribs of Wurlitz- 
er and Rockola phonographs not to 
sell him their product. The com- 


plainant estimates he has lost 
$45,000 and is asking treble dam- 


| ages and costs. 


beginning Sept. 29 for six months. | 


by Neville sail on the Lurline Sept. | 





He alleged that since January he 
has been virtually cut off from sup- 
plies and getting inferior phono- 
graphs and used machines. Occa- 
sionally he obtained a Wurlitzer or 
Rockola “by subterfuge,” so that 
the distribs renting the machines 
on a percentage wouldn’t learn 
about it. 

Named as defendants were Her- 
man A. Scott, Albert Katz and 
Rubin Katz, formerly the S. & K. 
Distributing Co.; and Stanley Bear 
and Joseph Greenstone, formerly 


Bear and Greenstone. Both these 
firms merged into the S. & K. 
Amusement Machine Assn., of 


which the five individuals and S. & 


Vollmer on the piano at Ross’ Steak | K. are members, was also named. 
and | Lukens averred the purpose of this | 

Rosella featured at the new piano | group is to limit competition and | 
| divide territories. 


From the Metro lot, the firm 
tree County” 


Boone, has been placed in the 


ords has nabbed the soundtrack 





pitch on tunes from upcoming pi 


Big 3's Bagtul of Pix Tunes 


The Big Three ‘Robbins, Feist & Miller) is prepping a hefty 


x. 
has scheduled musie from “Rain- 


(Variety, Aug. 21)- and tjtle ballads from “Until 
They Sail,” “Don’t Go Near The Water” and “Saddle The Wind.” 
The “Raintree County” score includes the title song and “Never 
Till Now.” A souvenir music folio is being prepared for distribution 
in connection with the road show release of the pic. 

Musie from “April Love,” a 20th-Fox production starring Pat 


Feist firm for a fall push. Score 


was composed by Sammy Fain and Paul Francis Webster. Dot Rec- 


album rights. The Big Three also 


has the title ballad from 20th’s “Kiss The Boys For Me.” 

Mickey Scopp, veepee and general manager of the Big Three 
firms, has just returned from the Coast where he reviewed cur- 
rent pix scores and set up exploitation plans with studio music 
departments at Metro and 20th. Ed Slattery will coordinate all the 
new material with Murray Baker, 
Norman Foley, professional manager of Feist, and Ted Black, 
associate professional manager of Miller. 


professional manager of Robbins, 











and I am sure by next January 
there will be very favorable con- 
sideration by the committee at 
least with regard to having hear- 
ings and discussing the bill fully.” 
Mansfield’s Stand 

Sen. Mike Mansfield (D., Mont.) 
expressed himself “delighted” by 
Magnuson’s assurance. Sen. John 
O. Pastore (D., R. 1.), disclosed that 
Interstate Commerce Committee 


against BMI. 


Smathers asserted flatly:“I am con- 
vinced that it is not in the public 
interest to have the networks and 
radio and television stations en- 
gaged in the music publishing and 
recording business. 

“It is well known that today a 
musical composition has practi- 
cally no chance of becoming popu- 
lar and successful unless it is 
played on radio and television. 
Thus, realizing that the first in- 
dispensable step in popularizing a 
song is to get it recorded, two of 








ltwo largest recording companies. 


| “CBS purchased Columbia Rec- 
‘ords and NBC’s parent, RCA, pur- 
chased Victor. Through their 
combined capital, they were easily 
| able to pay for their music to be 
| written, published and recorded. 
“The broadcasters controlling 
networks and television stations 
then engaged in exploiting it over 
the airwaves. This interlocking 
combination, in my opinion, con- 
stitutes in, and of itself, a struc- 
ture which—to say the least—is 
not in the public interest. 
“Consequently, the public today, 
| to a great extent, is a captive audi- 
}ence. It is being force-fed a brand 
of music not always to its liking. 
“Competition in the free enter- 
prise system, which has made great 
contributions to this country’s 
growth, economically and musical- 
ly, is now being stifled. The gen- 
}eral public is the ultimate loser.” 
BMI Replies 
In a reply to the Senatorial rap, 
| BMI said: “It is unfortunate that 
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staffers are now probing charges | 


In his speech to the Senate, | 


the largest networks purchased the | 








Web-Disk Links 


Continued from pare 3 es 


a conscientious Senator has been 
misled by propaganda issued by 
members of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers who are suing BMI for 
$150,000,000 in a private lawsuit. 

“Senator Smathers has assumed 
that a conspiracy exists between 
broadcasters and BMI under which 
broadcasters discriminate against 
ASCAP music. This is the charge 
in the lawsuit, and it is not true. 
Because it is not true and cannot 
| be proved, the plaintiffs in the pri- 
vate lawsuit and their supporters 
}are desperately trying to remove 
| the issue from the Federal Court, 
the forum they themselves chose. 
| They are seeking publicity which 
they hope will prejudice the trial. 

“As a litigant_in a lawsuit, we 
cannot view with favor the neces- 
sity of introducing evidence at a 
Senate hearing as well as in the 
courtroom. If, however, hearings 
are held, we will welcome the op- 
portunity publicly to set forth the 
facts. 

“We will prove in the courtroom 
and, if necessary, before a Senate 
Committee that BMI was organized 
and is operated to create healthy 
competition in the music licensing 
field, formerly entirely monopo- 
lized by ASCAP. We will demon- 
strate that the overwhelming ma- 
jority of phonograph records re- 
leased and the overwhelming ma- 
jority of performances that take 
place on the air are Of compositions 
licensed by ASCAP and not BMI, 
We will prove that BMI stockhold- 
ers do not play a higher percent- 
age of BMI licensed music than in- 
dependent stations which own no 
BMI stock. We will prove that 
record companies affiliated with 
broadcasters do not record a higher 
percentage of BMI music than other 
record companies, even those that 
have affiliations with ASCAP. 

“We had no communication with 
Senator Smathers prior to his 
statement and the introduction of 
his bill. We are convinced that a 
dispassionate investigation of the 
facts will demonstrate that BMI 
has served as a constructive and 
democratic influence in the musi¢ 
world, and that composers and pub- 
lishers are better paid and have 
more opportunities now than be- 
| fore BMI was founded.” 


Petrillo Still Can't 
Be Served by Tooters 


Los Angeles, Aug. 27. 

Pitch to serve a summons on 
AFM chief James C. Petrillo by 
proxy was turned down by Su- 
perior Judge William E. Fox in 
the latest round of the $18,000,000 
law suits filed by dissident Coast 
musicians against AFM and the 
Music Performance Trust Fund. 
However, the judge left the door 
open for possible re-submission of 
ithe scheme, indicating he was re- 
| jecting it only because of the form 
|in which it was presented. 

At the same time, Judge Fox 
approved the right of the plaintiffs 
to inspect documents and AFM 
contracts with major studios, How- 
ever, he stipulated that the per- 
mission does not extend to docu- 
ments concernéd with any current 
negotiations. 

Move for service by proxy was 
undertaken after the plaintiffs 
complained that Petrillo had con- 
sistently evaded service of a sum- 
mons to give a deposition in con- 
nection with the cases. As an al- 
ternative they asked permission to 
serve Federation attorneys on the 
Coast. 
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Inside Stuff—Musi 
In a move to get extra mileage out of sheet music sales, Korwin 
Music is printing its copies with candid photo cover of the artist who 
popularized the tune on wax. The photos are in black and white and 
suitable for framing. Korwin’s photo pitch has been used on “Who 


Needs You,” “It’s Not For Me To Say,” “Eyes of God” and “Chances 
Are.” All the tunes were written by Robert Allen and Al Stillman. 


The Copyright Office of the Library of Congress has prepared a new 
informational kit made up especially for music publishers. It’s called 
“The Copyright Office Information Kit” and will be distributed to the 
publishers on request. 


Columbia Records is out to give the retail record store clerks a long- 
hair education. Diskery has issued a “Theme Finder’ LP, which aims 
to familiarize the clerks with 24 bestselling symphonic themes in Col’s 
catalog. The album, which comes with a suggested selling chart on- the 
back cover, is being distributed cuffo. 





Douglas Watt, N.Y. Daily News music critic, has been elected a mem- 
ber of the American Society of Composers, Authors & Publishers. He 
recently wrote the score for the off-Broadway revue “Steps on Toes” 
and cleffed such songs as “There's Not A Moment To Spare,” “After 
All These Years” and “Man.” 





Two Canadian disk jockeys are among 21 eppearing in Vanguard 
Productions’ film “Jamboree,” now being shot in N.Y. for Warner re- 
lease in November. They’re South Africa-born Gerry Myers of CKOY, 
Ottawa, and Keith Sandy of CKEY, Toronto. Myers is also half-owner 
with Chic Thompson of Chic Records, which had a moderate hit 
(250,000) in Nancy Whiskey’s “Freight Train.” They have “Rainbow,” 
sung by Bobby Breen, Toronto-born onetime child film star, upcoming. 





E. H. Morris Readying 
Kansas U. Song Folio 


Kansas City, Aug. 27. 
An unusual idea in music folios 
is being brought out by E. H, Mor- 
ris Music with eight college songs 
penned by George Bowles, public 
relations director for the Hotel 
President who has dabbled in song 





writing for years. All will be Uni- 
versity of Kansas songs. 

A grad of Kansas U., Bowles has 
contributed several songs to the 
school’s traditions, his most nota- 
ble being a present standard cheer- 
ing song at the school, “Rock, 
Chalk, Jayhawk.” He has authored 
three new songs for the album, 
“The Marching Song of Kansas 
University,” “Score a Touchdown, 
Kansas,” and “Men of the Red, 
Men of the Blue.” 





Sass ike 





British Disk Bestsellers 


London, Aug. 27. 


All Shook Up .....:.. Presley 
(HMV) 

Island In Sun ...... Belafonte 
(RCA) 

Love Letters Sand ....Boone 
(London) 

Teddy Bear ..........Presley 
(RCA) 

ee ......Anka 
(Columbia) 

Bye-Bye Love .. Everly Bros, 
(London) 

Train San Fernando .. Duncan 
(Columbia) 

Puttin’ On Style ....Donegan 
(Pye-Nixa) 

Little Darlin’ ...... Diamonds 
(Mercury) 

Will Make Leve ....Hamilton 
(Oriole) 








Mike Gould’s 2 Pubberies; 
Cap Elevates Camarata 


Mike Gould, ex-head of Capitol 
Records’ Ardmore and Beechwood 
| publishing firms, has set up his 
own music biz operation. The com- 
panies will be known as Lilo Music 
(ASCAP) and Mike Gould Music 
(BMI). 

He's kicking off his activity with 
“Whispering Guitar” etched by 
Robie Lester on the Liberty label. 
Gould will h.q. on the Coast and 
make periodic treks to Gotham. 

On the Capitel publishing front, 
Kelly Camarata has been upped to 
general professional manager of 
the Ardmore and Beechwood set- 
up. He’s been with the firm for the 
past two-and-a-half years. He'll 
headquarter in New York, report- 
ing to general manager Joe Zerga 








| on the Coast. 


Foster Lyrics, Southern Fried Style 


D.C. Solons, Music Tentbare Assn. Put Web Editing 
Of ‘Classics’ on Pan 





Robbins Sues Writers 
For Pact Compliance: 


Jack Robbins, in behalf of his 
Fine Arts Music firm, filed suit in 
N.Y. Supreme Court this week | 
against two writers, Frank Reardon 
and Jeff Schweikert, 
pliance on an alleged contract. | 
Robbins claims that he has a memo | 


contract with the cleffers for exclu- | week 
their 


sive publishing rights to 
works for the next five years. 

Involved in the suit are two up- 
coming legit musical scores for 
“Mr. Rumple” and “High and 
Happy.” 


LOCAL 47 TREASURY 
INTO BLACK BY 526. 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
In the first six months of its 
stewardship, the new administra- 
tion of Local 47 AFM, under presi- 
dent Eliot Daniel, has overcome a 





deficit and racked up a surplus of | 


$52,000, financial secretary Warren | 
E. Barker reported. In the corre- 
sponding period a year ago, ad- 
ministration of John te Groen re- 
ported a deficit of $8,298. 

Income for the first six months 
of this year was $334,151 against 
expenses of $281,870. A year ago, 
income was $302,819 while ex- 
penses totaled $311,117. 
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Washington, Aug. 27 

A bill to prevent “unwarranted” 
censorship of songs without per- 
}mission of the author or of the 

FCC, has been introduced by sev- 
| eral members of the House. 
| Action is a direct result of the 
|“censorship” of several Stephen 
| Foster songs by the radio and tv 
| networks. Rep. W. J. Bryan Dorn 
| (D., S. C.), one of the authors of 
the measure, told the House past 





“There is a mounting resentment 
|throughout America against the 
| shocking censorship by the major 
|metworks ofethe songs of Stephen 
| C. Foster. Our people will be fur- 
jther shocked and alarmed when 
| they learn that many music books 
| taught in the public schools have 
| already been censored, one in the 
| Washinton, PD. C. area having left 
out entirely one of Stephen Fos- 
ter’s best and most familiar songs 
—‘Old Black Joe.’ 

“When the news of this unwar- 
ranted action of publishing houses 
{and broadcasters gets through to 
the American people in every one 
of our states, they will be re- 
sented.” 


Teachers Assn. Sounds Off 
Atlanta, Aug. 27. 

Delegates to the National Assn. 
of Teachers of Singing sounded off 
about television and network cen- 
isorship of lyrice of Stephen Fos- 
ter songs. 

Most teachers, here for a region- 
al workshop at Emory University, 
were in favor of retaining a com- 
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AROUND THE WORLD (Decca) ers domestic sales only. 
1 1 Soundtrack (DL 9046)................ 3 5 3 2 41 2 83 8 2 1 21 21 «1 :=1 =§ 28 2 _ 1 195 §| “Dominating the sales increase is 
NAT KING COLE (Capitob gq) hg ey a 
skings have continued to 
2 2 Leve Is the Thing (W-824) Se ee ate a +e 2 RR ds Fe | 1 Eek «+ Ba em. 7 121 hefty pace. In the first six months 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) of 1957 he has had three which 
3 3 Leving You (LPM 1515).............. 1 ee Se > 4 1 5 8 2 3 4 9 8 6 108 | have topped the 1,000,000 mark— 
MY FAIR LADY (Columbia) “Blue Monday,” “I'm Walkin’” and 
- Ss CR Cs Se ie 6 - cco sine ons o-oo - ©. @ 3 -g 5 7. Bs 1 $3 1... 105 §} “Blueberry Hill,” latter having 
FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) | topped 2,000,000. A fourth release, 
5 4 Swinging Affair (W803)............... .s & 2 6.23 8 oe Le a 9 6 4 9 93 || “Valley of Tears” b/w “It's You L 
MANTOVANI (London) | Love,” is now at the 850,000 mark. 
ri ° In the album field, the indie 
6 6 Film Encores (LL1700)............... 1 > 2. & & § 6 3 8 5 6 61 ay stepped-up activities have 
KING & I (Capitol) }sent sales up 32% over last year. 
7 ee ft Xr ere 6 8 98 e838. 4 e 9 6 7 4 5017) 
ROGER WILLIAMS (Kapp) ‘arte eS ; p igs & : ae 
8 9 Fabulous Fifties (KXL 5000).......... 1 1 4 . 
OKLAHOMA (Capitol) Music Performance 
9 13 Sound Track (SAO 595).............. 6 8 4 4 8 5 31 duattnoah Giamines 
ROGER WILLIAMS (Kapp) | 
10 Almost Paradise (KL 1063)............ 7 - 2 3 3 29 pes Se —— rd os 
j LESTER LANIN ORCH. (Epic) bapa * 4 a 7 
11 8 Dance to Music of (LN 334C) Bo ns ate oe 10 2 27 While the Funds have proved a 
JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) /boen to many musicians who are 
12 12 Wonderful, Wonderful’ (CL 1028)...... .. 6 3 2 10 23 unable to find work, they have 
POLLY BERGEN (Columbia) come under heavy fire in the last 
13 14 #42Bergen Sings Morgan (CL 994)........ 6 we 10 a. 19 | couple of years in some tooter 
EDDY DUCHIN STORY (Decca) quarters which claim that Petrillo 
14A 18 Sound Track (DL 8289)............... 8 9 3 5 18 bey Sele deletes 
Sound Track (CL 1013).....-..------- 1 1 \the basis of several suits filed by 
LENA HORNE (Victor) |Los Angeles musicians against 
16 Lena at the Waldorf (LO€ 1028)....... 3 5 14 | Petrillo and the Funds 
HARRY BELAFONTE (Victor) At the same time, the Funds are 
17: De Ce Bs nn oo « cctbentnnes & 6 6 .. .. .. .. .. .. 19 9) still under legal attack from stock- 
PERRY COMO (Victor) holders of the various major disk 
18 We Get Letters (LPM 1463) 6 5 11 be pry — claim that royalties 
oe | paid to the Fund are illegal under 
; TENNESSEE ERNIE (Capitol) |the Taft-Hartley labor law. De- 
S | SS Bee as ot. os hc host cous 7 8 u 9 I| fendants in these suits are Decca. 
JACKIE GLEASON (Capitol) MGM Records, Columbia Records 
20 20 #£Velvet Brass (W 859)................. 7 7 8 | and RCA Victor. 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) Within the AFM, Petrillo has in- 
21 The Man I Love (T 864)............... 9 6 7 || sisted on strengthening of the 
JULIE LONDON (Liberty) Funds as one way of compensating 
22A About the Blues (LPM 3043).......... 10 6 g | for the loss of musicians’ jobs since 
the advent of canned music via 
7 MARTIN DENNY Gene) . disks and soundtracks. The AFM 
B 17 “Musteie (iP B00)... «. 20 606 sce cceess- 7 9 61) chief has repeatedly lambasted the 
TENNESSEE ERNIE (Capitol) |tooter critics of the Funds as 
ee ee ore : 10 = 5 || “selfish” for wanting to starve out 
FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) |the ordinary musician who now 
25 Swinging Lovers (W653).:..........-. -. 10 ee 9 3 ey it — —_ a job working 
}at his instrument. 
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Movie Star 


Tony Perkins 


sings 


MOONLIGHT SWIM 


FIRST ROMANCE — 


47 20-7020 


Vaughn Monroe 


B> 


TOMORROW, 
TOMORROW 


/ wiss'vou 


\. with Joe Reisman’s 
che@tra and chorus 
(47 27019 

OF sa | 


Now on NBC-TV every Monday 7:30-7:45 pm (EDT) 


: ~“ 


Ww SS 
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America’s favorite speed... 
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WHAT'S THAT? 


aaa 
MELODY 


47, 20-7021 
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“Million Record Show,” starring Georgia Gibbs !"=> 
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London Pitches | 
Bargain LP Deal 


London Records is using a bar- 
gain pitch to push its pop album 
line this fall. Label is offering a 
12-inch LP at $1.98 for every al- 
bum purchased at the regular $3.98 
tab 

The lowprice program revolves 
around six of London's orch leader 
pactees: Stanley Black, Frank 


Chacksfield, Robert Farnon, Monia 
Liter, Edmundo Ros and Cyril 


Stapleton. In the offer are 12 
albums by Chacksfield; 15 albums 
by Black; eight albums by Ros; 
nine albums by Farnon; three al- 


bums by Stapleton, and two albums 
by Liter 
Che deal will run through Sept 


20 but back-orders will be filled 
Until Oct. 31, The dealers also are 
being offered a delayed payment 
pian of three monthly installments 


beginning Nov. }. 


LOMBARDO INKS CAN. DUO 
Ottawa, Aug. 27. 

Guy Lombardo has signed Han 
sen Sisters (Andrea, 18, and Fler- 
ence, 21) from Kenora, Ont., for a 
U. S. tour. They’ve appeared on 
Arthur Godfrey tv shows. 

They both play violin. 
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EYES 
DON’T SEE 


K 12521 














Styne and Cohn's | 


“THE THINGS & 
WE DID 
LAST SUMMER” 


THE PERFECT 


fifter- Vacation SONG 
Styne and Cahn Music Co., Inc 


SINGERS WANTED 
MALE AND FEMALE 
For Audition, Phone MO 4-0877, 
MO 7.3740, New York, N. Y. 
THURSDAY: 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. 
FRIDAY: 10 A.M. te 1 P.M. 




















VARIETY Scoreboard 


OF 


TOP TALENT AND TUNES 
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Coin Machines 





























Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


Retail Disks 








as Published in the Current Issue 
tL liinsineaia Ne: 
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NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder {s 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (cgin machines, retail 
disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and fetail sheet music). 


TALENT 




















POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 
1 1 DEBBIE REYNOLDS (Coral)...........++ Tammy* 
2 3 BILLY WILLIAMS (Coral) ................ Gonna Sit Right Down* 
3. 5 JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) ........... + Wordertul, Wenderfult 
4 2 ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) ...... Pe ePerer re 
5 4 PAT BOONE (Dot) ....... sm esseseeesseeedGoldmine te ‘cae. 
6 re JERRY LEE LEWIS (Sun) ....... eseeeeeee Whole Lot Of Shakingf 
7 7 PAUL ANKA (ABC-Par.) ......cccesccceee. Dianat 
8 9 DON RONDO (Jubilee) ..... ovcccccccecces White Silver Sandsf 
9 an CRICKETS (Brunswick) ........eeeeeeeee- That’ll Be The Dayf 
10 10 RUSS HAMILTON (Kapp) .. .........++... Rainbow; 
POSITIONS TUNES 
week wok TUNE PUBLISHER 
1 1 *TAMMY—“Tammy & Bachelor”-F ......ccccoccccecscescecee Northern 
2 3 CEO NMA GIT Biss DOWN ..... cccccdesccssaces ciphase 6 odes Ce 
3 2 *LOVE LETTERS IN THE SAND—“Bernardine”-F ...... esvevee .ourne 
4 4 *AROUND THE WORLD—“Around World In 80 Days”-F ........ Young 
5 6 *IT’S NOT FOR ME TO SAY—“Lizzie”-F bp egtaco Wine cakes hk mesn aan 
6 5 *TEDDY BEAR—“Loving You" -F ........cccecscccccccccccee escce GIAAYS 
7 8 +WHITE SILVER SANDS ........ eens deesebeéadie theives si ee 
8 7  +BYE, BYE, LOVE ..... jan tile Ee eee AER ie 
9 a) 7OLD CAPE COD cncscoces eeeins ais ee ee ee ee 
ee A a Pipl dere tinteiiians chiki’ ..+» Robbins 
(*ASCAP ;BMI F-Films) 
Winterhalter To Baton | ms 
Milwaukee Symphony N. Y. Jazz Fest 
As a result of his appearance at a, oe cnnnamnirindiiaiad a call 


the Temple of Musie show in Mil- 
waukee on Aug. 6, Hugo Win- 
terhalter has been invited back as 
uest conductor of the Milwaukee 
esshonr Orchestra during the 
coming season. Winterhalter, along 
with a flock of other RCA Victor 
artists, drew’a crowd of 19,000 in 
a concert marking the Milwaukee 
Journal’s 75th anni. 

Victor is setting up a similar 
talent blowout for Milwaukee next 
year. 











RRR KEKE KKK KKK 


KKK KKEKKKKKEE KEK KS | 


745 Fifth Ave. 203 N. Wabash Ave. 
New York 22, N.Y. Chicago, Ill. 
Phone: Phone: 
Plaza 9-4600 CEntraf 6-945) 





Miss ANITA O’DAY 


Just Concluded CRESCENDO, Hollywood 
and MANNING BOWL, Lynn (Aug. 23), 
N.Y. JAZZ FESTIVAL, Randall's Island (Aug. 24) 


Currently (One Week) TOWN TAVERN, Toronto 


Sept. 9 — STORYVILLE, Boston 
Sept. 16-— MODERN JAZZ ROOM, Cleveland 


VERVE RECORDS 


‘ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION —; 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 





KKK KKK KEKE 


HREM Bk kk kk ke | 


> 


407 Lincoin Rd. 
Miami Beach, Fia. 


8619 Sunset Bivd. 
H'weod 46, Calif. 


s Phone: 
JEfferson 8-0383 OLympia 2-9940 








tet almost foundered and certainly 
floundered in their bigtime bow. 
Maybe what this type bash needs is 
a soundproof warmup room where 
muscians can fire up to jet speed 
without wasting the audience’s 
time, for after dulling up a nice 
night the five began to catch on at 
their quitting time. Returned the 
second night (they’re the pick of 
the Festival's talent search and 
management signup) and, while on 
too long, pleased with the leader’s 
driving flute. 
Mulligan Breaks It Up 

Gerry Mulligan broke up his 
quartet on stage with the an- 
nouncement that valve trombonist 
Bob Brookmeyer was forming his 
own group and they went out of 
business with a sentimental “Funny 


Valentine.” Max Roach’s stylistic 
skin-tapping caught fire. Randy 
Weston’s imaginative piano and 


Bud Powell's ebbulient Steinwail- 
ing were also individual hits, but 
a fest should: have brought them 
together or against each other, or 
jazz is just Ted Lewis’ hat. 

Aside from the sterling Coleman 
Hawkins, J. C, Higgenbotham’s 
group were the only delegates 
from “ungefongen” or traditional 
jazz. At the other end of the 
scale, although not half as far out 
as the new-new jazz groups, Miles; 
Davis, Horace Silver, Stan Getz} 


}|and the Jazz Lab quintet gave the 





| double stanza a dominatingly mod- 
ern sound. 

Plus the honey - voiced Miss 
Vaughan, the girl vocalists were 
all pleasers. Carmen McRae was 
| bright and competent; Anita O’Day 
has grooved herself into a bouyant 





entertainer; and Billie Holiday 
wound up begging off after a cold 
start. More than any performer, 


she needs that sound-proof warm- 
up room to get off the ground. (At 
intermission it was ironic to see a 
| deferential double line of police 
| @arding Miss H’s exit to her car, 
inasmuch as she can’t get a cafe 
permit in N, Y.) 

The standard names did. their 
standard jobs. The Brubeck-Des- 
mond group climbs higher with a 
new and good bassist, Norman 
Bates. Dizzy Gillespie still hasn’t 
made up his mind if he wants to 
be Duke Ellington or Red Skelton, 
with a solid big band caught in the 
crossfire. But he put the wrapping 
| paper around the package with a 
| solid hour and a half which wound 
up six 4% hours of tooting (count- 
ing the Higgenbothan twilight con- 
cert) at 1:40 a.m. Sunday, 





Scott to Verve 
Bobby Scott is switching to Nor- 
man Granz’s Verve label from 
ABC-Paramount. ; 
Scott currently is working with 
a trio at New York's Cafe Bohemia 
in Greenwich Village, 





| Webs’ 





Foster Lyrics 


=——aae Continued from page 47 =e 





policies of subbing their 
own lyrics for words they fear 
would be offensive to minority 
groups were termed “stupid, silly 
and ridiculous.” 

Mrs, Elizabeth J. Fossey, a voice 
teacher at Union University, of 
Jackson, Tenn., said: “They have 
no more right to change Stephen 
Foster’s lyrics than I have to en- 
ter a museum and paint a red neck- 
tie on Whistler’s mother.” “It’s 
stupid to stir up trouble over some- 
thing that is a part of our common 
heritage,” said Louis Nicholas, a 
teacher at Peabody College in 
Nashville, Tenn. 

A dissenting voice was heard 
above the Southern chorus when 
an Indiana U. professor had his 
say about the folk song centro- 
versy. 

“Whenever the lyrics of a song 
are offensive to a large number of 
people, there is no reason why they 
shouldn’t be changed,” said Prof, 
William Ross. “Some of the Ne- 
gro students in my classes have 
told me they considered certain 
lyrics an affront to them. So I 
have changed the words when it 
could be done without destroying 
the poetry of the songs.” 

One teacher, Richard C. Ende, 
of Abilene, Texas, lined up with Dr. 
Ross: “As a matter of courtesy the 
networks should change words that 
might offend large groups of 
people. It certainly would be bad 
taste to go ahead and offend them.” 





4 BIG RECORDS 


BAND 
ANGELS 


ices of Walter Schumanr 


RCA Victor 20-47-6986 





* Dick Hyman (MGM 
K-12516 

* Serah Vaughan (Mercury 
71157X45 
Capitol 
17323 


+ The Four Pres 


M. Witmark & Sons 








LEROY ANDERSON 


Another Big Hit 


FORGOTTEN 
DREAMS 


© LEROY ANDERSON (Decca) 
© CYRIL STAPLETON (London) 
© FREDERICK FENNELL (Mercury) 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 











S BE HAPPY 


ONE IS A 


LONELY 
NUMBER 





Magnificently Suing (as Always) 


LENA HORNE 


DOES A GREAI 


SONG 


SWEET THING 


on RCA-Victor 





Famous Music Corp. 


SONGS WANTED 


National Record Co. seeks vunpub- 
lished new material of all types tor 
full exploitation. Only fully protes- 














sional lead sheets will be seviewed. 
WRITE P.O. BOX 44896 
LOS ANGELES 44, CALIF. 
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Argentine Vaude Union Sounds Qut 
AGYA on Intl Variety Conclave 





Buenos Aires, Aug. 27. + 


The Union Argentina de Artistas 
de Variedades (UADAV), repre- 
senting Argentine vaudeville per- 
formers, has approached the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists for 
formation of an international or- 
ganization of variety artist unions, 
and holding a convention. 

This organization’s objective is 


to establish rules to protect per-| 


formers from unscrupulous agents 
or bookers, and to epen up greater 
reciprocity in exchanging perform- 
ers between the American coun- 
tries. They are particularly anxious 
to find a way for local turns to be 
able to get into the U.S., especially 
musicians. Musicians would, fall 
under the musicians unions juris- 
diction. 

There is disgruntlement ‘here 
because few Argentine acts have 
achieved any degree of success in 
North America, whereas American 
performers, particularly bands- or 
musicians, get frequent local en- 
gagements. Argentine trumpeter 
Franco Corvini was selected by 
Dizzy Gillespie to solo with his 
band when here, and he is also on 
stage with the show at the Opera 
Theatre, Buenos Aires, sharing the 
stage with The Platters. Gillespie 
tried to take Corvini up to the 
States over a year ago, but was 
siymied by the AFM ban against 
foreign musicians, whereas this 


would have gone far towards estab- | 


lishing better feelings towards the 
U.S. in Argentine circles. 

There is a snob attitude locally 
in regard to native talent. More 
often than not performers must go 
abroad and make their way there, 
before achieving any degree of 
success at home. This is _ best 
illustrated in the case of Alicia 
Marquez, who vainly approached 
local impresarios several years ago 
for a job in the chorus at the 
Maipo theatre. This year the 
Maipo is paying her a five-figure 


salary as an import from the Paris | Would have 150,000 square feet of | 


“Folies Bergeres.” 


Satchmo to Spring 
Amato’s Fall Season 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 27. 

Louis Armstrong & His All Stars 
will close the summer season of 
big name attractions at Amato’s 
Supper Club and kick off the fall 
sesh with a seven-day engagement 
starting Aug. 29. 
| Bossman George Amato has had 
top attractions all summer long 
| with solid results. Lineup included 
| Billy Daniels, the Sportsmen, 
| Arthur Lee Simpkins, Allan Jones 
|}with the Page Cavanaugh Trio, 
| Gogi Grant, Deep River Boys 
| Amato has inkéd Nelson Eddy, 
| Hilo Hattie and is working on 
|other names to follow Armstrong. 


Hub Puts Pressure 
On for Bigger Share 
Of Convention Business 


Boston, Aug. 27. 
Boston, eager to nab big conven- 
tions in the growing competition 





sures for passage of a bill authori- 


convention hall. 
The drive, led by the Chamber 
|of Commerce, started this frame 





after increasing concern over con- 
|tinued delay 
| the bill. 





a year. 
would enable Boston “to enlarge 
the total annual money value of 
{convention business and the 
benefit will accrue to the entire 
community.” 

The proposed convention hall 


(Continued on page 52) 


| stand in the Maisonette. 


in the fleld, is stepping up pres-| 
zing the city to build a $12,000,000 | 


in consideration of | 


The Chamber of Commerce says | 
of Commerce, got into high gear | 
$25,000,000 to the Hub annually | 
with an average of 375 conventions | 
A new convention hall 


Constance Moore Opens 


onstance Moore Ovens Flock of New Havana Hotels Seen 


Constance Moore returns to the! 
St. Regis, N.Y., Maisonette Sept. 5 | 
when the room reopens for the fall- | 
winter season. It'll be her sixth 


| Milt Shaw’s orch and Ray Bari's 
combo, who played on the St. Regis 


Roof during the summer, will again 
work in the Maisonette. 


Judy Set For 
~ BDay Stand 


| 





} 





London, Aug. 27. 

Judy Garland will play a 28-day 
engagement at the Rank-owned 
3,000-seater Dominion picture the- 
, atre in London opening Oct. 16. All 
| details have not yet been set. 

The signing of the contract comes 
} after months of negotiations and 
false starts, and was finally cement- 
ed by Ivor Smith of the Rank Or- 
| ganization through Norman Payne 
|of Music Corp. of America. Miss 
Garland will do one show nightly 
at 8 p.m. with matinees on Wednes- 
day and Saturday. Seat prices will 
range from 60 cents to a $3 top. 

Before the Judy Garland show 
opens, the theatre will go dark for 
about two weeks for a complete re- 
novation, including reseating and 
carpeting throughout, and altera- 
tions to the stage and lighting 
equipment. 

Smith said the headliner would 


appearances while in this country. 
She would also not appear at any 
other theatre. 





Judy Into D. C. Theatre 
Washington, Aug. 27. 


Judy Garland has been set for! civil suits and injunctions. 


Cueing Joust for Top Coin Talent 





In Rank House 


not be undertaking any tv or radio | 


‘Suburban L.A. fen 
Testing Vaude Policy 


Los Angeles, Aug. 27 


Vaude policy will be essayed by 


the Lyric Theatre in suburban 
Huntington Park, beginning Aug. 
31, with Bernard Goodman produc- 
ing the layouts House, a 1,000- 


seater, has heretofore been on a 
films-only policy 

To test the market, live layouts 
will be staged four times daily for 
the initial period. Jack Smith, Bill 
Ballance and Car! Bailey, local dee- 
jays, have been set to emcee shows 
for the first three days, the layout 
te headline Johnny Desmond ac- 
companied by the Super-Sonics, 
the Nilsson Twins and Margie Dun- 
can with Mischa Novy’'s orchestra 


Galveston Crackdown On 


Gambling Forcing Sale 














Of Plush Balinese Room 


Galveston, Aug. 27 

The end of an era was signalled 
| this week by announcement that 
| Galveston's plush landmark, the 
Balinese Room, was up for sale be- 
cause of Attorney General Will 
| Wilson's crackdown on gambling. 
| Sam Serio, topper for Gulf Proper- 
| ties Inc., which owns the Balinese, 
| said a chief reason for selling, “if 

}we ever do,” would be to repay 

| about 2,000 club members who had 

invested $100 apiece for yearly 
| memberships. 

The Balinese closed its doors in 
June, immediately after Wilson 
served notice to more than 50 Gal- 
veston club and brothel owners 
that they were going to be hit with 

The 


the Loew's Capitol here Sept. 16} Fertitta brothers, operators of the 


for a week, 


, the deal on a percentage basis. 


privatery, packed off their 60-odd 


Leo Cohen, Loew’s booker, made | waiters, croupiers, bartenders, and 


(Continued on page 52) 


Havana, Aug. 27 

The new hotels opening in Cuba 
may again set off a talent war. 
Initial reports were that the new- 
comers would try to get along 
sans expensive headliners that 
were in vogue last season, and 
which the operators were trying 
hard to drop this year However, 
that is not likely to happen this 
season 

For example, the operators of 


the Hotel Riviera are in New York 
attempting to line up Harry Bela- 
attraction in 


fonte as the initial 


December 

Jack Cole will produce the show, 
A small line, possibly a jazz combo, 
and several supporting acts are 
planned 

Another new hotel is also seek- 
ing name acts Jerry Brooks, 
longtime operator in Miami Beach, 
will operate the 260-room Capri, 
which is set to preem around New 
| Year's Eve. . 

Only new inn which isn't set to 
have an expensive show is the new 
|Havana Hilton; set to open around 
the end of the year also. Spot has 
bought a Latin orch from Puerto 
Rico, and seems unlikely to ex- 
|pand talent operations to more 
than that. 
| Last year, the Nacional was the 
ionly inn using expensive talent } 
has cut down considerably during 
the summer, but may resume with 
names. The other major niteries, 
|the Tropicana and the Montmartre, 
|had a fling at names last year, but 
|found, generally, that the added 
|expense didn't pay off and re- 
|verted to shows angled at the na- 
itive trade But with the push 
|given by the new inns, these spots 
may have to alter their course. 
ie 
| Pat Chandler’s name was typog- 
raphically blurred in Don Tannen's 
ad last week. He writes Tannen’s 
| special material 
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JOAN ROBERTS 


and her escorts 
JIM EILER and BILL NUSS 


HER ESCORTS (3) 


Joan Roberts is a 
slick blonde who par- 
ticipates in show biz 
history by warbling the 
first notes of a musical 
femme labelled Laurey 
in a momentous musical 
called “Oklahoma” be- 
ginning in March 1943 
«.. the original Laurey. 

Miss Roberts of the 
1957 night clubs is just 
as vital and just as 
great at then, if not 
more so. Her pipes are 
standout and her atten- 
tion to staging, routin- 
ing and scripting is evi- 
dent throughout her 
current nitery stint... 
Using two young males 
to assist in terps and 
chant. Interspersed are 
several clicko originals. 
This is top quality 


showmanship in all de- 
partments, definitely a 


BOB BLACKBURN 
Ottawa Citizen 


“No one was quite 
poroees for the way 

which Miss Roberts 
and her two male es- 
corts stood the blase 
opening night audience 
on its collective ear. 

“Fifteen year after 
the initial Oklahoma 
triumph, Joan Roberts 
is still an absolutely 
smashing show singer 
with a beautiful voice 
and an enunciation of 
lyrics which can only 
be compared with that 
of Ethel Merman. 

“Her act is a slick 
and classy turn that has 
New York written all 
over it—a masterpiece 
in the ultrasmart club 
tradition.” 


GATINEAU CLUB 


August 21, 1957 class y= ta for = 

N sion, siteries, radio, 

pig ta stage and pictures. STARS 
ROBERTS & Gorm. JOAN ROBERTS 


“Oklahoma star Joan 
Roberts — recently off 
the Broadway boards in 
the title role, Laurey— 
opened at the Gatineau 
Club, Thursday, with a 
snappy repertore of 
hits from the current 
New York money-mak- 
er. My Fair Lady. 

“Backed by twe es- 
corts, Jim and Bill, she 

ives her songs ‘shot- 
n-the-arm’ treatment 
plus. 

“Her flawless voice 
and time studies musi- 
cal-comedy technique 
brings to life the un- 
forgettables of Okla- 
homa. 

“The whole act is 
star quality seldom—if 
over—seen on the night 
club circuit.” 


Direction: MERCURY ARTISTS CORPORATION, 730 Fifth Avenue, New York 19 


Just Concluded — LIDO BEACH HOTEL, N. Y. 
GATINEAU C. C., Ottawa 
(Hold-Over Engagement) 


ber 4 September 30 October 7 
AMERICANA HOTEL EL MOROCCO GATINEAU C. C. 
Miami Beach Montreal Ottawa - 








JUdson 6-6500 
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CCE Shoots for 500,000 Attendance 
After Last Year's Drop at Gate 





Ottawa, Aug. 27. + 
Central Canada Exhibition for 
1957 hich preemed Friday (23) | Minn. State Fair Sets 


B.O. Record for Kickoff 


St. Paul, Aug. 27 


at Lansdowne Park, is taking an-! 
other crack at hitting the 500,000- | 
attendance mark. Last year attend- d , 
ance at CCE slipped to 423,164 New opening day attendance rec- 


but several enticements have been ord was set by the 10-day Minne- 
added and with a weather break | sota State Fair Saturday (24) when 
the fair could break the half-mil- | 96 578 passed through the gates 


lion. |This was 1,190 higher than the 
Those baits include the offer, previous first day record of 95,578 
free to a stubholder with the jact year. 
selected number, of a super-mod- c » 
: : sast years i endance was 
ern home, completely furnished kam yours tetel attendance wa 


1,036,736, a top all-time figure. The 
1956 exposition chalked up net 
earnings of more than $200,000 


and equipped plus an automobile, 
motorboat with trailer, half-acre 
Jot Rothwell Heights, founda- 
tion and landscaping. A car is 


song Bol Uckets) every ight Wildwood Preps For 
of th Aug. 21-to-? air. The : 
Big Labor Day Blowout 


first free car, which was won by a 
Wildwood, N. J., Aug. 27 


young married couple, was a pink 
This area is preparing for the 





$6,300 Cadillac, The big show is 
loaded with top attractions. On the 


bandshe!!, afternoon and evening, |.. ‘ 
is the 100-piece band of the U.S. big Labor Day holiday. The night 
Air Foree under the baton of before the end-of-summer holiday 
Capt. Robert Lander. Just in by air jg traditionally known as “New 
a , yh! ge a relly Ba Year's Eve” in this resort with en- 
of 24 sin ’ sergeants tertainment extending up to 3:30 
Opener also preemed the 1957 ap- and 4 a.m. in contrast to the norma! 
pearat it CCE of World of Mirth | 2°20 a.m. curfew. And there's really 
midway. with 19 shows, 42 rides, S°mething to celebrate this year; 
(13 o} m kiddy rides). and 60 DOnifaces after a slow start in early 
con ns not counting locally-|JUly and a busy June have racked 
handled eating tents. New in the UP Sensational grosses every night 
rides is a helicopter carousel, a} Since mid- July. August will be the 
rodeo. a junior hot-rod miniature | biggest money-maker since the wai 
car set-up from Germany and a| ays. 
live pony cart ride for moppets, Local owners, now the top buyers 
Midway shows are top class. New of talent in Jersey, plan to ask 
ones this year inelude Los Pupi| agents to forbid appearances of 


marionettes, an import from Italy: | Stars booked locally for at least six 
Eddie Gillan’s water show; the | weeks in rival Atlantic City. Local 
Green Door, a revue; Mysteria, an | Operators claim they were double- 
illusion show; Hollywood Confiden- | crossed by appearances by the Mc- 
tial (no connection with the mag.)|Guire Sisters, Liberace, Jerry 
purporting to tell the inside James | Lewis. Tony Martin and a handful 
Dean story. Back after a two-year | of others in Atlantic City before 
absence are Nate Eagle's Midgets, they opened here, 

formerly working in an open space,, Stars here for the Labor Day 
now equipped with stage and sets. | holiday period include Liberace, 

(Continued on page 54) | Martha Raye and Tony Bennett. 











the inimitable 


TROTTER BROS. 


FEATURING FABULOUS PUPPETS 








Currently: 


HORIZON ROOM, Pittsburgh 


(2 Weeks) 


Opening Sept. 16th (4 Weeks) 


EMERALD BEACH HOTEL 
Nassau, Bahamas 


Opening Oct. 21st 
TOWN CASINO, Buffalo 
A Very Special Thanks to GILL NELSON and DON EPSTEIN 


° GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 


mew YORE © CHICAGO © BEVERLY HLA © ConCINNAT) © DALLAS © MIAMI SEACH © LONDON 











'DuQuoin, Ill, State Fair 


Budgeting $50,000 For 


Names; Racing Big Item 


Chicago, Aug. 27 

One of thefirst fairs to feature 
top name attractions holds its 31st 
annual opening this week. The Du- 
Quoin (HL) State Fair, which was 
started in 1922 by William R. Hayes 
on a small seale, is this year a rival 
to many state fairs in its offerings. 
Still owned by the Hayes family, 
the fair has become one of the ma- 
jor entertainment and racing 
events in downstate Illinois. 

Built on abandoned strip mines 
the fair grounds have spread to 
1,200 acres of surrounding territory 
and now includes a seating capac- 
ity of 20,000, rather than the orig- 
inal 1,400. According to the pres- 
ent operators, Eugene J. Hayes and 
Don H. Hayes, the operating budg- 
et each year runs to about $450,000, 
with $50,000 of this spent on stage 
attractions, which includes this 
year the Hal Sands line, Lou 
3reese pand, Wazzun Troupe, Bob- 
ert Williams’ dog act, Pryde & Day, 
Billie & Gene Lambard, Johnny 
O'Brien, Wiere Bros., Betty John- 
son and the Mills Bros 

Other expenditures, besides the 
usual booths and stock exhibits, 
cover auto and horse racing. For 
the first time the Hambletonian 
harness races have been moved 
from Rochester, N. Y., and hopes 
are for its sponsorship here. 

For all these expenditures, aside 
from new constructions such as 
modern stage facilities and en- 
larged tracks, the fair only runs 
nine days each year. This year’s 
show opened Aug. 25 and runs to 
Sept. 2. Over the nine-day period, 
says Eugene Hayes 
admission is profit rble However, 
the facilities are not used during 
the rest of the year 


Saranac Lake 


By HAPPY BENWAY 


Saranac Lake, Aug. 27 

Biggest event of the season here 
is the election of “Miss Playground 
of 1957” and “Her Prince Consort” 
at the closing of the Wiiliam Morris 
Memorial Park. Among the judges 
will be Sir Arthur J. Slatery of 
London; Richard Frank, of Para- 
mount Studio; and Robert Cosgrove | 
of Columbia Pic tures, 

Frank Lee, comedy writer for tv 
and radio who did a bit up here | 
during 1946, is now flashing top| 
reports of 100% progress. 

Jack Kelley, who graduated here 
class of 1955, in for the annual 


checkup that paid off in full rated | 


an all clear of good heaith. He 


went back to work with Universal- | 


International Pictures out of 
Buffalo 

Murray Weiss, Will Rogers hos- 
pital fund executive, in from Bos- 
ton with his wife to put the fin- 
ishing touches on the grand open- 
ing of our third floor for non-TB 
cases. 

Moe Gould, manager and film 
salesman for Warner Bros.’ Pitts- 
burgh office, in for the general 0.0. 
and checkup and rated 100%; Hugh 
Carney, manager of CBS theatre 
No. 5, also hits an all-clear. Both 
graduated here in class of °47. 

Francis Franks, electrician’s aid, 


rates a bow for maintaining the} 


floral garden on the front lawn of | 
the Will Rogers hospital 

Pierre Rayon, who studied for 
two years at the Royal Academy 
in London before coming to 
Gotham when he was set back with 


a ruptured thorax, is a special men- | 


tion here with his progress, 

Harry Valentine, salesman for 
20th-Fox, Washington, checked in 
as a new guest for the general 9.0. 
and rest period. Also in for a 
checkup, Max Smailen, class of 
'46, who rated a report of good 
health, as did Inez Groething, who 
spent a year in a plaster cast up 
here 

Alma Scotti of N.Y. and Rose 
and Jessie Linfante of Newark, 
N.J., in for a bedside chat with 
Tom (Metro) Scotti, who rated an 
out of the can for lunch with his 
folks 

Write te those who are ill. 


ADMIRAL’S ENCORE 

One of Times Square’s more 
familiar “spectaculars,” the Ad- 
miral sign at Broadway & 47th St., 
will continue to provide millions of 
passersby the time, temperature, 
weather forcasts, ete. for another 
five years. 

Sign was erected by the Artkraft 
Strauss Sign Corp. with which 
Admiral Corp. last week renewed 
its initial five-year sponsorship. 
The 2,500 sq. ft. display has 10,000 

|} lamps and a mile and a half of 
} neon tubing. 





he fair, at 60cg regional and state 


Top Name Layouts, ‘Miss America 
Pageant to Wind Up 01 ALC. Season 


Aug. 27. 
° | Last week of the season finds 
Dancer Sues Tropicana the town jammed with talent, and 

people, with most of the big names 


al a | 

For Breach of Contract (, exit with the advent of Labor 
Las Vegas, Aug. 27. | Day io to be replaced by the re- 
s sone, a Now York | S0rt’s biggest attraction, the “Miss 
Teddy Rodriguez, a New York America Pageant.” which- this 
dancer, sued the Hotel Conquista- year will bring 51 girls from all 48 
dor, which operates the multi-| states, Hawaii, Canada, and Puerto 
million dollar Tropicana Hotel! Rico into the resort to compete 
here, for $278,200 contending that for the 1958 Miss America title. 
{the hotel defaulted on a contract. Bert Perks will sone ‘Sante 
Rodriguez contends that he was this edition of the Pageant, staged 
R . in the Municipal Convention Hall 

te operate a dance school at the : : 
Tropicana and -conduct audience- before an audience of some 16,000 
participation dance -programs in Saturday night (7) when Miss 
the early hours of the morning at America is crowned, and before 
the hhotel’s theatre restaurant. audiences of from 6.000 to 9,000 
9 : ithe three nights of preliminary 

Earlier this year, Rodriguez | judging (4-5-6). 
contends, he was advised that the Girls will start arriving this 
hotel did not intend to install} the weekend, all due to be registered 
dance school. He asks $250,000 in Monday (2): with one of the big 
loss of prospective profits; $20,000 events, the annual night parade on 
| in lost business in New York “ hile | the Boardwalk, when the public 
preparing for the new business can get its first view of the girls, 
venture; $7,000 training four male to be staged Tuesday (3). 
and four female dancers for the Besides a foothold in show busi- 
Tropicana and $1,200 in travel ex- ness, the new Miss America is ex- 
penses to come here twice. pected to collect close to $100,000 
while she is the reigning queen, 
and has chances of scoring afier- 
wards in one of the many enter- 
tainment mediums. 

Finals of this year’s pageant will 
be telecast over the CBS-TV web, 
usable floor space, compared with | instead of ABC, which has for the 
138,000 square feet in Mechanics | past three years aired the program. 
Building. It would include an aud,| Exiting this Sunday (1) after its 
exhib space, meeting areas and / annual six-week stand in Conven- 
auxiliary facilities for national, | tion Hall in the spot the Pageant 
conventions, | will be staged is Ice Capades, 
trade shows and amusement) which goes into New York for its 
events. In pointing up the import first big date of a new season. 
of convention biz to Boston, the! Steel Pier is featuring Frankie 
Chamber said that seven major | Laine in its big vaudville theatre 
conventions alone already have | with Frankie Carle and his band 
| been booked for the Hub this vear,|/in the Musie Hall at the pier’s 
and up to 1962 will bring $6,185,000 end. George Hamilton comes in 
in biz. Labor Day through Sept. 8th. Tony 

The hall is to be located jn the | Pastor and his orch follow Carte 
Prudential Centre being planned |in the Music Hall with the pier 
on the site of the Back Bav rail-|to curtail its entertainment follow- 
road yards of the Boston & Albany |ing the week after Labor Day. 
Railroad. The city was granted} The Will Mastin trio featuring 
authority to build the aud in legis- Sammy Davis Jr., is current at the 
lation passed in 1945. The pending | (Continued on page 54) 
| bill provides the borrowing money. 

Show biz interests are beginning 
to take a part in the campaign for 
| passage of the measure. Niteries, 
| pictures, legit stand to benefit 
| fro mthe convention visitors. Big |] THE LATEST — THE GREATEST — 
;conventions in succession mean THE MOST-UP-TO-DATEST 
| most to the waning nitery biz here Now in its 85th Issue, containing 
and could mean reopening of some egg A egg Me song 
of the shuttered boites. logs, parodies, double e288. mits, 
ideas, intros, impressions and im 
personations, political, interruptions 
Thoughts of the Day, Humorous 
Views of the News, etc. Start with 
current issue, $15 yearly — 2 years 
$28 -— 3 years a — Single Copies 
$2.00 — NO C.0.D.’s. 


BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54 St.. New York 19 





Atlantic City, 





Hub Senveailiens 


=" Continued from page 51 

















“THE COMEDIAN” 


e@ Only Real Monthly 
PROFESSIONAL GAG SERVICE 








Galveston 


aa Continued from page 51 ee 





chefs and padlocked the long ser- 
ies of electrically operated doors 
constructed to keep raiders from = 
|the invading the Balinese which 
| sits over the waters of the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

The property first came into be- 
ing as the Suijen Club, constructed 
on the same pier in 1929 where 
Balinese now sits, but featuring 
Chinese atmosphere. Suijen was 
smaller too, seating only about 150- 
200 patrons. Phil Harris, Glen 
Gray and his Casa Loma Orch, 
| Ethel Shutta, Ozzie Nelson and | 
| Harriet Hilliard, and Ben Bernie, | 
all appeared there. Gambling raids | 
| hit the Suijen but close-downs 
| were never very long. 




















Thank You JULES PODELL 
For This Great Stay at the 
COPACABANA LOUNGE 
NOW 14th CONSECUTIVE WEEK! 


THE PIANO AND SONGS OF 
BILL SELDEN 


Inquiries: GLADY MYERS 
243 Riverside Drive Suite 1103 
New York, N. Y. MO 3-1610 











Quebec Spot Books Names 
Montreal, Aug. 27. 


MAKES 
Faisan Bleu, year-old suburban MOSS — PHOTOS 


spot at St. Martin, Que., is booking For PAT 
, 1 
more names the coming season. pay - G +x subd auhanie —_ 


Besides repeating the Four Aces, || sult, Mess frst. Since 1995 Serving 


who opened the spot last year, it | PHOTO SERVICE 
has signed the Mills Bros., Carmen | | eS a 
Cavallaro and the Andrews Sisters. 


VING MERLIN 


and 


LYNDA 


CURRENTLY 


CASINO CAMPIONE - 
Lake Lugano, Switzerland 


Dir.: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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... and the boys will he playing 
twice-a-nite thru Sept. 4th 


Planes and Trains arrive daily and Highway 91 
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“Full of laughs” 


Putting on the Ritz is easy for every- 
ene when you head for the Flamingo 
where the Ritz Brothers really “put it on.” 

They ere there, Al, Jimmy and Harry, 
with @ brand new hilarious act 


keeps the Flamingo Room howling for 
forty-five minutes . . 








: credit the Ritz 
Brothere with a lot of hard work pre- 
pering for this engagement. 


passes...er... goes right thru townto... 


For Hotel Reservations, call: 


CHICAGO 


THE FABULOUS 


HOTEL IN 


CLEVELAND 





a . x WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Circle 7-2440  DElaware 7-0788 PRospect 1-1966  EXecutive 3-7858 
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House Reviews 


York takeoff, Margaret Young! 
join the Roxyettes and Squires for 
ring Elena Giusti, with Nicky Pow-|a skating romp and whirl. With a 
ers, Leslie Sang, Margaret Young, | rhyming narration spoken by Elena 
Roxyettes, Roxy Squires, Roxy | Giusti, the show simulates a flight 
Orch conducted by Robert Boucher; 4, 7 ondon, Paris and Rome. Here 
produced by Robert C. Rothafel;|. man é , ies 
choreography and staging, Anolyn | things 0g rag 4s Pe the a 
Arden; musical director, Boucher; takes of Lon on an ares, m roll 
scenie designer, Bruno Maine; cos-:!"8 little else than some smart cos- | 
ripe. <9 pats ’Winniford Morton: | mine. But when the accent 
ume ansrgne’, er a On; | shifts to Rome, the show perks up 
rhe Sun Also Rises” (20th), re-| again, sparked by the neat, arrest- 








Roxy, N. ¥. 


“Showplane at the Roxy,” star- 





viewed im the current issue Of|ing skating team of Nicky Powers 
VARIETY, | & Leslie Sang. They are costumed 
and made-up to resemble statues 

In a tie-up with the Pan-Am!/who come alive, doing a silvery 
Showplane project, which gets un-|adagio bit. At their finale, the 


derway in October, Roxy’s manag-|stage is taken over by the shapely 


ing director Robert Rothafel took femme blonde vocalist. 

a preview flying hop to Rome in a! Wwinniford Morton’s costumes are 
heralded talent search. He came} attractive and some of the staging 
back with Italian recording fave,| and choreography of Anolyn Ar- 
Elena Giusti, who also has done a! den, especially in the first and last 
lot of work in tv on the Continent. | scenes, comes off effectively. The 
She's a fetching dish with a pro de-| orchestra, under Boucher’s direc- | 


livery (Further details of her tion, is okay. loro. 


are reviewed under 


periormance _ 

New Acts.) | » , 
The entire show is built around | i alladium, Edinburgh 

the “Showplane” concept, with a Edinburgh, Aug. 27. 

generous plug in the sets to Pan- D. P. Chaudhuri presentation of 

Am, The skating at this outing | [qtenight revue. Staged by Maz! 


gets short shrift, in comparison to} Colpyrn: 

other Roxy shows. But at the} Grantham: 
times it’s featured, the whirling | 5, , 
blades propel the show forward. | 
There's a good international flavor | 
to the proceedings, leading up to; 


choreography, Barry 
costumes, Michael; $1 





Imported to Edinburgh as light 


the showeasing of the Italian thrush | after-show fodder for highbrow- 
who commands the stage for the!sated playgoers during the Inter- 


last 15 minutes of the 35-minute | national Festival, this mixed lay- 
show }out suffers from tawdry sets and | 

Curtain opens after batoning| costumes, and is mere tired replica 
Boucher sets the mood with “Out! of what a saucy late-night produc- 
of the Blue,” an original composi-| tion oughta be. > 
tion by Perry Burgett. In a Highspot of a below-average 
spirited initial scene, keyed to New | show is provided by Victor Spinetti 
in a miming act where he gets his | 
disks mixed-up. This garners top 
mitting. 

Slanting of most items is on sex, 
|bosoms, dames and nudes. Kay 
| Hankin, Mela White and Pamela) 





CAPPELLA 





Jordan satisfy in a _ seductive 
“Bosom Friends” bit, and Mela 
White gets by with “Figure of 


Fun.” Ann Delyse, attractive red- 
head, shows promise in sketches. 
Four nudes, not all endowed 
with the correct physical shapeli- 
|ness, stand motionless as decora-| 
tions to the various items. Their 
presence is hardly necessary and 
| doesn’t enhance the layout, apart 
from being publicity bait for sex- 


!curious Festival vacationers. 


After 8 Successful Weeks _ 
at the ei 
OPERA THEATER Chieage Theatre, Chi 


Buenos Aires Chicago, Aug. 23. | 


Eydie Gorme (with Joe Guerico) 
Billy Williams Quartet, Dave 
Now 2d Week 
at the ULTRA CHIC 


Gardner, Betty Martin, Larry Wil 
“KINGS CLUB” 


liams Trio, Eddie Hubbard, Cht- 
Buenos Aires 


cago Theatre Orch (12); “My Gun 
Is Quick” (WB). 





It is close to two years since the 
last regularly skedded stage show 
played the downtown Balaban & 
Katz flagship. Considering the 
technical and personnel problems 
jin assembling a format for one 
week the current production is 
a success. However, it is only a 
feeler for public reaction to stage 
show policy, and the public being 
tested is strictly the teenagers who} 
provide the main response both to | 
action pictures and record stars, | 
the two most available items for 
screen and stage respectively. As 
a disk jockey show under the com- 
petent management of emcee Eddie 
Hubbard, this program has the 
WGN airwaves as an additional 
source of promotion, but it is 
doubtful if a weekly diet of platter 
names would prove a reliable gross- 
getter in the long run. The novy- 
}elty of spots and colored lights on 
| the richly curtained Chicago stage | 
|will have to show a more varied 
source of talent to provide con- 
tinued encouragement for regular 
live shows here. | 

Eydie Gorme headlines this for- 
mat after gaining Chicago laurels 
at the Empire Room recently. Her 
numbers with the piano accompani- 
ment of Joe Guerico are those of 
her record and nitery offerings, 


CAB CALLOWAY 


CURRENTLY 


EDEN ROC HOTEL 
Miami Beach 


Mgt. BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 

















SUMMER SPECIAL! 
FUN-MASTER 
PROFESSIONAL 
COMEDY MATERIAL 
35 gag files ONLY $15.00 
plus $1 for postage 
GooD THLE ' SEPT. Vst ONLY 
OUR MONTHLY SERVICE 
“THE COMEDIAN"—S$15 per year 


“How to Master the Ceremonies” 
A Million $ lesson for $3 per copy 
Also available: Parody Books— 
Blackout Books—Minstrel Budget— 
Giant Encyclopedias of Classified Gags 
No €.0.0.’s... 


BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54th St. N.Y.C., 19 Circle 7-1130 








WILL OSBORNE 
AND ORCHESTRA 


Harrah’s Club 
Lake Tahoe 
Mgt.: MILTON DEUTSCH 









































/sax and drum players are garbed 


| (5), Tommy Brown, The G Clefs 


| ofay 


|ing the oldie, 


and she seems almost equally at | 
home on the large stage here. | 
No easy task to win an audience | 
as the last of five vocal acts, but | 
Miss Gorme comes off well. 

Billy Williams Quartet with 
Chuck Harris at the keyboard and 
Calvin Shields on drums provides 
some of the liveliest action on the 
bill. Their 10-minute turn fea- 
tures not only Williams but Ollie 
Harris, who stepped out of the 
foursome to render his own tune, 
“Send for Me.” Showmanship in 
this group is tops and the vocal 
effects varied. 

Dave Gardner is a comic turn-| 
ing vocalist. Even the cornball | 
jokes provides a welcome variant | 
to the show and serve Gardner well | 
for his five minutes. 

Betty Martin does an animated 
10-minute turn with rhythmic ac- 
cent on the vocals. She gets sup- 
port from Eddie Hubbard on one 
tune, 

Show opens with the Larry Wil- 
liams Trio doing a few metronomic 
rock ’n’ roll bits, with Williams fac- 
ing the vocals tasks, An energetic 
outfit like this should get good 
teener reception on stage. The 








| 


in searlet suits and Williams at 
the piano in conservative black. 
Fine lighting effects were 
achieved by the stage crew, and 
the house orchestra under Irv Kap- 
lan came through with flying 
colors. Eddie Hubbard is lively 
emcee who keeps the intermittent 
patter brief and to the _ point. 
Show runs one week. Leva, 


Apollo, N. Y. 
“Dr. Jive and His Top 10 Rhythm 
& Blues Revue” with The Shells 


(5), Joanne Campbell, The Dells 
(5), Pretty Boy, The Paragons (5), 
Johnny & Joe, The Cleftones (4), 
The Cadillacs; (4), Reuben Phillips 
Orch (14); “Murders in the Rue 
Morgue” (U). 





Tommy Smalls, a disk jockey at 
WWRL, N. Y., better known as 
“Dr. Jive,” is back again at the 
Apollo for the umpteenth time 
with what is billed as “His Top 10 
Rhythm & Blues Revue.” It’s a 
layout primarily comprised of har- 
mony groups that differ little from 
one another except by name. 

The G Clefs, five male warblers, 
open this rock ‘n’ roll marathon 
with their disclick of “Is This the 
Way?” Midway in Smalls’ intro 
of the turn his voice was obscured 
by shrieks, wails and moans of 
teenage femmes in the audience. 
This outburst also occurred when 
virtually every other act came on- 
stage. 

Pretty Boy, a gravel-voiced 
shouter, invades the aisles with a 
portable mike and varies his rou- 
tine by tossing in a few steps.| 
Tommy Brown also fits into this) 
category. His version of “Leapin’} 
and Cryin’” reminds of an exag-| 
gerated Elvis Presley varnished 
with prattfalls. Johnny & Joe are 
a s0-So vocal team whose best tune 
is “Over the Mountain”’—a falrish 
ballad. 

Joanne Campbell, a diminutive 
blonde, displays plenty of} 
shoulder and hip movement in 
belting out a trio of tunes includ- 
“I Can't Give You 
Anything But Love.” Full of ani- 
mation, she cops plaudits and 
shows promise. 

Balance of the session is held 
down by The Shells (5), The Dells 
(5), The Paragons (5), The Clef- 
tones (4) and The Cadillacs (4). 
Most of these harmony turns work 
with two mikes and pursue the 
same vocal style with slight vari- 
ations, A welcome, though short 
change of pace, is house band 
Reuben Phillips’ interpretation of 
Jimmy Dorsey’s “So Rare.” He 
also backs the show nicely. 

Gilb, 
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Hayes to Upstate Fair 
Schaghticoke, N.Y., Aug, 27. 
Gabby Hayes will appear after- 
noon and evening at the Schaghti- 
coke Fair, Sept. 3. Among other 
attractions booked are Lippizan 
white horse act, Aug. 30-31; har- 
ness racing, Sept. 3-4; and an auto- 
mobile-motoreycle thrill show, 
Sept. 4. 
Schaghticoke is 12 miles from 
Troy. The fair is among the oldest 
in this section. 


YVONNE MORAY 


CURRENTLY 
RANCH INN 
ELKO, NEVADA 
{Thank you, Joe Daniels) 


MILTON DEUTSCH AGENCY 
Hollywood - New York 






































Vaude, Cafe Dates 





Chicago | emcee. 


Dolinoffs & Raya Sisters pacted 
for Club Casino here for one week 
. « « “Minsky’s Fallies” opening at 
the Dunes, Vegas for eight frames, 


Sept. 5, to include Pierro Bros., Los | 


Charles Snyder Trio plays 
for show and dancing... Harold 
and Byron Cohen, entrepreneurs of 
Hank and Jerry’s Hideaway, have 
signed a new Dixieland combo 
headed by trumpeter Ed Tedder, 

Cotton Watts and partner, Chick, 


Gatos, Carma & Yaky and Dick) blackface comedy team which is 


Hyde . 
troit Statler for 
27, and the Cleveland Statler, Feb. 


10 for two frames . 


_, Jo Ann Mil-| 
ler into Cleveland Statler, Dee. 31, | 


-» Toni Arden set for De-| keeping oldtime minstrelsy alive, 
two weeks, Jan.| opened Monday 


(26) at Circus 
Lounge, heading bill including ex- 
otic Ceegan and instrumental duo, 
Bob & Zeke... Johnny Mack, who 


for two sessions and then to the| plays a piano, celeste, ¢himes and 


Detroit Statler, Jan. 


Club, St. Louis, Sept. 2, for two 
weeks ... Cast of —ABC-TV’s— It’s 
Polka Time” set for personal ap-| 
pearances in Appleton, Verona, 
Milwaukee and Wausau, Wisconsin, 
Sept. 18-21. 


| 


Atlanta 
Tallest show girl in show biz,} 
Ricki Covette, six-foot, eight | 
inches, opened (26) at Imperial 
Hotel’s Domino Lounge. On same 
bill are acro dancer Lorraine 


Powers, comedian-emcee Bill Rib- 
erts and George Bruton’s band, 
plus Tokle Trio, now in their fourth 
year at this spot...Evelyn West 
opened to good business Monday 
(26) at Club Peachtree in heart of 
Atlanta where convention dele- 
gates swarm... Three exotic dan- 
cers, Betsy Anderson, Betty Dixon 
and Gina George, headline new 
show at Clovis Club Show bar, with 
comedian Buster Raye doubling as 


== Continued from page 52 gee 


Frank Bergen is back for his 
30th annual visit to the Central 
Canada Exhibition, the last 22 of 











13, for a pair | solovox, 
. » . Rose Murphy set for Sazarac | 





them with World of Mirth. With 
him is his concession chief, Bucky 
Allen, also a CCE veteran. 
On Saturday (24), there was 
staged the exhibition's inter-city 
(Hull and Ottawa) parade, featur- 
ing local and national floats, bands, | 
midway personnel, exhibition and 
civic officials, and Canadian tele- 
vision personalities Joyce David- 
son, Billy O’Connor, Sylvia Murphy. | 
Opening yesterday (Mon.) was 
the Barnes-Carruthers “Specta- 
rama” on a stage in front of the| 
grandstand, featuring Canadian | 
video canary Juliette, Other fair 
attractions include a dog show, 
nightly horse show, highland danc- | 
ing and 10 buildings of exhibits. 
Newest is the McElroy Memorial 
Building, erected this year in mem- 
ory of the late H. H. McElroy, for | 
25 years g.m. of CCE. 
Scheduled for next week’s after- 
noon shows in front of the grand- 
stand (“Spectarama” is a night} 
show) are “Fantasyland,” top-bill- 
ing Leo Carrillo, for the first three | 
days, then Trans-World Auto Dare- | 
devils the last three days of the 
week. 
John Clarke is debuting as g.m. | 
of CCE this year, having succeeded 
McElroy. He was assistant g.m. for 
nearly 10 years. 


A. C. Windup 


=n Continued from page 52 gee 


500 Club and will probably be in 
over Labor Day. If Paul D’Amato 
can get Frank Sinatra in the Mas- 
tin trio will make way for him, but 
from present indications it looks 
like that unit will close the season 
as far as big names are concerned. 

Arthur Lee Simpkins is still in 
Club Harlem with the Timmie 
Rogers Show while at the Cotton 
Club it’s Al Hibbier, who opened 
Monday (26). Both spots are 
slated to shutter as far as top tal- 
ent is concerned shortly after La- 
bor Day. 

Also due to fold is burlesque 
on the uptown boardwalk, and city 
staged musical events on the Gar- 
den Pier nearby. Hotels too will 
curtail the entertainment in their 
rooms. 




















9th International Tour 
mn... s =. 
“MEET THE STARS” 
TV—Blackpool, England 
Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
Pers. Mgrs ED KIRKEBY 











opened at Mammy’'s 


Shanty. 





Hollywood 

Gordon MacRae headlines new 
show ‘with Lester Horten Dancers 
opening tonight (Wed.) at Cocoa- 
nut Grove ... Peony Martin follows 
Ritz Bros, into Flamingo Hotel, Ve- 
gas, Sept. 5... Willie Kaplan set 
as Marguerite Piazza’s musical di- 
rector for Cocoanut Grove stand 
starting Sept. 11 ... Eartha Kitt 
booked into El Rancho Hotel, Ve- 
gas, Oct. 16 .. . Dennis Day inked 
Martin Ragaway to write special 
material for new act he debuts 
Sept. 12 at Shamrock, Houston, for 
ene week. 


Ice Capades’ to Houston 

Houston, Aug. 27. 
“Ice Capades” will appear at 
the Sam Houston Coliseum for a 
10 day run opening Sept. 25. This 
will be the 17th edition of the John 
H. Harris show. There will be 10 
production numbers and 20 acts. 
Local appearance will be -spon- 
sored by the Houston Police De- 

partment. 


KEN BARRY. 











Currently 
HARRY ALTMAN’S Gien Casino, Buff 


Sopomber 13th 
THREE RIVERS INN, Syracuse, N. Y 
Mot.: Stuart & Will Weber, New York 











For Sale 
LONG HAIRED 
DACHSHUNDS 


Six Months and 
Three Months 
Hub Jackson 

Box 57 

Wauconda, Ili. 


JAckson 6-7317 








Now 
STATLER HOTEL 
Los Angeles 





Top quality ANTED. plan- 
ist-singers who ma 
ment and steady bookings. Send 
tos and publicity. 
Address: BOX 628, VARIETY 
612 N. Michigan Ave., 
Chicago 11, lil. 
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The DEEP RIVER BOYS Y 


Starring HARRY DOUGLAS 
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Eden Roe, Miami Beach | lack of rehearsal, but Daniels had 
Miami Beach, Aug. 24. plenty to overcome in the way of 

Henny Youngman, Connie Tow-| mike and lighting problems. 
ers, Kirby Stone Four, Mal Malkin! Corbett Monica does comic 
Orch; $3.50 minimum. chores for 30 minutes quite ade-| 


For the VFW convention week,| Wately but without great distinc- | 








the Cafe Pompeii has brought in tion, His chief plus factor is being | 


Desert Inn, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 23. 
Jan Peerce, Happy Jesters, Gina 
Genardi, Art Johnson, Donn Arden 
Dancers (13), Carlton Hayes Orch 
(21); $2 minimum. 





The Vegas midsummer opera jag 


a smooth-playing lineup that con- able to keep audience attention by continues, with Jan Peerce being 


tains the ingredients to please all 
tastes. 

Henny Youngman, a staple along 
the cafe circuit here, is now work- 
ing in slower, more effective man- 
ner. The new waggery is custom! 
tailored to his penchant for the 
weird and offbeat one-liners and} 
short yarns. The standard stuff 
he pours out stands him in good | 
stead, raising howls from audi- 
ences made up of the summer and 
convention visitors. It adds up to} 
a plus stand for Youngman in ‘his 
first engagement in this big room. 

Connie Towers is a newie to this 
area and handles herself with the 
class needed to click in this swank) 
setting. The tall, blonde, hand- 
some soprano has herself a shrewd- 
ly devised songalog, with work-ins | 
of pops to change pace on her 
musicomedy and classic. Big items 
on her winning list are arrange-| 
ment of “Love Is a Many Splen- 
dored Thing” with aria from) 
“Mme. Butterfly’ and _ excerpts! 
from “Carousel” plussed by well) 
handled narrative continuity. Stage | 
deportment is also in the class vein' 
to add to overall impact. 

The Kirby Stone four are in the 
teeoff spot in this lineup. They’ve 
been seen to good effect in pre- 
vious engagements ‘around town, 
but top those efforts here. Their 
arrangements allow for each of the 
group to sell his particular brand 
of ace instrumental-comedy tal- 
ents, fast paced arrangement on 
“Lazy River” bringing into focus 
the impressionist in the group who 
offers up a rundown of show biz 
luminaries from all fields, the in- 
cisive, sharply etched takeoffs rais- 
ing up a steady tabler reaction. On 
for 25 minutes, they could have 
stayed on longer. 

Mal Malkin, adept at the baton- 
ing job, turns in a smooth job as 
emcee for the proceedings. Ar- 
riving Friday (30) are Cab Callo- 
way, Lois O’Brien and Bobby Sar- 
gent. Lary. 





Hotel Radisson, Mpls. 
Minneapolis, Aug. 20. 
Lucille & Eddie Roberts, Don 
McGrane Orch (8); $2.50-$3.50 
mintmum, 





It’s the 10th time in this tony 
Flame Room for Lucille & Eddie 
Roberts and this bespeaks better 
than mere words their popularity 
with local cafe society. 

On each succeeding engagement 
the couple’s act seems to gain, par- 
ticularly in comedic stature unzil 
now it hits an entertainment peak. 
While repeated viewing of the 
mystifying and astonishing thought 
transference increases one’s puz- 
ziement and amazement, the cur- 
rent offering generates even more 
laughs than bafflement, and, of 
course, that’s saying a lot. 

With the main emphasis thusly 
on  funmaking, chuckles come 
thick and fast during Eddie’s open- 
ing monolog and the ensuing witty 
exchange of badinage while Lucille 
does her “mindreading.” His new 
gags, stories and commentaries 
tickle the risibilities pleasantly and 
Lucille’s performance again com- 
mands admiration. 

As usual, Don McGrane and his 
orch are an additional asset. The 
Roberts’ are here until Aug. 28 
after which another local fave, Jan 
August, returns. . Rees. 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 22. 
Billy Daniels (with Benny 
Payne), Corbett Monica, Chez 
Paree Adorables (6) with Tommy 
Nichols, Ted Fio Rito Orch (12); 

$1.95 cover, $4.95 minimum. 








Meeting ‘a last-minute booking 
arrangement proved no disaster 
attendancewise for Billy Daniels at 
his Chez opening. For 50 minutes 
he piped and gyrated through over 
a dozen standard tunes. His song 
styling still has a following even 
if some of the mannerisms appear 
almost as caricatures of them- 
selves. 

Daniels’ prime asset through his 


' than overworking it, 


underplaying his material rather 
which has 
worked to the detriment of many 
more experienced performers 


here. Less impressive are his im- 
pressions. However, the young 
performer showed on _ opening 


night that he can hold the audi- 
ence, and at no point did his rou- 
tine show signs of sagging. 

Aside from such technical im- 
provements as timing, which are 
apt to iron themselves out in his 
routine, this performer does not 
yet show any unique and spon- 
taneous personality factors that 
are the indispensible asset of any 
top comic showman. 

Still more new faces show them- 
selves in the Chez line this time. 
Costuming for the Adorables has 
improved immensely, choreogra- 
phy somewhat, performance not at 
all. Singer Tommy Nichols, who 
has worked with the whole series 
of girls since the Chez line was 
reinstituted several months ago, 
has developed into a competent 
house performer. 

Pearl Bailey opens Sept. 10. 

Leva. 


Latin Quarter, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 


Latin Quarter holds with its 
current production, the last Lou 
Walters turned out for the club, 
but has a change in headliners and 
in a featured turn. Dominique, a 
virtual fixture at the room since his 
American preem there a couple of 
years back, is in as headliner, re- 
placing comic Jack Durant, while 
the Y Knot Twirlers are in instead 
of George Matson. Otherwise, 
everything holds—the Szonys, the 
Debonairs, the Morlidors, produc- 
tion singers Bob Kennedy and 
Gillian Gray, and natch, the line. 

Dominique is a topflight turn for 
this or any other room. The pick- 
pocket-magician has a _ literal 
pocketful of tricks that range from 
some cardtrick throwayays for an 
opener ‘> his fullscale disrobing 
bit on a half-dozen volunteers at a 
time. It’s a dazzling act that leaves 
the customers and _ bewildered, 
particuladly the finale which finds 
some poor customer sans shirt and 
undershirt as Dominique yanks 
them out from under his suit 
jacket. In between, he’s got a shock 
bit, grabs watches, wallets, neck- 
ties and even suspenders from 
unsuspecting -patrons (and even 
suspicious ones) and through it all 
paces the turn like a racehorse. 
Only unhappy customer in the 
place was the gent who lost his 
shirt. 

Szonys hold over deservedly, for 
they're easily one of the top ball- 
room turns in the business, hand- 
ling their lifts, spins and solo 
routines with near-perfection and 
daubing them with some fine in- 
ventive choreography. Also tops 
in the holdover department are the 
Morlidors, a fine novelty act in 
which the male contortionist Is 
whirled around mannequin-style 
in rag-doll costume by two femmes. 
New to the show but hardly to the 
room are the Y Knot Twirlers, the 
square dance troupe who go 
through some colorful routines, 
but they miscued badly several 
times during opening night. 

Debonairs offer a good tap turn 
in their “Machine Age” number, 
with Bob Kennedy and Gillian 
Gray par for the course as the 
production singers. 
curvy as ever, mebbe more so, and 
costumed nicely. The Dancing 
Waters is featured in one of the 
production numbers. Jo Lombardi 
orch cut a fine show, good on the 
dancing too, with Buddy Harlowe 
unit alternating dn the ey. age 





Angelo’s. Omaha 
Omaha, Aug. 21. 
Nino Nanni & Co. (3); no cover 
or minimum. 





Nino Nanni, of the bass voice 
and double-entendre songs, has 





stint is a ready patter and sharp 
quips that provide a break in the 
heavy duty vocal turns. With him 
is pianist Benny Payne who assists 
vocally on several numbers and 
manages a successful solo or two 
on his own. Solo surprise in Dan- 
iel’s trademarked routine is an 
antic calypso number, “Masculine 
Touch,” which comes as a late 
round ice-breaker. A full schmaltz 
treatment of “Yiddische Mama” 
also get favorable returns. 
Daniels, Payne and Ted Fio 


Rito’s house band worked together 


long been a favorite with Angelo 
|DiGia¢omo’s_ clientele, so_ this 
should be a good week at the own- 
er’s new and plush Studio Inn. 
Nanni’s 88 work is topflight and 
for this date is backed with locals 
on bass and drum. However, it’s 
his talk-a-song delivery of “Do I,” 
“Accustomed,” “Hi-Lili’” and spe- 
cial material that lures the payers. 
He's equally adept at straight key- 
boarding of blues and boogie. 
Nanni will be followed by Dick 


Contino and Carmen Cavallaro. 





espite 


smoothly for first show 


Trump. 


the newest entry. Peerce is mak- 
ing his second invasion of the 
Strip, and it’s a good bet that he 
will pack the Painted Desert Room 
for his entire run, like he did last 
year — after the casino bosses, 
learning an “opera guy” had been 
booked, wanted to fire the booker. 
Peerce did SRO biz from the be- 
ginning, however, and this year 
the happy casino preempted open- 
ing night tables far in advance. 

After Peerce’s first five songs, 
“Liabiamo,” “Granada,” “Around 
The World,’ “Without a Song,” 
and “Vesti La Giubba,” all done 
with his usual magnificent power 
and tonal quality, he asks the audi- 
ence for request numbers, thereby 
changing the show with each per- 
formance. On opening night, he 
rounded out the program with “My 
Yiddishe Momma,” “Autumn 
Leaves,” “Because,” “You'll Never 
Walk Alone,” “Tosca,” and his hit 
“Bluebird of Happiness.” Of all 
the longhair headliners on the 
Strip this summer, Peerce is the 
only one who presents his act sans 
gimmicks and tricky lighting. War- 
ner Bass does a masterful job of 
| conducting the Carlton Hayes orch 
/(21), while Hayes moves in with 
lease on the non-operatic pieces. 
Bass wrote the book and arranged 
| Peerce’s act. 

The Happy Jesters are on the 
bill. and seem at home in the inti- 
mate room which suits their type 
madcap music-murder. 


| of 


| Jerry Prez) get blasting yocks with 


The! 


boys (Ken Cornell, Sal Tino and_ 
_ ee - . | Hollywood chores ‘a top role w:th 


|crowd-pulling is much more of a} 
feat here in this much larger | 


their off-beat clowning, authentic | 


|impreshes, and novelty arrange- 


|ments of such tunes as “Just Be-| 


/cause,” “Up a Lazy River,” and 
|“Somebody Stole My Gal.” Cor- 
jnell’s mirrorings of Fearless Fos- 


3,100-seater. 

Polished and _ sharpened by 
Copacabana, Las Vegas and L. A. 
appearances, the winsome trio are 
strictly show-stoppers now. They 
offer a jazzed-up version of “Ala- 
bama Jubilee,” with musical solos 
on the piano, sax and glockenspiel. 
Other songs showcased  inc.ude 
“Around the World in 89 Days,” 
“Picnic,” and “Sincerely.” 

The girls hit the human interest 
twinge heavily with many si*ter 
bits involving the normal fuss and 
feuds of family relationships 
These numbers, cleverly routined 
with props and gimmicks, are of- 
fered to the tune of “Sisters” and 
“You're So Much a Part of Me.” 

For extra socko impact they 
bring on their tiny carbons, the 
three Capri sisters in a “Me and 
My Shadow” routine 

Comedian Ned Walsh manages 
to win the audience although most 


of his material has been heard 
many times before in local night 
clubs. However, his style and de- 


livery manage to overcome the age 
of the jokes. To close, he begs off 


after a loose-limbed, tap dance 
routine. Danni & Genii Prior ap- 
pear in three nice numbers and 


Ray Eberle orch, directed by Mur- 
rey Kane, does a topflight job. 
Math. 


Silver Slipper, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 20. 

Hank Henry, Norman Erskine, 
Sparky Kaye, Jimmy Cavanaugh, 
Mac Dennison, Caprice, Peop-ettes, 
Slipperettes (5), George Redman 
orch (4); produced by Eddie For; 
Choregraphy, Barry Ashton; no 
cover or minimum. 





Hank Henry, fresh from his 
Frank Sinatra in “Pal Joey") re- 
enters the arena where he is un- 
disputed champ, and across his 
burley-type buffoonery in a new 


show dubbed “Parisienne Calypso 


| Revue.” Again Henry and his team- 


dick & Popeye get hearty laughs. | 


| Two holdover production num- 
‘bers featuring the Donn Arden 
| dancers (13) and the voices of Gina 
| Genardi 
|the package. Miss Genardi is vi- 
| brant with a refreshing and peppy 
| personality, and Johnson, virile in 
|appearance and pipes, also does 
jsome okay impreshes. Show is 
booked for four frames. Duke. 


Americana, Miami B. 
Miami Beach, Aug. 23. 
| Joni James, Ricki Dunn, Matt 
|& Matty King, Jackie Heller, Lee 
| Martin Orch; $3.50-$5 minimum. 





& Art Johnson balance) 


mates, Sparky Kaye, Jimmy Cava- 
naugh and Mac Dennison, inject 
freshness ‘with masterful tonguc- 
in-check kidding) into some e'derly 
burlesque skits which emerge fun- 
nier than any of the humor seen 
elsewhere on the Las Vegas Strip. 
Henry gets howls with his perfect 
timing and wonderfully expressive 
face; Kaye is equally at ease as a 


| perky pixie or a salesman of slap- 
| stick; Cavanaugh is the handsome 


straightman-emcee-comic who fits 


| smoothly into any role; and Denni- 


| The Tisch freres are attempting | 


a departure from the usual straight 
|fee arrangements with topliners 


|and have brought in Joni James on, 


|a percentage deal. 
|wind up okay financially with the 
|management now eyeing future 
| deals on same basis. 

| Miss James is now a very-much- 
at-ease songstress. 
| and vocal technique in this outing, 
|show results of careful workover 
jof the simplified style. the de- 
liberately unaffected approach. 
leomplete to smartly quiet gown- 
jing. On the  vocalistics, she 


Both should! 


Her delivery 


‘resa Stang) 


'eschews the pyrotechnics many of | 


the current thrushes have adopted. 
The style is a winner, allowing for 
mood changes to fit her tricky 
|phrasings as applied to the mix- 


iture of her recording excerpts and, 


{injects of current pops. End re- 
| sult is a begoff reception. 
| Ricki Dunn is making his first 


|step into the big hotel spots with, 


date and comes .off handsome- 

y. He’s a fast working, person- 
| able guy whose pickpocketry is ac- 
i'comped by a clever line of gab. 


this 
| , 


| 


| 


Line is as| Handles his aud subjects smoothly. | 


son is a cinch yock-puller with his 
elastic kisser — especially in one 
scene where he’s hilariously gro- 
tesque as “Susie the Maid.” 

Norman Erskine, Australian re- 
cording artist making his U.S. 
debut, is a hep songster with a 
powerhouse personality. He's big, 
virile, and with savvy animation 
booms “Them There Eyes,” “Dixie- 
land” and “Sunny Side of the 
Street.” His first-night perform- 
ance won him a guest shot on the 
Julius LaRosa teleshow. 

Caprice, a comely undulater, 
shows unexpected refinement as 
she gracefully contributes her 
exotic stripping to the festivities. 

The Peop-ettes ‘(Joe Kalb & The- 
are held over from 
previous show, but have changed 
their act. Marionet bodies are at- 
tached to the full faces of the stars, 
who mouth w.k. recordings for 
unique effect. 

Attractive dancing line (5) with 
splendid choreography by Barry 
Ashton is spotted throughout revue 
with decorous verve. George Red- 
man's orch weaves the skedded six- 
framer with appropriate —- 

uke. 


Eddys’. K. €. 
Kansas City, Aug. 23. 
Allan Drake, Teddi King, Tony 


and keeps the gasps and laughs) pj pardo Orch (8): $1-$1.50 cover. 
‘coming with his faster-than-the- = wth ter 


eye trickery. He goes over big. 
| Matt and Matty King are a 
| throwback to the old vaude-pres- 
jentation units with their precision 
pings, then top matters with clever 
|routine of history of hoofers from 
| the minstrel days to modern times. 
Jackie Heller sells a brace of 
| cleffings in sock fashion and makes 
ithe intros a warm affair. Per 
|usual, Lee Martin and his orch 
showback superbly. Jaye P. Mor- 
gan and Jay Lawrence take over 
end of week. Lary. 


| 





| Beach Club, Wildwood 
| Wildwood, N. J., Aug. 20. 

| The McGuire Sisters (3), Ned 
| Walsh, the Capri Sisters, Danii & 
|Genii Prior, Bob Lappin, Penny 
| Parker, Ray Eberle’s Orch (15); 
| $3 minimum, $1 admission. 

i 

| The ropes are up early for the 
McGuire Sisters who also 
all local records in another pre- 








Entertainment is plentiful for 
this fortnight at the Eddy Supper 
Club with comic Allan Drake and 


| songstress Teddi King. 


| hoofery. They do the standard tap-| 


Miss King warbles a variety of 
pops in actomplished style, being 


especially good on diction and 
clarity of tone througMout her 
range. Her list includes a lively 


“It’s All Right With Me,” a mellow 
“Moonlight in Vermont,” and “Say 
It Isn’t So” from her RCA label- 
lings with a medium bounce. For 
good measure there’s “Devil and 
the Deep Blue Sea,” “It Never En- 
tered My Mind” and “Lover.” All 
are done with special touch. 
Allan Drake holds the pace 
nicely as he chats about various 
subjects, spoofing the sad plight 
of love, marriage and Sweethearts. 
having some fun with the ring- 
siders, and carrying it all off al- 
most casually. He has a measure 


lof restraint and generally makes it 
'an enjoyable half hour with full 


broke | 


appreciation from the customers. 


‘ment 


500 Club, A. C. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 24. 

Wil Mastin Trio featuring Sam- 
my Davis, Jr., Hal Loman & His 
Piaymates, Frank D'Amore, Lee 
Henderson Girls (8), Pete Miller 
Orch (14) directed by Joe Frasetto, 
$3 minimum, $5 weekends. 





After a vear's absence; Sammy 
Davis Jr. is back in Paul (Skinny) 
D'Amato’s big Vermillion room to 
close out the season, for it now 
seems definite that Frank Sinatra 
won't come in this year, as he did 
last. 

A capacity house caught the first 
show (27) when Davis was better 
than ever. Out of the trio is his 
father, who suffered a heart attack 
a few weeks ago and is recuperat- 
ing. 


As usual, its Sammy Jr. all the 
way, with the exception of a soft 
shoe bit by Uncle Willie Mastin, 
introduced as his teacher and the 
manager of the unit Davis aso 
gets assists from Morty Stevens, 


his arranger, who directs the or- 
chestira and plays a nice ciarinet, 
and George Roberts, his pianist. 

Davis Jr. is a performer with 
many talents, whose song numbers 
register strongly, whose tap and 
soft shoe dancing are difficult to 
excel, and whose ability to do car- 
bons is the sirongest part of the 
60-odd minutes he is almost con- 
stantly out front. 

Best is his Ed Sullivan intreduc- 
ing his tv show performers. 
Slightly exaggerated voice and 
mannerisms are Sullivan's almost 
to perfection, Climax is reached 
when Elvis Presley is introduced 
as the top attraction, and then 
Sammy, is bright shirt and playing 
not bad guitar, does Presley sing- 
ing his “Hound Dog” for best re- 
turns of the evening. 

“Just In Time,’ from the Broad- 
way show “Bells are Ringing,” is 
sung as Davis sings it, then as Nat 
Cole, Tony Martin, Billy Eckstine, 
Sinatra, George Kingfish Stevens, 
and finally Louis Armstrong would 
do it. It gets top mitting. 

Hal Loman & his Playmates, two 
blondes, both lookers, register 
solidly in their dance numbers, 
Comic Frank D'Amore, in his first 
appearance here, grows stronger 
the longer he is out front, begging 
off after his Texan hillbilly bit. 
Henderson girls offer two produc- 
tion numbers. Miller orchestra di- 
rected by Joe Frasetto do ae 

valk 


Thunderbird, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 20. 

The Four Lads (4), Jay Nemeth, 

Billy Wells & The Four Fays (5), 

Rex Johnson, Thunderbird Dancers 

(8), Al Jahns Orch (12); $2 min- 


imum. 





Paging The Four Lads for a five- 
stanza songallop, producer Marty 
Hicks again couples the exploita- 
tion and entertainment values to 
be found in the purchase of a 
strong platter act to headline the 
Navajo Room. And, in fol'owing 
Hicks’ theory that deejays and song 
pluggers are effective sounding 
boards, The Lads agein tie their 
Thunderbird engagement to their 
newest record release, this time 
preeming “The Eyes Of God.” 
‘(Last four ‘Bird segs saw group 
unveiling for first time, respective- 
ly “Moments To Remember,” “No 


Not Much,” “Standing On The 
Corner” and “Who Needs You"— 
all clicks). 

Lads, additionally, are a slick 


nitery act, employing a sock selec- 
tion of tunes and a sound judg- 
of pacing and continuity, 
They kick off with a zippy “Run- 
ning Wild,” then followup with a 


lrelaxed “Getting To Know You.” 


In latter, the personable charm and 
big voice of Frankie Busseri fronts 
the quartet and*later in “If You 
Ever Say Goodbye.” Repertoire is 
spliced to w.k. disclicks turned out 
by the group, and begoff calls up 
a finale with Thunderbird Dancers 
to “Standing On The Corner.” 
Jay Nemeth is one of the fun- 
niest and most competent ventrilo- 
quists to regularly tour the town, 
He acts as a mouthpiece for a 
diminutive pup that seemingly 
comes alive through Nemeth’s 
ventro manipulations. Material is 
surefire stuff. Show gets initial 
bounce from Billy Wells and The 
Four Fays, a unique acro-dance act. 
Gayle Robbins has Thunderbird 


Dancers cueing their terps to a 
Manhattan themé in three num- 
bers, at top, centre and in the 


finale, staged against a kudo win- 
ning backdrop which, through 
lights and the painter’s brush, 
recreates Broadway's mazda wizar- 
dry. Rex Johnson vocally charts 
the course for the first two produc- 
tions, “New York, New York” and 
“Beau James.” surrendering the 
spot to The Four Lads for the 
wrapup. Al Jahns _proficiently 
batons his tootlers throughout. 


Next in is Carmen Cavallaro,| Opus roosts in the Navajo Room 


vious showcasing here at the rival| opening Sept. 6, for his third en- 


Manor Hotel Supper Club, Their! gagement in the room. 


Quin. 


until Ella Logan's return on Sept, 
19. uke. 
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Alberto Rochi 


| Alfredo Sadel 
Matzuko Miguel 


| Miriam Baneras 


| Roberto Barcelo Gladys & Freddy 

Maria Magdalene Riveros 

|'La Serie Ore Dominique 

Ortega Ore Tropicana Ballet 
Tropicana S Suare: Org 

Luis Garcia & Romeu Orq 





Unit Review 





NEW YORK CITY 


Music Hall (P) 29 
Rockettes 
Conrad Ludlow 
Wes Harrison 
George Carl 

Roxy (29) 


Mario Alverez 
Enrique Montoya 
Virginia Morrison 
Nancy Lee Parker 
Manuel Del Toro 
Skating Squires 


“Fiesta at Roxy” Roxyettes 

Maria Antinea Roxy Orch 
AUSTRALIA 

MELBOURNE Balladinis 


Tivoli (T) 26 
Archie Robbins 
Margo (Z Bomb) 
2 Earls 
Christine & Moll 
Lebrac & Bernice 
Bobby Gonzales 
Delicados 
Williams & Shand 
Buster Fiddess 
Bren¢a Rowe 
Frank Ward 
Delia Vance 
Dienne Vail 

SYONE 


vy 
Tivoli (T) 26 
Johnny Lockwood 


Billy Rayes 
Darryl Stewart 
Johnny O'Connor 
Edit Juhasz 


MANILA 
Grand Spore House 
) 
Hatpestee Dunham 

°o. 
HON KONG 


Bobby Limb GK 

Dawn Lake Oasis Cabaret (T) 26 

Riggoletto Bros. & Demuth 
Aimee ADELAIDE 

Les Thaika Royal (T) 26 


Medlock & Marlowe 


Luigi Infantino 


BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (i) 26 
Dan Young 
Billy Eaves 
Karen Kent 


GLASGOW 
Empire (mM) 26 
Dickie Valentine 
McAndrews & Mills 
Eleanor Gunter 


Wanda Alpar Vie Hyde 
Izna Roselli David serglas 
BLACKPOOL Tex McLeod 


Palace (1) 26 
Hylda Baker 
Tanner Sis 


Odette Crystal Empire (M) 26 
Sonny Roy Fred ney 
Lorrae Desmond 


George Mitchell 
Impero Bros, 
Janet Gray 
Martin Granger 
Boliana Ivanko 4 
Joan Davis Co, 
Winter Garden 
Bob Monkhouse 
Karen Greer 


casta 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 26 
rry Secombe 
Billie Anthony 


Norris & Savage Rudy Horn 

3 Romanos Dier Co. 

3 Merkys Gimma_ Boys 

Eliane & Rodolphe aereweeres 

12 Starlights ma. xing ) 
Opere House Hazel Gee 

Jewel & Warriss Kordites 

ane Flack & Mills 

Holger & Dolores Tiki & Del 


Latona 
Graham & Chadel 
Mitehell 


Bernard Landy 
Linda & Constant 


George " ay 
Dancing Debonaires a may 
Dorothy Dampier NEWCASTLE 
Herbert Hare Empire (M) 26 
Audrey Mann Chas. McDevitt 
Nirska Naney Whiskey 


BIRMINGHAM 


Terry Dene 


Hippodrome (M) 26) Dene-Aces 

Mel Torme June Birch 

Rocheile Clifford Stanton 

Smoothey & Layton | Grecos 

Joan Hinde Jeffrey Lenner 

Garth Meade Shipway 2 

3 Tobas Renee Dymott 

Mumford’s Puppets NORTHAMPTON 

E & J Webster New ()) 26 
BRIGHTON Leon Cortez 

Hippodrome (mM) 26 | Tony Dalton 

Winifred Atwell Pigalle poveres 

David Nixon NORWIC bos 

Aileen Cochrane Hippodrome ( 

Reg Varney Connor & Drake 

R & J Jover Gay Leslie 

Malta & Fernandos NOTTINGHAM 


George Mitchell 


i 
COVENTRY David ery 
Tiki & De 
Hippodrome (l) 26 | nighy Wolfe 


Billy Cotton 
Darly’s Dogs 
George Bolton 
De Vel & Part- 
Billy Maxam 


Bela & Mary 
Arthur Sorsley 
M & B West 
Joan Winters 
Guy Fielding 





Flying Dernos Georgette 
Horler 2 SOUTHAMPTON 
Tattersail Grand (1) 26 
FINSBURY — lene Geo. Truzzi 
Empire (M) 26 Cellophane 
Marion Ryan SOUTHSEA 
Burke & Kovac King’s (M) 26 
George Martin David hitfield 
Les Mallinis Harry Worth 
Renee Strange Audrey Jeans 
Mack & Kirk King Bros 
Gaunt Bros Billy Dainty 


T & P Derrick 


Skylons 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 
Give Angei Hote! Taft 
T. C. Jones Vincent Lopez Ore 
Carol Burnett Milt Shaw Ore 
Mae Barnes Ray Bari Ore 
Jimmy Lyon 3 Latin Quarter 
Bart Howard Dominique 
Bob Ritterbush Szonys 
Y Knot Twirlers 
Casanova Molidor ‘Trio 
Jacques Zarow Debonairs 
Alex Alstone jillian Grey 
Chateau Madrid § Simon McQueen 
Monica Boyar Chic James 
Panchito Ore Syncopated Waters 
Soccares Ore Jo Lombardi Ore 
Copacabana B Harlowe Ore 
Don Cornell Park Sheraton 
Larry Daniels Jan August 
Coronados Spark Thurman 
Tom Rockford Viennese Lantern 
Mari Ann Cooper Rita Dimitri 
Tony Starman Yasuko 


Michae! Durso Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 


No 1 Fifth Ave 
Peggy Ann Watson 
Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 


Hotel Ambassador 
Chauncey Gray Ore 
Jani Sarkozi 
Gypsies 
Quintero Rhumbas 
Hotel Pierre 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Alan Logan Ore 
Joseph Sudy 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Eddie Lane Ore 





Ernest Schoen Ore 

Harold Sandler 

Paul Mann 
Viltage Barn 

Dick Todd 

Sophie Parker 

Zeb Carver 

Ed Smith 

Jodie Carver 

Jou! Shaw Ore 

Village Vanguard 

Chris Connor 

Slim Gaillard 
Waldorf Astoria 

Count Basie 

Sarah Vaughan 

Haitian Ders 

Bela Babai Ore 


CHICAGO 


Black Orchnia 
Sid Gould & 


Ralph Young 
Barbara McNair 





Bive Angel 
“Calypso Fiesta” 
Princess Abilia & 
King Christian 
Lord fael 
Lord Calypso 
Prince Pablo, Lady 
Melena & Lady 
Blanca 
Roger McCall 
Al D’Lacy Ore 
“Bive Note 
Duke Ellington 
Chez Paree 
Billy Daniels 
Corbett Monica 
Chez Adorables (6) 
Ted Fio Rito Ore 13 
Cloister Inn 
Ramsey Lewis Trio 
Lorez Alexandria 
Conrad Hilton 
“Ice Review Spec” 
Glenn & Colleen 
Miss Lucille 
Jo Ann McGowan 


Ros Pettinger 
Bill Christopher 
Gil Shepard & De 
to Sisters (3) 

Paul Gibbon & 

Sully Kothman 
Fred Napier 
Norman Crider 
Tune Tattlers (4 
Charlie Fisk Orc 

Gate of Horn 
Odetta 
Jo Mapes 

London House 
Errol Garner Trio 
Eddie Higxins (©) 

Mister Kelly's 
Jackie Cain & 

oy Kral 

Maya Angelou 
Shelley Berman 
Marty Rubenstein 3 

Palmer House 
Hildegarde 
Mattison Trio 
Ben Arden Orch 


LOS ANGELES 


B. Gray's Band Box 

Billy Gray 

Leo Diamond 

Carol Shannon 

Bert Gordon 

Ric Marlowe 

Le Hermen (3) 

Bob Barley Trio 
Coconut Grove 

Gordon MacRae 

F. Martin Ore 





Interlude 
Bobby Short 
Chamber Jazz Sex't 

Mocambo 
Diahann Carroll 
Frankie Sands 
Paul Hebert Ore 

Moulin Rouge 
Jerry Colonna 

Statier Hotei 
Harry Babbitt 


Crescendo Lloyd Lindroth 
Dave Brubeck V. Moreno &Hosalie 
Mort Sahl Ed. Bergman Ore 

LAS VEGAS 
Desert tnn Royal Nevade 


Jan Peerce 

Happy Jesters 

Gina_ Genardi 

Art Johnson 

Donn Arden Dners 

Carlton Hayes Ore 
Dunes 


“Pajama Game” 


“Rhythm on Ice” 
George Arnold 
The Gaylords 
Buster Hallett Ore 
El Rancho Vegas 
Joe E. Lewis 
Roberta Sherwood 
Nejla Ates 
Molnar Dancers 
Dick Rice Orch 
Flamingo 
Ritz Bros. 
Gogi Grant 
Flamingoettes 
Lou Basil Orch 
Fremont Hotel 
Tune Jesters 
Jo Ann Castle 
Stardusters 
Bob & Sylvia 
Golden Nugget 
Harry Ranch 
Jig Adams 
Lee Maynard 
Faye Ellen 
Riviera 
Blackouts of ‘58 
Ken Murray 
Marie Wilson 
Novelites 
Ray Sinatra Ore 





Sonny Howard 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Sahara 
Betty Hutton 

Amin Bros. 
Shaw-Hitchcock 


Ders. 
Cee Davidson Ore 
Mary kaye Trio 
Sands 


Marguerite Piazza 

Davis & Reese 

Copa Girls 

Antonio Morelli Ore 
howboat 


Pat Moreno 
Taffy O'Neil 
Garr Nelson 
Showboat Girls 
Mike Werner Orch 
Silver siipper 
Hank Henry 
Electra 
Barbary Coast toys 
Jimmy Cavanaugh 
arky Kaye 
Mac Dennison 
Pat Yankee 
Slipperettes 
Geo. Redman Orch 
Thunderbird 
Four Lads 
Jay Nemeth 
Billy Wells & 
e Four 
Rex Johnson 
Thunderbird Dners 
Al Jahns Orch 
Tropicana 
Carol Channing 
Elaine Dann 
Judy Logan 
Norvas Singers 
Jack Costanza 
Nat Brandywynne 


Fays 


RENO 
Harolds Skylets 
Jodimars y 7 atrick Ore 
Phyllis Inez Ed Fitzpatrick Ore 
rrah’s New Golden 


Louis Prima 
Keeley Smith 
Sons of Pioneers 
Tommy Sandi - 
Betty & Escorts 
Mapes Skyroom 
Mickey Rooney 


4 Tunes 

Hank Penny 

Penthouse 4 
Riverside 

Dorothy Shay 

Starlets 

Bill Clifford Ore 


LAKE 1AHOE 

Cal Neva Giovanni 
Tony Martin Del Courtney Orc 
Lotere Ders Stateline Country 
Matty Malneck Ore Club 

Harrah's Bob Scobey 
Roberta Linn Woodsens 
Wilder Bros. Noel Boggs 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Americana 
Jaye P. Morgan 


Jackie Heller 
Lee Martin Ore 
Maya Ore 
Ba'lmoral 
Billy Mitchell 
Rosina Aston 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Tana Lenn 


Di Lido 
Mandy Campo Ore 
Othella Dallas 
Jane Moore 
Bernie Sager 
Jack Barcena Ore 

Eden Roc 
Cab Calloway 
Lois O'Brieff 
Bobby Sargent 
Johnny Costa Trio 
Mal Malkin Ore 
Chico Cuban Boys 

Fontainebleau 
Toni Arden 
Frank Marlowe 
Raye & Naldi 
Jack Stuart Ore 
Sacasas Ore 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Natali-Fields Trio 

London Towne 
Arthur Blake 
Weela Gallez 
Jean Tourigny 


Diosa Costello 
Milos Velarde 
Don Casino 
Tonia Flores 
Tony & Franceila 
Juan Romero 
David Tyler Ore 
Luis Varona Ore 
Murray Franktin’s 
Roy Sedley 
Joe Mayer Trio 
Dick Haviland 
Murray Franklin 
Sue Lawton 
Eddie Bernard 
Nautilus 
Larry K. Nixon 
Marriette 
Mario & Tonia 
Syd Stanley Orc 
Seville 
Bob Sennett 
Murri & Rath 
Tommy Ryan 
Johnny Silvers Orc 
Rey Mambo Orc 
Saxony 
Mari Leighton 
Charles & Faye 
Al Stuart Archette 
Jimmy Grippo 
Fred Thompson 
Tommy Angel 
Vagabonds 
Vagabonds (4) 
Micki Marlo 
Dunhills (3) 





cerne 
Havana Mardi @ras 


HAV. 


~ Montmartre 
Raul Mesa 
Raquel Barisba 
Ivette De La Fuente 
Clarisse Novo 
Gladys Bocay 


Frank Linale Or: 


ANA 


Nacional 
Helen Forrest 
Tun Tun 
Ray Carson 
Dancing Waters 
W. Réyes Orc 





Guzman Singers 
Fajardo Orc 


Sans Souci 
Gloria & Rolando 


rrio | 


Canadiana, °57 
(CANADIAN NATIONAL 

| EXHIBITION) 
Toronto, Aug. 23. 

Jack Arthur production, starring 
| Bob Hope, with D’Arco & Gee; 
| Geoffrey Holder & Co. (8); Martha 
| Ann Bentley; The Alcettys (2); 
Paul Kohler; Jo, Jac & Joni; Wally 
Koster; Velyn & LaVerne French; 
Shari McKim; Phyllis Marshal; 
Gerri the Giraffe; The Canadettes 
(56), choral ensemble (24). Set- 
tings, costumes, Stuart MacKay; 
choreography, Midge Arthur, Alan 
and Blanche Lund; lyrics, Stanley 
| Daniels, Howard Cable, Jack Ar- 
| thur; musical director, Howard 
|Cable; lighting, William Dale; 
| stager, John Maddison. At the CNE 
| Grandstand, Toronto; Aug. 23, '57; 
$3.75 top. 





| The demands of a businessmen 
board of directors is reflected, pro- 
| duction-wise, in this year’s 24,000- 
|seater grandstand show at the 
Canadian National Exhibition, but 
Jack Arthur has whipped together 
a fine 150-minute melange which 
jis topped by Bob Hope. Comic is 
getting $100,000 for the fortnight’s 
nightly work, plus a reputed 50% 
lof the gross over $472,000. He’s 
the b.o, draw, judging from open- 
ing night. 

The enforced economy drop in 
| production costs — this including 
jthe dropping of a designer whose 
|sets have been eye-filling in the 
| past—is particularly evident in an 
| offering that has been reduced to 
| two levels instead of the six that 
made spectacular stage-pictures in 
other years. The precision line of 
girls has also been cut to 48 from 
previous years’ 70. However, with 
Hope getting the cream off the top 
—and deservedly — Jack Arthur 
has evolved a_splendid outdoor 
show, ranging from baggy-pants to 
ballet, for that 250-foot width and 
60-foot depth, 

Bob Hope carries the second 
half, making his entrance in a blue 
convertible, and mainly working 


on a circular platform to the 24,-| 


000-seater grandstand audience 
which, on opening night, was ca- 
pacity. Hope does a single for 
| some 45 mins. on his topical mono- 
logistics, plus clever timing, and 
ranges from remarks on the size 
of the joint to his opinions of the 
“Confidential” hearings. 

Interpolated are gags about his 
age, his singing of “Buttons and 
Bows,” his recounting of zany 
stories, and a _ soft-shoe routine 
with a couple of the line girls. 
Hope has no trouble in carrying 
the second half and continues to 
be a very funny fellow. 

On the dance production num- 





New 


Acts 








L6s PUPI MARIONETTES 
CCE, Ottawa 

Los Pupi Marionettes, an impert 
from Italy so new only one of the 
staff of 12 can understand English, 
is one of the firfest shows to hit 
the Central Canada Exhibition 
since World of Mirth midway be- 
gan here more than 20 years ago. 
| Using puppets averaging three feet 
| tall (some close to five), it’s a fast- 
|paced, showmanship-wise offering 
|that uses a number of fresh ideas. 
|Scene changes are extremely fast, 
lscenery customs and dolls are 
|clean and colorful and operation 
|of the marionettes is superbly han- 
| dled by a crew of eight string-pul- 
lers. Lighting and special effects 
are big. 

Comedy is always present in the 
| dolls’ actions since the gabbing and 
}chanting, recorded, are in Italian. 
This makes it difficult for Can- 
adian stubholders to accept, but 
they hand out plenty mitting for 
| quality of the visual side of the 
show. Another item that may dis- 
appoint midway customers is the 
|typical Italian attention to opera. 
| Insertion, eventually, of some pop 
stuff among the tunes would prob- 
| ably collect more attention. 





Curtain goes up on a concert 
jorchestra with a jittery flutist 
lin for comedy. Then an acro- 


balance item has femme doll rid- 
ing a rolling ball up and down a 
|teeterboard. Concert pianist and 
|chanter epen seriously then garner 
| guffaws when the piano strings 
|begin to snap and the 88 finally 
| collapses. A gypsy item opens the 
| way for clicko scenic effects, and 
}an acro pair, with hand and head 
| stands, gets attention. A Venetian 
|musical stint uses top effects in- 
|cluding a realistic moon, a passing 
|passenger steamer and city and 
| volcano in the background. Closer 
lis a “Fires of Hell” thriller with 
| impressive flames, some of them 
{dancing in the chorus, plus plenty 
devils, imps and skeletons with 
flashing eyes and come-apart 
| bodies. 

This is a unique show for a mid- 
way and should go far to bringing 
{impact and business to World of 
Mirth. Gorm. 








BILLY ALBERT & ARDREY 
| SISTERS (2) 

Songs, Dancing 

} Mins. 

| Hotel Muehlebach, K.C. 

| The threesome of Billy Aitbert & 
| Molly and Sally Ardrey turns out 
ito be one of the best turns in the 
Terrace Grill of the Hotel Muehle- 
bach in recent months. During the 
summer the room is on a policy of 
|a single act combined with the Joe 
|Reichman orch, and this act fills 
| the bill. 

| Format has Albert at the mike 
|to warble and plunk the guitar, 
flanked by the two sisters, both 
standout on looks and charm. They 
| offer a dozen numbers which com- 
| bine singing and dancing, doing 
| Some pops and some special mate- 
rial. Their list includes “Sunny 
Side Up,” “Over the Rainbow” and 
|““Too Much” on the pop side, along 


bers, Arthur shows his flair for| with a medley of tunes from “My 
color and movement in the ma-| Fair Lady” and special bits such 
neuvering of masses of perform-|as “Strawhat and a Cane” and 
ers. This is evident in the gala | “Ball at the Whitehouse.” Most of 
opening of ‘Canadiana ’57;” the|the dancing and choreography are 
| “Fall Fantasia,” a ballet number,| done by the two girls, with Albert 
and Martha Ann Bentley as solo-|singing at the mike, but the girls 
dancer for her technically-disci-| also join in on the singing in trio 
plined on-toes pirouettes and|style. Act has been around about 
cross-stage spins that were excit-| six months, but already has class. 
ing on sight-delivery, | It’s well paced, well done and 
Also visually outstanding on set | handsomely costumed. Quin, 

and costume color is “Caribbean " 

Mardi Gras,” this featuring Geof- | HADDA BROOKS 


frey Holder and his company, plus 
Velyn & LaVerne French for their 
“Ritual” dance number. It is a 
brilliantly costumed and lighted 
finale to the first act. Apart from 
| principals, choreography for all 
three was done by Alan and 
Blanche Lund. 

| Interpolated throughout, and all 
to sock audience reaction, are Paul 
| Koehler for his marimba work; Jo, 
| Jac & Joni for their comedy-Pan- 
tomime; The Alcettys for their 
plate-twirling on bending 30-foot 
bamboo poles; the high baton- 
tosses of Shari. McKim; the sing- 
jing of Wally Koster, D’Arco and 
Gee score next to Hope on audi- 
|ence-decibels for their fast cross- 
|patter and clowning of the clas- 
| sics, with both in top singing voice. 
| The finale, to “Poet and Peas- 
/ant,” is an exciting eyeful, with 
Midge Arthur doing the clever 
choreography for that precision 
line of 50 girls in spangled briefies 
jand tall head-dresses for their 
rhythmic struts and hi-kicks. It’s 


|a rousing finish leading to a com- 
pany roundup of some 400 per- 
formers for individual bows. 

_ McStay. 


| 45 Mins. 
| Romanoff’s, San Francisco 
| This is more a new old act for 
| Hadda Brooks has been singing in 
her deep, husky voice and accom- 
|panying herself on the piano a 
long time. But she’s tossed in 
some new gimmicks and revised 
her procedure pretty thoroughly 
for Royce Russell’s intimate Crown 
Room, and the Negro songstress 
rates a nice hand from the cus- 
tomers 

Mostly, she works through a 
repertoire of standards, Since she 
plays her own piano, she can 
stretch out the phrasing just as 
she likes and occasionally use her 
own judgment in leaving the bench 
to wander up front and belt her 
numbers right out to the audience. 

Unfortunately, she tends to be a 
bit\too kittenish in some of her 
standards and it isn’t until she 
does a songalog about “some of the 
men in my life” that she gets 
earthy enough to click solidly. One 
pitfall are some very old jokes, but 
on the whole she handles this well. 
She follows up with her own up- 
beat version of “Ol’ Man River” 
and “Tall Man,” both good. Stef. 





ELENA GIUSTI 
Songs 


z 
15 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 

Elena Giusti is a blonde, Italian 
warbler with good pipes, smart de- 
livery and — savvy. Headlining 
the current Roxy stage bill, she 
takes over a good portion of the 
show. Brought over by Roxy’s 
managing director Robert Rotha- 
fel, in a tie-up with Pan Am’s 
Showplane project, she has a _ back- 
ground of tv appearances in Lon- 
don, Rome and Paris. She could 
easily fit into a tv appearance in 
|the U.S. on one of the variety 
| shows. 

Despite fetching looks, stage 
savvy and fine delivery, though, a 
15-minute stint, as showcased in 
the Roxy show, appears somewhat 
too long. The numbers sung in 
Italian on the whole come off bet- 
ter than her English ones—she has 
an accent which makes the latter 
lyrics difficult to hear. But wheth- 
er singing in Italian or English, 
she evidences vitality, charm and 
individualized stylizing.. Her song- 
alog includes a flock of Continen- 
tal tunes as well as such standards 
as “The Last Time I Saw Paris,” 
“La Vie en Rose,” and “Lullaby of 
Birdland.” Latter number, inci- 
dentally, comes off the pee. 

oro. 











TERRY LINN 


gs 
14 Mins. 
Chaudiere, Ottawa 

Big-eyed, dark and slight, Terry 
Linn makes a nice visual stint as 
well as a clicko canary stanza. Her 
pipes are throaty and her style is 
unusual, Except for the commer- 
cialism of her presentation, prob- 
ably deliberate for niteries, she 
would be big for jazz rooms and 
smaller clubs or lounges. Weak- 
nesses are in staging, lacking ac- 
tion and color, and in gabbing. 
It’s so low scarcely a word reaches 
the tablesitters. 

Femme is good now for disks 
and radio, and with elimination of 
gab items and stronger production, 
she’s solid for niteries for niteries 
and tv. Gorm. 


GAYLE WALTON 
Organ-songs 

20 Mins. 

Westward Ho Jr., Omaha 

Gayle Walton is a pretty, perky 
blonde who is breaking in a clever 
nitery act after a five-month en- 
gagement at the Fremont Hotel in 
Las Vegas. Gal has strong talent 
on the organ and a fair voice to 
boot. 

Miss Walton’s forte is her ability 
to make productions out of such 
usually routine numbers as “Gran- 
ada” and “Caravan.” A heavy beat 


commands aud attention in be- 
tween danceable offerings. 
Trump. 





JO THOMPSON 
Songs, piano 
30 Mins. 


El Merocco, Montreal 

Jo Thompson, a tall, handsome 
colored girl playing her first Mon- 
treal cafe date, proves to be one of 
the most popular personalities ever 
to play El Morocco. Seated at a 
small piano, Miss Thompson belts 
out a rollicking 30-minutes of 
blues, ballads and standards like 
a vet, exhibiting at all times a solid 
sense of showmanship throughout 
that appeals to the near-capacity 
biz she is attracting each night. 

Primarily a lounge entertainer 
some of her sparkling personality 
is lost behind the piano.on an en- 
gagement such as this. With her 
appearance and pjping Miss 
Thompson should be a cinch front- 
ing a small combo without being 
hidden by an upright. Arrange- 
ments are clever and material va- 
ried; type of song changés with the 
mood of the crowd and run the 
gamut from demure to risque. 
Thrush is ready for a change in 
fofmat and with proper handling 
should make it with ease. 


Ray Middleton Heading 
Stephen Foster Concerts 


Charles Peterson is promoting a 
Stephen Foster concert unit which 
will go on the road this season. 
Topping the troupe will be Ray 
Middleton with Ruth Clayton, 
Guen Omeron, Norvell Campbell, 
Gene Hollmann and The Choraliers 
in support. 

Other acts will include The Holi- 
days, banjoist Joe Sodja, and Ernie 
Morris. James Peterson will be 








the conductor. 
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- Gregory Joins Rap Vs. Producers 


‘Showmen Have Taken Show Out of Show Biz,’ He 


Tells Chi Critic 


s 


Legit Fest Saturday (31) 
At Malden Bridge Barn 


The annual drama festival at the 
Malden Bridge (N. Y.) Playhouse 
‘will be held next Saturday (31) 
with a production of “Stage Door” 
in the afternoon and “Death of a 


Herman Kogan 
Salesman” at night. The festival 





? 


Chicago, Aug. 27. 

Paul Gregory has joined the 
critics’ bandwagon here in roundly 
denouncing the attitudes of his 
fellow producers, specifically as 
regards touring shows. 

In this year’s what-ails-Chi-legit 
free-for-all, the fashion has been 
to blame Broadway producers for 
sending out second-rate touring 
shows. Latest to join the chorus 
was Chicago Sun-Times drama edi- 
tor Herman Kogan, who sent out 
copies of his recent Sunday piece 
to Gotham producers, soliciting 
their comment. Most replied opti- 
mistically or took a “who me?” 
attitude. Paul Gregory was the only 
one to concur. 

Several producers have “taken 
the show out of show business,” 
Gregory declared. “I agree with 
you,” he wrote Kogan, “that aud- 
iences began to dwindle long be- 
fore television, long before the so- 
called surburban community began 
to flourish, because the showmen— 
the magic makers, if you please— 
began to become fewer and fewer 
and, as they became fewer and 
fewer, everything in direct con- 
tact with them, from talent right 
on down to audiences, diminished 
proportionately.” 

It’s Gregory’s opinion that many | 
producers have lost sight of the) 
importance to produce for the 
sake of the show. “I fee?,” he as-| 
serted, “that too many manage-| 
ments put on a show for the sake | 
of the risk and not the achieve- | 
ment. In other words, their think- | 
ing is for how little it can be done | 
rather than for how much can be} 
achieved.” } 

Gregory expressed disbelief that | 
legit theatre is dead in Chicago, | 
and said he would never be afraid | 
to bring a show to the Windy City. | 
“If I have a show and I can’t get | 
any place else I will put up a! 
tent on the beach along Michigan | 
Blvd., and if it’s a show they will 
flock to see it.” 


Not Civil Service For 
Philly Playhouse Actors, 
City Official Decides 
Philadelphia, Aug. 27. 

S. M. Handelsman, managing 
director of the Playhouse in the 
Park, will continue to have a free 
hand in the production of shows at 
the municipally-operated showtent. 
That has been decided in an official 
ruling just issued by City Solicitor 
David Berger. 

The formal opinion said in part, 
“The producer is an independent 
contractor and not a City employee, 
and the functions he performs, as 
required by his contracts, are in 
fact and in law, his individual re- 
sponsibility. He bears the same 
relation to the City as an inde- 
pendent architect or engineer who 
rendgrs professional service to the 
City: 

“While the operation of the 








Playhouse is a City activity, this | 


does not mean that the functions 
performed by the producer are 
subject to the housekeeping pro- 
visions of the Home Rule Charter. 
Handelsman has complete charge 
of play production matters re- 
lating to personnel and procur- 
ment. The actors are Hendelsman’s 
employees, not the City’s. 

The question had been raised by 
City Controller Foster Dunlap, who 
asked whether the production mat- 
ters should be handled directly by 
the City, since Handelsman did 
did not obtain his City contract 
in open, competitive bidding, as 
contractors normally do. Berger 
has been vacationing in Europe, 
and his decision was released by 
office of the City Representative, 
operating under Mayor Richardson 
Dilworth. 

The official announcement was 
headed, “Broadway stars need not 
take Civil Serve examinations in 
— to appear at Playhouse in the 
Park.” 


. 


Harkarvy Heads Ballet 
Winnipeg, Aug. 27. 
Benjamin Harkarvy has _ been 
named director, choreographer and 
ballet master of the Royal Winni- 
peg Ballet. 
The group opens Nov. 11 for a 





will get ainderway with a brunch, 
which will be highlighted by legit 
lectures and discussions. 

The strawhat sells a blanket 
ticket for the day covering the 


Another Booking 


Honolulu, Aug. 27. 
Kim Bray, featured dancer 





in the Community Theatre lays and meals. 
production of “The Boy own “ 
Friend,” is sitting out the 


show's final weeks. He’s in a 
Navy brig at Pearl Harbor. 

An enlisted man, the former 

o dancer was “retired” from 

is nightly Ruger Theatre 
duties by Navy disciplinary 
action. As a result, three other 
cast members have had to 
switch roles to fill the breach. 


View, a Chi Hit, 
May Be Toured 


Chicago, Aug. 27. 

A play that Broadway never sent 
on tour, “View from the Bridge,” 
| has turned out to be one of Chi- 
|} cago’s most successful legit ven- 
| tures of the year. The Arthur 
| Miller drama, expanded to a single 
| full-length play after its Broad- 
| way tenure as a long one-acter, 


Se a ee re ee 
ton rimping | thus has far played 10 weeks here 
in two separate companies at four 


T . . different locations. It has plaved 
ouring S$ | silos, and in every case it has made 
|a profit. } 

Broadway producers already have} “View” is still a live title as far | 
extra worries for the fall legit sea-' as Chicago is concerned. At dead- 
son. The newspaper strike in Bos-| line, one of the silos here was mak- 
ton presents serious problems for) ing up its mind about projecting 
touring shows, and the threatened | its season past Labor Day with the | 
ee union ee S| show, and a group of investors is | 

e Shu rt theatres in y may understood contemplating a tour- 
erg = — a three musical | ing version, with a Chicago cast, 

ouses in that city. | to play midwest cities. 

The press tieup in the Hub has) The company under considera- | 
centr ottaee — cme a tion played the drama a few weeks | 
nitery patronage, and would pre-| ago at the Highland Park Tent- 
sumably hit legit attendance at! house Theatre, under Michael Far- 
least equally as hard. To meet) relj’s direction, with Chi tv per- 
the situation, managements with | sonality Studs Terkel in the lead. 
shows booked there are trying to [t was not only a solid critical suc- 
une ay ems pe ng Ra. oye | cess, but was the strawhatter’s top 

on. news str. aS draw of the season. 
settled over the weekend. — | Show was’ first presented here | 
dbs 2 at sore ts | te eireny © oe ta ern 

-| Studebaker Co. wi uther =| 
parently been less effective than jer as lead. It was the stock com- | 
the normal combination of press) pany’s only smash of the season, | 














,and tv-radio. The theory is that a| hut because of subscriptions and 





in the Loop and at the outlying * 


Edinburgh Now McCoy Legit Town 


As Festival Actors Turn on Crix 





Recasting Sex 

The sex of the principal 
character in Harry Kurnitz's 
“Reclining Figure” is being 
changed for a production of 
the comedy at the Cirque The- 
atre, Seattle. When the play 
was originally presented on 
Broadway in 1954, the lead 
role of millionaire art collec- 
tor Lucas Edgerton was played 
by Percy Waram. 

For the Cirque production, 
the character is being changed 
to a femme so it can be played 
by Jane Darwell, who's been 
sarring in “Arsenic and Old 
Lace” and “Suds in Your Eye” 
at the theatre. Along with the 
the sex change and necessary 
rewriting, the character has 
been renamed Lucy Edgerton. 


+ By GORDON IRVING 


Edinburgh, Aug. 27. 

This historic old Scot town, 
which has been getting an increas- 
ing diet of show business in re- 
cent years with its annual Interna- 
tional Festival, has finally become 
a real legit theatre center. It's the 
scene of a dust-storm of agitation 
against the critics. The uproar has 
followed the general pans of “The 
Hidden King,” which preemed here 
last week. 

The actors got their chance for 
raps at the reviewers at the morning 
press confab in the Festival press 
bureau, and attacked the lead- 
ing dailies for their “uninformed 
criticism.” Robert Ponsonby, Fes- 
tival artistic director, declared that 
unless crix are prepared to exam- 
j}ine such experimental plays more 
closely, there is a grave risk that 
| the Festival may have to present 











Set Ceiling On 
West End Terms 
For US. Tuners 


An agreement to limit the terms 
for London productions of Broad- 


| way musicals has been reached by 


Prince Littler, leading West End 


theatre operator, and Jerome 
Whyte, representing Williamson 
Music, Rodgers & Hammerstein's 


British producing firm. The deal 
is figured as giving a bargaining 
advantage to other London man- 
agements in dickering for the 
rights to U. S. shows. 

Largely as a result of the Lit- 
tler-Williamson agreement, no deal 
has been set for a West End pro- 
duction of “Bells Are Ringing.” 
The Theatre Guild, which present- 
ed the Betty Comden - Adolph 
Green-Jule Styne musieal on 
Broadway, has been holding out for 
the same terms it and other man- 
agements have previously gotten 
for U. S. shows, but Littler-Wil- 
liamson have refused to budge 
from their new terms. 

Two other West End manage- 
ments, Jack Hylton and S. A. Gor- 
linsky, have been dickering for the 
British rights to “Bells,” presuma- 
bly offering more or less the old 
terms. However, the Guild appar- 
ently still leans to Littler-William- 





26-week season. 


a 








announcement of the show title 
and name of the theatre, has an (Continued on page 60) 
impact that cannot be duplicated al 
‘ ae. there's inevitably dif- L ville Outdoor Season 
iculty arranging satisfactory tv 
and radio promotion, since other | _ Just About Broke Even, | 
available time to compensate for Thanks to Liberace B.0. 
the lack of newspaper coverage. 
Thus, New York producers have to Louisville, Aug. 27. 
hitheatre season is 
continue, so they must line up as| mer Amp 
much tv and radio time as possi-|™@de, Probably next week, the) 
ble in advance. 
ion strike against the Shuberts in 
Philly, musicals booked for the 
Shubert and Forrest Theatres will 
vided suitable spots are available. 
The fact that the Erlanger, Philly, 
operated by-William Goldman, has 
ers and will thus be able to play 
tuners is bound to relieve the situ- 
ation to some extent. But if, as 
Shubert-Local 77 stalemate lasts 
some time, matters are likely to 
become tough for musical tourers. 
TO GIVE UP ‘COUNTESS’ 
Alexander H. Cohen, -~who has 
been trying for three years to put 
of the novel, “The Countess to! 
Boot,” has dinally liquidated the| 
project at a profit to himself and/ 
rights to the yarn this week to a| 
new producing firm composed of| 
Gabriel Katzka, Anthony B. Far-| 
The price was $77,000. which) 
Cohen and Iams will split along! 
the lines of the c¢ 
ducer-author setup of 40% and! 
60% respectively. Cohen finally de-| 
cided to give up on a stage musi-| 
ing repeatedly to line up a suitable! 
combination of adaptor, composer. | 
director and star. | 
books and mag stories, is one of! 
the editors of Newsweek and a’ 
former staffer of the N.Y. Daily 


printed ad copy, even small-space | another show in progress, “View” | 
by transitory air blurbs. 
local enterprises rush to buy up|, 
assume that the press tieups will When final audit of the six-week | 
In the cage of a musicians’ un- 
have to be routed elsewhere—pro- 
signed an agreement with the toot- 
happened two seasons ago, the 
ALEX COHEN GETS 776 
together a legit musical version 
author Jack Iams. He sold the film 
rell and Elise Gaige. 
ustomary pro-| 
cal edition of the book after fail- 
Iams, who authored numerous! 
News. 





Jo Mielziner will design the. 
scenery and lighting and Motley | 
the costumes for “Look Homeward 
Angel.” 


figures will show that the outdoor | son, possibly because of its past as- 
series broke about even. Last sea-| sociation in the London presenta- 
son lost $35,000, which the guar-| tions of “Oklahoma” and “Carou- 


commercial boxoffice plays. That 
would be bad, he implied. 
| Stephen Mitchell, who is present- 
| ing the ornate costume drama, said 
that production costs were not as 
high as had been claimed in some 
papers. If the crix do not sdpport 
it, however, the show will cost a 
| great Ceal more, he conceded. 
“There is a responsibility on 
Edinburgh and the Festival in what 
critics write and the way they 
write it,” the London producer as- 
serted. “I have read the notices 
| with care. Some have been written 
| with care and others with no care 
jat all. I think that some of the 
critics, as soon as they realized 
they were getting a long, strange 
work, decided early in the proceed- 
|ings to throw up their hands and 
| attack it.” 
Mitchell told a gathering of press 
| representatives that the critics have 
|a serious obligation. If the Festival 
jis not encouraged to do that sort 
}of play, he argued, it may have to 
| fall back on the second-rate or com- 
| mercial kind of play, which should 
not be seen at the Festival. 
| Ponsonby said that Festival of- 
(Continued on page 60) 


Not Reprimanded, Says 
Actor Fernando Lamas 


Of That Equity Confab 


New York. 


| Editor, Variety: 

| In a story in last week's issue, 

}under the heading “Not So Happy 
Hunting,” my name is mentioned, 

and there were some inaccurate 

statements I should like to correct. 
Throughout my entire appear- 


antors had to make good. 

This summer preliminary figures 
indicate the six shows about 
covered their costs, roughly $180,- 
000. Boxoffice sales totaled $172,- 
460. An additional $6,000 came 
from concessions on the grounds, 
according to manager Maurice 
Settle. 

The six 1957 shows grossed as 
follows: Variety show, headlined 
by Nelson Eddy, $21,000; “Tea- 
house of August Moon,” $23,000; 
“Student Prince” $31,000; “Briga- 
doon,” $17,000; “Damn Yankees” 
$35,000 and Liberace show, $44,900. 
The final offering was the click 
that saved the season. 

Another factor in the successful 
six-weeks of outdoor stage pres- 
entations was the weather. No per- 
formances were rained out, a 
rarity for outdoor seasons. 


Honolulu Theatre Lost 
$5,400 on $76,500 Gross 


Honolulu, Aug. 27. 

Henolulu. Community Theatre 
upped attendance during its 1956- 
57 season, but still ended about 
$5,400 in the red. Ticket sales for 
five productions totaled $73,075, 
plus $3,400 miscellaneous revenue. 
Expenditures were $49,132 for pro- 
ductions and $32,782 for salaries 
and overhead. 

Director Jerome Mayer will open 
the ‘'57-'58 season with “Auntie 
Mame,” casting soon. Other possi- 
bilities include “Visit to a Small 
Planet,” “Separate Tables,” “Diary 
of Anne Frank,” “Wonderful 
Town,” “Waltz of the Toreadors,” 
and if rights can be cleared, “My 
Fair Lady.” 

Producers of Broadway hits nor- 
mally release the performance 
rights for Honolulu before making 
them available on mainland. 





ance in “Happy Hunting,” I have 




















| sel,” as well as Littler’s advan-|never by word or action of any 
most desirable West End musical |of any part of the performance I 
houses, the Drury Lane, Coliseum was rendering or of any perform- 
and Her Majesty's. }ers in the show, On the contrary, 
(Continued on page 60) | best of my ability, and have en- 
| joyed every bit of my performance. 
. I have never been reprimanded 
SHUBERT-AFM IN |the show, and as a matter of fact 
NEW PHILLY P A |I have never been criticized or re- 
| primanded by any union or anyone 
| The deadlock between the Shu- | in the entertainment industry for 
berts and Local 77, AFM, over |the past 20 years, including my 
negotiations for a new contract has | Performances in 30 foreign motion 
similar to the one recently nego |4nd innumerable appearances in 
tiated with William Goldman, | the legitimate theatre. The fact is 
owner of the Erlanger Theatre| that I alone had a meeting with 
The agreement covers the Shu-| have a friendly discussion of my 
bert, Forrest and Walnut Street (Continued on page 60) 
Theatres. It provides for a 3% | "eg SQ eanaag 
and a 5% hike the second yecr. ‘Only 3 Legit Theatres 
The number of musicians required 
for tuners remains at 20, while the 
~ * Boston, Aug. 27. 
bye has gee a > a In addition to the newspaper 
jo e past variation of five | strike woes, the Hu 
7 | to have only three legit houses go- 
Salaries under the old contract ling this season, the Colonial. Shu- 
pte! «4 playing in musicals On | has been taken over as film house, 
| @ reguiar basis. }now named the Gary. The Wilbur, 
| | given up by the Shuberts, is to be 
~ éClae 3 'merly local Shubert manager for 
In Coast ‘Stick Tryout 13 years, now with Mike Todd. 
Pasadena, Aug. 27. | Indications this week are that the 
lafter about 20 years, as star of |of the running. It's reported that 
|“Man on the Stick,” new comedy|the Shuberts are negotiating its 
| by Harlan and Leon Ware, opening | sale to a warehouse firm. Elimina- 
with Barney Szold as director. | problems for the Metropolitan Op- 
Premiere marks the resumption | era and the ballet companies that 
|of production at the Playhouse | normally play local engagements 


| tageous position as operator of the | kind indicated a distaste or dislike 
Hylton also has three musical |I have performed constantly to the 
| by Equity for my performance in 
Philadelphia, Aug. 27. | im connection with my performance 
ended. A fresh two-year pact, | Pictures, 12 Hollywood productions 
here, has been signed. |Ben Irving of Equity, and we did 
wage boost during the first year | 
In Boston This Season 
size of an orchestra for straight 
eoven. | b appears likely 
were $85 for straight shows and pert and Wilbur. The Plymouth 
‘Stuart Erwin Will Star |managed by Mike Kavanagh, for- 
Stuart Erwin will return to legit, | 3,000-seat Opera House will be out 
| Oct. 3 at the Pasadena Playhouse, | tion of the Opera House would pose 
‘after the summer recess. | there. 
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Stock Reviews 


The Jamison Affair 


New Hope, Pa., Aug. 27. 
Michael Ellis production of three-act 
drama by Joel man, Staged by Ralph 
Bell; setting, W. Broderick Hackett; light- 
ing. David Hale Hand, At Bucks County 
Playhouse, New Hope, Pa., Aug. 24, ‘57. 
Cast: Frances Farmer, Joseph Warren, 
Edward Cullen, Audrey Ridgwell, Fairf x 
Burgher, Harry Mehaffey, Philip Robin- 
son, Stanley Tackney, Lloyd ightman, 
Crant Cote, Madre Wollersheim, Martin 
Cohen, John Crewley. 





The McCarthy éra of baiting of 
career Government officers is faith- 
fully recreated in Joel Wyman's 
new 


ed his drama about a foreign serv- 
ice officer who is called on the 
carpet for reports he wrote years 
earlier concerning the China battle 
for power between the Communists 
and Chiang Kai-Shek. 

Considering the heaviness of the 
subject, strawhat audience interest 
is held well. But Broadway audi- 
ences probably would grow restless 
during the overlong, first act. 
There is no attempt to relieve the 
incessant pound’ng forth of the 
| “message,” the seeming in- 


ustice done to the honest, hard-| 


working State Dept. hirelings slav- 
ing in those difficult days during 
and after World War II. 

Fact is sprinkled with fiction as 
names such are Gen, Stilwell are 
mentioned along with characters 
smacking of Gen. Marshall, Owen 
Lattimore, and John Stewart Serv- 
ice. Joseph Warren is effective in 
the role of the courageous but 
doomed career officer who refuses 
to compromise. Frances Farmer 
has little to do, but does it well, as 
his devoted wife. 

Edward Cullen is good as a Mar- 
shall-type, Philip Robinson scores 
as a disgraced foreign service of- 
ficer and Stanley Tackney is pro- 
member 


perly wishy-washy as a 4 
of the striped-pants set. The add'- 
tion of a character of a less-serious 
nature and a general tightening up 
could make this vehicle more 


palatable. But it is doubtful that 
the average playgoer could stomach 
a play so devastatingly serious 
from start to finish. Bitt. 


Anyone for Love 
Spring Lake, N.J., Aug. 22. 


Ivy Tower Playhouse presentation of 
three-act (10 scenes) comedy with music. 
Book and lyrics, Burton Crane; music, Jane 
Douglass White; additional dialog, Jack 
Raymond. Steged by Jack Manning, musi- 
cal director, Mrs, White; settings, David 
Johnston. Stars Irene Manning; features 
Charles Manna. At Ivy Tower Playhouse, 
Spring Lake, N. J., Aug. 19; $3.65 top. 





ee Ree Ed Leonard 
SGGUER ... 0c cavapensaus Jane Leavy 
Perky ove .. Michael! Perkins 
Dan Corliss ... .. Michael Sivy 
Babs Pat Young 
Vette ... Nina Hansen 
Lidi sakes ...Trene Manning 
SUOOR . caccnecesacteegens Charles Manna 


eee seeeeecewe Virginia Brian 

° Ed Stroll 
enetesanes Virginia Withington 
..Mary Louise Albright 
Maurine yuenn Devine 
Songs: “Dear Old Country,” “Restful,” 
“Look in My Eyes,” “Plenty of Love,” 
“Such Men Are Dangerous,” “Never Un- 
derestimate the Power of a Woman,” “A 


Girl Must Make the Most of What She's 
Got.” “Youth Is Wasted on the Young,” 
“Wrong, Dear, Wrong,” “Glance Behind 
You.” “Dirty Work to ne,” “Casa- 
nova,” “The Rich, Full Life,” “Anyone 


for Love 





Catchy music and clever lyrics 
are the strong points of “Anyone 
for Love,” a lightweight comedy 
with musie playing a two-week try- 
out at this shore resort’s Ivy Tower 
Playhouse. As strawhat fare this 
three-act piece is pleasant and di- 
verting, but it's difficult to see how 
it could be improved enough to be 
worthy of Broadway. 

Book by Burton Crane, financial 
writer for the N.Y. Times and one- 
time foreign correspondent for 
Variety, is the familiar triangle 
tale of a much-wed Hungarian 
actress who still has a yen for an 


play, “The Jamison Affair.” | 
The author has carefully documen- | 


; accent seems shaky, she contribs a 
| sparkling portrayal. Especially re- 
warding are, her various vocal 
stints. She appealingly sings “Cas- 
anova,” a novelty number, and par- 
| ticipates in most of the other tunes. 
Charles Manna is suave and 
assured as the playwright, while 
Pat Young is the sweet, young 
thing almost falling for Manna. Ec 
Stroll, as the ingenue’s boy friend. 
capably accents the comedy values 
of the part. Good support is pro 
vided by Virginia Brian, an elderly 
member of the company; Michael 
Sivy, as the producer, and Nina 
| Hansen, as a character actress. 
| Songs, as mentioned, are the 
mainstays of the piece. Particular- 
{ly effective are “A Girl Must Make 
the Most of What's She’s Got,” sex- 
ily sung by Miss Young, and “Never 
Underestimate the Power of a 
Woman (If Everything Should Fail 
|We Give Them Sex).” Latter is 
nicely punched across by the Misses 
|Manning, Young and Brian. A 
middle-aged lament aptly tagged 


is adeptly crooned by Manna. 
Mrs. White not only contributed 


a fine score, but she also plays it) 


with verve as the lone piano 
aecompaniment. David Johnston's 
two sets are adequate in light of 
the theatre’s small stage. 

| Comedy in “Anyone for Love” 
probably could be made more topi- 
jcal and sophisticate via dialog 
changes. Likewise, the production 
| values of the piece can be enhanced 
| with addition of a chorus and ballet. 
| Also, two sets would help hold 
costs in event of a move to Broad- 
|way. But even with all these re- 
| visions, this intimate musical 
| would be a dubious prospect at 
| $8.80 top. Gilb. 


j ieiadtgebinitelaasan 
A Pound in Your Pocket 
East Hampton, N. Y., Aug. 23. 


Philip Barry vr. (in association with 
| Ron Rawson) production of musical in 
{two acts. Features George Grizzard, 
| Paula Laurence, Pert Kelton, Norman 
| Barrs, Joan Hovis. Book, S. IL. Abelow 
and Robert Cenedella; music, Charles 
| Strouse; lyrics, Lee Adams; stager, Philip 
| Burton; settings, William J. Ryan; light 
j ing. George Vogel; costumes, James Price; 
iwo-piano accompaniment, Charles Strouse 
and Robert Colston. At John Drew Thea 
| ire, East Hampton, N. Y., Aug. 19, '57. 
Small Servant......... . Joan Hovis 
|... Deere ee Paula Laurence 
Sempeson Brass... ° Norman Barrs 
| Dick Swiveller . . George Grizzard 
| Sophie Wackles Pert Kelton 






| Mrs. Wrasp..... ... Janett Hinton 
|} Mrs. Tubb...... Anne Washburn 
Bir. WEOGP ... ccscccccs Jerome Collamore 
Bt. TD. + csectepeoves Thomas A. Kelly 


Rev. Garland........ illis Claire 
Sgt. Padgett -.Tom Emlyn Williams 

Songs: “A Few Small Tasks,” ‘The 
Ethics Waltz,” “A Pound in Your Pocket,” 
“A Simple Girl,” “Someone Who Cares,” 
“The Best Ain't G Enough for Such a 
| Gentleman as You,” “Sleeping Dreams, 
| Walking Dreams," “Lovely Party,” 
“Duet,” “When I Plot a Plan,” “It’s a 
| Topsy-Turvy World.” 





Adjectives like “cute” and 
“charming” were getting a workout 
in the lobby of the John Drew 
Theatre last week, and with some 
justification, Philip Barry Jr. has 
/mounted this Dickensian diversion 
‘as an intimate musical, and (read- 
jing “intimate” as “low budget’ 
it is reasonably successful in that 
|eategory. Its qualifications as a 
| Broadway entry can be questioned. 

Charles Strouse’s score is gen- 
|erally pleasant and contains two 
ballads of some promise—‘Some- 
one Who Cares” and “Sleeping 
Dreams, Waking Dreams.” Lee 
'Adams’ lyrics are clever (occa- 
sionally too conciously clever) and 
are perhaps at their best in “The 
| Best Ain't Good Enough for Such 
A Gentleman As You.” “The 
| Ethics Waltz” and “When I Plot 
A Plan” seem to fall short. 
| Phe book follows the familiar 
‘formula of vice vanquished by vir- 
‘tue, and the characters are cast in 


“Youth Is Wasted On The Young” 


ex“husband and fears an ingenue| bold blacks or whites so there's 
may capture him, It’s a convenient | little suspense in watching this oft- 
peg for a dozen-odd musical num- told tale unfold. However, some 
bers neat period dialog and some de- 
Script, ineidentally, was original- | lightful charaeterizations sustain 
ly a romantic comedy titled “So Up | audience interest. 
the Stairs,” intended for Iona The plot revolves about a young, 
Massey. Subsequent changes found carefree clerk employed by an un- 
Crane adding seme lyrics to music scrupulous brother-sister law part- 
by Jane Douglass White, who did | nership. The sinister siblings 
the music for “Fashions in fleece their clients at every turn 
Rhythm,” a last summer revue at and conspire to do the young 
the now defunct Versailles, N.Y. | scrivener out of the inheritance 
Physical background for the! left him by a wealthy aunt. 
principals’ amours is the stage Of 4; Joan Hovis is a talent with a 
summer theatre where the pro- | futyre—a neat figure, a personal- 
ducer is attempting to prod his| ity that gets across the footlights 
playwright into coming up with a) anq a strong well-tuned set of vo- 
sock third act. He needs “love and | 6) cords, Though she still lacks 
atfection” as an inspiration and the the polish of experience, she car- 
company decides its ingenue can ries the demanding small servant 
cope with the situation. Rivalry role with the sureness of a vet- 
between the ingenue and the Mag- eran trouper - = 


yar actress who's been thrice-wed ace 
to the writer provides most of the|,, George Grizzard sows hope for 
audience interest for the first two the young generation of actors by 
acts. The obvious outcome weakens “emonstrating delightful, highly 
the final frame. stylized comedy that dominates the 
Under Jack Manning’s breezy Stage without smothering the other 
staging, the cast turns in soms Players. No vocalist in the strict 
credible performances, led by | Sense of the word, he does manage 
Irene Manning as the oft-wed ac-|t® get several numbers across, both 


tress. Although her Hungarian’ (Continued on page 60) 





Show on Broadway 


Simply Heavenly 
Playhouse Co. (by arrangement with 
Stella Holt) presentation of twe-act (17 
scenes) comedy with music. Adapted 
by Langston Hughes, from his own novel, 
“Simple Takes a Wife,” with Jyrics by 
Hughes, music and orchestration by 
David Martin. Staged by Joshua Shelley; 
setting and lighting, Raymond Sovey. 
At Playhouse, N.Y., Aug. 20, ‘57; $4.60 top 
weeknights, $5.75 Friday-Saturday nights 

and opening. 
Simple Sos 
Madam Butler .. 
Boyd 





oon Melvin Stewart 
. Wilhelmina Gray 
. Stanley Greene 








Mrs. CaG@y .cceccsccssees Dagmar Craig 
Joyce LORE coccccccescces Marilyn Berry 
OOS - vc cscteccscraevd Duke Williams 
Bar Pianist .. . Willie Pritchett 
Mamie +6 =< Claudia McNeil 
Bodiddly . . Charlie A. McRae 
Character . Allegro Kane 


Melon eee ooee John Bouie 
Gitfiddle ....eeeeeeeeee Brownie McGhee 
BEOMD sci vedvecscetsees Anna English 
Da ~. di cw euadeee weed Josephine Woods 
John Jasper ... Charles Harrigan 
Big Boy, Cop ..» Maxwell Glanville 
Nurse, Party Guest Dagmar Craig 

Songs: “Love Is Simply Heavenly,” “Let 
Me Take You for a Ride,” “Broken 
String Blues,” “Did You Ever Hear the 
Blues?”, “I’m Gonna Be John Henry,” 
“When I’m in_a Quiet Mood,” “Look for 
the Morning Star,” “Let’s Ball Awhile,” 
“The Men in My Life,” “I’m a Goold Old 
Girl.” 





As a sort of preliminary skirmish 
of the new legit season, the Play- 
house management has brought in 
an off-Broadway show, “Simply 


tember and October. 

This is not, strictly speaking, an 
opening. “Simply Heavenly” 
first presented by Stella Holt last 


May 23 at the 85th Street Play- | Inspector Chapuis 


house in uptown Manhattan. It 
drew favorabie reviews and profit- 
able attendance, but after it had 
played 44 performances the author- 
ities closed the theatre because of 
fire and building law violations. | 
Since no other off-Broadway house 
was available, the show closed, but 
has now transferred and reopened 
with a few cast changes and a/! 
different physical setting. } 
Although “Simply Heavenly” is 
by Negroes and about Negroes, it's 
really about people. They're very 
human people, foolish and funny 
and likeable, and although the| 
idiom of the dialog and songs is 
Negro, the references Negro and 
laughter mainly at Negroes, it’s 
really much more basic than that. 
The show is, in fact, surprisingly 
general, if not universal in applica- 
tion and appeal. 
As Variety's original off-Broad- | 
way review by Geor. (George Alan | 
Smith) accurately noted, “It's | 
Simple’s story all the way, Simpie 
feeling discriminated against be- | 
cause no flying saucers have been 
seen over Harlem, Simple hospi- | 
talized with a scraped backside | 
achieved while philandering, | 
Simple worrying whether his next 
wife’s husband will keep up divoree | 
payments, Simple weakly resisting 
the blandishments of a well-stacked 
hussy. 
“Unquestionably the best moment, | 
and one of the sharpest sequences | 
of the season, is Simple dreaming | 
of leading a regiment of white | 
Mississippians into battle action, 
‘leading’ from a remote hillside | 
behind the lines.” Although this | 
latter scene is only slightly re-| 
lated to the story, it’s a hilarious | 
and devastating (in a curious way) 
comment on racial bias, and it gets | 
a lively audience response. 
Joshua Shelley, who staged the 
original off-Broadway production, 
has redirected this edition effect- 
ively, with a new and properly 


colorful three-segment _ setting 
by Raymond Sovey. The engaging 
cast includes Melvin Stewart 


as the infectiously perennial chump 
hero, Marilyn Berry (a replace- 
ment as the sweetheart who 
invariably comes back for more, 
Claudia McNeil as an amusingly 
taciturn saloon patron who can belt 
over a blues song, Anna English 
treplacement) as the hussy who 
gets Simple into jams, and John 
Bouie, Brownie McGhee, Willie 
Pritchett and Charles A. McRae 
in principal supporting roles. 
Largely because its elements 
aren't artfully integrated and it 
doesn’t concentrate on any out- 
standing single quality, “Simply 
Heavenly” lacks the sort of sock 
impact that might spell smash box- 
office. But as a diverting and_be- 
guiling show it should get by suffi- 


| 
was | Bodyguards . 


| by Richard Negri. 


|fairly satisfying, and looks set for 


Favorable Publicity, That Is 


} Boston, Aug. 27. 
Lee Falk closed down his Boston Summer Theatre in New 
| England Mutual Halli last Saturday (24) with “Potting Shed,” at- 
j tributing the early finale directly to the Boston newspaper strike. 
A program note with the final show read, “Newspaper publicity 
and good reviews are vital to a theatre. The critics have been 
kind to us, but, at this writing, the newspaper strike is forcing us 
to a premature closing.” 

Falk, who had planned to run through the first two weeks of 
September; changed his format this season, his 12th here, present- 
ing off-Broadway type productions which included “Volpone,” 

“Thieves’ Carnival,” “Venus Observed,” “Back to Methuselah,” 
“Madwoman of Chaillot” and “Potting Shed.” His was the only 
strawhat operating in the Hub this summer. 


Shows Abroad 


despite a glossy sophistication the 
touch of the amateur seeps 








Nekrassov 
Edinburgh, Aug. 19. 

English Stage Co. Ltd. (by arrangement | through. ; i 
wits) presentation’ of three-act teignt| ._U->; comedienne Maggie Smith, 
scenes) comedy by Jean-Paul Sartre,/ an unknown here, appears likely to 
translated y Syivia and George Lesson. | get a as with _ homely — 
staged by George Devine; & ~~ ec-| acter studies and vivid personality. 

. h ; a x - : 
| HOt: manic, Thoms Basteood, Ari texe.| Kenneth Williams, with the face of 
Theatre, Edinburgh, Aug. 19, ‘Bt $2 top. |a clown, excels in a form of eccen- 
argo unning m j 

eeereee Neorne Merzitt| tricity that is the essence of 
; Robert Helpmann —— ee =~ errno he 
p y Mac an m , bu e@ manages to make 
Policemen: Nicholas Brady, James Villiers 
Folicemen: Nicholas Brady, James Villiers| Hoint out of the merest trivialities. 




















lial yg tinge ‘ Secretary . .... Anna Steele} The other two girls and four men 
| talk cumady with eamete, boned on | Serie “"sGey8e Benson | have youthful vitality and pleasing 
— a ee ‘Ronald Barker | Voices serving as reliable props to 
the Langston Hughes _ novel, 8 . ona a : : 
“Simple Takes a Wife,” and of | Maver of Trevaie sor an Perc y_Cartwri pat the slender framwork. 
should serve as a_ satisfactory | Photographers .:::.::'Anthony Creighton Music alternating between the 
warmup until the major produc- | ssouton Robert Aldous | sentimental and discordant on 
tions begin to arrive in late Sep-| Veronique |. 17. Jane Downs Piano, dulcitone, clarinet, double 


| Board of Members: George Merritt, Percy| bass and drums is skilfully played 
Cartwright, Bernard Kay, Kerry) by Anthony Bowles, Al Newman, 
‘grecaiys Nicholas Brady | JOhn Gunn and Tony Carr. 


James Villiers Clem, 





| Inspector Baudoin.......... Milo Raecwer a 
, ° ohn ood 
Mme. Bouncumi wé Monger Cabtonts The Hidden King 
| MRE ccccces Saves artin er 
DE. 0600 0¢0e0ssee an .. Ann Davies Edinburgh, Aug. 20. 
| Pérdriere ...........+4 Anthony Creighton! , Edinburgh Festival Society Gn assocla- 
| pag es aap. Margo Cunningham | tion with Stephen Mitchell presentation of 


i | drama in three acts and prolog by Jona- 
icholas Brady | than Griffin. Setting and costumes, Leslie 
Hurry; technical adviser, Michael Northen; 

r music arrangements, Nigel Fortune. At As- 
This Jean-Paul Sartre farce al- sembly Hall, Edinburgh, Aug. 20, ’57; $2 
legedly irritated certain Paris cri-| Werkmen ...... ibe: eben a Oi, 
tics because it tilts at their journ- | peaegeneadess or. ~— | 


als, certain city editors in partic-| pom Mascarenhas..../ 2... , 


Male Nurses.......... 





ce 
.. Robert Bernal 





ular. It apparently loses some- a oe om Reheat oo 
j j i j 10) oO * oO al 
thing in English translation, but Elderly Courtier ........Frank Fiersien 


remains lively, boisterous comedy 
poking fun at newspapers, politic- 


ians and Russians. 

Main fault is that it is overlong. | 
At the show caught Robert Help- 
mann, in the main role of a French 
swindler posing as a refugee from 
behind the Iron Curtain, suffered 
from a rehearsal knee injury, but 


Dom de Tavora ..........David Fleming 
Young Courtiers....Derek Nimmo, Morris 
erry 

Dom de Sousa ... ..-., John Bennett 
Doni de Moura....Michael MacLiammoir 
Spanish Soldiers... David Kelly, Ronald 
Harwood, William Lyon Brown 

The Duek of Alba Iain Cuthbertson 
Portuguese Refugees.... Hugh Cross, 
Bernard Horsfall 

Venetian Courtesan ..... ‘Clare Austin 
Venetian Waterman ...... Edward Palmer 








seored with expressive face and | Pullder iio: PETES, oe MN, 
gesture. It is a comical portrait, | Stranger ...... rt n 
with Sartre giving the accepted Sebastian Shaw 





picture of a typical Soviet refugee. | Townsmen ........ Fr: 


Harry H. Corbett is suitably ira- | William Lyon Brown 
scible as an editorial Napoleon | $udents .. Morris Perry. David Flemin 
keeping his readers geared to in- bt i ie ne rw 
ternational tension and playing up | Doge of Venice ...,...... n Cuthbertson 
the dangers of Communism. | ‘e"*t#" Senators ...... nee Fenn, 
George Benson scores as a bogusly Portuguese Refugee ........ Mesrie Ferry 
“honest” scribe, Roddy Macmillan ba vt ota s nace oes OResit anes y 
draws well a study of a plodding, | ste Refusees..... Derek Nimmo, 
philosophical police inspector, and | Portuguese Friar ..........Richard Dare 
Felix Felton makes an impressive, | Sed ake sé Siecdee te ee 
weighty charman of the newspa-| Palfrenier ............+.-.-- John Dunbar 


Cardinalof Pisa ....... Ernest Thesiger 
Sec. to the French Ambassador. . William 


y 
Spanish Ambassador to Tuscany. . Bernard 


per’s board of directors. 
Others who do good work itn 
smaller bits include Martin Miller 





as a real Russian and George Mer-!| pon de Mandajana sie on 
ritt and Margo Cunningham as two | Archdeacon of .-. John Bryans 
tramps by the Seine. de Moura’s Secretary - ) gy is 

George —— Coated mae Clerk Lge teps <0" 5 Gordon Gilmour 
a lively pace, and the whole piece | Workmen ........ obert Bernal, Frank 
benefits from a well-lit stage set Thornton, ven tg ~~ 


Sicilian Water-vendor........ Da 


and imaginative, futuristic decor | Herald 
As an Interna- 


tional Festival entry here, it is 





Costume drama in verse fills the 
open stage of Edinburgh’s ancient 
Assembly Hall with characters ga- 


at least a limited future on tuneup 


tour and in London. Gord. 





lore. All are richly dressed, the 
pageantry is lavishly mounted and 
the verse-speaking is dignified and 

Michael Codron (in association with Ed-| impressive. But it’s all tedious. 
ard Kassner) presentation of revue in| The Festival Society has made a 


Share My Lettuce 
London, Aug. 23. 





two parts (32 numbers), written by Bam- | 
ber Gasgoigne, music by Keith Statham, 
Patrick Gowers; staged by Eleanor Fazan. 
Features Barbara Evans, Maggie Smith, 
John Prescott, Kenneth Williams, Philip 
Gilbert, Kenneth Mason, Heather Linson-} 
Kenneth Mason. At Lyric Theatre, Ham- | 
mersmith, London, Aug. 21, °57; $2.15 top. 





In contrast to heavily cast musi- 
cals, intimate revue now resorts 
to smalier and smaller conipanies. 
In this so-called “diversion with 
music,” there are eight performer’s, 
three more than in the locally suc- 
cessful “Cranks,” which it closely 
resembles. 

There is the same method of 
artistic silhouette staging, with 
short, snappy numbers depending 
more on the personality of the two 
most talented players than on all- 





ciently to cover its modest budget. 
It offers little for films, tv or stock, 
however. Hobe. 





Karl Genus has been set as di- 
rector, Paul Vroom as _ general 
manager, David Lipsky as press- 
agent, Will Irwin as conductor and 
Joe Moon as vocal arranger-coach 
for the projected Broadway pro- 
} duction of “Portofino,” 


around teamwork. It will draw the 
| Same type of audience that flocked 
| to “Cranks,” but is not strong 
; enough to draw a large public. 

| Show has a fair assortment of 
| novelties, but few dance numbers 
or outstanding melodies, and the 
|}usual backbone of revue, crisply 
| backed-out sketches, have been 
|} omitted. Author and composers 





j}ecome from Cambridge U., where 
the show was first presented, but 


major blunder in imagining there 
is customer interest in this heavy, 
diffuse, shapeless yarn from medie- 
val Portugal, Spain and Venice, 
The piece concerns a mysterious 
stranger who claims the throne of 
Portugal at the end of the 16th 
century. The production report- 
edly cost of $60,000. ; 

Robert Eddison speaks magnifi- 
cently the parts of Dom Sebastian, 
King of Portugal, and also The 
Stranger. Noted thespers Robert 
Speaight, Michael MacLiammoir, 
Sebastian Shaw and Ernest The- 
siger also merit attention. Gord. 


Tony Farrell to Build 
Motel at Sacandaga, N.Y. 


Anthony B. Farrell plans build- 

ing a $500,000 motel near his Sac- 
andaga (N. Y.) Park Summer The- 
atre for next season. 
“ A former Broadway producer 
and theatre owner and still an in- 
vestor, Farrell launched the Sac- 
andaga operation last year to re- 
place a theatre that had been de- 
stroyed by fire. 
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Legit Bits 


“The Art of Drama” by Renald| open its “works-in-progress” series | 
a} ot the off-Broadway Carnegie Hall | brightest 
now | Yankees” 
slated to launch the program Oct./run in the outdoor Swope Park 
7 is Samuei Beckett’s “All. That | Theatre Sunday (25). Musical about 
concerned | Fall,” with Herbert Berghof direct-| baseball is probably the most top- 


Peacock (Macmillan; $5), is 


scholarly sequel.to the author’s | Playhouse. 


earlier book, “The Poet in the 
Theatre.” Writer, a British uni- | 
versity professor, is 


with examining trends in modern /|ing the staged reading. 
drama which have been leading | facet of the Banner operation, a| came at a time when the Yankees 
away from realism* toward more | series of late shows, will be initia- | 
Book will make | ted Sept. 27, with Sherry Britton 


symbolic styles. 


The vehicle, 


Another 


heavy going for average show biz| narrating a “Best of Burlesque” 


reader. 

“The Penny Wedding,” comedy} 
by 
Oct. 28 at the Gateway Theatre, 
Edinburgh. 


Charlies Aidman, 


| presentation. 


William Windom is appearing in 


Robert Kemp, will premiere| the off-Broadway production of | 


week as sub for 
who is in the 


‘Career” this 


Charles Graves, veteran drama, same play at the Playhouse in the 
eritie of The Scotsman, Edinburgh, | Park, Philadelphia. 


is retiring soon. Renald Mavor,/ 
Bridie, 
cessor. 

Tharon Musser devised the light- 
ing for the Stratford (Conn.) pro-| 
duction of “Much Ado about} 
Nothing’,” as stated in the agate- 
type credits of the review in last | 
week's __ issue. Jean Rosenthal | 
supervised the physical production | 
of the show, but not the lighting. | 
In the text of the review, it was/| 
incorrectly indicated that } 


1s 


Miss | 
Rosenthal supervised the lighting. | 

Ethel Barrymere Colt, has been | 
appointed consultant for Musical 
Theatre in the American Theatre 
Wing’s Professional Training Pro- 
gram. 

Michael Langham, artistic direc- 
tor of the Stratford (Ont.) Shake- 
spearean Festival, will double as 
general manager of the operation, 
and Victor Polley, box office and 
theatre manager, has been ap- 
pointed assistant general manager 
and comptroller in administrative 
changes resulting from the resigna- 
tion of Peter Benn tt as managing 
director of the Festival. 

Fred Dvonch, musical director of 
“Show Boat” at the Jones Beach 
(N.Y.) Marine Theatre, will ditto in 
that capacity for the upcoming 
Broadway production of “Rumple.” 

Charles Durand has been set as 
production stage manager, Peter 
Bronte as stage manager and Joan 
Heawood as choreographer for the 
forthcoming Broadway production 
of “Carefree Heart.” 

Emlyn Williams will give a two- 
week solo performance at the 
Longacre Theatre, N.Y., in “A Boy 
Growing Up,” based on stories by 
Dylan Thomas. The production will 
run from Oct. 7-19 under the spon- 
sorship of Sol Hurok. The Broad- 
way stand will be followed by a 
brief tour. 

Keith Botsford and Charles H. 
Schultz, both members of CBS- 
TV's “Seven Lively Arts” staff, 
have acquired the rights to “Five 
Modera No Plays,” from Japanese 
playwright Yukia Mishime and his 
translator, Donald Keene. They 
plan presenting two of the plays 
off-Broadway this fall. 

The Equity Library Theatre, 
with Mrs. Rea Warg as managing 
director, plans 16 revivals for the 
1957-58 season at the Lenox Hill 
Playhouse, N.Y. The group goes 
into its 14th season Oct. 16 with 
“Comedy of Errors,” directed by 
John McCabe. “All My Sons,” 
directed by Jerry Adler, follows 
Oct. 30 and then “Dangerous Cor- 
ner,” directed by F. Robel, 
beginning Nov. 13. Ali productions 
will play seven performances Wed- 
nesday-Sunday eves, with the usual 
Sunday matinee and a two-night 
performance on Saturdays at 6.40 


m. 
’ William Pitkin will do the sets, 
Lee Watson the lighting and Ruth 
Morley the costumes for the up- 
coming Broadway production of 
“The Cave Dwellers.” 

Irving Strouse, head of the Stage 
and Arena Guild of America, sails 
for Europe next Saturday (31) 
aboard the Liberte for various 
business consultations. 

Alan Bergman, Mary James and 
Jerry Orbach, all currently appear- 
ing in off-Broadway productions, 
are making their film debyts in 
“The Cop Hater,” being shot in 
New York. 

Irene_Worth will costar with Eva 
Le Gallienne in “Maria Stuart” and 
Eileen Herlie will have the femme 
lead in “The Makropoulos Secret” 
at the Phoenix Theatre, N.Y., this 
season. Both productions will be 
directed by Tyrone Guthrie. 

The U. of Minnesota Theatre is 
touring Brazil in “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” and “Our Town” 
under the auspices of the Ameri- 
can National Theatre & Academy. 

Theatre Under the Stars, in New 
York’s Central Park, has set its 
second legit show in a season that 
has included a potpourri of enter- 
tainment running the gamut from 
ballet to jazz. The entry, skedded 
for the week of Sept. 3, will be 
Gian-Carlo Menotti’s “The Consul,” 
with Patricia Neway starring in the 
role she originated on Broadway 
seven years oga. 





Banner Productions has changed 
the entry originally scheduled to 


son of the late playwright James ager for 
rumored as his suc- Chandos Sweet, company manager; | 

production | 
|stage manager and Jack Betts, 
| stage manager. 


| Porter 


harles Mooney is general man- 
“The Egghead,” with 


Van Zandt, 


Henri Caubisens, production 


|stage manager, and Herman Mag- 
idson, 


6 ’ 
Most Happy Fella,” will ditto in| Story $4? 400 In 


stage manager, for “The 


those capacities for “The Music 


n. 
The Locust Theatre, Philadel- 


phia, relinquished by the Shuberts 


|‘Yankees’ $62,000 in K.C., | 


Starlight’s Runner-Up 
Kansas City, Aug. 27. 
Starlight Theatre has one of its 
weeks with “Damn 
which closed a week's 


jieal the theatre could play, and 


actually were in town to play the 
K. C. Athletics, who took two out 
of the three tussles. 

“Yankees” started with one of 
the largest opening nights and 
played to strong trede all week. 
It wound with a $62,000 take, sec- 
ond biggest of the year, despite 


+ 
+ 


B’way Up ‘x’ Down; ‘Journey’ $28,800, 
Verdon-Ritter $50,100, ‘Fella’ 31146, 
Ewell $13,800, Heavenly’ $13,100 (6) 


Broadway stumbled last week 





Stratford, Conn., Pulls 


Stratford, Conn., Aug. 27. 





some unkind situations from the 
weather. Cast listed Gretchen 
Wyler, Gale Gordon, Danny Car- 


‘oll, Jack Hurst, George S, Irving | 8rosses of less than $20,000, went 
pn ~~ ee = over the $40,000 mark for the eight 


performances ending Sunday (25). 
of Katharine 
the | 


and Joseph Macaulay. 
Season's finale is “Show Boat,” 


which opened a two-week stand | 


yesterday (26). 





| 
| 


Ma 
D.C. Tryout Start 
under the terms of a Government | eWe ryou 


consent decree, has been leased to} 


Arthur, Ronald Long. 
Olvis, Stanley Carson, Dean Dittman, 


|Manny Davis. 





Casting 
(BROADWAY) ’ 
Nature’s Way: William Cottrell, Beatrice 


Carefree Heart: Allen Case, William 


ert Feyti. 

Jamaica: Hugh Bryant, Tony Martinez, 
Richard Wil Sandra ton, Audrey 
Mason, Pearl Reynolds, Ethel 


Norma Donaldson, Sylvia Copeland, 


Dilworth, George Boreland, Herb Cole- 


man, 
Walcott, Barbara Wright, Charles 


Jacqueline 
oore, 


Ossie Davis, Sally Neal, 


Jim MeMillan, Albe 


rt Johnson. 
Romanoff and Juliet: Sylvia Daneel, Ed- 


ward Atienza, Gerald Sarracini. 
Rum 


ple: Barbara Perry. 


Square Root of Wonderful: Martine 
Bartlett. 
Look Back in A r: Mary Ure. 


OFF-BROADWAY ; 
italian Strawhat: Larry Blyden, Harri 


Rob- 


| Washington, Aug. 27. 

| The tryout tour of “West Side 
| Story” got off to a strong start last 
{week with a $42,400 gross for the 
| first of three frames at the Na- 
tional Theatre here. Potential 
| capacity for the musical, scaled to 
a $5.50 top at the 1,677-seat house, 
46,585. 

| The tuner drew unanimous raves 
(Coe, Post; Carmody, Star; Ber- 


| for the Tuesday night performance 
and the Wednesday matinee. 


‘DEBUTANTE’ NSG $9,600, 
_ ‘SETS’ $30,300, FRISC 


San Francisco, Aug. 27. 








son Dowd, Gerald Price. | ONT : ae 

Pink String and Sealing Wax: Peter For-|,, No Time 1 for Sergeants’ con- 
ster, Joyce Ash, John Gaudry, Nina|tinued excellent last week, its 
Reader, Marriott Wi eighth, at the Geary, and “Reluc- 


British Shows 
(Figures denote opening dates) 


LONDON 
At Drop of Hat, Fortune (1-24-57). 
friend, Wyndham’s (12-1-53). 

& Bachelor, Duchess (12-19-56). 
Chaik Garden, Ha (4-11-56). 
Damn Yankees, Coliseum (3-28-57). 
Secret, Piccadilly (5-30-57). 
vent, Westminster (6-5-57). 
itehal) 6-31-54). 

Fanny, Drury Lane (1 
For Amusement Only, 





1-15-56). 
Apollo (6-5-56). 


tant Debutante” showed a slight 
}pickup in its seventh week at the 
Alcazar, though not enough to put 
it in the winner's circle. 

| “The Diary of Anne Frank,” with 
| Joseph Schildkraut, opened last 
| night (Mon.) at the Alcazar and the 
|Civie Light Opera revival of 
|“Annie Get Your Gun,” with Mary 
}Martin and John Raitt, opens 
Thursday (29) night at the Curran. 
“Tunnel of Love” looks set for 
| Sept. 30 opening at the Alcazar. 

Estimates for Last Week 
No Time for Sergeants, Geary 


| $29,300; exits Oct. 5 to resume ,two offerings of the Civic Light 


Free As Air, Savoy (66-57). | (8th! wk) ($4.40-$4.95; 1,550; $36,- 
Bree ie 8 cone eps ~—-| 000). Over $30,300; previous week, 
Less Than Kind, Arts (6-27-57). 

Meet By Moonlight, Aldwych @-1.87, | COUT: 

Mou « bassadors (11-25-52). Reluctant Debutante, Alcazar 
New Crasy Gang, Vic. Pal, 2165@. |(7th wk) ($3.85; 1,147: $27,200) 


No T Sgts., Her Maj. (8-23-56). 
Nude With Violin, Globe (11-7-56). 
Ddd Man in, St. Martin’s (7-16-57). 
Oh, My Papa, Garrick (7-17-57). 
Plaisirs De Paris, Wales (4-20-57). 
Sailor Beware, Strand (2-16-55). 
Salted Days, Vaudeville (8-5-54). 
Silver Wedding, Cambridge 
Six Months’ Grace, Phoenix (6-4-57). 
Summer of 17th, New (4-30-57). 
Tea & Symects » Comedy (4-25-57). 
T eat, w Lind. (4-23-57). 
Wa of Toreadors, Criterion (3-27-58). 
Yerms, Arts (7-31-57). 

SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
Lonesome , Arts (8-28-57). 
Sat. Night at Crown, Garrick (9-2-57). 
Entertainer, Palace (9-10-57). 
Nekrassov, Roya! Ct. (9-17-57). 
Repertory, Old Vic (9-18-57). 











SCHEDULED N.Y. OPENINGS 
BROADWAY 


(Theatres Set) 
Tables, Box 


i 
(10-10-57). 





( 








(Reginald Gardiner, Brenda For- 
bes). Weak $9,600; previous week, 
$9,000; exited last Saturday (24) 
for Los Angeles. 


‘Lady’ SRO 716, Denver 


Denver, Aug. 27. 
“My Fair Lady,” costarring Brian 
Aherne and Anne Rogers, grossed 





formances last week at the 2,250- 
seat Auditorium here. 


top is $6 


Stock Tryouts 


(Aug. 26-Sept. 8) 
Anyone for Love, musical, with book 
and lyrics by Burton Crane, music 
Jane Doug 
Ivy Tower Playhouse, Spring Lake, 
(26-31). 


Back to Methuselah, 
densed version of Bernard Shaw 
(Celeste Holm, 
(Conn.) Country Playhouse (26-31) ‘(Ke- 
viewed in Variety; Aug. 14, °57). 
Cantilevered Terrace, by William Archi- 
bald (Mildred Dunnock) 
Theatre, Westport, Conn. (1). 
Dazzling Hour, adapted b 
ford from French of Anna 
es, Francis Lederer)—Pocono Play-! 
house, Mountainhome, Pa. (26-31); Play- 
house in the Park, Philadelphia (2-7). 
Golden Lantern, by Marie Doro and Re- 
becca Franklin—Barter Theatre, Abing-| 
don, Va. (26-31). j 
Jamison Affair, by Joel Wyman (Frances 
Farmer)—Bucks County Playhouse, New! 
Hope, Pa. (26-31). 








Mask Gown, revue (T. C. Jones)— 
poses County Playhouse, New Hope, Pa.| 
(2-7) | 


Minotaur, by Robert Thom (Gloria Van- 
(Conan. 





st (10-2-57). derbilt, Janice Rule}—Westport 

Rum (10-31-57). Country Playhouse (2-7). 

Soft Touch (11-6-57). arade, by Marianne Brown Waters— 
Rope Dancers (wk. 11-18-57). Gateway Theatre, Bellport, L. 1. (3-7). 
Senne Son'ssrso” ™ 29S? ta ai 

wk. 1- . 

Rivairy" at 0) Touring Shows 
« Sunrise at Campobetio (1-30-58) | 

Love Me Little (2-6-58). (Aug. 26-Sept. 8) | 
. OFF-BROADWAY Diary of Anne Frank (Joseph Schild- 

Pink String, R kraut)—Alcazar, S. F. (26-7). 

Tevya, (9-16-57) My Fair Lady (2d Co.) (Brian Aherne, 
Johnny Summit, Renata (9-17-57). Anne Rogers)—Aud., Denver (26-31); Mu- 
Halian Strawhat, 4th St. (9-30-57). sic Hall, Omaha (2-7). 

Maria Stuart, Phoenix (10-8-57). No Time for Sergeants Qd Co.)-—Geary, 

Paim Tree, Cricket (10-15-57). S. F. (26-7). i 
Cleremberd, Rooft (11-17-52). Reluctant Debut (Reginald Gardi- 
Conversation Piece, m (11.20-57). | ner, Brenda Forbes) — Hartford, L. A. 

Meter Aa mae Phoenix (11-19-57). es , _ - . 

’ eris i Side Story ‘tryout) — National, 
ian st s indicate reopen wee. (26-7) (Reviewed in Variety, Acz. | 
» 57). 


lass White (rene ona 
N, J. 
. Arnold Moss’ con- 

"s play| 

Arnold Moss)---Westport | 
'Slezak-‘Angels’ Nice 
White Barn | 


Nancy Mit-| 
macei (Mony | 


iwas worrying along with weekly 


With the assent 
Hepburn, Alfred Drake and 


Big 40€; Extend Season 


The American Shakespeare Fes- 
\tival Theatre, which a year back | 


|after picking up the previous fort- 
‘night. A few shows continued to 
{improve, but others registered sub- 
stantial drops. 

“Auntie Mame,” “Bells Are Ring- 
ing’ and “My Fair Lady” held as 
the only capacity entries 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
|CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Cometly), MD (Musi- 


cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP (Op- 
eretta). 
Other parenthetic desigiuations 


rest of the company, a week’s ex-| Tefen, Tespectively, to weeks played, 


jtension of the season to Sept. 15 


|number of performances through 


| has been negotiated, which will | last Saturday, top prices, number 


give ASFT a run of 12 


~— 


weeks plus a week of previews. 


regular | Of seats, capacity gross and stars. 


| Price includes 10% Federal and 


|The last showing of “Othello” is!5° City tax, but grosses are net; 


skedded Sept. 7, and “Much Ado|ie., 
‘About Nothing” and “Merchant of | 


exclusive of taxes. 


Auntie Mame, Broadhurst (C) 


Venice” will be the final week's | (37th wk; 293; $6.90; 1,214: $46,500) 


repertory. 


| It is now expected that the 1957 
|deficit may be held to as low as 


| $40,000. 
| 


‘Fanny Fast 706, 





A e b 
Alugh linger, News), but business was off Diary $77,000, LA. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 27. 
| Arrival of “The Reluctant Debu- 
tante” at the Huntington Hartford 
last night ‘Mon.) maintains the 
two-house pace in town, but the 
| outlook is bleak for the new sea- 
json. Philharmonic Auditorium has 
|“Annie Get Your Gun” to follow 
| the incumbent “Fanny,” but the 
| Hartford has nothing in sight after 
|“Debutante” until “The Happiest 
Millionaire,” Nov. 29. The down- 
jtown Biltmore, longtime UBO 
stronghold, has nothing at all on 
the books. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Diary of Anne Frank, Huntington 
| Hartford (D) (4th wk) ($4.95-$5.50; 
| 1,024; $33.000) (Joseph Schildkraut). 
|Up to $27,000 on the finale; $26,- 
|800 the previous week; exited 
| Saturday (24) for Frisco 
Fanny, Philharmonic Aud (MC) 
|) (1st week) (Claude Dauphin, Do- 
'retta Morrow, Italo Tajo). Off to 
| $70,000 start for the first of five 
| weeks, below the pace of the first 


| Opera season; closes Sept. 21. 


| 





| IN IST DALLAS WEEK 


i 

| Dallas, Aug. 27. 

| “Rose Marie,” sixth and closing 
|production of the State Fair Mu- 
| Sicals’ 16th season, showed a good 
$43,800 in its first week through 
Sunday’s (25) matinee. Revival, 


stars Anna Maria Alberghetti. 
Featured are Carla Alberghetti, 


The musical continues here this | Estelle Sloan, John Reardon, Rob- | 20°: 
week for eight performances. The ert Bush, Alice Ghostley and Reu-| 


‘ben Noel. 
boon, with the 


Weather was again a 
mercury 


1951 the Musicals have been pre- 
| sented in airconditioned State Fair 
Auditorium. 

Season started with a hefty ad- 
vance ticket sale. offering the six 
|shows at $17.50. Single seat sales 
| are scaled to $3.75. 





14G in Philly Tent 


Philadelphia, Aug. 27 
“My Three Angels,” starring 
| Walter Slezak in his original role 
at Philly’s municipally-operated 
tent theatre, the Playhouse in the 


‘ROSE MARIE’ OK $43,800 


j staying | 
|around 100 degrees daily, but since 


| Ewell). 


(Rosalind Russell). Previous week, 
|$47,915; last week, almost $47,900. 

Bells Are Ringing, Shubert (MC) 
(39th wk; 308; $8.05; 1,453; $58,101) 
(Judy Holliday). As always, $58,700. 
| Betty Garrett and Larry Parks are 
costarring this week and next week 
'acs subs for the vacationing Miss 
| Holliday and Sydney Chaplin, 
who's featured male lead 

Damn Yankees, Ade!phi (MC) 
(121st_ wk; 963; $7.50; 1,434; $50,- 
000). ‘On twofers. Previous week, 
| $26,000; last week, nearly $23,600. 
| Happy Hunting, Majestic (MC) 
| (38th wk; 300; $8.05; 1,625; $69,989) 
(Ethel Merman). Previous week, 
$45,100; last week, almost $41,900, 

Li'l Abner, St. James (MC) (41st 
wk; 324; $8.05; 1,028; $58,100), 
Previous week, $53,800; last week, 
jalmost $53,700. 
Long Day’s Journey Into Night, 
|Hayes (D) (35th wk; 210; $6.90, 
1,039; $30,000) ‘Fredric March, 
| Florence Eldridge). Resumed Aug. 
19 after a seven-week layoff; 
grossed over $28,800 for the 
| usual six-performance frane. 
| Most Happy Fella, Imperial (MD) 
(69th wk; 548; $7.50; 1,427; $57,- 
875). Previous week, $28,100; last 
| week, a'inost $31,500. 
| My Fair Lady, Hellinger (MC) 
(76th wk; 603; $8.05; 1,551; $67,696) 
(Edward Mulhare, Julie Andrews). 
As aiways, $68,700. Rex Harrison 
|resumes as costar next Monday (2) 
| following a month's vacation. Mul- 
hare is his regular sub. 
| New Girl In Town, 46th St. (MD) 





(15th wk; 119; $9.20-$8.60; 1,297; 
$59,084). (Gwen Verdon, Thelma 
Ritter). Previous week, $49,500; 


last week, over $50,100. 
No Time for Sergeants, Alvin 


(C) (97th wk; 772; $5.75-$4.60; 
| 1.331; $38,500). On discount tick- 
ets. Previous week, $20,400; last 
week, almost $19,600. Closes Sept. 
14 to tour, 

Simply Heavenly, Playhouse 


|(MC) (1st wk; 6; $5.75-$4.60; 996; 
| $25,000). The production, which 
originated off-Broadway, re-opened 
| Aug. 20 to four favorable reviews 


a capacity $71,100 in seven per-!which runs through Sunday (1), | (Chapman, News; Coleman, Mirror; 


| Beckley, Herald Tribune; Herridge, 
| Post) and two unfavorable ‘O’Con- 
Journal-American, Pepper, 
World-Telegram). ane .ct |. Eo 
|Times didn’t re-review the show, 
| but an ad reprint of Brooks Atkin- 
son's affirmative review of the pro- 
duction off-Broadway was run in 
the Wednesday (21) editions of the 
jpaper. The gross for the first six 
| performances at the Playhouse was 
nearly $13,100. 

| Tunnel ef Love, Royale (C) (27th 
wk; 221; $5.75; 944; $34,000) ‘Tom 
Previous week, $13,000; 
last week, over $13,800. 


| Visit to a Small Planet, Booth 


| (C) (29th wk; 228; $6.90-$5.75: 766; 
$27,300) (Cyril Ritchard). Previous 
week $19,800; last week, over 
$19,800. 





OFF BROADWAY 
ne Actors Playhouse (4-30- 
q). 


Park, grossed a husky $14,000 last 
week. It was ngt quite up to the 
fast pace set by “Janus” and “Will 
Success Spoil Roc. Hunter,” but 


Iceman Cometh, Circle-in-Square 
(5-8-56). 

In Good King Charles’ Goiden 
Days, Downtown (1-24-57). 


substantially above the tent thea- Purple Dust ‘Cherry Lane (12- 

tre’s average and fourth highest 27-56). ; 

gross of the current season. Sweeney Todd, Sullivan St. 
Current offering is “Career” in (8-27-57). 

which, despite its lack of marquee Synge Trilogy, Theatre East (3- 

names, there seems to be consid- 6-57). 

er.ble local interest. Charles Aid- Threepenny Opera, de Lys (9- 

man, who has been playing the 20-55). 

lead off-Broadway in N.Y., is get-| Closed Last Week 

ting top billing. The Playhouse| Country Wife, Renata (6-26-57). 

winds up its sixth season next week | — CO 

(starting Labor Day) with -“The| Jack Schlissel is general man- 

Dazzling Hour,” adaptation from a ager, Vince McKnight company 


manager, Neil Hartley production 
stage manager, Charles Blackwell 
stage manager and Alan Shayne 
and James Wall assistant stage 
managers for “Jamaica.” 


French hit, costarring Mony 
Dalmes, Francis Lederer and Mary 
Sinclair. This is the importation 
Cilbert Miller is to produce on 
Broadway in the fall. 











LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 





Here We Go Again 


With Scramble 


For Top Spots in ABC Ad Listing 


The periodic scuffle of producers 
to get locations near the top of the 
alphabetical ad listings in New 
York newspapers is apparently 
starting again. The idea, of course, 
is that prospective theatregoers are 
more likely to see ads near the 
head of the list and consequently 


attend those shows, 
The latest flurry of the alpha- 
betical juggling involves the musi- 


cal version of Moliere’s “Physician 
in Spite of Himself,” being pro- 
duced by Lynn Loesser and Sha- 
mus Locke., After calling the 
show “Speak, Lucinda” for several 
weeks, the producers retitled it 
“The Carefree Heart” and the last 
week dropped the initial “The,” 
obviously with th® aim of assuring 
position higher up in the ABC ads. 

In a letter to Variety, published 
in last week's issue, Sol Stein, au- 
thor of the forthcoming play, “A 
Shadow of My Enemy,” was careful 
to explain that the initial “A” is 
essential in terms of the meaning 
of the drama, which producer Nick 
Mayo has said is not based on the 
Hi - Chambers case. With- 
out disputing the author's argu- 
ment, several managers and press- 
agents commented that the addi- 
tion of the article “A” will serve 


to put “Shadow” at the top, or at | 


least near the top, of the ABC ads. 
These and other rumored title 


cle ges involving initial use of one | 


of the first letters of the alphabet 
are, of course, old stuff oa Broad- 
way There were a dozen or so 
such instances last season, in most 
cases a matter of merely dropping 
an initial “The” from the title. 


LEHMAN ENGEL’S BOOK 
ON ‘MUSICAL SHOWS’ 


“Planning and Producing the 
Musical Show,” by Lehman Engel 





(Crown; $3), is the well-known con- | 


ductor’s answer to problems beset- 
ting amateur and academic theatres 
undertaking to do musicals. Cur- 
rently conducting “Li'l Abner” on 
Broadway, Engel has composed 
music for more than a score of 
productions, and 
musical director for many others. 
Engel's credo is set down in this 
“how to” book: “America needs 
more musical theatre, needs more 
people whe want to make it grow.” 
Author refers, of course, to the 
Broadway musical theatre; his cri- 
terion for this study. 

He has supplied the only book of 
its kind, and his organization and 
discipline, always evident in his 
musical achievements, are of value 
to this volume. With authority, 
good humor and_ thoroughness, 
Engel discusses problems of choos- 
ing a show, arranging the budget, 


forming a staff (with duties of each 
member defined), casting, and con- 
ducting rehearsals, Design, chore- 
ography, lighting and music are 


also considered. There are several 
illustrations and charts. 
Tome is dedicated to 
R. Meeker Jr., Director, State Fair 
Musicals, Dallas, Texas, who made 
this boek possible.” Down. 





S. M. Handeslman, managing di- 
rector of the Playhouse in the 
Park, Philadelphia, planes Oct. 15 
to the Coast te supervise his pro- 
duction of “Career,” which opens 
Oct. 28 at the Ivar Theatre, Los 
Angeles. 


has served as | 


. ' 
“Charles | 

















PRODUCER’S LUXURY N.Y. 
PENTHOUSE OFFICE 


Beautifully furnished, terrace, air- 
conditioned, kitchen, shower. Lo- 
cated in 40's bet. 5th and Madi- 
son. Sublet for one year and half 
starting Oct. 1, 1957. References 
required. 
For Details and Appt. write 
BOX 228, VARIETY 

154 W. 46th St., New York 36, N.Y. 
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‘Mike Mok Hospitalized 
With Broken Hip, Thigh 


| Broadway pressagent Michel 
Mok, who went to the Coast a 
| couple of months ago to do pub- 
|licity work on the 20th-Fox film 
| edition of “South Pacific,” is a pa- 
|tient in Good Shepard Convales 
cent Home, 12th & Arizona Sts., 
| Santa Monica, with a fractured hip 
and thigh. He'll probably be hospi 
| talized about three months and in 
| ecapacitated another three. 
Mok sustained the injury about 
| four weeks ago in a fall while go 
|ing from his hotel to the Philhar- 
monic Auditorium, Los Angeles, 
|for a performance of the Civic 
| Light Opera stage production of 
|“South Pacific,” costarring Mary 
| Martin and Georgio Tozzi. It hasn't 
| been learned in New York exactly 
|! how the mishap occurred. 
| The p.a., who was to have gone 
|/to Kauai, one of the Hawaiian 
| Islands, where the screen version 
of “South Pacific” is currently be 
| ing slrot, is reportedly off the 20th 
| Fox payroll as a result of his in 
| jury. 








‘View,’ Chi Hit 


Continued from page 0 eee 








| transferred after four weeks to the 
| Shubert-owned Harris Theatre in 
the Loop. There it racked up a 
| three-week gross of $51,800 only 
to be ousted from the house by the 
| previously booked “Desk Set.” 

| Later the Luther Adler starrer, 
with a few minor cast changes, 
| opened the season at Drury Lane 
|Summer Theatre, stayed a fort- 
night, and then trouped for a week 
}each in Cincinnati, Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y., and Atlantic Beach, 
|N. J.. and an additional three in 
|Long Branch, N. Y., before dis- 
banding. Adler, its’ understood, is 
|himself locking for backers in 
| New York for a road edition of the 
| show. 

With Terkel in the lead, “View” 
| held the status of a one-week fill-in 
lat Tenthouse .and, although it 
| played nearly SRO all seven days 
producer Herb Rogers couldn't ex- 
tend because of his subscription 
arrangement. 











Lamas 


=e Continued from page 57 a 








'performance in the show, which 
discussion ended in a most cordial 
|vein, and certainly there was not 
ithe slightest semblance of any 
jreprimand in our conversation. 

| Incidentally, I am not involved 
|}any way whatsoever, and never 
was in the controversy existing be- 
tween Gene Wesson and the man- 
| agement of the show. 

Fernando Lamas 

What's a Reprimand? 

| Vartery's story did not say that 
| Fernando Lanias had indicated di- 
state or dislike in his performance, 
, but merely reported a statement to 
thut effect in Sheila Graham's syn- 
dicated Hollywood column. 
meeting between Lamas and Ben 
| Irving, assistant secretary of Ac- 
tors Equity, was at the request of 
|the latter, following a complaint 


|by “Happy Hunting” stage man-| 


ager Robert Downing that the ac- 
tor had disregarded his notes re- 
lating to the performance and had 
\finally ordered him not to send 
any more such communications. 
| Vartety has been informed 
|Lamas was advised by the union 
| official that Equity regulations re- 
| quire actors to fellow performance 
instructions from the stage man- 
ager. Perhaps under the circum- 
stances, that did not constitute a 
reprimand. 





“Johnny Summit,” a drama by 
Ben Zavin, is slated to open Sept. 
17 at the Renata Theatre, N. Y. 
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| | Opera Review 


Three’s Company 
Westport, Conn., Aug. 18. 

| Having resumed her policy of 
|offbeat shows at her White Barn 
|Theatre here, Lucille Lortel of- 
|fered for her third Sunday night 
isession Aug. 18 a captivating pro- 
duction of “Three’s Company,” la- 
beled as “an improbable opera.” 
Done by an engaging troupe call- 
ing itself The After Dinner Opera 
Co., the production is presented in 
a prologue and three scenes. The 
White Barn showing, the American 
debut of the piece, came over well 
as an operatic briefie. 

Sung by Jeanne Beauvais, Nor- 


man Myrvik and Francis Barnard, | 


all with better than adequate 
voices, the show provided a merry 
frame of musical diversion suitable 
for intimate dissemination. Other 


credits included composer, Anthony | 


Hopkins; librettist, Michael Flan- 
ders; direction, Richard Stuart 
Flusser; music director, Emanuel 
Levenson; scenery and costumes, 
Beth Leibowitz. Doul. 





'Negro Group Will Play 
1-Niter Southern Tour 


A group of Negro actors will tour 
southern and southwestern colleges, 
universities and theatres this sea- 
son. The unit, made up of six mem- 
bers of Actors Equity, will begin a 
two-week series of one-niters Oct. 
14 at Elizabeth City (N. C.) State 
Teachers College. 
| Sparkplugging the venture is 
Clark Morgan, functioning in the 
triple capacity of producer, direc- 
tor and actor. He is personally 
bankrolling the project and figures 
preliminary costs will run him 
around $2,800. He estimates the 
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. 
Inside Stuff—Legit 

Small things sometimes have large repercussions in legit. With 
the doorman of the Shubert Theatre, N. Y., on vacation last week, 
there was virtually a vestpocket-size riot just before the matinee last 
Wednesday (21) of “Bells Are Ringing.” It seems the Shuberts ne- 
glected to assign a substitute as alternate ticket-taker, and a sizable 
crowd of patrons collected in the lobby and extended out into Shubert 
Alley, as the regular man was unable to handle the crush. Complicat- 
ing the situation was the fact that Jack Small, officially the house 
manager of the theatre under the Shuberts’ policy of doubling as- 
signments for their executives, was in his office in the Shubert build- 
ing working on his regular theatre-booking job. The difficulty was 
finally straightened out when Frank O’Connor, house manager of 
the adjacent Shubert-operated Booth Theatre, hurried over to the 
Shubert and helped out on taking tickets. 








Current tryout of “Anyone for Love,” a comedy with music at the 
| Ivy Tower Playhouse, Spring Lake, N. J., reportedly is being financed 
by J. S. Seidman, New York CPA and frequently invester in Broad- 
way productions. *He also brought down some 25 prospective investors 
to catch Saturday night’s (24) performance at the Jersey shore resort. 
It's understood that Kermit Bloomgarden may present the Burton 
Crane-Jane Douglass show on Broadway, but as the production of 
someone else to be named. Rea John Powers and his wife, Grace, 
operators of the Ivy Tower house, handled the tryout production 
| without billing and will have a 5% interest if the show is brought 
| to Broadway. 





a 


Committee and Miller 
Dispute Old ‘Application’ 


mitted that if the play goes to 
London it may be desirable to cut 
it, but at the moment he does not 
see how this could be done. If the 


Washington, Aug. 27. 

| The House Un-American Activi- 
| ties Committee charged last week 
jand Arthur Miller promptly denied 
| that the playright had applied for 
|Communist Party membership in 
| 1943. The committee released testi- 
j|mony in which Susan Warren 
| Frank refused to say whether she 
knew Arthur Miller and whether 
| she proposed him for membership 
in 1943. Miss Warren, whom the 
| committee said was a Communist 
|functionary in New York, involked 
| the first and fifth Amendments. 


play was obscure, it was his fault, 
but it was certainly not the fault 
of the magnificent production and 
cast. 

The attack on Edinburgh Festival 
crix is something new in the his- 
tory of the annual culture junket. 
Most casts have a chance to dis- 
cuss the previous night’s play at 
press meetings with gossip and 
other scribes, but this is the first 
time that a lineup of principal 
|players has talked back to the 
| press corps. 








| ——s 


the name of A. Miller and gave! 


weekly operating tab, including sal- | 


The alleged application was in|} Stock Review 


The | 


that | 


aries, will be about $1,600. 

The group, tagged Negro Drama 
Players of N. Y., will tour in a sta- 
tion wagon and carry props in the 
trunk of the car. Scenery and addi- 
tional props will be provided by 
sponsoring organizations at the dif- 
ferent locations booked. The shows 
will be “Bell, Book and Candle” 
and “Springtime for Henry.” 

Besides Morgan, the cast will in- 
clude Butterfly McQueen, Ann Gar- 
nett, Lynn Hamilton, Bush Hunter 


| the address of 18 Schermerhorn St., 
| Brooklyn. The applicant’s occupa- 
| tion was given as writer. 

| “The Committee,” retorted 
|Miller through his lawyer, has 
| brought forth one more rehash of 


material gone into at my public | 


hearing. I testified then and I re- 
peat it now—I never filed an ap- 
plication for membership in the 
|Communist Party in 1943 or at any 
} other time. The purported applica- 
; tion, which the Committee already 





| —_m=m Continued from page 5338 =e 





}as a Soloist (as in the title tune) 
jand as a singing partner of Miss 


| Hovis. 

| Paula Laurence strikes the 
proper corny menace as the she- 
lawyer and scores for her “When 
I Plot A Plan.” Pert Kelton pulls 
laughs in every scene as the single- 
minded heiress who harries the 
solicitors with her running ling 
“It's Tuesday. Where’s my money.” 


and Lorenzo Tucker. A live cat, be-| had when I testified, but refused | She also gets a big hand for Ner 


longing to Miss McQueen, will also 


be utilized in the “Bell” produc-| either a forgery or was done un-| 


tion, but a dummy feline is being 
taken along for use ff necessary. 


Rich Plans New Tent 


Albany, Aug. 27. 

A new musical tent will be 
opened next summer near here by 
Eddie Rich, who operated the old 
Sacandaga Park (N. Y.) summer 
Theatre destroyed by fire in 1955. 
The project will be lecated just off 
the Albany-Saratoga highway, at 
Colonie, N. Y 

Rich previously planned to open 
the canvastop this summer, 




















Set Ceiling 
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houses, the Prince’s, Adelphi and 
| Victoria Palace, but the former two 
are regarded as less desirable than 
Littler’s spots, and the Victoria 
Palace is more or less permanently 
set with Hylton’s “Crazy Gang” 
shows. Gorlinsky has no theatres. 

The former terms for top-rated 
Broadway musicals included about 
$5,000 down payment, assumption 
by the London management of all 
contractual obligations to original 
director, choreographer, designer, 
etc., underwriting travel expenses 
of the original producer, authors, 
director, etc., besides about 10-12% 
author royalties (usually including 
1% to the original producer) and 
| one-third of the profits. 


| The arrangement worked out by 
| Littler-Williamson would reduce 
the down payment to a “reason- 
lable” amount (probably $1,000- 
| $2,000), no assumption of original 
| contractual obligations, no travel 
| expenses for original producer or 
| staff, a limit of 10% author royal- 
| ties until the production cost is 
| recouped, and the same one-third 
| Share of the profits. 

| It's figured that the lower terms 
may mean as much as $10,000 re- 
duction in the initial production 
cost and, perhaps more important, 
that the absence of the original 
producer, director, etc., may sim- 
plify casting, and producing and 
such problems. In general produc- 


tion costs in London are about 40% 








of those on Broadway, 


|to show me, is unsigned and is 


known to me.” 


} 
| Edinburgh 
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ficials would never regret putting 
on “The Hidden King,” even if 
public support has been killed. 
| Irish actor Michael MacLiammoir, 
;one of the play’s principals, said 
Britain is notoriously “press-rid- 
den,” and added, “Criticism is not 
| mud-slinging or rose-slinging. It is 
genuinely informed analysis. In 
|England there may be six critics, 
| but 600 ‘hooligans.’ 

“It is terrible to think that the 
| whole art of drama is in the grip 
|of apparently potential enemies.” 
|He suggested that there must be 
|some way in which the theatre and 
the crix could get together. At the 
|moment it seems a question of 
| prejudiced friendship on the one 
| side and prejudiced enmity on the 
| other, he remarked. 

| Robert Speaight, who plays Dom 
| Diogo de Brito in the drama, ex- 
\pressed the thought that “The ‘‘Hid- 
;}den King” is one of the most con- 
| siderable things which had hap- 
pened in the English theatre in 
the past 25 years. He referred to 
the “terrifying responsibility” of 
dramatic criticism and said the 
greatest enterprise in theatre could 
|} depend on the voices of about 12 
dramatic reviewers. An enormous 
obligation rests on their shoulders, 
therefore, in the case of a work of 
such magnitude and pretensions as 
“The Hidden King.” 

From Sebastian Shaw, another 
principal, commented, “If a play is 
to be damned because it is long, 
or, on certain occasions, puzzling, 
it séems to me impossible to con- 
tinue to present plays of interest 
and experiment, and therefore 
actors will not get the opportunity.” 

Jonathan Griffin, the author, ad- 





|“A Simple Girl” which she pipes, 
rather than sings, with a paralyz- 
img deadpan delivery, 

Norman Barrs plays the less nim- 
| ble-witted but completely unprin- 
cipled law shark to the hilt. Jan- 
nett Hinton, Anne Washburn, 
Jerome Collamore, Thomas A. Kel- . 
jly, Willis Claire and Tom Emlyn 
| Williams complete the well round- 
}ed cast. 
| William J. Ryan has created sev- 
| eral attractive period interiors and 
|a skyline curtain that set off the 
j}action to advantage. Philip Bur- 
ton’s direction is precise and ef- 
fective 
“Pound,” incidentally, is the 
| musicalized version of “The Small 
| Servant,” which was presented last 
winter at Dallas’ Margo Jones The- 
atre, Broadway may not hold much 
;future for this work, but Miss 
|Hovis and Grizzard should be 
| around for years to come. 
Hank, 


GEO. MIDDLETON GETS 
NOD FROM UNCLE SAM 


Washington, Aug. 27. 

George Middleton, alien techni- 
cal specialist in the Office of Alien 
Property, was palmed with an In- 
centive Award in the Dept. of Jus- 
tice in ceremonies here last Fri- 
day (23). 

Middleton was cited for the suc- 
cessful administration of such 
duties as collecting copyright roy- 
alties, formulating policy regard- 
ing contract negotiations, and pro- 
tecting property rights of contem- 
porary outstanding literary and 
musical names . 


——eEeE—————— 
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Mike Wallace’s Book Hypo 

Sales impetus of Mike Wallace’s 
ABC-TV interview on Diana Bar- 
rymore’s “Too Much, Too Soon” 
is attested to by Holt, the pub- 
lisher, which saw the book slip 
off the bestseller list but sales took 
a jump and is now back. y 

It has gone over 40,000 copies 
to date and is slated for a New 
American Library reprint next 
spring, for which rights Holt col- 
lected $50,000. While this is a high 
mark, it is no record. Robert Ru- 
ark’s “Something of Value” fetched 
a $106,000 advance from Pocket 
Books. On the other hand, Julian 
Messner Inc. finds itself faced with 
the ‘anomaly of having its $3.95 
“Peyton Place,” still No. 1, buck- 
ing a 50c reprint from Dell next 
month which has ordered a 1,500,- 
000 advance printing. | Messner 
didn’t expect the Grace Metalious 
novel to be such a runaway best- 
seller, and last so long, Dell paid 
a nominal $15,000 for the reprint 
rights. The paperback reprint is 
due Sept. 24; the anniversary of 
the original Messner publication. 





BOM’s ‘Mr. Baruch’ 
While Henry Holt & Co. pub- 
lished Bernard M. Baruch’s auto- 


biography, the Margaret Colt book, 


on “Mr. Baruch” was picked by the 
Book-of-the-Month as a November 
reserve selection. This caused 
Houghton Mifflin to postpone the 
latter volume’s official publication 
date until Nov. 21. HM is stressing 
that its work is a “biography” in 
eontrast to the elder stateman’s 
own memoirs, which will be fol- 
lowed by a sequel next year. 

The Holt book is already a big 
seller and, apart from the BOM 
nod to HM, the latter firm prob- 
ably wisely decided to space its 
item until later in the year. Holt’s 
“Baruch: My Own Story” was pub- 
lished last week at $5 and has 
gone 65,000 copies in print. 

Miss Colt, who authored. the HM 
volume, was a Pulitzer prizewinner 
five years ago with her biog on 
“Thomas C, Calhoun.” 

British Weekly Changes Hands 

Ownership of the British Week- 
ly, a journal of “social and Chris- 
tian progress,” is to be transferred 
to the Church of Scotland Publica- 
tions Committee. Publication of the 
paper in its present form will cease 
Sept. 26. 

The founder and first editor of 
the British Weekly was Sir William 
Robertson Nicoll. Among its best- 
known contributors was J. M. 
Barrie.. Later editors of the Week- 
ly included Rev. Dr. John A. Hut- 
ton. Its present editor is Rev. 
Shaun Herron, who has recently 
resigned in order to return to the 
church in Canada. 

The present proprietors of the 
British Weekly, the Rowntree So- 
cial Trust, offered the paper to the 
Church of Scotland as a gift, its 
Scottish connections in the past 
being one of the reasons. 


Roy Thomson Expands 

Roy Thomson, Canadian news- 
paper and radio station owner, has 
acquired new property in Scotland. 
Already chairman of Scotsman 
Publications, Edinburgh, he has 
now bought a substantial interest 
in the Highland News, Inverness, 
group of newspapers. These will 
be developed as northern news 
centres for the Scotsman Publica- 
tions and for Scottish indie tv news 
services, also controlled by Thom- 
son. 

Journals invoiced in the deal 
cover the whole of the extreme 
North of Scotland. They are the 
Highland News and Football Times, 
Inverness; the Caithness Courier, 
Thurso; North Star, Dingwall; and 
Forres News. 


Updated ‘7 Lively Arts’ 

Sagamore Press will publish Gil- 
bert Seldes’ revised and updated 
“Seven Lively Arts” this fall at 
$4.95 to coincide with the inaugu- 
ration of the new CBS-TV program 
in October. Since book’s first pub- 
lication in 1924, Seldes has con- 
tinued to be an observer of the 
passing show biz scene. 

Same publisher is bringing out 
adman Walter. Goodman's “The 
Clowns of Commerce,” sardonic 
closeup on the merchandising mas- 
ters. 


Mackenzie Starts Something 

A new book by playwright and 
film scripter Sir Compton Macken- 
zie, author of “Tight Littie Island” 
and other yarns, is criticised as 
“most dangerous and rhaps 
immoral.” The book is “Sublime 
Tobacco,” about the history of 
tobacco. The Lancet, British med- 
ical journal, says the book “de- 
scribes and even seems to approve 








a dirty habit which has been shown 
statistically to cause cancer.” 


Mackenzie, commenting on the 
criticism, said: “Of course I ragged 
The Lancet a bit in the book, so 
I suppose it’s a repayment. I caught 
them on the raw a bit.” 





tered mail and reach the office of 
the secretary not later than Dec. 31, 
1957. Manuscripts should be ad- 


| dressed to Secretary of Oggi-Lacco 
|Ameno Literary Contest, 


Piazza | 
Carlo Erba 6, Milano, Italy. 
Loomis’ Trio For Ballantine 

Ballantine Books, in an unusual 
move, has just signed contracts 
for three books with a previously | 
unpublished novelist, Edward 
Loomis, who is 33 years old, and. 








P-H’s Tom Mix Biog 

Prentice-Hall is publishing “The 
Fabulous Tom Mix” on Sept. 9, 
written by his widow, Olive Stokes 
Mix, with the scripting assist o 
Eric Heath. 

Book gives a _ behind-the-cam- 
eras picture of the cowpoke film 
fave of the silent era. 





The Beach,” started off serializing 
in 14 dzilies, commencing with the 
Detroit News on the July 24 pub- 
lication date. The Cleveland Press 
began Aug. 5, Knoxville (Tenn.) 
News-Sentinel on Aug. 11, Pitts- 
burgh Press Aug. 12, N.Y. World 
Telegram & Sun Aug. 15, Colum- 
bus Citizen Sept. 3. 

Other dailies signed up include 
the Columbus (O.) Citizen, Denver 





Rocky Mountain News, Evansville 
|News, Fort Worth Press, Indiana- 


| polis Times, Memphis Commercial- | 


| Appeal, San Francisco News, Wash- 
|ington Post & Times-Herald. 


Ted Kupferman’s Book 

Theodore R. Kupferman, chair- 
man of the board of trustees of the 
Federal Bar Assn. of New York, 
New Jersey and Connecticut, and 
w.k. in show biz copyright circles, 
has updated and revised his “The 
Family Legal Adviser” which has 
sold over 210,000 copies. 

New edition is being published 
under the joint imprint of Haw- 
thorn Books and Greystone Press. 


‘An American Nancy Mitford’ 

Ex-Powers model Alethia Shel- 
don, who was a Vogue cover girl, 
has authored “The Butterfly Net,” 
a first novel which Coward- 
McCann is publishing. 

Theodore M. Purdy, prez of the 
firm, observes, “We could do with 
a new and female F. Scott Fitz- 
gerald, or even an American Nancy 
Mitford,” and thinks the glam 
author qualifies in both leagues. 
It’s unusual for a publishing firm's 
head to go out on a limb on any 
one particular work. 


Vinick’s Added Chores 

Larry Vinick assumes the new 
post of handling subsidiary rights 
and permissions at A. S. Barnes 
on Sept. 2. 

This is in addition to his chores 
as advertising and publicity direc- 
tor. 











Chi News’ Je and 12¢ 

Chicago Daily News up its 
newsstand rates this week 2c a 
day; 7c daily. 12c on Saturdays. 
John S.. Knight, Daily News pub- 
lisher, said the price boost was 
necessary because operating costs 
have risen 120% over the level of 
1946, when the gazette’s price 
went to a nickel. 

Daily News is 
ing the ice for the other three 
dailies here, and other raises are 
anticipated. 


‘Playboy’ Now OK In Can. 

Playboy, the Chicago monthly, 
has “improved” enough to be al- 
lowed into Canada, a revenue de- 
partment official said last week. 

It’s been banned for more than a 
year, and never has been sold there 
—no effort at Canadian distribu- 
tion having been made in its youth. 


Sandburg’s Poetic Irk 

Carl Sandburg—who sstill re- 
members the Chicago's World Fair 
of 1893—returned to the “city 
of the big shoulders” last week for 
a fresh looksee in order to write 
a sequel to his famous poem, “Chi- 
cago.” New poem has been com- 
missioned by United States Steel 
Corp. for its “Chicago Dynamic” 
public relations program; and 
Sandburg will read it at a special 
banquet on Oct. 30. 

Sandburg, who accepted a fee 
for it, seems to resent the assign- 
ment. He said: “You can’t order a 
man to write a poem. That’s like 
ordering a pregnant woman to 
give birth to a red-haired chlid.” 


Oggi’s Prize Contest 
A prize of 5,000,000 lire ($8,000 
at current rate of exchange) will 
be paid by one of the week- 








must be a feminine character. 
Entries must be sent by regis- 





figured break-| 


a member of the English Depart- | 
ment of the University of Ari-| 
|zona, Tucson. | 


| His three books are “End of A 
f | War,” a novel about the U.S. Army | 


+> 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


sesesseseseeees By Frank Scully +eeeeeeeoeseces 


Nice, Aug. 27. 
UN 

When typewriters first came to France, the French, hoping to tnject 
some logic into the mad arrangement of the keys, called their con- 
tribution “Universal.” To give you some idea ‘as to their universality 
in this field, their top rows of keys runs like this: AZ ERTY UIC 
P. Their second row contributes: QS DFGHJKLM. Thus 
the bottom is left with: WX C V BN ?; and!. 

This plays hob with aliens who type by reflexes. The French have 
every right to upbraid us for sticking to the goofy British system of 


in Germany in 1944-45, schedul | measurement by feet, yards, ounces and pounds, but their universal 


|for publication early in 1958; “The 
| Hunter Deep in Summer,” a novel | 
|about a lawyer, slated for 1959; | 
and the third, a collection of four) 


Shute’s Serializations /novellas, with publication set for 
The new Nevil Shute novel, “On| 


1960. 





MMM’s Cookbook 

Vet broadcaster Mary Margaret 
McBride’s new book, “Harvest of 
American Cooking,” to be pub- 
lished Oct. 28 by G. P. Putnam's 
Son, culminates six years of re- 
search. ; 

The work is really two books in 
one, the story of each state told 
| through its foods and a cookbook 
| of 1,000 of America’s most popu- 
lar recipes. 








CHATTER 
Paul F, Frese, formerly editor 
of Popular Gardening mag, named 





| Lillian Roth’s second book, “Be- 
|yond My Worth,” is scheduled for 


| January publication by Frederick | 


| Fell Ine. 

| Competing afternoon sheet, the 

|Chicago American, followed suit 

| yesterday (Tues.), upping its daily 
price to 7c. 

| Robert C. Seaver named editor 


|of Hillman’s Real Detective and} 


| Headquarters Detective magazines. 
|He was formerly a Chicago Daily 
| News staffer. 

| Steve Allen has the lead piece, 
\“The Blood of the Lamb,” 
| seribed as a suspense shocker, in 
\the November Manhunt, hitting 
'the newsstands Sept. 17. 

| Barnaby Conrad’s “Gates 
|Fear,” an upcoming Thomas Y 
| Crowell book, is about the grea 
| balirines of the world, the famous 
toreros, etc., and while he does 
have lengthy quotes from other 
|writers it is not an anthology. It 
lis a basically an original Conrad 
work, savé for the quotes. 

Henry Holt & Co. trade veepee 
William E. Buckley and his family 
|to the Field & Stream Island, in 
|the St. Lawrence River (one of the 
|Thousand Islands), which the 
company maintains as a vacation 
|retreat. Not due back until after 
Labor Day. 





has drawn on his business back- 
ground for “The Blue Chips,” 
|novel about big business medicine 
which Simon & Schuster is pub- 
lishing. 


puter 
20th Chill 














| dependent Theatres Inc., which is 
backing the “telemovie” run in 
Bartlesville (a closed town), the 
September opener will offer War- 
ner Bros.” “Pajama Game” and 
Universal's “Night Passage” and 
“The Great Man,” among others. 

Griffing held last week that pub- 
lic acceptance at Bartlesville will 
be gradual rather than an over- 
night smash. He warned against 
“expecting too much too quickly.” 
“From our past experience with 
community antenna systems, we 
| know this thing won't go off all at 
once like a firecracker,” he pre- 
dicted. “The people of Bartlesville 
are going to have to be sold on it, 
one family at a time.” 

The Bartlesville system, installed 


is complete and the two-channel 
operation will get under way Sept. 
3, with the month to be used as 
a “break-in period.” Official pre- 
miere week will be Oct. 1-6. All 
segments of the industry will be 
invited to inspect the facilities and 
see the operation for themselves. 

Griffing said he was aware that 
“the entire industry will be watch- 
ing what we do” and he added it 
was his hope that “we can contrib- 
ute to a new era of merchandising 
in the motion picture business.” 

Reluctance of 20th to join in at 
Bartlesville stems in part from the 
problem of unsqueezing its Cinema- 
Scope product. However, it’s felt 
be overcome. It’s understood that 
be overcome. It’s understood that, 
when National Theatres’ Elmer 
Rhoden queried 20th on its view re 
supplying films for a cable theatre 
system NT plans to set up with 
Telemeter in Los Angeles, 20th 
nixed the proposition. 





garden editor of House Beautiful. | 


de- | 


of | 


Pharmaceutical exec Jay Deiss| 


by General Precision Laboratories, | 


keyboard falls far short of the pure logic of the metric system. 
DEUX 
Delegation of Norwegian fishing interests have been studying Con- 


_ tinental transportation solutions. The way tourists are packed on trains, 


planes and in hotels and cathedrals makes visiting Vikings believe 
they can now squeeze one more sardine in a can and recapture the 
market. 

TROIS 
| Bestseller on the Cote d'Azur is a postcard likeness of Her Grace, 
the Princess of Kelly's. It has three authentic cancelled stamps stuck 
on‘an enlarged likeness of the royal doll, which is a 15-frane stamp. 
Total rap, a quarter. 
} QUATRE 
| Beef that France has taken over the old Barbary Coast rights of 
piracy gets strength from the error that only tourists get clipped. 
Frenchmen suffer from the inflation just as badly as do tourists. A 
simple housedress that would nick one $6 at Macy's costs a French 
|femme $40 at Galeries Lafayette. 

CINQ 

Da Bouttau, a restaurant that we discovered in the old town 30 years 

ago, used to give a whole leg of Corsican lamb for 16 cents. Squab, 
poulpe, a la nicoise (baby octopus!) and salade nicoise cost about the 
;same in 1930. 

Indeed, it was difficult to run your bill up to a dollar for a dinner. 
| Today the same beautifully cooked food easily runs to $4 a head. Da 
used to advertise, “Da Bouttau doesn’t give a damn, he closes on 
Sunday.” But not now. Has to run seven days a week to make ends 
meet. 

SIX 
| In those years J. P. McEvoy and I ran an international cheap cigar 
|exchange. I once found a Villiger Stumpen that ran to 2 cents. But 
| the topper was a Voltigeur that cost 6 cents for five. They're still mak- 
ing them (of vastly inferior quality) but they now cost 45 cents for five. 
SEPT 
Movies, however, have not kept pace with the spiral. They still cost 
only 30 to 60 cents a show. 
HUIT 
And yet tourist trade is SRO. It took us 15 hotels to find a vacant 
/room and that at 11 in the morning. All nations crowd the Promenade 


f) of once well-heeled Anglais. Though the shortest shorts are more con 


| mon than skirts, no one seems to promenade in a bikini or even a bath- 
| ing suit—a practice of non-bathers in Palm Springs. 
NEUF 
| Incidentally, right below our hotel window is a yucca palm tree in 

full bloom. The sea is rough, a mistral blowing off the Algerian coast, 

but the sky and sea are bluer than a rejected poet. 
} DIX ° 
| One of the hotels we tried was the Beau Rivage on the Quai des 
| Etats Unis. It bore a plaque saying Therese Martin of Lisieux had 
| stopped there on her way from Rome. Therese Martin became St. 
| Therese. Born in 1870, she died in 1894 and was canonized in 1925; one 
of the shortest test flights in heavenly history. I always thought her 
“I will spend my heaven doing good on earth” were words to live by. 

ONZE 
Our hotel, the Westminster, is on rue Meyerbeer and the Prom- 

|enade des Anglais. They gave us the last room and bath for five days 
|) at 10 bucks a day. And there was not the slightest misrepresentation. 
| When they said “room and bath” they didn’t mean that other thing. 
| That was down the hall at the right. 
| DOUZE 
| We climbed to Col de Villefranche to see how Villa Variety had 
| fared since we left in the summer of 1933, to be gone four months and 
| didn’t return for 24 years. In a word it had fared terriblement. It had 


———= Continued from page 1 Sees not had a coat of paint since. The garden had grown to a jungle. High 


| tree obliterated the previously incomparable view of Nice, the Bale des 
Anges and Cannes. Kay Boyle's place had become a restaurant. Racquel 
Meller, where we used to buy our eggs was gone, and with her the 
memory of $27.50 Broadway openings. We didn't walk across tne road 
and look down on Villefranche harbor. People do crazy things from such 
| heights and the changes were too deep for tears anyway. Besides, 
|a new Standard Oil station was in the way 
TREIZE 
Only the tideless blue sea, the Negresco and the Palais de la Mediter- 
ranee seemed to remain unchanged. But the Negresco’s $2 }uncheon on 
the terrace is now 2,200 francs (about $6). The promenade seems 
widened, thereby cutting the beach down to a 20-foot strip of polished 
| rocks, and the Gould palace of chance seems now to have sidewalk 
cafe competition in all directions. 
QUATORZE 
Well, not quite from all directions. The French have resisted all ef- 
forts to allow buildings on the seaside of the Promenade des Anglais. 
In other words, no Marion Davies, to pick one name out of an old hat, 
could take the beach view away from French peasants as was done all 
| along the Santa Monica beach to the riparian rights of Americanos. 
Moreover, the French have torn down an eyesore, the Casino de Jetee. 
| People used to rush in there as it was the only place in all Nice from 
' which the horror couldn't be seen. 
QUINZE 
Abel Green touched on the nuisance of slapping a geing-away tax 
on tourists. Its worst feature is that most travellers learn about it after 
they have got rid of all their lire or francs. Most of these are reprisal 
taxes anyway. This one probably stems from our $8 head-tax on for- 
eigners arriving at our ports. Lady Alice, paying the tax in dollars 
in Rome, refused her change in lire. The pirate turned a bilious green 
on having to give up seven single dollar bills in change. 
SEIZE 
A missing Riviera personality is Robert W. Service. The nearest to 
his name in the phone book was Service: For The Prevention of Fraud. 
It had an office on Avenue de la Californie. Service and Milton Hayes 
were Riviera lookalikes. And they wrote a lot alike, too. Hayes, after 
years as a vaude headliner in England, turned to novels and verse. 
Once he said to Service, “I guess you and I have written more bad 
Kipling than any two people alive.” 
“You know when I see him far off,” said Service, “I always duck 
down an alley.” 





DIX-SEPT 
Asking for a copy of L’Eclaireur du Nice we were informed, 
been out of business for 50 years!” 
“Twenty,” we argued, “but not 50.” 
“Well, it’s dead a long time, Monsieur.” 


“It's 
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figured in the news again with a 
report that the property was being 
offered for resale at $5,100,000, of 
which $1,700,000 must be cash. | 
Glickman denies this, adding that 
his group plans to develop the 
property itself. 


Paris 


By Gene Moskowitz 


Broadway | 


Celebrity Service incepting a 
new international Celebrity Regis- 
ter for 1958 publication. 

Ed & Pegeen Fitzgerald back 
yesterday (Tues.) from three-week 
holiday quickie to Ireland. 

Curt Jurgens, German film 
actor, sailed for Europe last week 
on the S.S. United States. 

Gypsy Rose Leé, accompanied by | (28 Rue Huchette; Odeon 4944) 
her son, Erik Lee Kirkland, off for; In-vand out are Frank Scully, 
Europe Saturday (24) on the Ile Billy Rose, Robert Taplinger and 
de France | U.S. photog Gene Fenn. , 

Publicist Willis Player now am Jack Benny to London for a 
American Airlines veep, reporting | twoweeks stay. He will do a spe- 








to v.p. Rex Smith in public rela- cial BBC telecast while there. 
tions | Frank Sinatra due in for prelims 
Big turnout tonight (Wed.) at on his forthcoming pic, “Kings Go 


the $60-a-plate dinner at the Wal- | Forth” (UA), to be made in France. 
dorf-Astoria marking Gimbel Bros.| Cirque Medrano closing down for 
exec Joe Eckhouse’s 50th birthday. | repairs until early October when it 
Fawcett Publications’ roving takes up its combo circus-music 
European correspondent Michael hall activities. 
Stern due in*from Rome Sept. 14 Virginia Hart, U.S. song cleffer, 
to enroll his 17-year-old son Mike | in after a successful presentation 
Jr. in Syracuse Univ. ‘of her original works at a private 
David O. Selznick and_ his theatre on the Riviera. 
actress-wife Jennifer Jones, as well | French are holding back top fea- 
actress-wife Jennifer Jones, in! ture pix during the summer exodus 
from Europe yesterday (Tues.) on but U.S. distribs have poured in 
the Queen Elizabeth. |\“Oklahoma” (RKO) and (“Fire 
Mary Pickford, who's traveling Down Below” (Col), with both get- 
with her nieces, Mary Charlotte |ting good reviews. ; 
and Susan Ornstein, and her; Director Jacques Becker and 
nephew, John Ornstein, en route | scripter Henri Jeanson patched up 
to Cannes on the SS Augustus. their differences over their forth- 
Alfred H. Tamarin, United Art-| coming pic, ‘Montparnasse 19,” 
ists’ assistant ad-pub_ director,| and film rolls in October. It's a 
back from a Paris vacation. Arnold | Franco-London produetion. 
M. Picker, foreign operations v.p., 
due back tomorrow (Thurs.) from 


“tana oe formerly of | Horse-Laugh Oaters 








Salvador Salcido, 
the dance team of Salvo & Gloria, 
now in the coin dept. of the tor- 





=m COntinued from page | 


nol ig : 2 a 4 in the fear they'll saturate the 
“ 4 - sta r i ‘ lo 
Brookes, in Rockefeller Center. } ea of poking fun at the cow 

Jerome Hill and Erica Anderson, | POKES. - ze 
producer-director and  photogra-| One. of them OF ER, 
pher of the biopic, “Albert Schwei- | please”) offered even another 


tzer,”’" and press rep Irving Drut-| facet to their planned campaign to 
man off today (Wed.) for a special| send the waddies thataway for 
showing of the film at the Edin-| good. By kidding the westerns into 
burgh Film Festival. | ludicrous retreat, he allows that 

Martin S. Davis, Allied Artists’) more of them that are cancelled 
eastern ad-pub chief, off to Mont-| the better the chances are of his 
real to conduct promotional con-| brother comics getting back on the 
ferences with AA’s Canadian reps) air. “Who knows, if these cowhands 
and theatremen re “Hunchback of | take over we may be the next to 


Notre Dame" world premiere get bumped,” he reasoned. The 
plans Teg ee ee eee 
Mrs, Erie (Barbie) Pleskow, wife main idea, he indicated, is to rid 


naliheie ‘ee *., | the tubes of cowboys and bring 
UA sales topper in Ger- , OP 
many, returning to their Frankfurt back the le of ee there's 
home this weekened, now that |® Selfish motive, that if the cowboy 
their first heiress was born on U.S.| Can be made the laughing stock of 
soil. He flew over for the occasion| the lookers, the better are the 
but had to return to the Continent | comic’s chances of hitting a higher 
ahead of schedule. | Nielsen and riding out the season. 

French comedienne Lilo (‘Can-| Burns is more outspoken than 
Can" star) is the Marquise Guy de|-the others. He let drop a few of 
la Passadierre in private life. Her|the quips he'll use on the show, 
husband is her personal manager) such as “if I can only find a rock 
and when, at the American Hoiel,| that hasn't been used,” and, “if I 
Miami Beach, recently, somebody} had the residuals on the same 
phoned him, the telephonist wanted | stock shots that will be used on 


of the 


to know, “Is that the name of the! 49 shows I'll be a rich man.” and 
newest hotel in Miami?” vial “a ae 
Kay Ashton Stevens, widow of What I would dive See Sostege of 


the famed drama critic, back in| ‘e stampeding cattle, the lambs 
her Chicago base (she’s’ p.r. aide | S!0shing across a stream. 
at Zenith) after a long siege, fol-| What may hurt the cowboys most 
lowing surgery, at the Mayo Clinic, | is the exposure of the library shots 
Rochester, Minn. Another Mayo | “seen before a hundred times,” and 
alumna, discharged as OK, is Mrs.| many of the artifices used to create 
Gaby (David) Smart, widow of the; an air of reality. They'll, have 
head of the Esquire-Coronet dy-| something to kid about when the 
nasty | western star, after putting away 
Robert Whitehead has given'a dozen baddies, shows nary a 
Arthur Kober an office in his mid-! scratch or a mussed hair. It’s a new 
town diggings awaiting completion | field for the comedy writers and 
of his new play. Kober also ready- they're sitting at their typewriters 
ing a book, “Pick Up. The| jn ‘chaps and 10-gallon hats to 
ae iteeasimon and (Schuster | “capture the mood” while deflating 
cates. the pieces eve from The New } the heroes. Said one of them, “this 
sa . ‘ is like a breath of fresh air after 


Yorker, and als ill i i : ivi 
writings tor Vamery, Ue B'S) year of staying in the living 
The Alfred K. Stern cited by | "00m. This is the shot-in-the-arm 
counterspy Boris Morros, along) We need and we're loving it.” 


with Mrs. Stern, the former Mar-| It’s for sure one of the most 
garet Dodd, daughter of William! gripping suspense items in the cow- 
E. Dodd, pre-war U.S. Ambassador | boys packet, the gun fight where 
to Hitler's Germany, was at one|each  stealthily and measuredly 
time in the music publishing busi-| moves toward the other with trig- 
ness, «as partner with Morros.| ger fingers itching, will get its 
Stern is also said to be related to just due. Skelton may even chal- 
the Julius Rosenwald (Sears, Roe- | 


- London 


(Temple Bar 5041/9952) 

Kay Cavendish to Frankfurt to 
entertain the USAF. 

Gisela Griffel, the German ac- 
tress, in to make a tv appearance. 

Donald Wolfit to be guest of 
honor at the Arts -Theatre Club 
supper Monday (2). 

Work began the transformation | 
of the London Hippodrome into a| 
Theatre Restaurant. 

Percy Livingstone, general sales 
manager for 20th-Fox, elected to 
company’s directorate. 

Melina Mercouri fractured her 
wrist when she was thrown from 
a horse while filming here. 

Joan Heal back in the cast of 
“Grab Me A Gondola,” at the Ly- 
ric after a twoweek vacation in 
France. 

Anthony Quayle lined up as Zsa 
Zsa Gabor’s husband in a new 
Anna Neagle starrer, “Queen and 
Smith.” 

Mel Torme taken ill during a 
vaude show here. He did a sec- 
ond show against doctor's orders, 
but now is-making a good recovery. 

Donald Houston to N.Y. via the| 
Queen Elizabeth to make his 
Broadway debut in Dylan Thomas’ 
“Under Milk Wood.” This is his 
first trip to the U.S. 

Hal Wallis in for a sixweek Eu- 
ropean visit and for confabs with 
Paramount for release of three of 
his pix, “The Sad Sack,” “Hot 
Spell” and “Storm Within Us.” 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 
Lester Cowan visiting here, 
Jean Dalrymple’s birthday party 

next Sunday the big doings of holi- 
day weekend. 


William Archibald’s new play, 
“The Cantilevered Terrace,” has 
first performance Sunday (1) at 
White Barn Theatre. Mildred 
Dunnock has lead 

Marian Anderson, Dorothy 
Fields, Alexander H. Cohen, Olga 
ee, Fannie Ferber Fox, Justin 


Sturm, Theresa Helburn, Armina 
Marshall and Eileen Heckart at 
opening Aug. 26, of “Back to Me- 
thuselah,” at Country Playhouse. 


Rome 


By Robert F. Hawkins 
(Archimede 145; Tel 800211) 
John Wayne here from Los An- 

geles to supervise final work on 
“Legend of the Lost.” 

John Mills, who has just finished 
a stint in “Dunquerque,” planed in 
from Britain for vacation with his 
family. 

Walter Chiari signed to role in 
“Bonjour Tristesse,” rolling soon 
in southern France under direction 
of Otto Preminger. 

Reported here that Yul Brynner 
will be a repeat partner of Ingrid 
Bergman in an upcoming Anatole 
Litvak picture titled, “The Trip.” 

Diana Dors to London for few 
days, away from her “Ragazza del 
Palio” chores in Siena. Vittorio 
Gassman and Bruce Cabot co-star. 

4 German company is shooting 
“Liana, the White Slave” on Italian 
locations and in Rome studios. Unit 
includes star Marion Michael, Ad- 
rian Hoven and Saro Urzi. 





Seen in Rome: Bob Hope and 
family, William Dieterle, Joan 
Crawford, Otto Preminger, Ruth 


Roman, Lee Bennett, Ernest Borg- 
nine, Anatole Litvak and Antigone 
Costanda. 


| 


| 

Las Vegas 
By Forrest Duke | 
(DUdley 2-6100) } 
Beldon Katleman tossed birth- 


day party for belly-terper Nejla 
Ates. 

Rick Williams, former screen 
and tele writer, now p.r. rep at 


the Golden Nugget. 


» 


end as his guests at the “Joker Is 
Wild” world preem here. After 
the Joe E. Lewis biopic screening, 
Joe E. himself was bartender at a 
big poddy at E] Rancho, hosted by 
Beldon Katleman. 


Miami Beach 
By Lary Solloway 

(1755 Calais Dr.; Union 5-5389) 

Carillon Hotel, a 620 roomer, 
also due to open for '57-'58 season, 
will have Jacques Donnet orch 
playing in its cafe. 

VFW convention of 35,000 hy- 
poed biz around town this week. 

Deauville Hotel, one of largest 
being erected for upcomipg sea- 
son, planning revue, production 
for its nitery (850 seats) sans high- 
dough names. 

Local clothier-gagster Mickey 
Hayes, close friend of Phil Silvers, 
written into latter's tv show for 
one shot—he’s in Gotham on deal; 
he’s also partnered with Jack Rael 
and Patti Page in President Madi- 
son Hotel. 








Sinatra Blast 


Continued from page 1 








tions of the 33 ASCAP songwriters 
against BMI some time last year. 
For his comment, Miller stated: 
“Sinatra has taken 
tions of my testimony and has put 
them together in a manner that dis- 
torts completely the nature of my 


testimony.” 


Sinatra quoted Miller as saying 
the following under oath: “Bob 
Merrill would bring all the songs 
to me first. After the songs were 
a hit I got a check from his royal- 
ties to me. It amounted to $5,000 
to $6,000—different checks.” 

Miller stated further, according 
to Sinatra: “These recent songs I 
received compensation on were 
‘Mambo Italiano’ ard ‘Make Your- 
elf Comfortable. I would say 
about $4,000.” Miler also said, ac- 
cording to Sinatra: “There is a song 
called ‘A Guy’s a Guy.’ From that 
I received $1,200.” 

Singtra used the alleged quota- 
tions from Miller to substantiate 


| his claim that “the fact that Colum- 
bia 


and Victor recording com- 
panies are owned by networks has 
led to a great deal of skullduggery.” 
This was part of a telegram sent 
by Sinatra congratulating Sen. 
Smathers for introducing a bill 
prohibiting broadcasters from own- 
ing music publishing firms 


story in Music section). 

Sinatra’s telegram, released +o 
the press under the banner of the 
Songwriters Protective Assn., 
which has been vigorously on the 
side of the litigating ASCAP clef- 
fers, stated: “To a singer of songs 
it is very comforting to know that 
through your efforts the U.S. Sen- 
ate is taking action to prevent 
broaccasters from plugging the 
songs they own and burying the 
songs they don’t own. . 
your bill becomes law, things like 
this Miller situation will be no 
longer possible. Until then, the 
tieup of recording companies to 
the network will continue to be 
unhealthy. Until then, the Ameri- 
can audience will have to put up 
with the songs which the broad- 
casters allow to be heard—master- 
pieces like ‘Hound Dog,’ ‘Bebop-a- 
Lula’ and ‘All Shook Up’.” Sinatra 
is currently with Capitol Records, 
which is not tied to any broadcast- 
ing company. 

Last year, when Rep. Emanuel 
Celler (D., N.Y.) was conducting 
hearings on the music and broad- 
cast imdustries at New 
Foley Square Courthouse, Sinatra 


and | 
recording companies. (See separate | 


. When | 


York’s | 


buck) family. 


The Theatre Guild echelon 
(Lawrence Langner~ et al.) saw 
George Jessel’s final one-man 


show at their Westport Playhouse 
on Saturday (24) night with an eye 
to bringing it to Broadway for a 
run. Jessel took off Sunday (25) 
for Paris and the Riviera enroute 
to Tel Aviv, where is slated for an 
official honor for his Israel Bond 
Drive activities. 

Producer Joe Hazen (-Wallis 
Productions) is a feller like this: 
if he’s gonna stay. away four 
months at the BevHills Hotel, sans 
his five Picassos and one Matisse, 
he just had them shipped west for 
all to see and himself to enjoy. In 
fact the producer’s “one-man ex- 
hibition” at his BevHills Hotel 
bungalow was for benefit of some 
of the Coast critics. 

The 66-year-old Carnegie Hall 
which was sold te Louis J. Glick- 


| lenge Jack Benny to just such a 
| duel on one or the other’s program 
|} and the result would bound to be 
| hilarious. But more so, to their 
| thinking. it would put the western 
| star in a ludicrous light the next 
| time around. 
| It is no secret that most of the 
|eomics have banged together to 
rid the airlanes of the “cowboy 
| curse.” How well it takes with the 
| viewer must be purely speculative. 
| But it is not to be dismissed lightly 
in view of a court action instituted 
by Metro against Jack Benny for 
satirizing the highly dramatic. 
“Gaslight.” The studio must reckon 
| that the lampooning must have 
| hurt the picture's boxoffice. 
Whichever way it goes, it will 
only tend to enlarge on the scope 
of the western but can the make-| 
| believe cowboy ride out all the 
kidding he’ll take from the comics. 





Life mag photos here doing lay- 
out on Leona Gage, “Miss U.S.A. 
For a Day,” who’s in the new 
Tropicana show. 

Lizanne Treux, featured terper 


needled Miller with the charge that 
the latter had tried to foist only 
| BMI songs on him while he was 
| with Columbia. Miller, at that time, 
in Monte Proser’s new Trop revue, | Counterblasted with a statistical 
may do a tele show with Donald| breakdown of the number of 
O’Connor. | ASCAP and BMI songs cut by 
Donna Fuller a click in the Sil-| Sinatra during his Columbia ten- 
ver Slipper lounge. The California! ure. The figure showed a great 
cutie disks on the Liberty label, | majority of the tunes were ASCAP. 
and is booked for four frames. Against the current Sinatra rap, 
“nin "ee ae = | Miller issued the following state- 
ment: “More than a year ago I 


agency in Chicago sold his “Ell, : 
~ ie - ’ _| appeared as a witness in a law suit 
cae Rides” tele series to.a spon |now before the U.S. court. I am 
Sonny King back in Sahara | "°t a party to that suit and the 
lounge, alternatin with Mary/| Matters involved in it will not be 
Kaye Trio. King will do the Eddie | resolved by an exchange of tele- 
Jackson role in the Jimmy Durante | grams between Mr. Sinatra and 
biopic. | myself. I should like merely to 
Trop switch will be timed with | point out that Mr. Sinatra has 
departure of Red Norvo combo | taken isolated portions of my testi- 
which was in for 18 weeks and will mony and has put them together in 


man, realty investor, for $5,000,000 | No ballplayer ever took the riding | 
in 1956, with an eye to a $22,000,-| that these cowboys are in for. If | 
000, 44-story office skyscraper on| that doesn’t work they may ail have 


now record two albums for RCA- 
Victor, and Bernie Nerow, and his 
pianistics. 

Frank Sinatra had reservations 


a manner that distorts completely 
the nature of my testimony.” 


Miller, incidentally, is currently 


the 56-57th St. & 7th Ave. site, 


to go western in a serious way. 


for 72 pals at the Sands last week- | vacationing on Long Island. 


Hollywood 


Helen Hayes in from Mexico to 
visit son. 

Jack Garber joined Mort Good- 
man ad agency. 

American Society of Cinematog- 
raphers joined Motion Picture In- 
dustry Council. 
| Sandy MacPherson, columnist 
| for the Calgary Herald, in town to 
visit the studios. 

George Murphy will make five- 

city trek next month to lecture be- 
fore civic groups on “Hollywood 
Looks at Future.” 
| Gerald M. Loeb, senior partner 
jin the E. F. Hutton investment 
| firm, here for annual confabs with 
studio execs and clients. 

Confab of Personal Managers 
named George Greif, Manny Frank 
and Eddie Rio to draw up a Code 
of Ethics for managers. 

Joseph Mazzuca, a cinema arts 
major at USC, won Screen Direc- 
tors Guild Educational and Bene- 
volent Foundation’s first scholar- 
ship of 1957. 

Charlie Morrison, Mocambo 
owner, left an estate of $1,400 
it was disclosed in probate court 
when the widow, Mary Morrison, 
| was named administrator. 

Marilyn Carroll and Steve Ihnet, 
thesps working in “Teenage Rum- 
ble,” slightly injured when brakes 
on a motorcycle failed and they 
crashed into a car on location, 


isolated por- | 


| Minneanoiis 
By Les Rees 

Old Log summer theatre present- 
ing “Anastasia.” 

Pianist Jan August 
Radisson ‘Flame Room. 

Edyth Bush Little Theatre hold- 
ing over “The Showoff.” 

Hildegarde set for Hotel Radis- 
son Flame Room three-week date 
next month. 

Songwriter Sid Lippman back to 
N.Y. after summer sojourn with 
relatives here. 

Duluth, Minn., strawhatter 61 
Theatre winding up season Sept. 2 
with current, “Dial M for Murder.” 

Andre Kostelanetz guest conduc- 
tor this week at third of Minnea- 
polis Symphony’s “Music Under 
the Stars” series. 

Editorializing on New York's 
legit theatre “quiet renaissance,” 
Minneapolis Morning Tribune ex- 
pressed hope it'll spread here, but 
pointed out “we must earn re- 
birth by patronizing the good pro- 
ductions generously.” 


Frankfurt 


By Hazel Guild 
(24 Rheinstrasse; 776751) 


“Diary of Anne Frank” to be 
done this fall in Budapest, first 
time for it in Hungary.” 

German actress Eva Kotthaus set 
for a role in “In Another Land” 
(20th), starring Jennifer Jones and 
Rock Hudson, and now filming in 
Rome. 

German actress Annemarie 
Dueringer playing the lead in 
“69 Wardour Street,” starring Jef- 
frey Hunter, and now filming in 
London: It’s a 20th-Fox pic. 

Sixty-year-old Hans Deppe takes 
his sixth stint as director when he 
starts filming “Herz ohne Heimat” 
(Heart Without Home) for H. D. 
Films this fall. 

Trevor Howard due in for police 
ear tie-ins with his Columbia film, 
“Pick-Up Alley,” due to open here 
shortly. The Warwick Production 
stars Victor Mature, Anita Ekberg 
and Howard. 

Top Geman film and stage ac- 
tress Hilde Krahl is set for the 
Duesseldorf preem of “Orpheus 
Descending,’ ’which is being pro- 
duced and directed by American 
Leo Mittler. 


into Hotel 


Chicago 


Los Barancos back for repeat 
| date at Mangum’s Chateau. 

Joe Glaser planed in for a few 
days for Billy Daniels’ opening at 
| the Chez Paree. 
| Gertude Berg starring at Edge- 
water Beach Theatre through Sept. 
/8 in “Matchmaker.” 

Win Stracke, folksinger and lo- 
|cal tv personality, appearing cur- 
|rently in Tenthouse Theatre's “Bus 
| Stop.” 

| Carolyn Gilbert moved to N.Y. 
|last weekend to take over her new 
= as talent chief for Arthur God- 
rey. 

| James Dunn here for: a fort- 
|night of “Harvey,” which opened 
|last night (Tues.) at Drury Lane 
| Theatre. 

Actress Tresa Hughes and hus- 
|band Robert, prez of American 
Federation of Film Societies, 
pulled stakes here for Gotham 
| gamble. 
| Ferde Grofe, Gordon MacRae 
{and Roberta Peters all performed 
| at Chicago Tribune’s 28th annual 
| Catcnoees Musie Festival at Sol- 
diers’ Field fast Saturday (24). 
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OBITUARIES 


FREDERICK W. PABST 

Frederick W. Pabst, 77. who 
started the Don Lee Network on 
the Coast, died Aug. 22 in Ather- 
ton, Cal. A native of Washington, 
D.C.. he worked his way West as a 
sports writer for the Kansas City 
Journal and the Los Angeles Ex- 
aminer. In 1906 he became an 
auto salesman for the embryo Don 
Lee distributorship in Southern 
California. 

Later, as Don Lee gained the 
California franchise for Cadillacs, 
Pabst handled advertising for all 
branches and in this capacity pur- 
chased KHJ, Los Angeles, and 
KFRC, San Francisco, te start the 
Don Lee Network which eventually 
spread up and down the Coast. In 
1923 he became head of Don Lee's 
entire Northern California setup, 
headquartered in San Francisco, 

Survivors include his wife, a son 
William, now general manager of 
KFRC, andother son, and two 
daughters. 





ALBERT NASSER 

Albert Nasser, 84, pioneer San 
Francisco theatre owner, died Aug. 
18 in Ross, Cal., after a long ill- 
ness. A native of Lebanon, he 
came to San Francisco as a youth 
with his late brother, Abraham, 
founded a candy company in Frisco 
and shortly after the turn of the 
century began operating one of the 
city’s first nickelodeons. Over the 
next 50 years their theatre enter- 
prise grew to a 12-house circuit in 
Northern California and _ the 
Nassers also took a fling at produc- 
tion in Hollywood. 

Survivors include his wife, a} 
brother, Samuel, two sons and} 
three daughters. 
| 

LOUIS LEVY } 

Louis Levy, 63, pioneer of musi- | 
cal accompaniments to silent films | 
and musical director for Associated | 
British Picture Corp., died Aug. 18! 








in Slough, Eng., after a _ heart| 
attack. 
Born in London, he studied | 


He 


violin under Guido Papini. 


| 







SYDNEY G. STEVENS 
August 29, 1956 


“How often are we to die before we 
go quite off this stage? In every 
friend we lose a part of ovurseives, 
and the best part.” 


Shirley and Paul Clarke 


| 
| 


| 
went on the stage at the age of 10| 
in a juvenile troupe. Joining} 
Gainsborough Films when “talkies” 
were in their infancy, he was musi- 
cal director of many British pic- 
tures including “The Dancing! 
Years,” “Queen of Spades,” “The | 
Glass Mountain,” and “The Hasty 
Heart.” 
His wife survives. 











tre, Chicago, and for the “Myrt ’n’ 
Marge” radio series. 
His wife and three sons survive. 


Mrs. Sydney Sanderson Bard, 
79, pioneer Pacific Northwest radio 
writer and mother of author Betty 
McDonald, died Aug, 16 in Carmel 
Valley, Cal. . 





Day-old, prematurely born, son 
of Jack Maas, contact man with 
Music Publishers Holding Corp. on 
none as died Aug. 22 in Holly- 
wood. 


director of the San Antonio Little 
Theatre and a onetime Broadway 
actor, died Aug. 15 in San Antonio. 
His brother survives. 





Reino Heline, 49, studio drafts- 
man. at Warner Bros., died of a 
heart attack Aug. 19 while at work. 
Wife survives. 


Glenn Wood, 33, freelance radio 
actor and announcer, died of a 
coronary ailment Aug. 27 in River 
Edge, N.J. His wife survives. 





Eduardo Vivas, 63, veteran Span- 
ish actor and founder-member of 
the Mexican Actors Union, died 
Aug. 20 in Mexico City. 


Mother, 70, of George Glass, 
producer-publicist, died Aug. 20 in 
Hollywood. 


Froman, Markoff 


—mmmmg Continued from page ? ae 
with a USO-Camp Shows troupe in 
February 1943 were in a plane 
crash of the Yankee Clipper in the 
Tagus River, at Lisbon, Portugal. 
as the plane was landing. Twenty- 
three persons were killed in the 
accident. 

The Senate is expected to pass 
ihe bill early next year. The House 
Judiciary Committee, which sent 
the bill to the House floor, pointed 
to the fact that the plane was un- 














MARRIAGES 


Collin Wilcox to Walter Lloyd 
Beakel, Highlands, N.C., Aug. 11. 
Bride’s a legit actress; he’s a direc- 
tor. 

Bonnie Brown to Alan Lyness, 
New York, Aug. 25. Bride is the 
daughter of Irving Brown of Chap- 
pell & Co. 

Jean Mewson to Frank Marshall, 
Gainsborough, Eng., Aug. 17. He's 
a danceband drummer. 

Sheila Johnson to John Probert, 
Birmingham, Eng., Aug. 10. Bride’s 
an actress; he’s a stage manager. 

Jo Ann Burns to Hal Wallace, 
Houston, recently. Bride is traffic 
head for KTRH; he’s an exec with 
KCOH, both in that city. 

Linda Gigante to Edward A. 
Fricke, New York, Aug. 17. He's 


eer. ae jon the film editing staff at Trans- 
Claude C. Gyynne, 75, former | 


film. 
Marianna Richter to Justin 
Buehrlin, Hollywood, Aug. 25. 


Bride is secretary to Henry Wil- 
coxon, he’s also a member of the 
Cecil B. DeMille staff at Para- 
mount. 

Caroline Raitt to Hans Kaart, 
Edinburgh, Aug. 23. Bride’s an 
opera singer; he’s a Dutch film and 
stage actor. 

Jeanne H. Shwayder to David M. 
| Segal, Denver, Aug. 15. He’s owner 
lof KOBY, San Francisco; KOSI. 
Denver and WGVM, Greenville, 
Miss. 

Mina Kolb to Bill Murray Jr., 
Aug. 24, Chicago. Bride is per- 
former on WBBM-TV in Chi; 
groom’s an exec with McGraw Hill 
Publishing Co. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs, Bradford Macy, 
daughter, Chicago, July 23. Father 
is former actor and stage manager, 
now with Chi office of TelePromp- 
ter Corp. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Shalman, 
daughter, Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Father is an advertising man; 
mother is secretary to Charles Co- 
burn. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ford, 
daughter, Santa Monica, Cal., Aug. 





17. Father is film editor with 
Filmcraft Productions. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Steele, 


daughter, London, Aug. 7. Mother 
is Patricia Joudry, the Canadian 
playwright. 





der the “Warsaw Convention” 
which limited damages for injuries 
suffered in plane crashes, 

“This passage and the terms of 
the limitation,” said the Commit- 


carriers for personal injuries to 
the sum“of the $8,300, was com- 
pletely unknown to these perform- 
ers. Their destination was a mili- 
tary secret. No insurance was pro- 
cured by the performers for in- 
juries that may be sustained in a 
crash only because, admittedly, no 
knowledge was had by them of the 
terms under which their passage 
had been procured for them by 
the Government.” 

Over a 10-year period, it was 
pointed out, Miss Froman paid out 
more than $1,000,000 in medical 


GEORGE W. CALDWELL be and suffered loss of earnings 


George W, Caldwell, pianist, ar-| 
ranger and onetime vaude per- 
former, died Aug. 22 in Beaumont, 
Tex. Early in iis career he 
trouped on various vaude circuits 
as a trick pianist. He later be- 
came an orchestra director for 
vaude houses and worked with 
such yesteryear stars as Ben 


estimated at over $1,000,000. Miss 
Markoff, said the committee, spent 
$5,000 in medical bills; she lost 
about $180,000 in earnings. 


Gov. Griffin 


=== Continued from page 1 














Bernie and Fred Allen. He was an 
arranger for Sophie Tucker for six 
years. Moving to Beaumont 
1929, he was music director for 
KFDM there for 12 years. 

His wife survives. 


JACK O’NEILL 

Jack O'Neill, 74, veteran film 
actor-director, died Aug. 20 in 
Hollywood. A veteran of 52 years 
in the industry, he got his start 
with the old Lubin Film Co. in 
Philadelphia in 1905 and later 
directed Billy West comedies. He 
Was an actor in recent years and 
last worked as stand-in for Percy 
—e at Universal-Internatioh- 
al. 

‘Wife and one son survive. 


ALLENE CRATER 

Mrs. Fred Stone, 77, wife of the 
actor and known professionally as 
Allene Crater, died of a heart at- 
tack Aug. 13 in Burbank, Cal. 
Among other roles she was seen in 
a 1902 stage version of “The Wiz- 
ard of Oz.” Stone portrayed the 
original scarecrow in the play. 

Surviving besides her husband 
are two daughters, Paula and 
Dorothy. 


JOSEPH FILERMAN 
Joseph Filerman, 54, veteran 
musician who was orchestra con- 
ductor during the first tour of 


Sonja Henie’s “Hollywood Ice Re- 
vue,” died recently in Minneapolis. 
He was one of the youngest musi- 
cal directors at the Shubert Thea- 


in| 


address on accom- 


,end of a length 
riffin’s administra- 


| plishments of 
| tion. 
Governor noted the national tele- 
vision networks recently banned 
using “darky” and other words in 
songs such as “Old Folks at Home.” 

“Have you ever heard of a bigger 
pack of foolishness?” he asked. 

Griffin added that if he catches 
“anybody on Capitol Hill” tamper- 
ing with old songs “I'm going to 
shorten his term and cut his pay.” 

Georgia Institute of Technology 
owns radio station WGST, which is 
operated by State Board of Re- 
gents, but no longer has a net- 
work affiliation. 


Real-Life Meller 


=——aas Continued from page 1 
ternational Drama Festival. Still 
garbed in her 17th century playing 
eostume, Miss Diaconescu and her 
uncle made their getaway via 
motorboat through the Grand Canal 
of Venice and, in their efforts to 
elude the secret police attached 
to Padua, 
Rome 


Ey 


moved 


cut the red tape, issued a visa and 
the comely actress was on her 
to freedom. 

Plans are indefinite at the 
ment but she hopes to 
theatrical career as 
sible. 





Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Smith, son, 
Hollywood, Aug. 18. Father was 
| associate producer of “Fireside 
Theatre” for seven years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Lufkin, daugh- 


| tee report, “limiting liability of the|ter, Santa Monica, Cal., Aug. 22. 


Father is ABC-TV program service 
manager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eduardo Noriega, 
son, Mexico City, Aug. 20. Fa- 
ther is an actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Jacobson, 
daughter, New York, Aug. 22. Child 
is grandaughter of Si Fabian, prez 
of Stanley Warner Corp. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Nicol, son, 
Aug. 20, Hollywood. Father is a 
legit-film actor; mother is former 
actress Jean Coleman. 


Hub Strike 


=a 4COontinued from page 2? ame 


13,000-seat Garden for relief of the 
moneyless newspaper writers. 

With the legit season about to 
open, incoming shows have already 
lost in advance press coverage, and 
one strawhatter, Lee Falk's Boston 
Summer Theatre in Hub, shut 
down Saturday (24) as a direct 
result of the strike. Falk said: 
“The newspaper strike is forcing 
us to a premature closing.” 

Boston firstrun downtown houses 
were the worst affected of any 
biz. Grosses were reported off 
from 25% to as much as 50% due 
to lack of newspaper advertising. 

While exhibs tried all methods 
of exploitation—radio, tv, sound 
trucks, airplanes with tail signs 
and ad splurges in weekly papers 
—it failed to excite the customers. 

With the newspaper ads out, 
every possible media for advertis- 
ing is being used. Weekly papers 
around Boston blossomed out wth 
theatre sections the like of which 
they never had before. However, 
firstruns had to hold in order for 
the weekly advertising to catch up. 

Nabe houses were not affected 
by the situash, and some reported 
increased business because neigh- 
borhood customers ttred of try- 
ing to find out what is piaying in 
downtown Hub settled for local 





reruns, but decided to open 
Coppedge Beery - (23). The 
Trans-Lux, which had some weeks 

gone on a firstrun basis, 
back to second runs for the 
week of the strike. 





Ee 


Edinburgh Festival 


——eeeees CONtinuled fom EL 


ficially to take part in the annual 
arts junket. 
Largely France’s Year 

Meantime, it is largely France's 
year at the fest. Two French plays 
are being staged in the French 
language, another French comedy 
is done in English. There is a 
French ballet company at the Em- 
pire vaudery, and a Monet exhibi- 
tion at the Royal Scottish Academy. 

An interesting German offering 
which opened last night (Mon.) is 
Henry Sherek’s presentation, (at the 
Lyceum) of Walter Hasenclever's 
play, ““Man of Distinction,” best de- 
scribed as a satirical comedy. Play, 


starring Anton Walbrook and Moira! 


Shearer, was recently revived in 
Berlin, but is having its first per- 
formance in Great Britain. 

The Jean-Paul Sartre farce, 
“Nekrassov,” staged last week at 
the Lyceum, has a standout per- 
formance by Robert Helpmann, but 
is overlong and needs drastic prun- 
ing. This brisk farce tilts pointedly 
at popular journalism, setting his 
play largely in a Paris evening 
newspaper office. 

Scot Play B. O. Click 

The b.o. click of the fest is a 
Scot play, “The Flowers o’ Edin- 
burgh,” by Robert McLellan, and 
starring Duncan Macrae. An 18th 
Century comedy, it features lead- 
ing native thespers Tom Fleming 
and Lennox Milne. James Gibson 
has produced. Play is in for four 
weeks. 

Due in Monday (2) for the festi- 
val’s final week is the Compagnie 
Madeleine Renaud-Jean-Louis Bar- 
rault. It will stage Jean Anouilh’s 
“La Repetition” (The Rehearsal) 
and a dramatic anthology from the 


work of Paul Claudel under the) 


title of “Connaissance de Claudel.” 


Author Jonathan Griffin, here 
for the world preem of his play, 
“The Hidden King,” disclosed that 
he started writing it when he was 
doing a full-time job at the British 
Embassy in Paris. Play is an ad- 
venture story set in Renaissance 
Portugal, Italy and Spain. It is 
produced by Christopher West, 
resident producer at London 
Covent Garden. With cast head- 
ed by Robert Eddison, Robert 
Speaight and Michael MacLiam- 
moir, it is on the open stage of the 
ancient Assembly Hall for three 
weeks of the fest. 

The Oxford (Eng.) Group The- 
atre is presenting an Ugo Betti 
play and a late revue in Gullan’s 
Close in the ancient Canongate. 


Mme. Callas Scores 

In the field of opera, Madame 
Maria Meneghini Callas wins an 
ovation for her singing and acting 
in Bellini’s “Sonnambula,” staged 
by La Piccola Scala, Milan, at the 
King’s Theatre. 

At the Empire, normally a 
vaudery featuring U. S. and Brit- 
ish acts (Mel Torme is due there 
next month), the Royal Swedish 
Ballet has scored, opening with 
“Giselle” and “The Prodigal Son.” 
Making its first visit to Britain, 
the company is led by ballerinas 
Marianne Orlando and Elso Mari- 
anne von Rosen, and male dancers 
_ Holmgren and Teddy Rho- 

n. 

Le Grand Ballet du Marquis de 
Cuevas is making its third visit to 
the fest. But most interest at- 
taches to the tribal. dances of Les 
Ballets Africains de Keita Fodeba, 
something new for Edinburgh. 
Presentation is staged by Keita 
Fodeba. Fodeba formed his pres- 
ent coypany of dancers, singers 
and musicians 11 years ago after 
travelling over 20,000 miles of 
French Equatorial Africa. 

Ah! Nudes! 


For the first time, nudes have 
invaded the junket here, and nor- 
mally reserved citizens of Edin- 
burgh have been more than slight- 
ly shocked. They continue, how- 
ever, in an unofficial late-night 
show staged at the Palladium, and 
no official protests are likely. They 
appear motionless in a revue by 
the Irving Theatre Club, London. 

In from N. Y. is Anna Russell, 
billed as “the female -Victor Borge.” 
She .is- giving performances at 
Freemasons’ Hall Aug. 26-Sept. 7. 
British-born, she made her N.’ Y. 
debut nine years ago with her one- 
woman show. 

Another solo entry is diseuse 
Fispeth Douglas Reid, giving a 
sories of sketches at the Royal 
Arch Hall. Miss Reid carries all 
he’ "ops in one suitcase. 

[seally this is the 11th fest, 





wit a total of 166 performances 


under official blessing ‘(many more 
on the festival fringe) and over 
2,000 artistes taking part in main 
events. There are six orchestras, 
eight chamber groups, one choir, 
five drama companies, Opera from 
La Piccola Scala, Milan, Italy; 
three ballet companies, and more 
than 20 soloists. For these per- 
formances a total of 238,971 
tickets valued at $398,808 have 
been printed. 

Visitors to Spend $6,000,000 

Since the start of the festivals, 
they have drawn to Edinburgh 
more than 840,000 persons from 
places outside of Scotland, and 
many from the U. S. This year 
some 250,000 wiil be here from 
out-of-town. Upwards of 80,000 
are being accommodated in city 
hotels, boarding houses and apart- 
ments. It’s estimated that the 
visitors will spend over $6,000,000 
during their stay. 

Press, radio and tv coverage is 
again immense, with publicity, top- 
pers William A. Nicholson and 
Graham Cowie again handling re- 
quests from over the world, The 
1957 junket again is being attend- 
ed by leading figures in society 
and arts. From Denmark have 
come Prince Georg and his wife 
Princess Anne. Vincent Massey, 
Governor-General of Canada, is 
also here, as are ambassadors from 
many different lands. The French 
Ambassador in London, M. Jean 
Chauvel, is a special guest in view 
of greater French contribution to 
this year’s events. 

As usual, there are criticisms, 
Some say it is not popular enough. 
Others claim the “fringe” shows 
should be recognized. There should 
be a place for international vaude 
talent, others contend. 

But Edinburgh can well claim to 
be the greatest artistic show on 
earth. At times it may be snooty 
and highbrow or out-of-touch with 
the average man-in-the-street. But 
it is always interesting. And at 
times exciting. 





Legit Side of Fest Weak 


Despite an abundance of dra- 
matic offerings, there are signs 





| 
| 


|Stephen Mitchell, 
| festival's 


that the legit side of the fest is in 
danger of tottering unless a wiser 
choice of plays is made by the 
Festival Society. “Hidden King,” 


| Jonathan Griffin verse-play, 


presented by the Edinburgh Fes- 
tival Society in association with 
looms as the 
biggest flop in years, 
after being roundly panned by 
‘crix. Patrons at the firstnight (20) 
registered no enthusiasm. 

John Barber, drama scribe of the 
London Daily Express, described 
it as “a dramatic dud. “Even the 
normally calm Daily Scotsman cric 
described the play as . “episodic 
and lacking in drive.” 

“Nekrassov,” Jean-Paul Sartre 
farce, starring Robert Helpmann 
at the Lyceum, also received mixed 
notices. 





Film Actors Defended 

Film actors and actresses were 
defended from public criticism by 
John Boulting, English film direc- 
tor, at opening of the International 
Film Festival here. He referred 
indirectly to the recent attack by 
Jean Mann, Scot Member of Par- 
liament, on film players generally 
and on Vivien Leigh in particular. 

“This kind of Film Festival puts 


into props p. “spective the utter 
nonsencr “2 ..0ken and writ- 
ten aboui «.nenia world: person- 
alities,” ne said. 

Boulting wads speaking at the 


world preem of the new British 
comedy, “Luc«xy Jim,” acclaimed 
here by crix. 

Three-week program of films has 
new product from Italy, France, 
Japan, Russia, Poland and Ger- 
many. “Tea a sympathy” (M-G) 
was shown at the Cameo. 

“Albert Schweitzer” life and 
work is being shown Sepi. 1. Due 
here for its screening are Erica 
Anderson, Irving Drutman ard 
Jerome Hill. '’ S. delegation to the 
film junket iacludes Mr. and Mrs. 
J. F. Beattie (of Visual Aids Divi- 
sion of Veterans’ Administration), 
and Stephen Munsing, USIS. 

One of the few glamor touches 
in the celluloid junket has been 
supplied by a film actress from the 
Ukraine. Klara Lutchko, who ap- 
pears in the Russian “Twelfth 
Night.” Speaking in Russian, she 
conveyed the good wishes of the 
Soviet film industry to the Edin- 





burgh fest. 








VARIETY Wednesday, August 28, 1957 





AMERICA’S MOST VERSATILE 
SINGING COMBINATION 


THE 


DIAMONDS 


MOST OUTSTANDING RECORD SUCCESS 


“LITTLE DARLIN™ 


Current Record Release 


“ZIP, ZIP” and “OH, HOW | WISH” 























Television Appearances 
PERRY COMO SHOW 
STEVE ALLEN SHOW(2) 


VIC DAMONE SHOW 
* 


Motion Pictures 


“THE BIG BEAT” 


Universal-International 
Release in Early Winter 


Currently 


ON TOUR-ONE NITERS 


* 
Personal Direction 


NAT GOODMAN 


Management 


GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 








